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PREFACE TO THE FIRST AND SECOND EDITIONS

We have entered the age of the exposé and the tentacles of evil and corruption
have left few untouched. Immorality and dishonesty has been exposed even among
the once trusted political, economic, educational and religious institutions of this
‘world. In some nations the exposure of scandalous conduct on high levels has shaken
confidence in governments. The result has been a public demand for a return to
morality, ethics and honesty.

On an individual level, the result is that more and more people are seeking a
deeper meaning to their personal lives. In their search for greater understanding,
many have come to realize that there is a missing dimension in their lives. That
missing dimension is a basic spiritual need that cries out to be filled.

In the final analysis that vital spiritual dimension can only be filled by God through
Jesus Christ. The beginning step to fill that spiritual vacuum is to understand the life
and message of Jesus. That is the reason this book has been written.

In religion also, as in politics, business, and education, people are demanding
facts and honesty. This book, A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English . . . The
Life of Jesus Christ, is dedicated to that precept. The true Jesus Christ, His life and
message, is presented throughout the pages of this book with clarity and meaning.

Religious myths, ‘superstitions, and traditions of men have not been considered.
Rather, they have been set aside, in order to present the scriptural and historical facts.

As an ordained minister of Jesus Christ, I find that these are basic questions
people ask after studying and investigating the Bible.

“When was Jesus really born?”

“What are the original teachings of Jesus?”

“Was Jesus God or man?”

“Why did Jesus have to die?”

“When was He crucified — Friday, Thursday, or Wednesday?”

“How long was He in the tomb?”

“When was He resurrected?”

“On which day did Jesus keep the Passover?”

The life of Jesus Christ is of paramount importance to all mankind. It is the focal
point of history. The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are the fulcrum of
the Bible and comprise almost half of the New Testament.

One of the easiest ways to understand the Gospels is to have them compiled into
a harmony, which coordinates and blends the events of all four accounts into one
synchronized story flow.

Up to the first edition of this book in 1974, there had been no new major work in
harmonizing the Gospels in over one hundred and forty years. The first edition has
been enthusiastically received. Many thousands of readers have expressed their
positive thoughts and reactions.

This second edition has been revised and updated. It has been built on the
foundation of the first edition. Every word of the text and commentaries has been
revised and re-edited by the most proficient editors obtainable. It is written in modern
English, my own paraphrased translation. This makes it the first harmony of the
Gospels in recent years to be written in modern English. Twenty pages have been
added. Eight maps showing the travels of Jesus have been incorporated in appropriate
places. Many photographs have been added making a total of over one hundred.
These make a unique combination which recaptures the flavor of the holy land.
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New commentaries have been added — “Jesus’ Last Passover, Which Day of The
Month — the 14th or 15th?” * All of these additional features make this second
edition essentially a new book.

An accurate chronology based on the framework of the Biblical holy days restores
and reconstructs the events of Jesus’ life. A modern computer was used to accurately
coordinate the Hebrew and Roman calendars of Jesus’ time. Easy-to-understand
commentaries explain and clarify difficult sections. Graphs and charts clearly show
when Jesus was born, when He died, how long He was in the tomb and when He was
resurrected.

Original art work by Jay Vance and Alfred D’ Amelio portray in detail the Temple
and Jerusalem. The basis for the etchings was the model city of first century Jerusalem.

A Harmony of the Gospels in Modem English ... The Life of Jesus Christ has been
designed to be used as a study aid, commentary, textbook, and Bible class aid. I
sincerely hope that this book will help bring a more profound understanding of Jesus’
life to you personally. My personal desire is that this work will help to inspire you to
become a better Christian.

*Since the first and second editions of the Harmony of the Gospels, the author
has published a 512-page book, which fully explains the Passover questions in great
detail, entitled, “The Christian Passover.”

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: FIRST AND SECOND EDITIONS

The initial credit and primary acknowledgement for such a work belong to God
the Father and Jesus Christ. The spirit of inspiration and understanding imparted
throughout the compilation of this work has been personally evident. It is hoped this
same inspiration and understanding will be imparted to you, the reader.

Many people helped and shared in making the production of this book possible.
Without their diligence, kindness and willingness, such an undertaking would have
been beyond my abilities as an individual. Appreciation and love go to my lovely,
dear wife and family, who have cooperated so wonderfully and encouragingly in
sacrificing their time away from me during the last three years, while this book was
in its final stages. I am deeply thankful and indebted to all who have so graciously
helped in making this book a reality. My heartfelt gratitude is extended to all of those
who have helped in so many ways: Frank Aloia, Bob Anderson, Evelyn Arnet, Graham
Davies, Heather Deininger, Ron Duskis, Bob Ellsworth, Joyce Fenton, Carl and
Jeannie Franklin, Barbara Griffin, Bill and Helen Halbe, Evelyn Harford, E. Michael
Heiss, David Huyink, Connie Land, John Livingston, Stan and Betty Suchocki and
Marlene Valarde. In addition, many personal friends and acquaintances have given
their encouragement and prayers to make this a success.

Frederick R. Coulter
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THE NEW FEATURES
OF THE THIRD EDITION

This book is the result and accumulation of studies done by the author over the
past forty-one years. As a minister of the gospel for over thirty-six years, the author
can attest that questions concerning the life of Jesus Christ have repeatedly troubled
the minds of many who desire to follow the true teachings of the Savior of mankind.
Much of this uncertainty is due to conflicting opinions about Who Jesus Christ was:
Was He a man, an angel in a human body, or the Son of God — God in the flesh?
What was the year of His birth and the length of His ministry? When was He cruci-
fied — on a Wednesday, Thursday or Friday? How long was He in the tomb — a day
and two nights, two days and two nights, or three days and three nights? When was
He resurrected — late on the weekly Sabbath, or early Sunday morning? This book
answers those questions with precise accuracy by presenting pertinent Scriptural
teachings and historical records that fully establish when these events occurred.

The third edition of A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English: the Life of
Jesus Christ is an entirely new book. Each of the commentaries has been expanded
to give the reader a more detailed understanding of the teachings of Jesus Christ.
Every chart has been updated to precisely reflect the events surrounding the birth,
ministry, crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The first and second
editions showed the year of the birth of Jesus Christ to be 4 BC. However, because of
additional knowledge and understanding of the Scriptural and historical facts, the
time of Jesus’ birth has been conclusively established as the fall of 5 BC. This places
the beginning of His ministry in the fall of 26 AD, and the date of His crucifixion in
30 AD. He died on the Passover day, Nisan 14, which was Wednesday, April 5,
30 AD. These corrections to the chronology of Jesus Christ’s life have been
confirmed by many historical facts which were not known twenty-five years ago
(See Appendix A, p. 350).

One of the most important new Scriptural understandings that has been discov-
ered since the second edition is that the covenant oath that God made to Abraham, as
recorded in Genesis 15, was a foretype of the crucifixion and death of Jesus Christ.
This covenant oath was given to Abraham during two days, the 14th and 15thdays of
the first month, called Abib, and later Nisan. Nisan 14 is the day that God ordained
for the Passover. On the night of Nisan 14, Jesus kept the Passover with His disciples
and instituted the New Covenant ceremony consisting of the foot washing, partaking
of the bread and wine. On the day portion of Nisan 14, He was crucified and died on
the cross. He was put into the tomb just before sunset ending Nisan 14. The night of
Nisan 15 was the first of three nights that Jesus was in the tomb. This was the same
night that Jesus Christ, as the Lord God of the Old Testament, had confirmed His
covenant with Abraham by passing between the parts of the sacrifice. This act was a
maledictory oath, a pledge by the Lord God that He would die to fulfill His promise
to Abraham. (A detailed account of God’s oath and covenant with Abraham is
presented in The Christian Passover, written by the author and published by York
Publishing Company. )

vil
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In this third edition, the paraphrased translation of the New Testament Greek that
was used in the first and second editions has been replaced with a precise translation
of the Greek text. The author recently completed this translation after twenty-seven
years of continuous study of New Testament Greek. The author’s precise translation
(noted as AT) of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John is used both in the
harmony and for passages cited in the commentaries. Passages cited from other New
Testament books are also the author’s translation.

The author has been a student of New Testament Greek since 1974. His original
tutelage was under Dr. Charles V. Dorothy, PhD, of Ambassador College, Fuller
Theological Seminary, and Claremont Graduate School. Although he was the author’s
mentor in New Testament Greek for many years, the author’s translation of the New
Testament is solely the responsibility of the author. The author has endeavored to
translate the New Testament Greek as accurately as possible in order to bring out the
rich teachings that God has inspired for us. The author’s translation is based on the
Greek text of Stephens, 1550. This is the same Greek text that was used for the
translation of the King James Version in 1611.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: THIRD EDITION

Initial credit and acknowledgment for this book belong to God the Father and
Jesus Christ. Their inspiration and understanding imparted throughout the compila-
tion of this work have been continually evident. It is my sincere hope that this same
inspiration and understanding may be imparted to you, the reader.

Appreciation and heartfelt gratitude to my lovely, dear wife, Dolores, who has
cooperated so wonderfully and encouragingly in sacrificing her time away from me
during the writing of this book. I am deeply grateful to Carl and Jean Franklin for
their dedication in editing the manuscript for final publication. It was a difficult and
tedious task to make such a technical work easy to read. My sincere thanks for the
diligent work by Kerry Hagins for the page layout for the third edition. Special
appreciation goes to Jim Sorenson for his detailed research and work in order to
synchronize the ancient historical records which fully establish the year of the birth
of Jesus Christ and the date of His death.

Special thanks are extended to the members of the Christian Biblical Church of
God for their love, prayers, encouragement and support in making this vital book
possible. Finally, appreciation and thanks are extended to those faithful Bible
scholars and writers who, in their search for truth down through the centuries, have
endeavored to uphold the Word of God.

Fred R. Coulter

First Edition, 1974
Second Edition, 1976
Third Edition, 2001
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WHY THIS THIRD EDITION
WAS PUBLISHED

In the twenty-five years since the second edition of A Harmony of the Gospels in
Modern English: The Life of Jesus Christ was published, the world has dramatically
changed. All societies have been transformed by the increase of knowledge and tech-
nology, affecting everyone in the world. Rapid transportation by auto, train, and
airplane has made even the most remote areas of the world accessible to business-
men and tourists. Instant communication through telephone and electronic mail, and
on-the-spot news reporting on radio and television, are at one’s finger tip daily. Banking
and business transactions are conducted around the world using computers that are
linked by satellite technology. New inventions and improvements affecting every-
thing in life are continually superseding the old, and even the relatively new, almost
as fast as they can be manufactured and sold.

Through the increase of knowledge, men now have the ability to genetically alter
the very creation of God. Modern research has unlocked the genetic structure of
plants and animals. As a result, thousands of plants have been genetically engineered,
thereby altering the balance of nature that God has created. Significantly, men of
science have also genetically engineered and cloned various animals. And now,
scientists claim that they have completely mapped the human genome — the genetic
code of human life. Undoubtedly, they will attempt to clone human life in the near
future, and may have already begun to do so.

Seemingly awesome miracles have been achieved in medicine. Modern medi-
cines and vaccines have apparently eradicated many diseases. Surgeons can reattach
severed limbs and transplant human and animal organs. There appears to be no end
to the wonders that man can do. As these human achievements increase and abound,
men no longer seem to have need of God or a Savior. Is it any wonder that Jesus
Christ asked, “When the Son of man comes [at His second coming], shall He find the
true faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8, AT.)

Most people do not realize that this tremendous advance in human knowledge
and achievements was prophesied thousands of years ago. In the sixth century BC,
the prophet Daniel was inspired to write of these days. Notice: “But thou, O Daniel,
shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to
and fro, and knowledge shall be increased” (Dan. 12:4, KJV). Through the centu-
ries from Daniel’s time until now, no one has understood the fullness or the magni-
tude of this prophecy. Knowledge is not only increasing, but it is multiplying at such
a rate that it is nearly doubling every six months — and the end is not yet in sight.

Building Toward One World Government
The rapid growth of technology and communication has broken down political

and linguistic barriers between nations. Moreover, because of the dominance of
the English-speaking peoples of the world, English is recognized as the universal
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language. One can go almost anywhere in the world and find that English is spoken.
In addition, an entirely new language, the language of computers, has been created.
It is the common language of industry, science and education. As it was at the
beginning of human history, a common language is again uniting mankind.

Over four thousand years ago, when all nations spoke one language, they re-
belled against God at the tower of Babel. They rejected God and His authority. As in
our world today, they had advanced scientific knowledge and were capable of doing
anything they imagined to do. The account is recorded in the book of Genesis: “And
the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. And it came to pass, as they
journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dweit
there. And they said one to another, ‘Go to, let us make brick, and burn them thor-
oughly.” And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for mortar. And they said,
‘Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us
make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.’

“And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of
men builded. And the LORD said, ‘Behold, the people is one, and they have all
one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained
from them, which they have imagined to do. Go to, let Us go down, and there
confound their language, that they may not understand one another’s speech.’” So the
LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left
off to build the city. Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did
there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter
them abroad upon the face of all the earth” (Gen. 11:1-9, KJV).

Today, as at the tower of Babel, the world is again becoming “one.” We are being
globalized. People of the world are coming together in one grand, monolithic civili-
zation. As the globalization of the world continues, the sovereignty of the nations is
giving way to regional alliances, such as the European Economic Community.
Trading alliances between North America, Europe, and South America have given
way to the World Trade Organization, an international agency which has been given
authority to formulate rules, settle disputes and promote the smooth flow of trade
between the nations.

At the same time, the United Nations is growing in power and influence over all
the nations of the world. It is slowly but surely developing into a world government.
In conjunction with the development of the UN as the world government, an interna-
tional criminal court is being organized which will have power to bring individuals
from any country to the bar of world justice, regardless of the laws of their native
lands. Through all these forces, the modern tower of Babel is being built, which the
book of Revelation identifies as “Babylon the Great” (Rev. 17:5).

One World Religion in the Making

The religious organizations of the world have not been left behind in the global-
ization and unity process. For nearly forty years, since the historic Vatican II meet-
ings, the World Council of Churches, the Roman Catholic Church, and nearly all the
leading Protestant denominations have been busily working to bring all professing
Christians together. Currently, their dialogue is reaching out even to non-Christians.
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In recent years, Pope John Paul II and the Dalai Lama, leader of Tibetan Buddhism,
have been working hand in hand to find common ground in their religious beliefs as
well as in other religions.

Few realize that the modern ecumenical movement actually began in 1893 in
Chicago, Illinois, with the first meetings of the World’s Parliament of Religions. At
that time, four hundred delegates from many of the world’s religions gathered for
their first conclave. One hundred years later, in 1993, 3500 leaders from nearly every
religion in the world attended the second gathering, called Parliament of the World’s
Religions. Their agenda was clearly spelled out, leaving no doubt that they are
working toward the unity of all religions under the umbrella of a new world religion:
“The Parliament, however, has two specific goals: That top religious leaders adopt a
Declaration of Global ethic [to replace the Ten Commandments of God], and that the
delegates set up two ongoing interfaith organizations —a working group in
Chicago and an international network as a kind of religious United Nations”
(Chicago Tribune Magazine, August 29, 1993).

In addition to the sweeping efforts of the Vatican and various Protestant churches
to bring about full ecumenism, other prominent religious leaders of the world have
been busy. At the behest of the Parliament of the World’s Religions, they have adopted
a Declaration of Global Ethic and are developing a framework for a United
Religions organization. As a leading force behind this movement, Episcopalian Bishop
William Swing has initiated the United Religion Initiative 2000. He desires to create
in the Presidio in San Francisco, California, a forum where the world’s religious
leaders can meet together. The goal is to unite the world’s religions under a global
organization affiliated with the United Nations.

Rising from the midst of this broad ecumenical movement is the worship of the
mother goddess in various forms and guises. In the environmental movement and
modern witchcraft, this goddess is worshiped as Mother Earth, or Gaia. Neo-pagans
worship her as the ancient Egyptian goddess Isis. For centuries, Catholics have
worshiped the virgin Mary as the queen of heaven and mediatrix between men and
God. In recent years there has been a growing movement among the clergy and laity
to declare Mary as co-redemptrix, making her equal with her Son.

In concert with the ecumenical movement, the publication in 1997 of World
Scripture — A Comparative Anthology of Sacred Texts has created a powerful tool to
further the uniting of religions. Notice these excerpts from the introduction: “A move-
ment for a ‘wider ecumenism’ has begun, bringing together for dialogue leaders and
scholars from all the world’s religions. Theologians of all faiths are affirming the
positive worth of other religions and are seeking to overcome the prejudice of an
earlier time. It is now widely recognized that humanity’s search for God, or for the
Ultimate Reality, called by whatever name, is at the root of all religions....Thus the
variety of religions would appear to be a testimony to the relativity of human beliefs
rather than to the existence of the one Absolute Reality which stands behind
all of them” (World Scripture — A Comparative Anthology of Sacred Texts, p. 1,
International Religious Foundation, New York).

The effect of this book is to reduce God’s existence and His inspired Word to the
realm of human ideas and thoughts. The Holy Scriptures that God inspired to be
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written and preserved for humanity have been downgraded to the same level as the
writings of demon-inspired men. Instead of upholding the Word of God as the one
and only truth, the authors of World Scripture boast that there are many paths of truth
that lead to the “Absolute Reality.” Notice: “The passages from diverse scriptures
affirm that others who do not share the faith of that scripture are also following the
way of Truth. Thus Hinduism, Jainism, and Buddhism understand the various gods
to be expressions of a single Absolute Reality, and the various paths to lead to one
Supreme God” (Ibid., p. 34).

Contrary to the claim that various paths are leading to the one Supreme God, the
result of following the “diverse scriptures” of human wisdom is that people are being
drawn away from the true God, Who sent His Son Jesus Christ into the world to
bring salvation to all nations.

Scholars Dismantle the Four Gospels

In concert with the ecumenical movement, the divine mission of Jesus Christ as
the Savior of mankind has been discredited. The true Christ and Messiah, Who was
God manifest in the flesh, has been relegated to the role of one among many reli-
gious prophets and teachers of wisdom. Two hundred scholars and fellows of the
Jesus Seminar and Westar Institute, located in Santa Rosa, California, have been
searching for the “historical Jesus.” They are downgrading the inspiration of the
Scriptures, which clearly proclaim the divinity of Jesus Christ. To them, these writ-
ings are only the works of men, and Jesus was only a man. They are trying to find the
historical Jesus by critically dissecting the four Gospels:

“The scholarship of the Bible once belonged to the churches. It has now moved
out into secular institutions and functions quite apart from, and in some respects in
opposition to, the denominations. The Fellows of the Jesus Seminar approach the
Bible, the gospels in particular, as a cultural artifact rather than as an ecclesiasti-
cal handbook. We are interested in assessing the import of the Bible, and of the
pioneers and prophets who figure prominently in its story, for the society at large,
rather than merely for the churches and their programs” (Funk, Honest to Jesus,
p. 297, emphasis added).

As stated by Robert W. Funk, the fellows of the Jesus Seminar view the Bible
solely as a “cultural artifact” — not as the inspired Word of God. This view is particu-
larly evident in their statements concerning the four Gospels, which they regard not
as eyewitness accounts of Jesus’ life and ministry, but as a collection of stories based
on Old Testament prophecies and later Christian legends. The end result of this view
is an outright rejection of major portions of the four Gospels, which they maintain
were written at least forty to ninety years after Jesus’ ministry and death, and perhaps
three hundred years later. They have systematically gone through the four Gospels
and have decided by vote which passages to accept as authentic and which passages
to reject as myth.

Through this process of voting, they have categorized 82-84% of the Gospel
records as partial or complete fiction, and have accepted as authentic, or nearly
authentic, only 16% of the events and 18% of the sayings of Jesus as recorded by
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Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. They expressed their opinions by voting with color
codes:

Red: The authentic acts or sayings of Jesus

Pink: A close approximation of what Jesus did or said

Gray: Stories that show minimal historical traces, or probably not what Jesus
said

Black: Stories that are improbable events and sayings, or fictive creations of the
writers

Based on this voting method, the fellows of the Jesus Seminar have concluded
the following concerning the birth and childhood of Jesus: “Jesus was probably born
in Nazareth, his hometown. Later legends that assign his birth to Bethlehem were
invented to satisfy an ancient prophecy.

“Jesus was not born of a virgin; the Fellows doubt that Mary conceived Jesus
without sexual intercourse. Jesus’ father was either Joseph or some unknown male
who either seduced or raped the young Mary.

“The world census, the trip to Bethlehem, the star in the East, the astrologers, the
flight to Egypt and return, the massacre of the babies, the shepherds in the fields, the
kinship to John the Baptist are all Christian fictions.

“The birth and childhood stories in Matthew and Luke were the last part of
the gospel tradition to be created. They were not conceived, in all probability,
until toward the close of the first century C.E.” (Funk and the Jesus Seminar, The
Acts of Jesus, p. 533, emphasis added.)

Because the fellows of the Jesus Seminar do not believe that Jesus Christ was the
Son of God, Who was sacrificed for the sins of the world, they adamantly reject the
Gospel records of His divine begettal and birth of a virgin. They also reject every
record that points to His Messiahship, as demonstrated by their evaluation of the
Gospel of Mark: “Mark opens his gospel with the appearance of John the Baptist in
the wilderness, the baptism of Jesus by John, and return of Jesus to Galilee where he
began preaching. The Seminar colored all or most of these stories red. The account
of Jesus’ temptations in the wilderness they colored gray: as reported, these
stories are legendary, although they may reflect some actual experience of Jesus
as he pondered his mission and prepared to enter public life.

“The stories that form the turning point of Mark’s plot were all colored black as
projections of the convictions of early believers. Those stories include Peter’s
confession (Mark 8:27-30), Jesus’ predictions of his death (Mark 8:31-33, 9:30-32,
10:32-34), and the transfiguration (Mark 9:2-8).

“The stories that form the climax of the gospel narrative [referring to the
events before the crucifixion] appear predominantly in black [voted as not true] as
well” (Ibid., p. 532, emphasis added).

To the fellows of the Jesus Seminar, Jesus was a Jew of dubious birth who rose to
prominence as a religious figure in Judea at the beginning of the first century.
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Although they acknowledge His death by crucifixion, they reject the Gospel ac-
counts of His betrayal, His judgment and His burial as religious myths, concocted in
the imaginations of early Christians. Notice: “The Fellows believe that the temple
incident, Jesus’ arrest, and his execution were all historical events. Something Jesus
said or did against the temple became the occasion for his arrest. The disciples prob-
ably fled when Jesus was arrested. He was turned over to the high priest, who in turn
handed him over to Pilate for judgment. Pilate probably condemned Jesus out of
hand. It is not just the content of the trial but the fact of a trial that lacks histori-
cal foundation. The Fellows concluded that most of the trial narrative was
created [in the imagination of the storyteller] on the basis of Psalm 2.

“Jesus was probably flogged in accordance with Roman practice and then cruci-
fied. However, the narrative depiction of these events has been so heavily
influenced by parallel events in the Jewish scriptures and by prophetic texts,
including the Psalms, that we cannot extract hard information from them. As a
consequence, most of the details are colored black [classified as fiction].

“The assertion that the Romans were innocent of Jesus’ death and the Jews
responsible is pure Christian propaganda, in the judgment of the Seminar.

“The conspiracy against Jesus and the role of Judas, as well as Judas him-
self, are probably fictions. The story of Peter’s denial is a fiction. The two trials
are fictions; Luke has added a third trial before Herod, which is also a fiction. The
mocking may be a fiction. Simon of Cyrene is a fiction. The burial of Jesus is a
fiction carried out by a fictional character, Joseph of Arimathea” (Ibid., p. 532,
emphasis added).

The fellows of the Jesus Seminar have labeled nearly every event recorded in the
Gospels as fiction. After discrediting the crucifixion accounts, they proceed to pass
judgment on the accounts of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Here is a summary of
their conclusions concerning the resurrection of Jesus and His appearances after-
wards, as recorded in the Gospels and the writings of Paul: “The Fellows of the Jesus
Seminar designated red Paul’s claim that Jesus appeared to him, since Paul makes
that claim on his own behalf. They colored the assertion pink that Jesus appeared to
Simon Peter, since Paul’s report in 1 Corinthians is a secondhand report. The other
appearances listed in 1 Cor. 15:5-8 the Fellows voted gray or black.

“The empty tomb stories in all the gospels were colored black. The earlier
strata of the gospels contain no appearance stories. The actual resurrection of
Jesus is depicted only in the Gospel of Peter [a Gnostic gospel], and as a fiction that
report merited a black designation. The tale of bribing the guard is likewise a
fiction.

“The Fellows believe Mary of Magdala to have been among the early wit-
nesses [not an eyewitness, but a spokeswoman] to the resurrection, although the
stories in Matthew and John about the appearance to her are fictional. In any
case, Mary was considered a leader in the early movement alongside Peter and Paul.

“On the basis of a close analysis of all the resurrection reports, the Seminar
decided that the resurrection of Jesus was not perceived initially to depend on what
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happened to his body. The body of Jesus probably decayed as do all corpses. The
resurrection of Jesus was not an event that happened on the first Easter Sunday; it
was not an event that could have been captured by a video camera.

“The Seminar concluded that it does not seem necessary for Christians
to believe the literal veracity of any of the later appearance narratives”
(Ibid., p. 533, emphasis added).

Alleged Inconsistencies in the Gospels

The fellows of the Jesus Seminar cast further doubt on the veracity of the Gospel
accounts by pointing to differences between the Gospel of John and the Synoptic
Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke. They view these differences as evidence that
the Gospel of John is historically inaccurate. Notice: “The first step is to understand
the diminished role the Gospel of John plays in the search for the Jesus of history.
The two pictures painted by John and the synoptic gospels cannot both be his-
torically accurate. In the synoptic gospels, Jesus speaks in brief, pithy one-liners
and couplets, and in parables. His witticisms are sometimes embedded in a short
dialogue with disciples or opponents. In John, by contrast, Jesus speaks in lengthy
discourses or monologues, or in elaborate dialogues prompted by some deed Jesus
has performed...or by an ambiguous statement....”

“Such speeches as Jesus makes in Matthew, Mark and Luke are composed of
aphorisms and parables strung together like beads on a string. In John, these speeches
form coherent lectures on a specific theme, such as ‘light,” Jesus as the way, the truth,
the life, and the vine and the canes. The parables, which are so characteristic of
Jesus in the synoptic tradition, do not appear in John at all.

“The ethical teaching of Jesus in the first three gospels is replaced in John by
lengthy reflections on Jesus’ self-affirmations in the form of ‘I AM’ sayings.

“In sum, there is virtually nothing of the synoptic sage in the Fourth Gospel.
That sage has been displaced by Jesus the revealer who has been sent from God to
reveal who the Father is.”

“The differences between the two portraits of Jesus show up in a dramatic
way in the evaluation, by the Jesus Seminar, of the words attributed to Jesus in
the Gospel of John. The Fellows of the Seminar were unable to find a single
saying they could with certainty trace back to the historical Jesus. They did
identify one saying that might have originated with Jesus, but this saying (John 4:44)
has synoptic parallels. There were no parables to consider. The words attributed to
Jesus in the Fourth Gospel are the creation of the evangelist for the most part,
and reflect the developed language of John’s Christian community” (Funk,
Hoover, and the Jesus Seminar, The Search for the Authentic Words of Jesus: The
Five Gospels, p. 10, emphasis added).

The fellows of the Jesus Seminar believe that Jesus was only a wisdom teacher
and traveling sage of His time, to Whom many sayings were attributed that were
borrowed from earlier scriptures or stories of the day, and were never actually
spoken by Him. The few sayings that they acknowledge as the “authentic words of
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Jesus” give such an incomplete picture that the Christ of the Gospels is virtually
obliterated. Here is their conclusion: “In addition to these meager facts, we also have
a compendium of teachings consisting of parables, aphorisms, and dialogues, to-
gether with a few dubious anecdotes featuring witticisms told about him by his first
admirers. The authentic words of Jesus can be isolated, to a greater or lesser
degree, from other words borrowed from the old scriptures or common lore
and put on his lips and from words created by the evangelists under the poetic
license exercised by storytellers the world over. The content of this body of
authentic speech material tells a great deal about Jesus, but it does so indirectly.

“Meanwhile, the scattered facts we can muster do not of themselves produce
a Jesus who is the Christ of the Christian faith. The authors of traditional
Christian faith are Peter and Paul” (Ibid., pp. 533-534, emphasis added).

To these scholars, Christianity is of human origin only and is rooted in myths and
legends, which were created or borrowed by Jesus’ admirers and written in the Gos-
pels. They maintain that to interpret the Gospels in a literal manner does not fulfill
the purpose for which they were written, and that their proper place is in the realm of
mythology. Notice: “The Fellows of the Jesus Seminar are profoundly cognizant that
human beings do not live by the bread of facts alone. We live by our stories — by our
myths, which is only a fancy word for story — and the fictions are supposed to make
sense out of a complex universe of meaning mixed with nonsense. Myths are not true
or untrue; as one Fellow puts it, they are either living or dead. Literalism in biblical
interpretation in tandem with scientism has helped strangle the myths of the Chris-
tian tradition. Historical criticism like that practiced by the Jesus Seminar is in-
tended to release the gospel stories from their literalistic burden. Exposing them
to historical assessment relocates them in the realm of story and myth, so they
can recover their proper function. When we move them back within that perspec-
tive, perhaps new mythmakers and storytellers will once again find voice to
celebrate the simple yet enduring story of Jesus of Nazareth” (Ibid., p. 534, emphasis
added).

A New Version of the Gospels

After rejecting the entire Gospel of John, as well as most records in the synoptic
Gospels, the fellows of the Jesus Seminar have taken upon themselves to produce
their own version of the four Gospels together with a spurious gospel of Gnostic
origin. Their book The Search for the Authentic Words of Jesus: The Five Gospels
presents the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John in a new translation, color-
coded according to their rating scheme for fact or fiction. They have taken a further
ignominious step by placing the Gnostic gospel of Thomas alongside the four Gos-
pels, making a total of five “gospels.” The gospel of Thomas, written in Coptic, was
discovered in December 1945 along with thirteen other Gnostic codices in Upper
Egypt near the town of Nag Hammadi.

While they admit that the gospel of Thomas is rooted in Gnosticism, the fellows
of the Jesus Seminar justify its addition to the four Gospels by claiming that it was
one of the earlier Christian writings. Notice: “The Gospel of Thomas reflects the
outlook of the gnostic movement in some respects. Jesus, for example, speaks as
the redeemer come from God. He reminds his followers of their forgetfulness and
tells them they are in need of enlightenment....
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“Thomas is rooted in the Jewish wisdom tradition, such as we find in Psalms and
Proverbs. It is a wisdom gospel made up of the teachings of a sage. But it is moving
off in the direction of gnostic speculation such as we find in later gnostic documents.
In these respects, Thomas represents an early stage in Christian gospel writing
and theologizing, quite comparable to what we find in the New Testament, espe-
cially in Paul and the Gospel of John” (The Search for the Authentic Words of Jesus:
The Five Gospels, p. 501, emphasis added).

Those who understand that the books of the New Testament were inspired by
God know that Gnostic writings such as the gospel of Thomas have no place with the
four Gospels. The true Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John were canonized
with the other books of the New Testament and have been proclaimed to the world in
every generation for nearly 2,000 years. God inspired the apostles to write and can-
onize them, and He preserved them as part of His Word. He did not bury them in a
graveyard in Upper Egypt to hide them from public knowledge. The so-called gospel
of Thomas was buried for nearly 1600 years, while the four Gospels have been pub-
lished around the world as a living witness of Jesus Christ, the Son of God and
Savior of the world.

When the apostle John was inspired to write the book of Revelation, the last book
of the New Testament to be canonized, he warned of the judgment that awaits those
who presume to add to or take away from the words of God. Notice: “For I jointly
[with the Lord Jesus Christ] testify to everyone hearing the words of the prophecy of
this book, ‘If anyone should add to these things, God shall add to him the plagues
that are written in this book [the entire Bible]. And if anyone should take away
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from
the book of life, and from the holy city, and from those who are written in this
book’ ” (Rev. 22:18-19, AT).

In taking away from the true Gospels and exalting a spurious gospel, the scholars
of the Jesus Seminar have showed open contempt for the Word of God. They have
denied the salvation of God through Jesus Christ, which is revealed in the four Gos-
pels. In his epistle to the Romans, the apostle Paul declares that those who reject the
salvation of God and suppress the gospel of Christ will reap His wrath: “For I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, because it is the power of God unto salvation to
everyone who believes — both to the Jew first, and to the Greek. For therein the
righteousness of God is revealed from faith unto faith, according as it is written:
‘The just shall live by faith.’ Indeed, the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
upon all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in
unrighteousness” (Rom. 1:16-18, AT).

Suppressing the Gospel of Christ

Robert W. Funk and the fellows of the Jesus Seminar suppress the truth by claim-
ing that the Jesus of the Gospels is a myth. They deny the divinity of Jesus Christ and
His role as man’s Redeemer and Mediator before God. They view Christianity as an
empty faith, built on stories and legends, which has outlived its meaning and useful-
ness in the modern world of science and technology. Notice: “In the global arena, the
symbolic world that is ingredient to traditional Christianity no longer occupies a
foundational position. As the economic and technological superiority of the West
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fades, the symbols that attend the Christian myth will lose whatever appeal they
once had. Meanwhile, in the West, the old symbolic universe is on the decline....Those
who cling to the old are having increasing difficulties in assigning meaning to such
biblical statements as ‘he ascended into heaven.” Appeals to an endorsing God, to
heaven and hell, to a divine redeemer, to Christ as the sole mediator between
God and humankind, have begun to lose their bite and more frequently fall on
unhearing ears.

“Since that symbolic world is crumbling or has crumbled, the times call for a
wholly secular account of the Christian faith, not just for the sake of its
appeal to the third world but primarily for the sake of those who inhabit the
contemporary, scientifically minded Western world” (Funk, Honest to Jesus,
p. 298, emphasis added).

As part of his twenty-one theses, Robert W. Funk proposes a new religion that
rejects the sacrifice of Jesus Christ as the means for the atonement of sin. Notice:
“We will have to abandon the doctrine of the blood atonement. The atonement in
popular piety is based on mythology that is no longer credible — that God is ap-
peased by blood sacrifices. Jesus never expressed the view that God was holding
humanity hostage until someone paid the bill. Nor did Amos, Hosea, or other proph-
ets of Israel. In addition, it is the linchpin that holds the divinity of Jesus, his virgin
birth, the bodily resurrection, and a sinless life together in a unified but naive
package: God required a perfect sacrifice, so only a divine victim would do”
(Ibid., p. 312, emphasis added).

It is clear that Robert W. Funk completely rejects Jesus Christ as divine Redeemer
and Savior. He shows his ignorance of the New Testament scriptures by claiming
that Jesus is not qualified to be his Redeemer: “A true savior incarnate — incarnate
literally means embodied — a true savior embodied must submit to the same limi-
tations imposed on the rest of us [Jesus did by becoming fully human (John 1:14,
Heb. 2:14; 4:15)]. If Jesus of Nazareth is a savior, it is only because he aspired to
heaven as all mortals do but was sage enough to reject the temptation and accept the
limitations of his finite existence [a total denial of Jesus’ divinity (John 1:1; 17:5,
11)]. If he arrived via a miraculous birth, knew himself to be the messiah and son of
God, and had foreknowledge that his death would be reversed in a few days, he is
not qualified to function as my redeemer” (Ibid., p. 308, emphasis added).

Robert W. Funk and the fellows of the Jesus Seminar envision a Christianity that
disavows the sacrifice of its Redeemer, the existence of its God, and the inspiration
of its Scriptures. As Lloyd Geering, one fellow of the Jesus Seminar wrote, “For
most of the post-Christian world, the Bible will no longer be regarded as the Word
of God, but it will continue to be of value as an historical testimony to Judeo-Chris-
tian origins and as an essential resource for the understanding of past western cul-
ture. It will take its place alongside other great religious classics from the various
cultures of the past. Jesus will no longer be hailed as the saviour of the world, or
as a divine figure. He will stand among the great pioneering figures of the past, and
his sayings and parables will continue to inspire those who take the trouble to search
them out.

10
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“God will no longer be conceived widely as an objective spiritual being — one
who personally hears and answers prayers, and who guides human history from
behind the scenes. God language, if used at all, will be treated as symbolic. Spiritual
practices may take the form of meditation but will not be understood as conversation
with an external personal being. Life in this world will be acknowledged as the
only form of human existence. The expectation of conscious personal existence
beyond death will gradually be abandoned” (The World to Come: From Christian
Past to Global Future, p. 87, emphasis added).

The Proposed “Post-Christian” Religious System

The Christianity that Geering envisions will offer no promise of eternal life through
Jesus Christ. Reduced to the level of all other religions of the world, it will function
only as one choice among countless others for those who seek a belief system to
guide their lives: “So what place does conventional Christianity have, in the post-
Christian era we are now entering? It is no longer a community-held faith which
shapes and motivates society. Instead, in its multiple forms, it is becoming one set of
personal options among numerous others, including New Age religions and secu-
lar ideologies. Together they form a vast religious supermarket to which people
may go when they are looking for a philosophy or way of life, and in which they are
free to choose one tailored to their needs” (Ibid., pp. 86-87, emphasis added).

In this new global religious system that Lloyd Geering envisions, the worship of
Mother Earth will replace the worship of God the Father and Jesus Christ. Notice:
“Some steps towards acknowledging the sacred character of the earth have already
been taken. We no longer restrict the concept of ‘sanctuary’ to the church building or
temple but are giving it back to the earth, in bird sanctuaries, fish sanctuaries and so
on. The eco-sphere itself is gradually being resanctified. The loving care of Mother
Earth is in many quarters replacing the former sense of obedience to the Heav-
enly Father. In her book The Body of God, theologian Sallie McFague goes further,
suggesting that the combined influence of post-modern science and Christian faith
requires the construction of a new model in which we see the universe as the body
of God [not “new” at all, but the ancient philosophy of pantheism]....we will
re-create the appropriate festivals to celebrate the earth’s role in our lives. The
new religious rituals will be based not only on our relationship to the natural world,
they will also celebrate everything we have come to value in human existence...”
(Ibid., p. 158, emphasis added).

The value in human existence lies in the fact that each one of us has been made in
the image of God, for the ultimate purpose of sharing His glory and immortality. To
deny the personal existence of the eternal, all-powerful Being Who created mankind
does not celebrate the value of human life but suppresses the knowledge of man’s
awesome, God-given potential, and reduces human life to the level of animal life. In
his summary of religion in the global era, Geering makes no mention of man’s rela-
tionship to His Creator, but focuses entirely on man’s relationship to the natural
world and to the society of his own making. Notice: “What then will this new faith,
the religion of the future, look like? It is far too early to tell, but some broad outlines
can be seen. I suggest that being religious in the global era will be:

* to be devoted to maximising the future for all living creatures whose destiny is

increasingly in our hands
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* to place the needs of the coming global society before those of our own
immediate family, tribe or nation;

* to develop a lifestyle consistent with preserving the balance of the planetary
eco-system on which all living creatures depend;

* to refrain from all activities which endanger the future of all species;

* to set a high value on the total cultural legacy we have received from the past
and which enables us to develop our potential to become human;

* to value the importance of the human relationships which bind us together into
social groups and which enable us to become fully human

* to promote the virtues of love, goodwill and peacefulness” (Ibid., p. 159).

Geering’s description of the new religion of the global era is filled with idealistic
thoughts, but the peace and goodwill that he envisions are not possible in a society
that exalts the creation above the Creator, and rejects the knowledge that is revealed
in His Word. The apostle Paul condemns this misguided worship of the natural world:
“For that which is known of God is manifest among them, because God has mani-
fested it to them; for the invisible things of Him — both His eternal power and divin-
ity — are perceived from the creation of the world, being understood by the things
which have been made; so that they are without excuse, because after having
known God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful; but they
became vain in their own reasonings, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
While professing themselves to be the wise ones, they became fools, and changed
the glory of the incorruptible God into the likeness of an image of corruptible
man, and of birds, and four-footed creatures, and creeping things. For this cause,
God also abandoned them to uncleanness through the lusts of their hearts, to dis-
grace their own bodies between themselves, who exchanged the truth of God for
the lie; and they worshiped and served the created thing more than the Creator,
Who is blessed into the ages. AMEN” (Rom. 1:19-25, AT).

Rejecting the worship of Jesus Christ and God the Father will not lead to utopia
but to the greatest deception ever to befall mankind. The focus of religion is being
shifted from the spiritual realm to the natural world, from the divine to the physical,
to prepare the world for the coming of a human messiah who will arise from among
the nations. The New Testament reveals that this messiah will be heralded by a great
false prophet, who will perform supernatural signs through the power of Satan
the devil. These signs and wonders will deceive all nations into accepting the false
messiah and worshiping him as God.

Warnings in the New Testament
of the Coming Apostate World Religion

The foundation of this worldwide deception was already being laid in the days of
the apostles. In writing to the believers at Thessalonica, the apostle Paul warned of
the “mystery of lawlessness,” which was beginning to infiltrate the churches of God
and draw believers away from the true faith. Paul’s words to the Thessalonians show
that Satan was the unseen power behind this insidious movement to corrupt the
churches of God. Paul made it clear that this system would continue until the end
times, when it would rise to great power. Here is Paul’s warning: “Now we beseech
you, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering
together to Him, that you be not quickly shaken in mind, nor troubled — neither by
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spirit, nor by word, nor by letter [epistle], as if from us, saying that the day of Christ
is at hand. Do not let anyone deceive you by any means, because that day will not
come unless the apostasy [led by the false prophet (Rev. 13:11-18, 16:13 and 19:20)]
has come first, and the man of sin [the antichrist Beast — the coming world dictator
(Rev. 13:1-10, 16:13, 19:20)] has been revealed — the son of perdition, the one
who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God, or all that is
worshiped; so that he comes into the temple of God and sits down as God,
proclaiming that he himself is God.

“Don’t you remember that when I was still with you, I told you these things? And
now you understand what is holding him back, in order that he may be revealed in
his own set time. For the mystery of lawlessness is already working; only there is
one [Jesus Christ] Who is restraining at the present time until it arises out of the
midst. And then will the lawless one be revealed (whom the Lord will consume
with the breath of His mouth, and will destroy with the brightness of His com-
ing), even the one whose coming is according to the inner workings of Satan,
with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with every deceit of
unrighteousness in those who are perishing, because they did not receive the
love of the truth, so that they might be saved. And because of this, God will send
upon them a powerful deception that will cause them to believe the lie; so that
all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but who took pleasure in
unrighteousness” (II Thes. 2:1-12, AT).

The developing global religious/political system will be used by Satan to deceive
the entire world (Rev. 12:9). The underlying philosophy of this religious system is
clearly outlined in the World Scriptures, which holds the beliefs and writings of all
religions of the world to be equal with the teachings of Jesus Christ. The words of
Jesus Christ stand in stark contrast to the proclamations of men who claim that there
are “various paths to lead to one Supreme God.” Jesus Christ declared that He is the
ONLY WAY to God the Father, the Supreme Sovereign of the universe. Notice what
He said to His disciples: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes
to the Father except through Me” (John 14:6, AT).

The Only Way to Eternal Life Is Through Jesus Christ

The scriptures of the New Testament make it clear that there is only one way that
leads to eternal life, and that way is through Jesus Christ. In the Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus warned His disciples that false prophets would deceive many into fol-
lowing a false way that leads to death. Notice: “Enter in through the narrow gate;
for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and many are
those who enter through it; for narrow is the gate and difficult is the way that
leads to life, and few are those who find it. But beware of false prophets [whether
religious or secular], who come to you in sheep’s clothing; for within they are
ravening wolves. You shall know them by their fruits” (Matt. 7:13-16, AT).

No religious leader, no prophet, no teacher, no philosopher, can substitute for
Jesus Christ, and no so-called “sacred writing” or “religious myths” can replace the
inspired Word of God. The Old Testament and the New Testament testify to all who
will hear that salvation through Jesus Christ was planned before the creation of the
world. HE ALONE IS “THE WAY, THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE.” Jesus came to
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earth as the only begotten Son of God. He was the Lord God of the Old Testament
before He came in the flesh. The apostle John makes this truth absolutely clear: “In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through Him,
and not even one thing that was created came into being without Him. In Him was
life, and the life was the light of men....And the Word became flesh, and taber-
nacled among us (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten with
the Father), full of grace and truth” (John 1:1-4, 14, AT).

None of the other religions have a Savior like Jesus Christ. They have all been
founded by prophets and teachers whose writings are believed to enlighten, but they
do not have a Savior Who is the Creator God. Jesus Christ was the only spiritual
leader Who was God manifest in the flesh. The apostle Paul fully understood this:
“And undeniably, great is the mystery of godliness: “God was manifested in the
flesh, was justified in the Spirit, was seen by angels, was proclaimed among the
Gentiles, was believed on in the world, was received up in glory” (I Tim. 3:16, AT).
As God in the flesh, Jesus Christ laid down His life to become the Savior of the
world. At His resurrection, He was restored to His former glory and ascended to the
throne of God the Father. Since that time, He has been fulfilling His work of redemp-
tion by purifying each true believer from sin, preparing a people to live forever with
Him when He returns in glory. The words of the apostle Paul to Titus describe the
work of Jesus Christ as God and Savior: “Looking for the blessed hope, and the
appearing of the glory of our Savior and great God, Jesus Christ; Who gave
Himself for us, so that He might redeem us from all lawlessness, and might purify
for Himself a unique people, zealous of good works” (Titus 2:13-14, AT).

All prophets or teachers who claim that there is another savior, or another way to
eternal life, are frauds. God never sent them. Jesus Christ made it clear that all others
who present themselves as “saviors” are thieves and robbers. He alone laid down His
life as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of the world. There is no forgiveness or salva-
tion through any other man or any other way: “Therefore, Jesus again said to them,
‘Truly, truly I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All who ever came before Me
are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not hear them. I am the door. If anyone
enters through Me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and shall find pasture.
The thief does not come except to steal and kill and destroy. I have come so that they
may have life, and may have ir more abundantly. I am the good Shepherd. The good
Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep....I am the good Shepherd, and I know
those who are Mine, and am known of those who are Mine. Just as the Father knows
Me, I also know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. And I have other
sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring those also, and they shall hear My voice;
and there shall be one flock and one Shepherd. On account of this, the Father
loves Me: because I lay down My life, that I may receive it back again. No one
takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have authority to lay it down and
authority to receive it back again. This commandment I received from My
Father’ ” (John 10:7-11, 14-18, AT).

In his epistle to the Hebrews, the apostle Paul makes it clear that as the Son of
God, Jesus Christ is not only greater than any man, but He is also greater than any of
the angels. Before He became flesh, He shared the same glory and power as God the
Father, but left His glory in order to bring redemption and salvation to mankind.
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Now He again shares the power and glory of the Father: “God, Who spoke to the
fathers in the past at different times and in many ways by the prophets, has in these
last days spoken to us by His Son, Whom He has appointed heir of all things, by
Whom also He made the ages; Who, being the brightness of His glory and the
exact image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His own
power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of
the Majesty on high; having been made so much greater than any of the angels,
inasmuch as He has inherited a name exceedingly superior to them. For to which
of the angels did He ever say, ‘You are My Son; this day have I begotten You’? And
again, ‘I will be a Father to Him, and He will be a Son to Me’? And again, when He
brought the Firstborn into the world, He says, ‘Let all the angels of God worship
Him’” (Heb. 1:1-6, AT).

Forgiveness of Sin Comes Only Through Jesus Christ

The words of the apostle Peter to the religious leaders of the Jews make it abso-
lutely clear that salvation from sin and the gift of eternal life come only through the
name of Jesus Christ. After Peter and John healed a man who had been lame from
birth, they were arrested and brought before the chief priests and Pharisees, who
demanded to know by what name or what means the lame man had been healed.
Notice Peter’s answer: “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers
of the people and elders of Israel, if we are examined this day as to a good work done
to the infirm man, by what power he has been cured, be it known to you all, and to all
the people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarean, Whom you cruci-
fied, but Whom God has raised from the dead, by Him this man stands before you
whole. This is the Stone which has been set at naught by you, the builders, which has
become the Head of the corner. And there is no salvation in any other one, for
neither is there another name under heaven which has been given among men,
by which we must be saved’ ” (Acts 4:8-12, AT).

The only way to receive forgiveness of sin and salvation is through Jesus Christ,
the only begotten Son of God. Jesus Christ came for the purpose of bringing repen-
tance and remission of sins to light. Notice what the apostles answered the religious
authorities after they were arrested a second time: “And they brought them in and set
them before the Sanhedrin. And the high priest asked them, saying, ‘Did we not
order you by a direct command not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled
Jerusalem with your teaching, with the purpose of bringing this man’s blood upon
us.” But Peter and the apostles answered and said, ‘We are obligated to obey God
rather than men. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, Whom you killed,
having hanged Him on a tree. Him has God exalted by His right hand to be a
Prince and Savior, to give repentance and remission of sins to Israel’ ”
(Acts 5:27-31, AT).

No other religion has a Savior Who gave up His immortal existence as God and
took on human flesh in order to die for the sins of mankind. As the Creator God, He
emptied Himself of His power and glory and submitted to the shame and brutality of
death by crucifixion: “...Christ Jesus, Who, existing in the form of God, did not
consider it robbery to be equal with God, but emptied Himself, and was made in
the likeness of men, and took the form of a servant; and being found in the
manner of man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even
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the death of the cross. Wherefore, God has also highly exalted Him and bestowed
upon Him a name which is above every name; that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, of beings in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father”
(Phil. 2:5-11, AT).

The Lordship of Jesus Christ and the salvation of God through His name has no
equal in heaven or on earth. The apostle Paul makes this absolutely clear: “In Whom
we have redemption through His own blood, even the remission of sins; Who is the
image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; because by Him were all
things created, the things in heaven and the things on the earth, the visible and the
invisible, whether they be thrones, or lordships, or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by Him and for Him. And He is before all, and by Him all things
subsist. And He is the Head of the body, the church; Who is the beginning,
firstborn from among the dead, so that in all things He might hold the preemi-
nence. For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and, hav-
ing made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile all things to
Himself; by Him, whether the things on the earth, or the things in heaven”
(Col. 1:14-20, AT).

Forgiveness of sin and reconciliation with God the Father cannot be granted by
any religious leader on earth. That is the work of Jesus Christ Himself, Who alone
became the sin offering for the world: “For He [God the Father] made Him Who
knew no sin fo be sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in
Him” (II Cor. 5:21, AT).

The forgiveness of sins is granted through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ to all who
truly repent and confess their sins to God the Father. The apostle John shows the
way: “If we confess our own sins [to God the Father through Jesus Christ], He is
faithful and righteous, that He may forgive us our sins, and that He may purify us
from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we are making Him a
liar, and His Word is not in us. My little children, I am writing these things to you so
that you may not sin. And yet, if anyone does sin, we have an Advocate with the
Father - Jesus Christ the Righteous; and He is the propitiation for our sins;
and not only for our sins, but also for the sins of the whole world” (I John 1:9-10,
2:1-2, AT).

Forgiveness of sin is imparted by the grace of God through the blood of Jesus
Christ, which is able to cover all sins. No good work, acts of penitence or prayers to
so-called saints can substitute for the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which alone can bring
remission of sins. All the religious practices and traditions of men are worthless.
These works cannot obtain forgiveness or salvation: “And you, being dead in tres-
passes and sins, in which you once walked according to the course of this present
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now working
within the sons of disobedience; among whom also we all once had our conduct in
the lusts of our flesh, doing the things willed by the flesh and by the mind, and were
by nature the children of wrath, even as the rest of the world. But God, being rich in
mercy, because of His great love with which He Himself loved us, even when
were dead in our trespasses, has made us alive together with Christ....For by
grace you have been saved through faith; and this does not originate from within
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your own selves; it is the gift of God, not from works, so that no one may boast.
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto the good works that God
has before ordained, that we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:1-10, AT).

The whole purpose of Jesus Christ’s coming in the flesh was to sacrifice His life
for the sins of the world, in order that all who believe in Him may receive forgiveness
of sin and the gift of eternal life. The apostle John was inspired to write, “For God so
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, so that everyone who believes in
Him should not perish, but may have everlasting life” (John 3:16, AT).

This third edition has been published to bring the life of the true Jesus Christ of
the Gospels into clear focus, and to provide you with a fuller understanding of what
God has done for the world and for you personally. The most profound event in the
history of the universe and the world was the coming of Jesus Christ, the Creator of
all things, to this earth as a human being. God actually came to the earth and became
flesh and blood. Jesus Christ’s life, death and resurrection have had a massive impact
on humanity, even altering the course of history. Whether people have understood or
believed this does not take away from the meaning and magnitude of the life of Jesus
Christ.

Millions of people in the Western world profess to believe in Jesus Christ, but
only a very few truly know Him. This perplexing dilemma has occurred because the
real meaning and purpose of Jesus’ life has been misunderstood, obscured and dark-
ened by the very ones who teach Christianity. The simple truths of Scripture have
been glossed over and misinterpreted, and doctrinal facts have been presented as
fallacies. In addition, religious traditions of men have been superimposed upon the
Scriptural record of Jesus’ life. These traditions have taken away from the actual
eyewitness accounts that are preserved in the four Gospels.

Many theologians and scholars have no understanding of the historical facts that
were recorded by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, and have interpreted the Gospel
accounts to fit their own traditional beliefs or to reject the true Gospel accounts. As a
result, the Gospels as historical documents have been discounted and rejected as
unreliable and contradictory. Some erroneously teach that the Gospels were not put
into written form for nearly three hundred years after Christ, and therefore have little
or no historical value and must be rejected as myth. However, when we examine
secular histories of the time of Christ, we find that the opposite is true. Other con-
temporary histories verify that the Gospels contain accurate historical records (see
Appendix A). Moreover, the writings of the apostle Paul show that the teachings of
Jesus Christ were written down from the very beginning (II Tim. 3:15, Gal. 3:1).

The Gospel of Matthew was the first Gospel to be written and published. There is
evidence that Matthew’s words were being circulated among the believers in the
early months of the New Testament church, with the complete book available only
five years after Jesus Christ’s resurrection. Later, but during the lifetimes of the
apostles, the other Gospels were compiled and published. Mark’s Gospel was writ-
ten before the apostle Peter’s death. Luke wrote his Gospel and the book of Acts
before Paul died. In beginning his Gospel account, Luke states that many accounts of
the teachings of Jesus Christ had already been written. Notice: “Since many have
taken in hand to compile a written narration of the matters which have been fully
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believed among us, as they delivered them to us, those who from the beginning had
been eyewitnesses and ministers of the Word, it seemed good to me also, having
accurately understood everything from the very first, to write these things in an or-
derly sequence to you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you might know the abso-
lute certainty of the things in which you have been instructed” (Luke 1:1-4, AT).

In his account of Jesus Christ’s birth and the beginning of His ministry, Luke
includes some specific historical events. These records, when compared with secular
history and the calculations of the Hebrew Calendar, confirm that the Gospels are
historically accurate. Three of the Gospel writers were eyewitnesses of Jesus Christ’s
ministry, and the fourth one, Luke, had read their firsthand accounts, which he used
to write his Gospel, under the tutelage of the apostle Paul.

The three synoptic Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke vary in the details that
are included in their respective accounts, but these variations do not indicate a lack
of accuracy or consistency. However, when they are properly understood, these addi-
tional details help to clarify the facts. The Gospel of John, which was the last to be
written, does not contain the same details that are found in the synoptic Gospels.
John was well acquainted with the other three Gospel accounts, but God did not
inspire him to follow the same pattern in writing his Gospel. Instead, John based his
Gospel on the framework of the Hebrew Calendar. The details that John recorded are
not included in the other Gospels. As a result, the Gospel of John adds significantly
to our understanding of the events at Jesus’ last Passover, and enables us to place His
burial and resurrection in their actual historical context.

While the world is searching for the historical Jesus outside the writings
of the Bible, the most accurate historical record of the life of Jesus Christ has been
preserved in the Gospels. This is the source that God has inspired to be written and
preserved for us. The Word of God has withstood the test of time and the determined
attacks of disbelievers.

In our time, as never before, the forces of evil are working together in a final
attempt to destroy all knowledge of the true Jesus Christ. As the world moves head-
long toward globalization in business and commerce, a New World Order in govern-
ment, and a polytheistic world religion, a full understanding of the life of Jesus Christ
is absolutely essential. Our personal salvation depends on understanding and living
by the true Jesus Christ, Who is the only Redeemer and Savior of mankind. Without
this precious knowledge from the Word of God, we may be deceived into believing
the lie that will soon engulf the whole world.

The third edition of A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English: The Life of
Jesus Christ has been published to make the Scriptural truth of Jesus’ life known.
The simple facts contained in the four Gospels, when understood in their Scriptural
and historical time setting, reveal the dynamic and awesome meaning and purpose of
Jesus’ life. As you read and study this book, it is the author’s hope that you will find
truth more gratifying and rewarding than tradition or myth. Remember that the Gos-
pel accounts were written that you may believe and have eternal life: “But these have
been written, so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing, you may have life through His name” (John 20:31, AT).

Fred R. Coulter
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The Holy Land from Apollo 7 (Mediterranean Sea to left — Dead Sea in right center)
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Model of Herod’s Temple of the First Century AD
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WHEN WAS
JESUS CHRIST BORN?

The date of Jesus Christ’s birth has been a topic of controversy for centuries.
Various theories place the year of His birth in a range from 6 BC to 1 AD. As to the
season of the year, most believe that He was born in the winter. Some claim that He
was born in the spring, while others feel that He was born in the fall. Still others are
inclined to shrug their shoulders, declaring that they don’t know and that it really
doesn’t matter. While some theologians claim that it is not possible to know when
Jesus was born, they readily accept December 25 as the day to celebrate His birth.
They reason that the date or season is not as important as remembering the event.

Although an abundance of Scriptural and historical evidence proves that the tra-
ditional date for the birth of Jesus Christ is erroneous, the majority of professing
Christians still observe December 25 as His birthday. Few realize that the generally
accepted explanations and theories about when Jesus was born are based on ancient
pagan traditions that predate Jesus Christ’s birth by thousands of years. These age-
old customs of pagan origin entered the Christian churches many centuries ago and
are now viewed as an essential part of Christian worship. Most churches today en-
courage their members to freely participate in the popular customs of the Christmas
season.

While supposedly honoring the birth of Jesus Christ, the traditional observance
of Christmas actually distorts the Scriptural story of His birth and ignores the re-
vealed purpose of His coming to earth in the flesh. That event is, in fact, the chief
cornerstone and foundation of true Christianity. The birth of Jesus Christ fulfilled a
number of significant prophecies that are recorded in the Old Testament. A proper
understanding of the true circumstances of His birth can give us deeper insight into
the meaning of His life and the ultimate purpose of His coming.

The Scriptural and historical facts concerning the birth of Jesus Christ are readily
available to all who are willing to examine them. These records clearly reveal the
year, season and the approximate day of Jesus Christ’s birth. In this book, we will
take a close look at these Scriptural and historical facts. We will begin by examining
key events related to the birth of Jesus that are recorded in the New Testament and
are dated by secular history. We will establish their proper chronological order by
coordinating the dates in the Julian Calendar with the corresponding dates in the
Hebrew Calendar. As we continue our study, we will find that the Scriptural and
historical records provide a fixed time line by which we can determine the true date
of Jesus Christ’s birth.

JESUS WAS BORN DURING
THE REIGN OF HEROD THE GREAT

The Gospel of Matthew records that the birth of Jesus Christ occurred during the
reign of Herod the Great. When Herod heard that the prophesied king of the Jews
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had been born, he feared that the Jews would begin to revolt against his rule. Notice
Matthew’s account: “Now after Jesus had been born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the
days of Herod the king, behold, Magi from the east arrived at Jerusalem, saying,
‘Where is the one Who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the
east, and have come to worship Him.” But after Herod the king heard rhis, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him” (Matt. 2:1-3, AT).

Intending to slay the infant king, Herod summoned the scribes and chief priests
to Jerusalem to inquire where the Messiah would be born, according to the prophe-
cies in the Old Testament. Upon learning that Christ was prophesied to be born in
Bethlehem, Herod instructed the Magi to return and inform him when they had found
Him. But God intervened through His angels to prevent Herod from harming the
young Jesus:

“And after hearing the king, they departed; and behold, the star that they had seen
in the east went in front of them, until it came and stood over where the little child
was. And after seeing the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.

“And when they had come into the house, they found the little child with Mary
His mother, and they bowed down and worshiped Him; then they opened their
treasures and presented their gifts to Him, gold and frankincense and myrrh.

“But being divinely instructed in a dream not to return to Herod, they returned
into their own country by another way. Now after they had departed, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, ‘Arise and take the little
child and His mother, and escape into Egypt, and remain there until I shall tell you;
for Herod is about to seek the little child to destroy Him.” And he arose by night and
took the little child and His mother, and went into Egypt, and was there until the
death of Herod...” (Matt. 2:9-15, AT).

Matthew’s account of these events indicates that Herod died not long after Jesus
was taken to Egypt. After the death of Herod, Joseph brought Jesus and Mary back
from Egypt to Nazareth, a city in the district of Galilee: “Now when Herod had died,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in Egypt in a dream, saying, ‘Arise
and take the little child and His mother, and go into the land of Israel; for those who
were seeking the life of the little child have died.” And he arose and took the little
child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. But when he heard that
Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of Herod his father, he was afraid to go
there; and after being divinely instructed in a dream, he went into the parts of
Galilee. And after arriving, he dwelt in a city called Nazareth...” (Matt. 2:19-23, AT).

This Scriptural record offers conclusive evidence that the birth of Jesus Christ
occurred a short time before the death of Herod the Great. Through the historical
writings of Josephus, we can determine precisely when Herod reigned and when he
died. Josephus reveals the specific year that Herod was crowned king at Rome: “...And
thus did this man receive the kingdom, having obtained it on the hundred and eighty-
fourth olympiad, when Caius Domitius Calvinus was consul the second time and
Caius Asinius Pollio [the first time]” (Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, 14:14:5).
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An olympiad is four years in length and is reckoned from July to July. The 184th
olympiad extended from July 1, 44 BC, to June 30, 40 BC. Records of this period
show that Calvinus and Pollio were consuls in the year 714 AUC (years from the
founding of Rome), which was 40 BC (Finegan, Handbook of Biblical Chronology,
p. 96). Thus we know that Herod became king in 40 BC. While the olympiad was
reckoned from July 1 to June 30, the calendar year for consuls was reckoned from
January 1 to December 31. Since the 184th olympiad ended on June 30, 40 BC, and
the consuls did not take office until January 1 of that year, we know that Herod
was made king sometime during the six-month period from January through June of
40 BC.

Although Herod was crowned at Rome in 40 BC, three years passed before he
conquered Jerusalem and began to reign in that city: “When the rigour of winter was
over, Herod removed his army, and came near to Jerusalem and pitched his camp
hard by the city. Now this was the third year since he had been made king at Rome...”
(Josephus, Ant., 14:15:14).

While Herod launched his attack in the spring, it was not until the summer of that
year that he was able to take the city of Jerusalem. Josephus reveals the specific date
of this event: “...for it was summer time.... This destruction befell the city of Jerusa-
lem when Marcus Agrippa and Canninius Gallus were consuls of Rome, on the hun-
dred eighty and fifth olympiad, on the third month, on the solemnity of the fast...”
(Ibid., 14:16:2, 4).

The 185th olympiad extended from July 1, 40 BC, to June 30, 36 BC. Agrippa
and Gallus became consuls in 717 AUC, which corresponds to 37 BC. The fast of the
third month that Josephus refers to was the 23rd of Sivan, according to the Hebrew
Calendar, which was June 22 on the Julian Calendar. Herod completed the conquest
of the city of Jerusalem in the summer of 37 BC, and began to reign as king in
Jerusalem at that time.

Josephus provides additional historical records concerning the reign of Herod
that enable us to determine the time of his death: “...he [Herod] died...having reigned
since he had procured Antigonus to be slain, thirty-four years; but since he had been
declared king by the Romans, thirty-seven” (Ibid., 17:8:1). Josephus records else-
where in the same book that Antigonus was killed shortly after Herod had conquered
Jerusalem (Ibid., 14:16:4).

In linking Antigonus’s death with Herod’s conquest of Jerusalem in 37 BC,
Josephus confirms that Herod did not reign in Jerusalem until three years after his
coronation at Rome. Consequently, there are two methods of reckoning the reign of
Herod the Great — the Jewish method, which counts thirty-four years from 37 BC,
and the Roman method, which counts thirty-seven years from 40 BC. Since the first
year of his reign is included in the count, both methods of reckoning arrive at 4 BC as
the end of Herod’s reign. This date is conclusively established by the records of
history as the year that Herod died.

Josephus’s detailed account of Herod’s death enables us to further pinpoint the

time of the year. In his account, Josephus records that Herod died after an eclipse of
the moon but before Passover. The lunar eclipses that occurred during this period of
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history have been calculated in the book Solar and Lunar Eclipses of the Ancient
near East by M. Kudler and E. Mickler (published by Neukirchen-Bluyn: Verlas
Butson & Bercker Kevelaer, 1971). Here is a listing of the lunar eclipses:

7 BC - No eclipses

6 BC - No eclipses

5 BC - Total eclipse, March 23, 8:30 PM

5 BC - Total eclipse, September 15, 10:30 PM
4 BC - Partial eclipse, March 13, 2:20 AM

3 BC - No eclipses

2 BC - No eclipses

The first lunar eclipse to occur during this period was a total eclipse on March 23
in the year 5 BC. In this year the Passover, Nisan 14, was observed by the Jews on
March 22. Because the Scriptural reckoning of days is from sunset to sunset, the
Passover day extended from sunset March 21 to sunset March 22. Since the total
eclipse that occurred at 8:30 PM on the night of March 23 was after Passover and not
before, this was not the eclipse that Josephus refers to in conjunction with Herod’s
death.

The second total eclipse of the moon during this period took place on September
15, 5 BC, which was a significant day by Scriptural reckoning. According to the
Hebrew Calendar, September 15 was the 14th of Tishri (the seventh month). The
moon was totally eclipsed at 10:30 PM that night, which was the beginning of the
15th of Tishri, the first day of the Feast of Tabernacles. Josephus’s account of this
period of Jewish history includes a number of events which point to this eclipse as
the one that occurred shortly before the death of Herod. In recounting the final months
of Herod’s reign, Josephus gives us an accurate time frame for establishing the date
of Jesus Christ’s birth.

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF HEROD’S DEATH
REVEAL THE YEAR OF CHRIST’S BIRTH

Josephus gives us detailed records of the events that took place before the death
and burial of Herod. These events are listed chronologically in the synchronized
Hebrew/Roman calendar on pages 35-36. Events that are not specifically dated by
historical records have been given approximate dates, based on the evidence that is
available in history. This calendar accurately depicts the sequence of events which
took place during that time period.

Josephus relates that shortly before his death, Herod sent ambassadors to Rome.
As noted on the synchronized Hebrew/Roman calendar, this action is estimated to
have occurred during the week ending August 26, 5 BC. Sometime during the next
week, a group of zealots stormed the temple and proceeded to chop down the golden
idol that Herod had erected over one of the gates to the temple. Herod learned that
Matthias, the high priest, had incited the zealots to undertake this action in the mis-
taken belief that Herod was dead. Herod punished Matthias by removing him from
the office of high priest and burning him alive, as Josephus relates. In his writings,
Josephus shows that these events took place in the fall of the year and were marked
by an eclipse of the moon. Here is Josephus’s detailed account: “He deprived Matthias
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of the high priesthood, as in part an occasion of this action, and made Joazar, who
was Matthias’ wife’s brother, high priest in his stead. Now it happened, that during
the time of the high priesthood of this Matthias, there was another person made high
priest for a single day, that very day which the Jews observe as a fast day [the day of
Atonement, the 10th day of Tishri, the seventh month] ‘the great day of expiation.’
The occasion was this: Matthias the high priest, on the night before the day when the
fast was to be celebrated, seemed in a dream to have conversation [sexual relations]
with his wife: and because he could not officiate himself on that account, Joseph, the
son of Ellemus, his kinsman, assisted him in that sacred office. But Herod deprived
this Matthias of the high priesthood, and burnt the other Matthias, who had raised the
sedition, with his companions, alive. And that very night there was an eclipse of the
moon” (Ant., 17:6:4).

This eclipse was obviously an autumnal eclipse, as it occurred in Tishri, the
seventh month of the Hebrew Calendar, which corresponds to September/October
on the Julian Calendar. As documented in the record of lunar eclipses by Kudler and
Mickler, only one autumnal eclipse occurred during that period of history. This
was the eclipse of September 15, 5 BC, on the evening beginning the Feast of
Tabernacles — the 15th day of Tishri.

Josephus records the decline of Herod’s health after this autumnal eclipse and the
state of insanity that preceded his death. Shortly after the Feast of Tabernacles, Herod’s
“distemper” increased and he sought the help of the warm mineral baths at Callirrhoe,
which was located beyond the Jordan River. It has been estimated that he went there
the week ending November 4. There is no record of the exact length of his stay; but
since his funeral procession and burial took place after the winter, he must have
stayed there approximately eight or nine weeks. He then went to Jericho, probably
arriving by January 13. Josephus describes Herod’s deplorable mental state at that
time: “...and came again to Jericho, where he grew so choleric, that it brought him to
do all things like a madman; and though he was near his death, he contrived the
following wicked designs” (Ibid., 17:6:5).

Herod commanded the principal men of his government to come to Jericho, in-
tending to have them killed after his death. It is estimated that these men arrived at
Jericho by January 20 to 27. A few days later, Herod received letters from Rome
brought by the ambassadors he had sent. Although the news was good and seemed to
revive him, he attempted suicide soon afterward. His attempt was not successful, as
he was restrained by Achiabus. In his rage he ordered his son Antipater to be killed,
and he himself died five days later. Josephus records, “When he had done these
things, he died, the fifth day after he had caused Antipater to be slain; having reigned,
since he had procured Antigonus to be slain, thirty-four years; but since he had been
declared king by the Romans, thirty-seven” (Ibid., 17:8:1).

Herod died thirty-seven years from the time of his coronation at Rome in the
spring of 40 BC. Although his reign began near the end of the 184th olympiad (reck-
oned from July 1 to June 30), it is included as the first year in Josephus’s count.
Based on the records of Josephus and other historical evidence, Herod’s death is
estimated to have occurred during the week ending February 17, 4 BC.
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After Herod’s death, Archelaus succeeded Herod as king. He carried out Herod’s
wishes for an extended period of mourning and a long funeral before his burial. The
time needed for these ceremonies was approximately twenty-five days, not counting
Sabbaths. The chronology of these events is laid out step by step on the synchronized
Hebrew/Roman calendar on page 36. As illustrated in this calendar, the funeral
procession finished its journey with the arrival of Herod’s body in Jerusalem
during the week ending March 24, 4 BC, at which time Archelaus began his rule in
Jerusalem.

The records of Josephus clearly contradict the commonly held theory that the
eclipse of March 13, 4 BC, was the eclipse before Herod’s death. If Herod had died
after March 13, the extended mourning and funeral procession could not possibly
have been completed by March 24. As Josephus shows, these extended ceremonies
began many weeks before the Passover day and ended with Herod’s burial in the
middle of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which followed the Passover. To further
substantiate the time of Herod’s burial, Josephus records that at that time Archelaus
slaughtered 3,000 people who had crowded into the temple area to celebrate the
Feast of Unleavened Bread. This slaughter occurred during the week which ended
April 14, 4 BC, confirming that Herod’s burial took place about two months after his
death.

As recorded in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea
during the reign of Herod. After His birth, Jesus was taken to Egypt and remained
there for a period of time before Herod died. Matthew’s record of these events indi-
cates that the birth of Jesus occurred several months before the death of Herod. Since
Herod’s death occurred very early in 4 BC — approximately mid-February — it is
evident that Jesus was born sometime during the preceding year. Thus Herod’s death
places Christ’s birth in the year 5 BC. The Gospel of Luke provides additional
evidence that enables us to know the specific season of the year in which Christ was
born.

SCRIPTURAL EVIDENCE OF THE
SEASON OF JESUS CHRIST’S BIRTH

In his account of the birth of Jesus Christ, Luke records a major historical event
which took place at that time. Luke writes, “Now it happened in those days that a
decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. (This
registration first occurred when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) Then all went to be
registered, everyone to his own city” (Luke 2:1-3, AT).

The taxation and census decree by Caesar Augustus was carried out according to
the Jewish custom, which required that such taxes be collected after the fall harvest
(See Unger’s Bible Dictionary, pp. 199-200). Luke’s record of this taxation reveals
that the birth of Jesus took place during the autumn. When we combine Luke’s record
with Matthew’s account of Herod’s death, it is evident that Jesus was born in the fall
of 5 BC.

Luke gives us additional evidence that Jesus was born during the fall harvest
season by recording that there were no guest rooms available at the inn when Joseph
and Mary arrived in Bethlehem. The scarcity of room was due not only to the taxa-
tion but also to the festival days which followed the fall harvest. Many thousands of
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people were already in the Jerusalem area to observe the fall festival season. Bethlehem
was extremely crowded because of its proximity to Jerusalem. Since there was no
room at the inn, Joseph and Mary were forced to lodge in a barn. Jesus was born
there and was laid in a manger.

In addition, Luke makes it clear that Jesus was not born in the month of Decem-
ber by recording that shepherds were tending their flocks in the fields that night
(Luke 2:8). The shepherds in that region of Palestine always brought their flocks out
of the fields before the onset of winter. The flocks were never left to graze in the
pastures during the winter months because the cold weather prevented the grass from
growing. There is much discussion in Bible commentaries for those who desire to
further study these points.

RECORDS OF JOHN’S MINISTRY CONFIRM
CHRIST’S BIRTH IN THE FALL OF 5 BC

In his account of the beginning of John the Baptist’s ministry, Luke gives another
historical reference that helps us to verify the date of Jesus Christ’s birth: “Now in
the fifteenth year of the government of Tiberius Caesar...the word of God came unto
John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness. And he went into all the country around
the Jordan, proclaiming the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins” (Luke
3:1-3, AT).

Luke tells us that John the Baptist began his ministry in the fifteenth year of
Tiberius Caesar. A dispute has existed over which year of Tiberius’s reign was reck-
oned by Luke as the fifteenth year because the first two years of Tiberius’s reign
were a co-rulership with Augustus. Consequently, there are conflicting opinions as
to whether the Scriptural record includes Tiberius’s co-reign or counts from the
beginning of his sole reign.

The dispute is settled when we link Luke’s record with other Scriptural and his-
torical records of that time. The reign of Tiberius is firmly established by historical
records of the death of Augustus. Augustus died August 19 in the year that Sextus
Apuleius and Sextus Sillus were consuls. The year of the consuls’ rule was 767 AUC,
which was 14 AD. This date is confirmed by the fact that Augustus died 44 years,
lacking 13 days, after the Battle of Actium (Dio’s Roman History, Loeb ed., Book
LVI: 29-30, vol. 7, pp. 65, 69).

Josephus records that the Battle of Actium took place during the 187th olympiad
in the seventh year of the reign of Herod (Ant., 15:5:1-2; Wars, 1:20:3). The 187th
olympiad was the four-year period from July 1, 32 BC, to June 30, 28 BC. The Battle
of Actium took place during the second year of the olympiad, which was July 1,
31 BC to June 30, 30 BC. This was the seventh year of Herod’s reign by Jewish
reckoning, but the tenth year of his reign by Roman reckoning. Counting forward
44 years from the Battle of Actium, which ended in September, 31 BC, we arrive at
14 AD as the year of Augustus’s death.

Records of the reign of Augustus reveal that during his final years, “...the consuls
caused a law to be passed...that he [Tiberius] should govern the provinces jointly
with Augustus and hold the census with him” (Seutonius, Ed. J.C. Rolfe, LCL,
vol. 1, p. 323).
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Tiberius began his co-rulership with Augustus in 12 AD, two years before the
death of Augustus. Counting from this date, we arrive at 26 AD as the fifteenth year
of Tiberius and the beginning of John the Baptist’s ministry. Other Scriptural and
historical records confirm that John the Baptist began his ministry in the spring of 26
AD and that Jesus began His ministry six months later in the fall of 26 AD.

Major supporting evidence is found in the Gospel of John, which records the
words of the Jews at the time of the first Passover of Christ’s ministry. During this
Passover season, the Jews stated that the temple had been forty-six years in building
(John 2:20). We can determine the date of this Passover, and the first year of Christ’s
ministry, by counting from the year that the building of the temple began.

Josephus records that the building of the temple was begun during the eighteenth
year of Herod’s reign: “And now Herod, in the eighteenth year of his reign [that is,
the eighteenth in Jerusalem, but the twenty-first year from his coronation in
Rome]...undertook a very great work, that is to build of himself the temple of God”
(Ant., 15:11:1).

The eighteenth year of Herod’s reign in Jerusalem, which was the first year of
building the temple, was from the summer of 20 BC to the summer of 19 BC. Count-
ing forward, the forty-sixth year of building was from the summer of 26 AD to the
summer of 27 AD. The only Passover that occurred during this period of time was
the Passover of 27 AD. Thus Scriptural and historical records place the first Passover
of Christ’s ministry in the spring of 27 AD. Since His ministry began in the fall of the
year, we can date its beginning to the autumn of 26 AD.

THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
A KEY TO THE DAY OF JESUS CHRIST’S BIRTH

In the first chapter of the Gospel of Luke, we find a detailed account of the cir-
cumstances and events that preceded the birth of Jesus Christ. In this account, Luke
reveals that the conception of Jesus by the virgin Mary occurred six months after the
conception of John by Mary’s cousin Elizabeth, the wife of Zacharias. Zacharias was
a priest of God who served at the temple in Jerusalem.

At the beginning of his account, Luke records, “There was in the days of Herod,
the king of Judea, a certain priest of the course of Abijah, Zacharias by name....And
it came to pass that in fulfilling his priestly service before God in the order of his
course, according to the custom of the priestly service, it fell to him by lot to burn
incense when he entered into the temple of the Lord” (Luke 1:5, 8-9, AT).

Notice that Zacharias was executing his priestly duties according to the order and
course of Abijah. This information is most helpful in establishing the time frame of
Luke’s account. In ancient Israel, King David divided the duties of the priests into
twenty-four working courses, or shifts (I Chron. 24:7-19). Each course or shift was
assigned to work one full week, from noon Sabbath to noon Sabbath (Talmud, Sukkah).
The Old Testament records the exact rotation and time order of the priestly courses,
which continued down to New Testament times. Zacharias was of the course of
Abijah, which was the eighth course or shift in the series of yearly assignments for
the priesthood.
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Josephus, the noted Jewish historian, was a priest of the first course or shift.
Josephus confirms that the priestly courses established by King David were still
functioning in New Testament times. He records, “He [King David] divided them
also into courses...and he found [or established] of these priests, twenty-four
courses...and he ordained that one course should minister to God eight days, from
sabbath to sabbath...and this partition hath remained to this day” (Ant., 7:14:7). This
record confirms that the courses of priests remained in effect down to the time of
Zacharias and the birth of Jesus Christ. These courses undoubtedly continued until
the temple was destroyed in 70 AD.

The Talmud reveals that the first priestly course, or shift, began in the first full
week of the first month of the Hebrew Calendar. The second course worked the
second week. This rotation continued on a week-by-week basis through all twenty-
four courses. Each priestly course served a one-week shift twice each year. In addi-
tion, all courses were required to work during the three weeks in the year that coincided
with the three festival seasons: Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles. Thus all the
priests shared equally in the priestly responsibilities for the entire year.

We know that the angel Gabriel delivered the promise of John’s birth while
Zacharias was serving in his priestly course in the temple. The Gospel of Luke re-
veals that John was born six months before Jesus (Luke 1:35-36). Our examination
of both the Scriptural and historical records has established that Jesus was born in
the fall of 5 BC. Accordingly, John the Baptist was born in the spring of 5 BC and
was conceived nine months earlier in the summer of 6 BC. Knowing the year that
John was conceived enables us to determine the exact period of time that Zacharias
was serving in the temple.

In the year 6 BC, the first day of the first month (the month of Nisan according to
the Hebrew Calendar) was a weekly Sabbath. According to calculations synchroniz-
ing the Hebrew Calendar and the Julian Calendar, this Sabbath was March 20. Pro-
jecting forward, the assignments course by course, or week by week, were: Course
1, the first week; Course 2, the second week; all courses for the Passover and Feast of
Unleavened Bread, the third week; Course 3, the fourth week; Course 4, the fifth
week; Course 5, the sixth week; Course 6, the seventh week; Course 7, the eighth
week; Course 8, the ninth week; and all courses the tenth week, which was the week
of Pentecost. (See the synchronized Hebrew/Roman calendar on page 33.)

Because Zacharias was of the course of Abijah, the eighth course, he was as-
signed the ninth and tenth weeks from the beginning of the year. These weeks of
service were counted from noon Sabbath to noon Sabbath. The ninth week was from
Iyar 27 through Sivan 5, which corresponds to May 15 through May 22 on the Julian
Calendar. The tenth week, Sivan 5 through Sivan 12, or May 22 through May 29,
was the week of Pentecost. Sometime during these two weeks, the angel Gabriel
appeared to Zacharias in the temple and prophesied the birth of John.

Although the exact time of Gabriel’s appearance is not recorded, it is reasonable
to conclude that Gabriel delivered this message from God on the day of Pentecost.
The announcement that Zacharias’s wife Elizabeth would bear a son came during the
two weeks in which Zacharias served at the temple, and the day of Pentecost oc-
curred on Sivan 6, in the middle of the two-week period. Since John the Baptist’s
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birth was a major fulfillment of prophecy, it is appropriate that God would send
Gabriel on a holy day to announce the promise of his conception to Zacharias. Luke
records the angel Gabriel’s message to Zacharias as he was in the temple offering
incense: “According to the custom of the priestly service, it fell to him by lot to burn
incense when he entered into the temple of the Lord. And all the multitude of the
people outside were praying at the hour of the burning of incense. Then an angel of
the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. And when
he saw the angel, Zacharias was troubled, and fear fell upon him.

“But the angel said to him, ‘Fear not, Zacharias, because your supplication has
been heard; and your wife Elizabeth shall bear a son to you, and you shall call his
name John. And he shall be a joy and exultation to you; and many shall rejoice at his
birth. For he shall be great before the Lord. And he shall not drink wine and strong
drink in any form, but he shall be filled with the Holy Spirit even from his mother’s
womb. And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God. And he
shall go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers
to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord’ ” (Luke 1:9-17, AT).

Because Zacharias did not believe God’s promise, Gabriel pronounced a sign
from God. Zacharias would become mute and unable to speak until the child was
born and given the name John, which God had chosen (Luke 1:13, 19-20). After
completing his service at the temple, Zacharias returned to his house, and John was
conceived in the following days: “Now it came to pass that when the days of his
service were fulfilled, he departed to his house. And after those days, Elizabeth his
wife conceived, but hid herself for five months...”(Luke 1:23-24, AT).

The Gospel account indicates that Elizabeth became pregnant shortly after
Zacharias returned home. Since he returned on May 29, it is reasonable to assume
that she became pregnant between May 30 and June 12 (Sivan 13-26) in the year
6 BC. This estimated time allows a two-week conception period.

Luke was inspired to record that Elizabeth was in the sixth month of her preg-
nancy when the virgin Mary was miraculously impregnated through the power of the
Holy Spirit and conceived Jesus: “Now behold, Elizabeth your kinswoman has also
conceived a son in her old age; and this is the sixth month for her who was called
barren” (Luke 1:36, AT). Based on the estimated time of conception, the sixth month
of Elizabeth’s pregnancy was November/December by Roman reckoning.

Luke gives additional details which indicate that Mary become pregnant in the
last two weeks of Elizabeth’s sixth month. Mary was told by the angel Gabriel that
Elizabeth was already in the sixth month of her pregnancy. Mary then visited Eliza-
beth and stayed with her almost three months (Luke 1:39-40, 56). Soon after Mary
left, Elizabeth reached her full term of nine months, and John was born sometime
between Adar 19 and Nisan 3, or February 27 and March 11, in 5 BC.

As illustrated by the synchronized Hebrew/Roman calendar on page 34, Mary’s
probable conception period coincides with the last two weeks of Elizabeth’s sixth
month. That two-week period was Keslev 17-30, or November 28-December 11.
Projecting forward nine months from the estimated time of Mary’s conception,
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we arrive at the two-week period during which Christ was probably born. This
two-week time period was Elul 24-Tishri 8, or August 27-September 1. As the
synchronized Hebrew/Roman calendar shows, the Feast of Trumpets was the
middle day of this two-week period on page 35.

Many passages in the Bible show that the Feast of Trumpets pictures the second
coming of Jesus Christ. The Day of the Lord and the angelic trumpets in the book of
Revelation clearly project this symbolism and meaning. Is it not reasonable to con-
clude that God also chose the Feast of Trumpets as the day of Jesus Christ’s birth?
The apostle Paul reveals that the prophesied birth of Jesus was fulfilled at a set time.
Paul wrote, “But when the fulfillment of the time came, God sent forth His own Son,
born of a woman...” (Gal. 4:4, AT). While the Gospels do not reveal the specific day,
the birth of Jesus Christ on the Feast of Trumpets would be in harmony with God’s
great plan as portrayed through His annual holy days.

Although the Scriptures do not record the exact date of His birth, the Biblical and
historical evidence makes it abundantly clear that Jesus Christ was not born in the
middle of winter, or any time during winter or spring. All the evidence clearly points
to the two-week period around the Feast of Trumpets, in the fall of 5 BC, as the time
of the birth of Jesus Christ. Professing Christians today need to open their eyes to
this truth and forsake their misguided belief that Jesus was born on the 25th of
December. The truth of Scripture is that the observance of Christmas neither honors
Jesus Christ nor commemorates His birth. The traditional festivities that are observed
each year at Christmas time are a perpetuation of ancient pagan customs that no true
Christian should practice (Deut. 12:29-32, Jer. 10:1-8). These traditions, like other
religious traditions of this world, are promoting a form of worship that is neither
pleasing nor acceptable to God (Mark 7:6-9). Anyone who observes December 25 as
the birthday of Jesus Christ is not honoring God the Father and Jesus Christ but is
worshiping Them in vain.

e

Winter in the Holy Land, Jerusalem after a snowstorm in January
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The Calculated Hebrew Calendar
With the Julian Calendar

This synchronized calculated Hebrew/Julian calendar illustrates the time period
from March 6 BC to April 4 BC. The sequence of Scriptural, historical and astro-
nomical events depicted in this calendar reveals the actual year, season, and the most
likely day, of Jesus Christ’s birth. (See Appendix A for “A Synchronized Chart of
Historical and Scriptural Records that Establish the Year of Christ’s Birth,”
pp- 350-354.)

6 B.C. 6 B.C.
NISAN TAMMUZ
MARCH APRIL JUNE JULY
S M T W T F SAB S M T W T F SAB
20 17 18 19
1 1st Course begins - noon Sabbath 1 2 3
21 22 23 24 25 26 27  IstCourse works - 2nd Course begins 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
2 3 4 5 6 7 & noonSabbath 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
28 29 30 31 1 2 3 2nd Course works - All courses begin at 27 28 29 30 1 2 3
9 10 11 12 13 *I14 15  Passover 112 13 14 15 16 17
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 All work - 3rd Course begins noon 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
16 17 18 19 20 21 22  Sabbath 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
11 12 13 14 15 16 17  3rd Course works - 4th Course begins 11 12 13 14 15 End of 1st month of Elizabeth’s
23 24 25 26 27 28 29  noon Sabbath 25 26 27 28 29 pregnancy
18 *14th - Passover,
30 15th-21st - Feast of Unleavened Bread
6 B.C. 6 B.C.
IYAR AB
APRIL MAY JULY AUGUST
S M T W T F SAB S M T W T FSAB
19 20 21 22 23 24  4th Course works - 5th Course begins 16 17
I 2 3 4 5 6  noonSabbath 1 2
25 26 27 28 29 30 1 sth Course works - 6th Course begins 13 19 20 21 22 23 24
7 8 9 10 1 12 13 poon Sabbath 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
2 3 4 5 6 7 8  6thCourse works - 7th Course begins 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
14 15 16 17 18 19 20  noon Sabbath 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
9 10 11 12 13 14 15  7th Course works - 8th Course begins 1 2 3 4 5 6 17
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 noon Sabbath 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
16 17 8 9 10 11 12 13 14  End of 2nd month of Elizabeth’s
28 29 8th Course works 24 25 26 27 28 29 30  pregnancy
6 B.C. 6 B.C.
SIVAN ELUL
MAY JUNE AUGUST SEPTEMBER
S M T W T F SAB S M T W T F SAB
18 19 20 21 22  8th Course works - All courses begin at 1§ 16 17 18 19 20 2]
1 2 3 4 5 noonSabbath 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
*23 24 25 26 27 28 29  9th Course begins noon Sabbath 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
¥ 7 8 9 10 11 12  Zacharias leaves 8 9 1011 12 13 14
3031 1 2 3 4 5 29 30 31 1+ 2 3 4
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
6 7 8 9 10 11 12  Elizabeth’s probable two-week 5 6 7 8 9 10 11  Endof 3rd month of Elizabeth’s
20 21 22 23 24 25 26  conception period ends 22 23 24 25 26 27 28  pregnancy
13 14 15 16 *6th - Day of Pentecost (probably day 12 .
27 28 29 30 that Gabriel appeared to Zacharias) 29
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6 B.C.

TISHRI

SEPTEMBER
S MTW

13 14 15
1 2 3

19 20 21 22
7 8 9 10

26 27 28 29
14 *I5 16 17

3 4 5 6
21 22 23 24

10 11 12
28 29 30

6 B.C.

OCTOBER
T F SAB

16 17 18
4 5 6

23 24 25
11 12 I3

30 1 2
18 19 20

7 8 9
25 26 27

1st of Tishri - Feast of Trumpets

10th of Tishri - Day of Atonement

End of 4th month of Elizabeth’s
pregnancy

*]5th-21st - Feast of Tabernacles
22nd - Last Great Day

HESHVAN

OCTOBER
S MT W

13
1

17 18 19 20
5 6 7 8

24 25 26 27
12 13 14 15

31 12 3
19 20 21 22

7 8 9 10
26 27 28 29

6 B.C.

NOVEMBER

T F SAB

14 15 16
2 3 4

21 2223
9 10 11

28 29 30
16 17 18

4 5 6
23 24 25

11 End of 5th month of Elizabeth’s
30 pregnancy

KISLEV
NOVEMBER DECEMBER

S MTW

14 15 16 17

21 22 23 24
10 11 12 13

28 20 30 1
17 18 19 20

24 25 26 27

T F SAB

12 13
I 2

13 19 20
7 8 9

25 26 27
14 15 16

2 3 4
21 22 23

9 10 11
28 29 30

Mary. The power of the Holy Spirit

Then Mary visits Elizabeth.

End of 6th month of Elizabeth’s
pregnancy

6B.C./5B.C.
TEBETH

DECEMBER
S M T W

12 13 14 15
1 2 3 4

19 20 21 22
8 9 10 11

26 27 28 29
15 16 17 18

2 3 4 5
22 23 24 25

9
29

JANUARY
T F SAB

16 17 18
5 6 7

23 24 25
12 13 14

30 31 1
19 20 21

6 7 8
26 27 28

End of 7th month of Elizabeth’s
pregnancy

The angel Gabriel is sent to the virgin

overshadows her and she is impregnated.

End of 1st month of Mary’s pregnancy

5B.C.
SHEBAT
FEBRUARY

JANUARY

S MT W
10 11 12

1 2 3

16 17 18 19
7 8 9 10
23 24 25 26
14 15 16 17

30 31 1 2
21 22 23 M4

6 7 8
28 29 30

T

13
4

20
11

27
18

3
25

5B.C.
ADAR

FEBRUARY
S M T W

9
1

13 14 15 16
5 6 7 8

20 21 22 23
12 13 14 15

27 28 29 1
19 20 21 22

5 6 7 8
26 27 28 29

T

10
2

17
9

24
16

2
23

5B.C.
NISAN

MARCH
S MTW

14 15
6 7

19 20 21 22
11 12 13 *i4

26 27 28 29
18 19 20 21

12 13

25 26 27 28

16

23
15

30
22

29

5B.C.
IYAR

APRIL
T W

16 17 18 19

23 24 25 26
16 17 18 19

30 1 2 3
23 24 25 26

34

T

13

20
13

27
20

27

F SAB

14 15
5 06

21 22
12 13

28 29
19 20

4
26 27

End of 2nd month of Mary’s pregnancy

End of 8th month of Elizabeth’s
pregnancy

wn

MARCH

F SAB

i1 12
3 4
18 19
10 11
25 26
17 18

3 4

24 25  End of 3rd month of Mary’s pregnancy

End of 9th month of Elizabeth’s
pregnancy - John the Baptist born.

APRIL
F SAB

10 11
2 3

17 18
9 10

24 25
16 17

31 1
23 24 End of 4th month of Mary’s pregnancy

7 *14th - Passover,
30 15th-21st - Feast of Unleavened Bread

Total eclipse on March 23 at 8:30 p.m.

MAY
F SAB

14 15
7 8

21 22
*14 15

28 29
21 22

5 6
28 29

End of 5th month of Mary’s pregnancy



11

18
13

25
20

27

12

19
14

26
21

28

JULY

S

16
12

23
19

30
26

AUGUST

13
10

20
17

21
24

M

10

17
13

24
20

31
27

14
11

21
18

28
25
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5B.C.
SIVAN

16 17 18
10 11 12

23 24 25
17 18 19

30 31 1
24 25 26

5B.C.
TAMMUZ

T W T

6 7 8
1 2 3

13 14 15
8§ 9 10

20 21 22
15 16 17

27 28 29
22 23 24

4
29

11 12 13

18 19 20
14 15 16

25 26 27
21 22 23

28 29 30

5B.C.
ELUL

15 16 17
12 13 14

22 23 24
19 20 21

29 30 31
26 27 28

JUNE
F SAB

12

19
13

26
20

27

JULY
F SAB

9
4

16
11

23
18

30
25

4
1

It
8

18
15

25
22

1
29

13

20
14

27
21

28

10
5

17
12

24
19

26

SEPTEMBER
S M T W T F SAB

5
2

12
9

19
16

26
23

5B.C.
TISHRI

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER
S M T W T F SAB

6 7
5 6
10 11 12 13 14
9 *0 11 12 13
17 18 19 20 21
End of 6th month of Mary’s pregnancy 16 17 18 19 20

24 25 26 27 28
*Day of Pentecost 23 24 25 26 27

30

SB.C.
HESHVAN
OCTOBER
S MTWT

2 3 4 5
1 2 3 4

8§ 9 10 11 12
7 &8 9 10 11

15 16 17 18 19
4 15 16 17 18
22 23 24 25 26
End of 7th month of Mary’s pregnancy 21 22 23 24 25

29 30 31
28 29 30

5B.C.

KISLEV
NOVEMBER
S MTWT
1 2

1 2

5 6 7 8 9
5 6 7 8 9

12 13 14 15 16
12 13 14 15 16

19 20 21 22 23
19 20 21 22 23
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PART 1

FROM JESUS’ PRE-EXISTENCE AS
GOD TO THE FIRST PASSOVER
OF HIS MINISTRY IN 27 AD

1. JESUS CHRIST’S PRE-EXISTENCE AS CREATOR GOD
OF ALL THINGS AND THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL

JOHN 1

1. In the beginning® was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

2. He was in the beginning with God.

3. All things came into being through Him, and not even one thing that was created came
into being without Him.

4. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.

5. And the light shines in the darkness, but the darkness does not comprehend it.

a—Gen. 1:1

2. LUKE’S PREFACE AND DECLARATION
LUKE 1

1. Since many have taken in hand to compile a written narration of the matters which have
been fully believed among us,

2. As they delivered them to us, those who from the beginning had been eyewitnesses and
ministers of the Word,

3. It seemed good to me also, having accurately understood everything from the very first,
to write these things in an orderly sequence to you, most excellent Theophilus,

4. So that you might know the absolute certainty of the things in which you have been
instructed.

3. THE CONCEPTION OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
LUKE 1

5. There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest of the course of Abijah?,
Zacharias by name; and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was
Elizabeth.

6. Now they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the command-
ments and ordinances of the Lord.

7. But they did not have a child, as Elizabeth was barren; and both were well advanced in
age.

8. And it came to pass that in fulfilling his priestly service before God in the order of his
course,

9. According to the custom of the priestly service, it fell to him by lot to burn incense when
he entered into the temple of the Lord.

10. And all the multitude of the people outside were praying at the hour of the burning of
incense.

11. Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of
incense.

12. And when he saw the angel, Zacharias was troubled, and fear fell upon him.

a—1 Chron. 24:10
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13. But the angel said to him, “Fear not, Zacharias, because your supplication has been
heard; and your wife Elizabeth shall bear a son to you, and you shall call his name John.
14. And he shall be a joy and exultation to you; and many shall rejoice at his birth.

15. For he shall be great before the Lord. And he shall not drink wine and strong drink in
any form®, but he shall be filled with the Holy Spirit even from his mother’s womb.

16. And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.

17. And he shall go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord®.”

18. Then Zacharias said to the angel, “By what means shall I know this? For I am an old
man, and my wife is advanced in years.”

19. And the angel answered and said to him, “I am Gabriel, who stand in the presence of
God, and I was sent to speak to you, and to announce this good news to you.

20. But behold, you shall be silent and unable to speak until the day in which these things
shall take place, because you did not believe my words, which shall be fulfilled in their
time.”

21. Now the people were expecting Zacharias, and they were wondering why he was taking
such a long time in the temple.

22. But when he came out, he was not able to speak to them. Then they perceived that he
had seen a vision in the temple; for he was making signs to them, but he remained mute.
23. Now it came to pass that when the days of his service were fulfilled, he departed to his
house.

24. And after those days, Elizabeth his wife conceived, but hid herself for five months,
saying,

25. “The Lord has intervened for me in this, at the time in which He looked upon me to take
away my reproach among men.”

b - Num. 6:1-21; Judg. 13:4-5;1 Sam. 1:11 ¢ —Mal. 3:1; 4:5-6

An-Karem, Traditional Birth Place of John the Baptist
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4. THE ANGEL GABRIEL ANNOUNCES THE MIRACULOUS CONCEPTION
OF JESUS CHRIST TO THE VIRGIN MARY

LUKE 1

26. And in the sixth month of her pregnancy, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of
Galilee, named Nazareth,

27. To a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the lineage of David; and the
name of the virgin was Mary.

28. And after coming to her, the angel said, “Hail, you who are highly favored! The Lord is
with you; blessed are you among women.”

29. But when she saw him, she was greatly perplexed at his message, and was considering
what kind of salutation this might be.

30. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, because you have found grace with
God;

31. And behold, you shall conceive in your womb and give birth to a son; and you shall call
His name Jesus®.

32. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God shall give
Him the throne of David, His forefather®;

33. And He shall reign over the house of Jacob into the ages, and of His kingdom there shall
be no end®”

34. But Mary said to the angel, “How shall this be, since I have not had sexual relations with
a man?”’

35. And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit shall come upon you, and the
power of the Highest shall overshadow you; and for this reason, the Holy One being
begotten in you shall be called the Son of God.

36. Now behold, Elizabeth your kinswoman has also conceived a son in her old age; and
this is the sixth month for her who was called barren.

37. For with God nothing shall be impossible.”

38. And Mary said, “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; may it be done to me according to
your word.” And the angel departed from her.

a—Isa. 7:14 b-1ISam. 7:12-17 ¢ —1Isa. 9:6-7; Psa. 132:11; Jer. 23:5-6

5. AFTER THE HOLY CONCEPTION OF JESUS CHRIST,
THE VIRGIN MARY LEAVES TO VISIT HER COUSIN ELIZABETH,
WHO IS SIX MONTHS PREGNANT WITH JOHN THE BAPTIST

LUKE 1

39. And Mary rose up in those days and went into the hill country with haste, to a city of
Judah,

40. And entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.

41. Now it came to pass that when Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the babe leaped in her
womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit,

42. And she cried out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb.

43. But why is this happening to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?

44. For behold, as soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the babe in my womb
leaped in exultation.

45. And blessed is she who has believed, for there shall be a fulfillment of the things spoken
to her from the Lord.”

46. Then Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,

47. And my spirit has exulted in God my Savior.

48. For He has looked upon the humble estate of His handmaid; for behold, from this time
forward all generations shall count me blessed,?

a—-ISam. 1:11; Psa. 128:6
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49. Because the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name;"

50. And His mercy is toward those who fear Him, from generation to generation.°

51. He has worked strength with His arm; He has scattered the haughty in the imagination
of their hearts.d

52. He has put down rulers from thrones, and has exalted the lowly.

53. He has filled the hungry with good things, and ke rich He has sent away empty.f

54. He has helped His servant Israel, in remembering His mercy,?

55. Exactly as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever.”

56. And Mary dwelt with her about three months, and returned to her house.

b—Psa. 99:3;111:9 ¢ - Ex. 20:6; Psa. 103:17 d -1 Sam. 2:4; Psa. 89:10
e—Psa. 113:7; Job 5:11; 12:19; I Sam. 2:7 f-1Sam. 2:5; Psa. 107:9 g - Gen. 17:7; Isa. 41:8-9

6. THE VIRGIN MARY IS THREE MONTHS PREGNANT -
AN ANGEL TELLS JOSEPH TO ACCEPT MARY AS HIS WIFE

MATTHEW 1

18. And the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: Now His mother Mary had been betrothed
to Joseph; but before they came together, she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit.
19. And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man, and not willing to expose her publicly,
was planning to divorce her secretly.

20. But as he pondered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary to be your wife, be-
cause that which has been begotten in her is from the Holy Spirit.

21. And she shall give birth to a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus; for He shall save
His people from their sins.”

22. Now all this came to pass, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord
through the prophets, saying,

23. “Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall give birth to a son, and they shall call
His name Emmanuel”; which is, being interpreted, “God with us.”

24. And after Joseph had risen from his sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord had com-
manded, and took his wife to wed;

25. But he did not have sexual relations with her until after she had given birth to her Son,
the firstborn; and he called His name Jesus.

a—Isa. 7:14

7. THE BIRTH AND PROPHECIES OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
LUKE 1

57. Now Elizabeth’s time was fulfilled that she should give birth, and she bore a son.

58. And her neighbors and kinfolk heard that the Lord had magnified His mercy toward her,
and they rejoiced with her.

59. And it came to pass on the eighth day® that they came to circumcise the little child; and
they were calling him Zacharias, after the name of his father.

60. Then his mother answered and said, “No! But he shall be named John.”

61. And they said to her, “There is no one among your kinfolk who is called by this name.”
62. Then they made signs to his father as fo what he desired him to be named.

63. And after signaling for a writing tablet, he wrote, saying, “John is his name.” And they
were all amazed.

64. Then his mouth was immediately opened, and his tongue was loosed; and he spoke,
praising God.

65. And fear came upon all those who dwelt around them; and in the entire hill country of
Judea, all these things were being talked about.

a— Gen. 17:10-14; Lev. 12:3
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66. And all who heard these things laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this
little child be?” And the hand of the Lord was with him.

67. And Zacharias his father was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying,

68. “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, because He has visited and has worked redemp-
tion for His people,®

69. And has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant David;*

70. Exactly as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets since the world began;

71. Salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all those who hate us;?

72. To ftulfill the promise of mercy made to our fathers, and to remember His holy covenant,®
73. The oath that He swore to Abraham our father; to grant us that,

74. Being saved from the hand of our enemies, we might serve Him without fear,

75. Walking in holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our lives.

76. And you, little child, shall be called the prophet of the Highest; for you shall go before
the face of the Lord, to prepare His ways;!

77. To give the knowledge of salvation to His people by the remission of their sins,

78. Through the deep inner compassions of our God; in which the dayspring from on high
has visited us,

79. To shine upon those who are sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death, to direct our
feet into the way of peace.”®

80. And the little child grew and was strengthened in spirit; and he was in the deserts until
the day of his appearing to Israel.

b-Psa. 72:18; 111:9 c¢-1Sam. 2:10; Psa. 18:2 d-Psa. 18:3; 106:10
e —Gen. 17:7; Lev. 26:42; Psa. 105:8 f—Mal. 3:1; Isa. 40:3 g —TIsa. 8:22;9:2

8. THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST
LUKE 2

1. Now it happened in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered.

2. (This registration first occurred when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)

3. Then all went to be registered, everyone to his own city.

4. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city
of David which is called Bethlehem, because he was from the house and lineage of David;
5. To register himself along with Mary, who was betrothed to him as wife, and was great
with child.

6. And it came to pass that during the time they were there, the days were fulfilled for her to
give birth.

7. And she gave birth to her Son, the firstborn, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and
laid Him in the manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

8. Now there were shepherds in the same country, who were dwelling in the fields and
keeping watch over their flock by night;

9. And suddenly an angel of the Lord stood by them, and the glory of the Lord shined round
about them; and they were seized with great fear.

10. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I am announcing to you glad
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people;

11. For today, in the city of David, a Savior was born to you, Who is Christ the Lord.

12. Now this is the sign for you: you shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying
in a manger.”

13. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God,
and saying,

14. “Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth among men of goodwill.”

15. And it came to pass, as the angels were departing from them into heaven, that the shep-
herds said to one another, “Let us go now as far as Bethlehem, and let us see this thing that
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”
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16. And they made haste, and came and found both Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in
the manger.

17. Now after seeing Him, they made known everywhere the proclamation that they had
been told concerning this little child.

18. And all those who heard were filled with wonder by the things that were spoken to them
by the shepherds.

19. But Mary stored up all these sayings, pondering them in her heart.

20. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had
heard and seen, as it was said to them.

9. JESUS’ CIRCUMCISION AND PRESENTATION
AT THE TEMPLE

LUKE 2

21. Now when eight days were fulfilled for circumcising the little child,* His name was
called Jesus, which He was named by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.
22. And when the days were fulfilled for their purification according to the law of Moses,
they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord;

23. As it is written in the law of the Lord, that every male opening the womb shall be called
holy to the Lord;?

24. And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord: a pair of
turtledoves or two young pigeons.

a—Gen. 17:12; Lev. 12:3 b-Ex. 13:2

10. THE BLESSING AND PROPHECY OF SIMEON

LUKE 2

25. And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was
righteous and reverent, waiting for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon
him.

26. Now it had been divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see
death before he had seen the Christ of the Lord.

27. And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the little
child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law,

28. He also received Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said,

29. “Now You may let your servant depart in peace, O Master, according to Your word;
30. For my eyes have seen Your salvation,?

31. Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples;

32. A light for the revelation of the Gentiles and the glory of Your people Israel.”

33. And Joseph and His mother wondered at the things that were being spoken concerning
Him.

34. Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary, His mother, “Behold, this child is set for
the fall and rising up of many in Israel, and for a sign that shall be spoken against,

35. (And you also, a sword shall go through your own soul) in order that the imaginations of
many hearts may be revealed.”

a—1Isa. 52:10 b -Isa. 42:6;49:6
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11. THE LEGAL GENEALOGY
OF JESUS CHRIST
JOSEPH’S LINEAGE*

MATTHEW 1

1. The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ,
the son of David, the son of Abraham.

2. Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob;
and Jacob begat Judah and his brethren;

3. And Judah begat Phares and Zara of Thamar;
and Phares begat Esrom; and Esrom begat
Aram;

4. And Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab
begat Naasson; and Naasson begat Salmon,;

5. And Salmon begat Boaz of Rachab; and Boaz
begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse;

6. And Jesse begat David the king. And David
the king begat Solomon of the one who had
been wife of Urias,

7. And Solomon begat Roboam; and Roboam
begat Abia; and Abia begat Asa;

8. And Asa begat Josaphat; and Josaphat begat
Joram; and Joram begat Ozias;

9. And Ozias begat Joatham; and Joatham begat
Achaz; and Achaz begat Ezekias;

10. And Ezekias begat Manasses; and Manasses
begat Amon; and Amon begat Josias;

11. And Josias begat Jechonias and his breth-
ren at the time of the carrying away to Babylon.
12. And after the captivity in Babylon,
Jechonias begat Salathiel; and Salathiel begat
Zorobabel;

13. And Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud
begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor;

14. And Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat
Achim; and Achim begat Eliud;

15. And Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat
Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob; and Jacob
begat Joseph the husband of Mary, from whom
was born Jesus, Who is called Christ.

17. So then, all the generations from Abraham
to David were fourteen generations; and from
David until the carrying away to Babylon, four-
teen generations; and from the carrying away
to Babylon to the Christ, fourteen generations.

*I Chron. 1:34; 2:1-15; 3:1-19

12. THE PHYSICAL GENEALOGY
OF JESUS CHRIST
MARY'’S LINEAGE*

LUKE 3

23. And Jesus Himself began to be about thirty
years old, being, as was supposed, the son of
Joseph, the son-in-law of Eli,

24. The son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son
of Melchi, the son of Janna, the son of Joseph,
25. The son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, the
son of Naoum, the son of Esli, the son of
Naggai,

26. The son of Maath, the son of Mattathias,
the son of Semei, the son of Joseph, the son of
Juda,

27. The son of Joannes, the son of Rhesa, the
son of Zorobabel, the son of Salathiel, the son
of Neri,

28. The son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son
of Cosam, the son of Elmodam, the son of Er,
29. The son of Joses, the son of Eliezer, the son
of Joreim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi,
30. The son of Simeon, the son of Juda, the son
of Joseph, the son of Jonan, the son of Eliakim,
31. The son of Meleas, the son of Menna, the
son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son of
David,

32. The son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son
of Booz, the son of Salmon, the son of Naasson,
33. The son of Aminadab, the son of Aram, the
son of Esrom, the son of Phares, the son of Juda,
34. The son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son
of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nachor,
35. The son of Saruch, the son of Ragau, the
son of Phalek, the son of Eber, the son of Sala,
36. The son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad,
the son of Sem, the son of Noe, the son of
Lamech,

37. The son of Mathusala, the son of Enoch,
the son of Jared, the son of Maleleel, the son of
Cainan,

38. The son of Enos, the son of Seth, the son of
Adam, the son of God.

*[ Chron. 1:1-4, 24-28; 2:1-15; 3:17; Ruth 4:18-22

*1t is the general consensus of opinion among most scholars that the two apparently differing genealogies in
Matthew 1 and Luke 3 are very easily reconciled. The one given in Matthew is the legal genealogy. The one in
Luke is the bloodline from the physical inheritance through Mary his mother. Therefore it should read as
follows: “Now Jesus Himself began to be about thirty years old, being, as was supposed, the son of Joseph,
who was the son-in-law of Eli . . .” The physical genealogy to Mary comes from David through David’s son,

Nathan, not Solomon (Luke 3:31).
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13. THE BLESSING OF ANNA
LUKE 2

36. Now there was Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher; she
was of a great age, having lived with a husband seven years from her virginity;

37. And she was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the temple,
serving day and night with fastings and supplications.

38. And at the same time she came up, giving praise to the Lord; and she spoke concerning
Him to all those who were waiting for redemption in Jerusalem.

14. THE VISIT OF THE WISE MEN FROM THE EAST
MATTHEW 2

1. Now after Jesus had been born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of Herod the king,
behold, Magi from the east arrived at Jerusalem,

2. Saying, “Where is the one Who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in
the east,* and have come to worship Him.”

3. But after Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.

4. And after gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Christ should be born.

5. Then they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has been written by the prophet:
6. ‘And you, Bethlehem, land of Judea, in no way are you least among the princes of Judea;
for out of you shall come forth a Prince, Who shall shepherd My people Israel.”

7. Then Herod secretly called for the Magi and ascertained from them the exact time of the
appearing of the star.

8. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the little child; and
when you have found Him, bring word back to me, so that I also may go and worship Him.”
9. And after hearing the king, they departed; and behold, the star that they had seen in the
east went in front of them, until it came and stood over where the little child was.

10. And after seeing the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.

a—Num. 24:17 b-Mic. 5:2

15. AFTER OFFERING GIFTS TO JESUS,
THE WISE MEN RETURN A DIFFERENT WAY

MATTHEW 2

11. And when they had come into the house, they found the little child with Mary His
mother, and they bowed down and worshiped Him; then they opened their treasures and
presented their gifts to Him, gold and frankincense and myrrh.

12. But being divinely instructed in a dream not to return to Herod, they returned into their
own country by another way.
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16. THE ESCAPE INTO EGYPT
MATTHEW 2

13. Now after they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream, saying, “Arise and take the little child and His mother, and escape into Egypt, and
remain there until I shall tell you; for Herod is about to seek the little child to destroy Him.”
14. And he arose by night and took the little child and His mother, and went into Egypt,
15. And was there until the death of Herod; that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by
the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I have called My Son.”

a—Hos. 11:1

17. THE SLAUGHTER OF CHILDREN BY HEROD
MATTHEW 2

16. Then Herod, seeing that he had been mocked by the Magi, was filled with rage; and he
sent and put to death all the boys who were in Bethlehem and in the area all around, from
two years old and under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the Magi.

17. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying,

18. “A voice was heard in Rama, lamentation and weeping and great mourning, Rachel
weeping for her children; and she would not be comforted, because they were not.”*

a-—Jer. 31:15

18. JOSEPH AND FAMILY LEAVE EGYPT AND RETURN TO NAZARETH
MATTHEW 2

19. Now when Herod had died, behold, an an-
gel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in Egypt in
a dream,

20. Saying, “Arise and take the little child and
His mother, and go into the land of Israel; for
those who were seeking the life of the little child
have died.”

21. And he arose and took the little child and
His mother, and came into the land of Israel.
22. But when he heard that Archelaus was reign-
ing over Judea instead of Herod his father, he
was afraid to go there; and after being divinely
instructed in a dream, he went into the parts of
Galilee.

23. And after arriving, he dwelt in a city called LUKE 2

Nazareth; that it might be fulfilled which was 39. Now when they had completed all things
spoken by the prophets, “He shall be called a according to the law of the Lord, they returned
Nazarean.” to Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth.

Nazareth today
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19. THE CHILDHOOD AND GROWTH OF JESUS CHRIST
LUKE 2

40. And the little child grew and became strong in spirit, being filled with wisdom; and the
grace of God was upon Him.

41. Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the Passover.?

42. And when He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom
of the feast.

43. But when they departed after completing the days, the child Jesus remained behind, and
Joseph and His mother did not know it;

44. But supposing Him to be in the company, they went a day’s journey, and looked for Him
among the relatives and among the acquaintances.

45. And when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him.

46. Now it came to pass that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the
midst of the teachers, both hearing them and questioning them.

47. And all those who were listening to Him were amazed at His understanding and His
answers.

48. But when they saw Him, they were astonished; and His mother said to Him, “Son, why
have you dealt with us in this manner? Look, Your father and I have been very distressed
while searching for You.”

49. And He said to them, “Why is it that you were looking for Me? Don’t you realize that I
must be about My Father’s business?”

50. But they did not understand the words that He spoke to them.

51. Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and He was subject to them. But

His mother kept all these things in her heart.
52. And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.

a—Ex. 12:3-14; 23:14-17; Deut. 16:1-8

20. THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

AS A MESSENGER TO PREPARE THE WAY FOR THE LORD

JOHN 1

6. There was a man
sent by God, whose
name was John.

7. He came for a wit-
ness, that he might
testify concerning the
light, so that through
him all might believe.
8. He was not the
light, but came that he
might testify concern-
ing the light.

9. The true light was
that which enlightens
everyone who comes
into the world.

10. He was in the
world, and the world
came into being
through Him, but the
world did not know
Him.

LUKE 3

1. Now in the fifteenth
year of the govern-
ment of Tiberius
Caesar, when Pontius
Pilate was governor of
Judea, and Herod was
tetrarch of Galilee,
and Philip his brother
was tetrarch of Iturea
and the region
of Trachonitis, and
Lysanias was tetrarch
of Abilene,
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MATTHEW 3

1. Now in those days
John the Baptist came
preaching in the
wilderness of Judea,
2. And saying, “Re-
pent, for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand.”
3. For this is he who
was spoken of by
Isaiah the prophet,
saying, “The voice of
one crying in the wil-
derness, ‘Prepare the
way of the Lord, make
straight His paths.”
4. Now John himself
wore a garment of
camel’s hair, and a
leather belt around his
waist; and his food
was locusts and wild
honey.

MARK 1

1. The beginning of
the gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Son of
God;

2. As it is written in
the prophets: “Behold,
I send My messenger
before Your face, who
shall prepare Your
way before You.

3. The voice of one
crying in the wilder-
ness, ‘Prepare the way
of the Lord, make
straight His paths.””
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JOHN 1

11. He came to His
own, and His own did
not receive Him;

12. But as many as re-
ceived Him, to them
He gave authority to
become the children
of God, even to those
who believe in His
name;

13. Who were not be-
gotten by bloodlines,
nor by the will of the
flesh, nor by the will
of man; but by the will
of God.

14. And the Word be-
came flesh, and taber-
nacled among us (and
we beheld His glory,
the glory as of the
only begotten with the
Father), full of grace
and truth.

15. John testified con-
cerning Him, and pro-
claimed, saying, “This
was He of Whom 1
said, ‘He Who comes
after me has prece-
dence over me, be-
cause He existed
before me.””

16. And of His full-
ness we have all re-
ceived, and grace
upon grace.

17. For the Law was
given through Moses;
but the grace and the
truth came through
Jesus Christ.

18. No one has seen
God at any time; the
only begotten Son,
Who is in the bosom
of the Father, He has
declared Him.

LUKE 3

2. In the time of the
priesthood of Annas
and Caiaphas, the
word of God came
unto John, the son of
Zacharias, in the wil-
derness.

3. And he went into all
the country around the
Jordan, proclaiming
the baptism of repen-
tance for the remis-
sion of sins;

4. As it is written in
the book of the words
of the prophet Isaiah,
saying, “The voice of
one crying in the wil-
derness, ‘Prepare the
way of the Lord; make
straight His paths.’

5. Every valley shall
be filled, and every
mountain and hill
shall be made low;
and the crooked
places shall be made
into a straight path,
and the rough places
into smooth ways;

6. And all flesh shall
see the salvation of
God.”?

a —Isa. 40:3-5

The Jordan River East of Bethel

Orchards in Galilee
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21. JOHN’S RECORD - HE WAS NOT THE CHRIST
JOHN 1

19. And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem
to ask him, “Who are you?”

20. Then he freely admitted, and did not deny, but declared, “I am not the Christ.”

21. And they asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” And he said, “I am not.”
Then they asked, “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.”

22. Therefore, they said to him, “Who are you? What do you say about yourself, so that we
may give an answer to those who sent us?”

23. He said, “I am a voice crying in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,” as
Isaiah the prophet said.”™

24. Now those who had been sent belonged to the sect of the Pharisees.

25. And they asked him, saying to him, “Why then are you baptizing, if you are not the
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”

26. John answered them, saying, “I baptize with water; but there is one Who stands among
you Whom you do not know.

27. He it is Who comes after me, but Who has precedence over me; of Whom I am not

worthy to loose the thong of His sandal.”

a —Isa. 40:3

22. JOHN’S BAPTISM TO REPENTANCE, AND WARNING TO THOSE
WHO WANTED TO BE BAPTIZED WITHOUT REPENTING

MATTHEW 3

5. Then went out to him those
from Jerusalem, and all Judea,
and all the country around the
Jordan,

6. And were baptized by him
in the Jordan, confessing their
sins.

7. But after seeing many of the
Pharisees and Sadducees com-
ing to his baptism, he said to
them, “You brood of vipers,
who has forewarned you to flee
from the coming wrath?

8. Therefore, produce fruits
worthy of repentance;

9. And do not think to say
within yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham for our father’; for I
tell you that God is able from
these stones to raise up chil-
dren to Abraham.

10. But already the axe is strik-
ing at the roots of the trees;
therefore, every tree that is not
producing good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire.

MARK 1

4. John came baptizing in the
wilderness, and preaching the
baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins.

5. And all those of the country
of Judea went out, and those
of Jerusalem, and were all bap-
tized by him in the Jordan
River, confessing their sins.

6. Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair and wore a leather
belt around his waist, and he
ate locusts and wild honey.

7. And he preached, saying,
“The one Who is coming after
me is mightier than I, of Whom
I am not worthy to stoop
down to loose the thong of His
sandals.

8. I have indeed baptized you
with water; but He shall bap-
tize you with the Holy Spirit.”
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LUKE 3

7. For this reason, he said to
the multitudes who were com-
ing out to be baptized by him,
“You offspring of vipers, who
has forewarned you to flee
from the coming wrath?

8. Therefore, bring forth fruits
worthy of repentance; and do
not begin to say to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham for our fa-
ther,” because I tell you that
God has the power to raise up
children to Abraham from
these stones.

9. But the axe is already being
laid to the roots of the trees.
Therefore, every tree that is not
producing good fruit is cut
down and is cast into the fire.”
10. And the multitudes asked
him, saying, “What then shall
we do?”
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MATTHEW 3

11. I indeed baptize you with
water unto repentance; but the
one Who is coming after me is
mightier than I, of Whom I am
not fit to carry His sandals; He
shall baptize you with the Holy
Spirit, and with fire;

12. Whose winnowing shovel
is in His hand, and He will
thoroughly purge His floor, and
will gather His wheat into the
granary; but the chaff He will
burn up with unquenchable
fire.”

ot
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LUKE 3

11. And he answered and said
to them, “The one who has two
coats, let him give to the one
who has none; and the one who
has food, let him do the same.”
12. Now the tax collectors also
came to be baptized, and they
said to him, “Master, what shall
we do?”

13. And he said to them, “Ex-
act nothing beyond that which
is appointed to you.”

14. Then those who were sol-
diers also asked him, saying,
“And we, what shall we do?”
And he said to them, “Do not
oppress or falsely accuse any-
one, and be satisfied with your
wages.”

15. But as the people were
filled with expectation, and
they were all reasoning in their
hearts about John, whether or
not he might be the Christ,

16. John answered all of them,
saying, “I indeed baptize you
with water; but He is coming
Who is mightier than I, of
Whom I am not fit to loose the
thong of His sandals. He shall
baptize you with the Holy
Spirit, and with fire;

17. Whose fan is in His hand,
and He will thoroughly purge
His floor, and will gather the
wheat into His granary; but
the chaff He will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

18. And with many other
exhortations he preached the
gospel to the people.
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THE FOUR PASSOVER SEASONS

THE BASIC FRAMEWORK FOR JESUS CHRIST’S
THREE-AND-ONE-HALF-YEAR MINISTRY

By recording Jesus’ observance of the Passover and the feasts of God, the Gospel
writers enable us to know the exact timing of His ministry. During the lifetime of
Jesus Christ, all the feasts of God in the Hebrew Calendar were calculated by the
same method that is in use today. This method was used by the priests and Levites as
early as the sixth century BC for proclaiming the holy days of God. Therefore, it is
possible to know the exact dates of the feasts and holy days during the lifetime of
Jesus Christ. In this book, when the dates in the Hebrew Calendar are used, the
corresponding dates in the Julian Calendar are also given.

In the Gospel accounts, we find more references to the Passover than to any other
feast. The four Passover seasons that are recorded by the Gospel writers give us
the basic framework for Jesus Christ’s three-and-one-half-year ministry, which
culminated in His death in 30 AD. He died on the Passover day, Nisan 14, which
corresponds to April 5 on the Julian Calendar.

Jesus Christ always observed the Passover on Nisan 14. The first Passover of His
ministry took place in 27 AD. In that year, Nisan 14 fell on Wednesday, April 9.
Since the days of the Hebrew Calendar are reckoned from sunset to sunset, Nisan 14
began when the sun set on Tuesday, April 8. The observance of this Passover is
recorded in John 2:13 and 23.

The second Passover of Jesus’ ministry is not recorded in the Gospel accounts.
However, we do find a reference to the Feast of Unleavened Bread which followed
that Passover. The Gospel of Luke directly refers to the last day of this feast, which
was an annual Sabbath. Notice Luke’s account: “Now it came to pass on the
second Sabbath after the first that He was walking through the grain fields; and His
disciples were plucking the ears and were eating, after rubbing them in their hands”
(Luke 6:1, AT).

As the account shows, the disciples were plucking the ears of grain before the
kernels had matured and become hard, indicating that the time setting was the spring
of the year. The Greek text provides additional information to verify that this event
occurred during the spring festival season, which included the Passover and the Feast
of Unleavened Bread. In the Greek text, the term evteponpotog is used by Luke.
This term, which is translated “the second Sabbath after the first,” literally means
“the second-first Sabbath,” or “the second Sabbath of the first rank or order.” The
term 3£VTEPOTPOTOG specifically refers to annual Sabbaths, which always take pre-
cedence over the weekly Sabbath. Luke’s use of this term reveals that Jesus and the
disciples were going through the grain fields on the second annual Sabbath of that
year, the last day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which occurred on Nisan 21, or
Monday, April 5, in 28 AD. Luke’s reference to this holy day is the only Gospel
record of the second Passover/Unleavened Bread season during Jesus’ ministry.
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The third Passover season of Jesus’ ministry is recorded in the Gospel of John.
The reference that we find in John 6:4 relates to events that took place shortly before
the Passover, which occurred on Nisan 14, or Saturday, April 16, 29 AD.

The fourth Passover of Jesus’ ministry, which was His last Passover, occurred on
Nisan 14, or Wednesday, April 5, 30 AD. All the Gospel writers recorded the events
of the fourth and last Passover in great detail.

When we compare the four Gospel accounts, we find that Matthew and Mark
recorded only the last Passover. Luke recorded the second Passover season as well as
the fourth and last Passover. John recorded the first and third Passovers in addition to
the last Passover, omitting only the second Passover from his Gospel. John, who
wrote the last of the Gospel accounts, recorded the Passover seasons not found in the
other accounts. He did not need to include the second Passover/Unleavened Bread
season because Luke had recorded it in his account.

Together, the Gospel accounts give us the four Passover seasons that form the
framework for the ministry of Jesus Christ.

The Wilderness of Judea
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23. CHRIST’S BAPTISM AT 30 YEARS OF AGE BY JOHN THE BAPTIST IN THE
JORDAN RIVER AT BETHABARA NEAR THE SEA OF GALILEE

MATTHEW 3

13. Then Jesus came
from Galilee to the
Jordan to John, to be
baptized by him.

14. But John tried to
prevent Him, saying,
“I have need to be
baptized by You, and
do You come to me?”
15. Then Jesus an-
swered and said to
him, “You must per-
mit it at this time; for
in this manner it is fit-
ting for us to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then
he permitted Him to
be baptized.

16. And after He was
baptized, Jesus came
up immediately out of
the water; and behold,
the heavens were
opened to him, and he
saw the Spirit of God
descending as a dove,
and coming upon
Him;

17. And behold, a
voice from heaven
said, “This is My Son,
the Beloved, in Whom
I have great delight.”*

MARK 1

9. And it came to pass
in those days that
Jesus came from
Nazareth of Galilee,
and was baptized by
John in the Jordan.
10. And immediately,
as He was coming up
out of the water, he
saw the heavens open,
and the Spirit de-
scending upon Him
like a dove.

11. And a voice came
from heaven, saying,
“You are My Son, the
Beloved, in Whom 1
have great delight.”?

LUKE 3

21. Now it came to
pass after all the
people were baptized,
and Jesus was bap-
tized and was praying,
that the heaven was
opened,

22. And the Holy
Spirit descended upon
Him in a bodily form
like a dove; and there
came a voice from
heaven, saying, “You
are My beloved Son;
in You I am well
pleased.”

a—Psa. 2:7; Isa. 42:1

Headwaters of Jordan
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JOHN 1

28. These things took
place in Bethabara
across the Jordan,
where John was
baptizing.

29. On the next day,
John sees Jesus com-
ing to him, and he
says, “Behold the
Lamb of God, Who
takes away the sin of
the world.

30. He is the one con-
cerning Whom I said,
‘After me comes a
man Who has prece-
dence over me, be-
cause He existed
before me.

31. And I did not
know Him; but that
He might be mani-
fested to Israel, there-
fore I came baptizing
with water.”

32. And John testified,
saying, “I myself be-
held the Spirit de-
scending as a dove out
of heaven, and it re-
mained on Him.

33. And I did not
know Him before; but
He Who sent me to
baptize with water
said to me, ‘Upon
Whom you shall see
the Spirit descending,
and remaining on
Him, He is the one
Who baptizes with the
Holy Spirit.’

34. And I have seen,
and have borne wit-
ness that this is the
Son of God.”
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24. JOHN THE BAPTIST SHOWS JESUS TO ANDREW AND PETER
JOHN 1

35. On the next day, John was again standing there, and two of his disciples with him.

36. And as he gazed upon Jesus walking, he said, “Behold the Lamb of God!™*

37. And the two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.

38. Now when Jesus turned and saw them following, He said to them,

39. “What are you seeking?” And they said to Him, “Rabbi (which is to say, being inter-
preted, “Teacher”), where do You dwell?”

40. He said to them, “Come and see.” They went and saw where He was dwelling, and they
remained with Him that day. Now it was about the tenth hour.

41. Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two who heard this from John and
followed Him.

42. First, he found his own brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah”
(which is, being interpreted, “the Christ”).

a—Isa. 53:7,11; Ex. 12:3

25. PHILIP AND NATHANAEL FIND JESUS CHRIST
JOHN 1

43. And he led him to Jesus. And when He saw him, Jesus said, “You are Simon, the son of
Jona. You shall be called Cephas” (which is, being interpreted, “a stone).”

44. On the next day, Jesus desired to go into Galilee; and He found Philip and said to him,
“Follow Me.”

45. Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.

46. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him of Whom Moses wrote in
the Law, and also the prophets, Jesus, the son of Joseph; He is from Nazareth.

47. And Nathanael said to him, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to
him, “Come and see.”

48. Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said concerning him, “Behold, truly an Israel-
ite in whom there is no guile.”

49. Nathanael said to Him, “How did you know me?” Jesus answered and said to him,
‘“Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”

50. Nathanael answered and said to Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King
of Israel.”™

51. Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I told you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,” do
you believe? Greater things than these shall you see.”

52. And He said to him, “Truly, truly I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and
the angels of God descending to and ascending from the Son of man.”

a—Psa. 2:6

26. JESUS CHRIST’S FIRST RECORDED MIRACLE:
TURNING WATER INTO WINE

JOHN 2

1. Now on the third day, there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus
was there.

2. And Jesus and His disciples were also invited to the marriage.

3. And when there was a shortage of wine, Jesus’ mother said to Him, “They do not have
wine.”

4. Jesus said to her, “Woman, what do you desire to have Me do? My time has not yet
come.”

5. Then His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.”

6. Now there were six water vessels of stone standing there, in accordance with the tradi-
tional purification of the Jews, each one having a capacity of two or three firkins.

7. Jesus said to them, “Fill the water vessels with water.” And they filled them to the brim.
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JOHN 2

8. Then He said to them, “Now draw some out and bring it to the master of the feast”” And
they brought it to him.

9. Now when the master of the feast tasted the water that had become wine, not knowing
from where it had come (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the
feast called the bridegroom,

10. And said to him, “Every man serves the good wine first; and when the guests have drunk
freely, then he serves the inferior wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.”

L1. This beginning of the miracles that Jesus did took place in Cana of Galilee, and revealed
His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.

12. After this He went down to Capernaum, He and His mother and His brothers and His
disciples; and they remained there not many days.

Firkins of Water — Jewish Water Containers Excavated in Israel
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27. JESUS CHRIST IS TEMPTED FOR FORTY DAYS
AND NIGHTS BY SATAN THE DEVIL

MATTHEW 4

1. Then Jesus was led up into
the wilderness by the Spirit, in
order to be tempted by the
devil.

2. And when He had fasted for
forty days and forty nights,
afterwards He was famished.
3. And when the tempter came
to Him, he said, “If You are the
Son of God, command that
these stones become bread.”
4. But He answered and said,
“It is written, ‘Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceeds out
of the mouth of God.” ”*?

5. Then the devil took Him to
the holy city and set Him upon
the edge of the temple,

6. And said to Him, “If You are
the Son of God, cast Yourself
down; for it is written, ‘He
shall give His angels charge
concerning You, and they shall
bear You up in their hands, lest
You strike Your foot against a
stone.’ ”*®

7. Jesus said to him, “Again, it
is written, ‘You shall not tempt
the Lord your God.” ”

8. After that, the devil took
Him to an exceedingly high
mountain, and showed Him all
the kingdoms of the world and
their glory,

9. And said to Him, “All these
things will I give You, if You
will fall down and worship
me.”

10. Then Jesus said to him,
“Begone, Satan! For it is writ-
ten, ‘You shall worship the
Lord your God, and Him alone
shall you serve.”

11. Then the devil left Him;
and behold, angels came and
ministered to Him.

MARK 1

12. And soon after, the Spirit
compelled Him to go out into
the wilderness;

13. And He was there in the
wilderness for forty days,
tempted by Satan, and was
with the wild animals; and
afterwards angels ministered
to Him.

“Command These Stones”

“... To Become Food”
— American Stock Photo

Pinnacle of Tower of David

a—Deut. 8:3 b-Psa. 91:11-12 ¢ —Deut. 6:13; 10:20
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LUKE 4

1. And Jesus, filled with the
Holy Spirit, returned from the
Jordan, and was led by the
Spirit into the wilderness

2. For forty days, to be tempted
by the devil. And He ate noth-
ing in those days; and after
they had come to an end, He
hungered.

3. Then the devil said to Him,
“If You are the Son of God,
command that this stone
become bread.”

4. But Jesus answered him,
saying, “It is written, ‘Man
shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word of God.” ’*

5. Then the devil led Him up
into a high mountain and
showed Him all the kingdoms
of the world in a moment of
time.

6. And the devil said to Him,
“I will give You all this author-
ity, and the glory of them all;
for it has been delivered to me,
and I give it to whomever I
desire.

7. Therefore, if You will wor-
ship me in my presence, all
things shall be Yours.”

8. But Jesus answered and said
to him, “Get behind Me, Satan;
for it is written, ‘You shall
worship the Lord your God,
and Him only shall you
serve.” ¢

9. Then he led Him to Jerusa-
lem and set Him upon the edge
of the temple, and said to Him,
“If You are the Son of God, cast
Yourself down from here;

10. For it is written, ‘He shall
give His angels charge
concerning You, to keep You;

11. And in their hands they
shall bear You up, lest You
strike Your foot against a
stone.”
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LUKE 4

12. But Jesus answered and
said to him, “Itis clearly stated,
“You shall not tempt the Lord
your God.”

13. Now when the devil had
completed every temptation,
he departed from Him for a
time.

d - Deut. 6:16

Temple Mount and Dome of the Rock with the Mosque of Omar
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PART II

FROM PASSOVER 27 AD
TO PASSOVER 28 AD

28. AFTER THE TEMPTATION, JESUS FIRST SHOWS HIMSELF
AT THE TEMPLE IN POWER AND ZEAL -
THIS IS FIRST PASSOVER AND FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD
DURING CHRIST’S MINISTRY

JOHN 2

13. Now the Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

14. And He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the
money exchangers sitting there;

15. And after making a scourge of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with both the
sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money exchangers, and overturned
the tables.

16. And to those who were selling the doves, He said, “Take these things out of here! Do
not make My Father’s house a house of merchandise.”

17. Then His disciples remembered that it was written, “The zeal of Your house has eaten
Me up.”®

18. As a result, the Jews answered and said to Him, “What sign do You show to us, seeing
that You do these things?”

19. Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it
up.”

20. Then the Jews said, “This temple was forty-six years in building, and You will raise it up
in three days?”

21. But He spoke concerning the temple of His body.

22. Therefore, when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had
said this to them; and they believed the Scriptures, and the word that Jesus had spoken.
23. Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed on His
name, as they observed the miracles that He was doing.

24. But Jesus did not entrust Himself to them, because He knew all men;

25. And He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He knew what was in man.

a—Psa. 69:9

29. NICODEMUS COMES TO JESUS AT NIGHT -
THE PHARISEES KNEW JESUS CAME FROM GOD

JOHN 3

1. Now there was a man of the Pharisees, Nicodemus by name, a ruler of the Jews.

2. He came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher Who
has come from God; because no one is able to do the miracles that You are doing, unless
God is with him.”

3. Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly I say to you, unless a person is born anew,
he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

4. Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man who is old be born anew? Can he enter his
mother’s womb a second time and be born?”
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A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English — The Life of Jesus Christ

JOHN 3

5. Jesus answered, “Truly, truly I say to you, unless a person has been born of water and of
Spirit,* he cannot enter the kingdom of God.

6. That which has been born of the flesh is flesh; and that which has been born of the Spirit
is spirit.

7. Do not be amazed that I said to you, ‘It is necessary for you to be born anew.’

8. The wind blows where it will, and you hear its sound, but you do not know the place from
which it comes and the place to which it goes; so also is everyone who has been born of the
Spirit.”

9. Nicodemus answered and said to Him, “How can these things be?”

10. Jesus answered and said to him, “You are a teacher of Israel, and you do not know these
things?

11. Truly, truly I say to you, We speak that which We know, and We testify of that which We
have seen; but you do not receive Our testimony.

12. If I have told you earthly things, and you do not believe, how shall you believe if I tell
you heavenly things?

13. (And no one has ascended into heaven, except He Who came down from heaven, even
the Son of man, Who is in heaven.)

a— 1o be “born of Spirit” refers to the resurrection from the dead 1o eternal life as a glorified spirit being.

30. A PROPHECY OF HIS OWN DEATH AND CRUCIFIXION

14. And even as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, in the same way it is ordained
that the Son of man be lifted up;*
15. So that everyone who believes in Him may not perish, but may have everlasting life.

a—Num. 21:8-9

31. GOD GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON TO SAVE THE WORLD

16. For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, so that everyone who
believes in Him should not perish, but may have everlasting life.

17. For God sent not His Son into the world that He might judge the world, but that the
world might be saved through Him.

18. The one who believes in Him is not judged; but the one who does not believe has already
been judged, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
19. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world; but men loved darkness
rather than the light; because their works were evil.

20. For everyone who practices evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, so that
his works may not be exposed;

21. But the one who practices the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be mani-
fested, that they have been accomplished by the power of God.”

32. JESUS BEGINS BAPTIZING

22. After these things, Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea; and there He
stayed with them and was baptizing.
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33. JOHN IS STILL BAPTIZING AT THE SAME TIME
JOHN 3

23. And John was also baptizing in Aenon, near Salim, because there was much water
there; and the people were coming and were being baptized.

34. JOHN NOT YET PUT IN PRISON
24. For John had not yet been cast into prison.

35. JOHN THE BAPTIST’S MINISTRY TO DECREASE
AND JESUS’ MINISTRY TO INCREASE - JOHN EXPLAINS
WHO AND WHAT HE IS AND WHO AND WHAT CHRIST IS

25. Then there arose a question between the disciples of John and some of the Jews about
purification.

26. And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, He Who was with you beyond J ordan,
to Whom you have borne witness, behold, He is baptizing, and all are coming to Him.”
27. John answered and said, “No one is able to receive anything unless it has been given to
him from heaven.

28. You yourselves bear witness to me that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,” but that I am sent
before Him.

29. The one who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who
stands by and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the voice of the bridegroom; in this
then, my joy has been fulfilled.

30. It is ordained that He increase, and that I decrease.

31. He Who comes from above is above all. The one who is of the earth is earthy, and
speaks of the earth. He Who comes from heaven is above all,

32. And what He has seen and heard, this is what He testifies; but no one receives His
testimony.

33. The one who has received His testimony has set his seal that God 1s true;

34. For He Whom God has sent speaks the words of God; and God gives not the Spirit by
measure unto Him.

36. MUST BELIEVE AND HAVE COMPLETE TRUST
AND FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST

35. The Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hand.
36. The one who believes in the Son has everlast-ing life; but the one who does not obey the
Son shall not see life, for the wrath of God remains on him.”

37. JESUS CHRIST’S DISCIPLES DO THE BAPTIZING

JOHN 4

1. Therefore, when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and
baptizing more disciples than John,

2.(Although Jesus Himself was not baptizing, but His disciples,)

3. He left Judea, and went away again into Galilee.

4. Now it was necessary for Him to pass through Samaria.
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38. JESUS CHRIST AND THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA AT THE WELL

JOHN 4

5. And He came to a city of Samaria called Sychar, near the land that Jacob had given to his
son Joseph.?

6. And Jacob’s fountain was there; Jesus therefore, being wearied from the journey, sat there
by the fountain. It was about the sixth hour.

7. A woman came out of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”

8. For His disciples had gone away into the city, so that they might buy provisions.

9. Therefore, the Samaritan woman said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me, a
Samaritan woman, fo give You a drink?” For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.

10. Jesus answered and said to her, “If you had known the gift of God, and Who it is that
said to you, ‘Give Me a drink,” you would have asked Him, and He would have given you
living water.”

11. The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing with which to draw water, and the well
is deep; how then do You have the living water?

12. Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it, and his
sons, and his cattle?”

13. Jesus answered and said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water shall thirst again;
14. But whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; rather, the water
that I'shall give him shall become a fountain of water within him, springing up into everlast-
ing life.”

15. The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not thirst or need to come
here to draw water.”

16. Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband and come back here.”

17. The woman answered and said, “I do not have a husband.” Jesus said to her, “You have
spoken well in saying, ‘I do not have a husband’;

18. For you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband.
This you have spoken truly.”

19. The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet.

20. Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, but you say that the place where it is obligatory
to worship is in Jerusalem.”

21. Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you shall neither in this
mountain nor in Jerusalem worship the Father.

22. You do not know what you worship. We know what we worship, for salvation is of the
Jews.

23. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in
spirit and in truth; for the Father is indeed seeking those who worship Him in this manner.
24. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth.”

25. The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming, Who is called Christ; when
He comes, He will tell us all things.”

26. Jesus said to her, “I Who speak to you am He.”

27. Now at this time His disciples came, and they were amazed that He was speaking with a
woman; however, no one said, “What are You seeking?” or, “Why are You talking with
her?”

28. Then the woman left her waterpot and went away into the city, and said to the men,
29. “Come and see a man who told me everything that I have done. Can it be that He is the
Christ?”

30. Then they went out of the city and came to Him.

31. But in the meantime, the disciples were asking Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.”

32. And He said to them, “I have meat to eat that you are not aware of”

33. Therefore, the disciples said to one another, “Did anyone bring Him something to eat?”
34. Jesus said to them, “My meat is to do the will of Him Who sent Me, and to finish His
work.

a - Josh. 24:32
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35. Do not say that there are yet four months, and then the harvest comes. I say to you, look
around. Lift up your eyes and see the fields, for they are already white to harvest.

36. And the one who reaps receives a reward, and gathers fruit unto eternal life; so that the
one who is sowing and the one who is reaping may both rejoice together.

37. For in this the saying is true, that one sows and another reaps.

38. 1 sent you to reap that in which you have not labored; others have labored, and you have
entered into their labor.”

39. Now many of the Samaritans from that city believed on Him because of the word of the
woman, who testified, “He told me everything that I have done.”

40. Therefore, when the Samaritans came to Him, they asked Him to remain with them; and
He remained there two days.

41. And many more believed because of His word;

42. And they said to the woman, “We no longer believe because of your word, for we have
heard Him ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Christ, the Savior of the world.”

39. JOHN IS CAST INTO PRISON
LUKE 3

19. But Herod the tetrarch, after being reproved by him for marrying Herodias, the wife of
Philip his brother, and for all the evils that Herod had done,
20. Added this to all that: he locked up John in prison.

40. JESUS RETURNS INTO GALILEE
JOHN 4

43. And after two days, He departed from there and went into Galilee;

44. For Jesus Himself testified that a prophet has no honor in his own country.

45. Therefore, when He came into Galilee, the Galileans received Him, having seen all the
things that He did in Jerusalem during the feast, for they also had gone to the feast.

46. Then Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee, where He had made the water become wine.
And there was a certain royal official in Capernaum whose son was sick.

47. When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, e went to Him and asked
Him if He would come down and heal his son; for he was about to die.

48. Therefore, Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders, you will not believe at
all”

49. The royal official said to Him, “Sir, come down before my little child dies.”

50 Jesus said to him, “Go; your son lives.” And the man believed the word that Jesus said to
him, and went away.

51. Now as he was going down to his house, his servants met him and reported, saying,
“Your child is alive and well.”

52. Then he inquired of them at what hour he began to improve. And they said to him,
‘“Yesterday, at the seventh hour, the fever left him.”

53. Therefore, the father knew that it was at the hour that Jesus said to him, “Your son lives.”
And he himself believed, and his whole household.

54. This was the second miracle that Jesus did after again coming out of Judea into Galilee.
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JESUS BEGINS PREACHING IN GALILEE AFTER
JOHN THE BAPTIST IS PUT IN PRISON

The first six months of Jesus’ ministry was used for private teaching. During that
time He was baptized, made initial contact with His disciples, performed His first
miracle — changing the water into the wine at the wedding feast — then was tempted
of the Devil for forty days and nights. After that, He presented Himself at the temple
in Jerusalem. Jesus began His public preaching and ministry at the temple in Jerusa-
lem during the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread in A.D. 27.

Following the Feast of Unleavened Bread, Jesus and His disciples spent several
weeks baptizing in Judaea (John 3:22). At the same time John the Baptist was
still baptizing at Aenon, because he had not yet been put in prison. After John’s
imprisonment, Jesus returned through Samaria into Galilee, just before the Feast of
Pentecost, and began preaching.

The account written in the book of John correlates the events and fills in details
not contained in the summary account recorded in the book of Mark.
Together John and Mark give the complete picture.

41. AFTER JOHN IS PUT IN PRISON, JESUS COMES INTO GALILEE,
PREACHING IN POWER AND ANNOUNCING ABOUT KINGDOM OF GOD

MARK 1

14. Now after the imprison-
ment of John, Jesus came into
Galilee, proclaiming the
gospel of the kingdom of God,
15. And saying, “The time has
been fulfilled, and the kingdom
of God is near at hand; repent,
and believe in the gospel.”

MATTHEW 4

12. Now when Jesus had heard
that John was put in prison, He
went into Galilee.

LUKE 4

14. Then Jesus returned in the
power of the Spirit to Galilee;
and word about Him went out
into the entire country around.
15. And He taught in their
synagogues, and was glorified
by all.

42. JESUS PREACHES IN NAZARETH ON THE SABBATH DAY

LUKE 4

16. And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and according to His custom,
He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day* and stood up to read.*

a—Lev. 23:10-21; Deut. 16:9-10

*The words “on the Sabbath day” are translated from the Greek words gv tn 1| pepo twv coPfotmv. A literal
translation would be, “Now on the day of the sabbaths”; or, “Now on the day of the weeks.” The use of the
Greek Tov cafotmv, meaning “Sabbaths” or “weeks,” indicates that this verse is referring to the day of
Pentecost. Because this day is observed after counting a period of seven full weeks, it was known in New
Testament times as “the day of the weeks.” The day of Pentecost does not fall on the weekly Sabbath but is an
annual Sabbath.
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LUKE 4

17. And there was given Him the book of the prophet Isaiah; and when He had unrolled the
scroll, He found the place where it was written,

18. “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me; for this reason, He has anointed Me to preach the
gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal those who are brokenhearted, to proclaim pardon
to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to send forth in deliverance those who
have been crushed,

19. To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”®

20. And after rolling up the scroll and delivering it to the attendant, He sat down; and the
eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fixed on Him.

21. Then He began to say to them, “Today, this Scripture is being fulfilled in your ears.”
22. And all bore witness to Him and were amazed at the words of grace that were coming
out of His mouth; and they said, “Is not this the son of Joseph?”

23. And He said to them, “Surely, you will say this parable to Me: ‘Physician, heal Yourself'!
Whatever we have heard being done in Capernaum, do also here in Your own country.” ”
24. But He said, “Truly I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his own country.

25. For in truth, I say to you, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the
heavens were shut up for three years and six months, and there was great famine upon all
the land;

26. And Elijah was not sent to any of them, but only to a widow in Sarepta, a city of Sidonia.
27. There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet; and none of them
were cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.”™

28. Now all in the synagogue who heard these things were filled with indignation.

29. And they rose up and cast Him out of the city, and led Him to the edge of the mountain
on which their city was built, in order to throw Him down headlong;

30. But He passed safely through their midst and departed.

b-1Isa. 58:6;61:1-2 ¢-1K.17:8-9;18:1-2; 11 K. 5:1, 14

43. JESUS GOES TO CAPERNAUM

LUKE 4 MATTHEW 4
31. Then He went down to Capernaum, a city 13. And after leaving Nazareth, He came and
of Galilee, and taught them on the Sabbath days. dwelt in Capernaum, which is on the seaside,
32. And they were astonished at His teaching, on the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim;
for His word was with authority. 14. That it might be fulfilled which was spo-

ken by the prophet Isaiah, saying,

15. “The land of Zabulon and the land of
Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles;?

16. The people who were sitting in darkness
have seen a great light; and to those who were
sitting in the realm and shadow of death, light
has sprung up.”

17. From that time Jesus began to preach and
to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand.”

a-Isa. 9:1-2

Hill Country of Galilee
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44. JESUS CALLS THE DISCIPLES TO FOLLOW HIM -
THEY GO ON FIRST PREACHING TOUR OF GALILEE

MARK 1

16. And as He was walking by
the Sea of Galilee, He saw
Simon and his brother Andrew
casting a large net into the sea,
for they were fishermen.

17. And Jesus said to them,
“Follow Me, and I will make
you become fishers of men.”
18. And they immediately left
their nets and followed Him.
19. And after moving a little
way on from there, He saw
James the son of Zebedee, and
his brother John; and they were
in the ship, mending the nets.
20. And He called them at
once; and leaving their father
Zebedee in the ship with the
hired servants, they followed
Him.

MATTHEW 4

18. And as Jesus was walking
by the Sea of Galilee, He saw
two brothers, Simon who is
called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, casting a large net into
the sea; for they were fisher-
men.

19. And He said to them, “Fol-
low Me, and I will make you
fishers of men.”

20. Then they immediately left
their nets and followed Him.
21. And after leaving there, He
saw two other brothers, James
the son of Zebedee, and John
his brother, in the ship with
Zebedee their father, mending
their nets; and He called them.
22. And they immediately left
the ship and their father and
followed Him.

“I Will Make You Fishers of Men”

68

LUKE 5

1. Now it came to pass that
while the multitude was press-
ing on Him to hear the Word
of God, He was standing by the
Lake of Gennesaret;

2. And He saw two ships stand-
ing by the shore of the lake, but
the fishermen had left them and
were washing their nets.

3. And after going into one of
the ships, which was Simon’s,
He asked him to put out from
the shore a little; and He sat
down and taught the multi-
tudes from the ship.

4. Now when He had finished
speaking, He said to Simon,
“Put out into the deep, and let
your nets down for a haul.”

5. Then Simon answered and
said, “Master, we have labored
through the entire night, and
we have taken nothing; but at
Your word, I will let the net
down.”

6. And when they did this, they
enclosed a great school of fish;
and their net was breaking.

7. Then they signaled to their
partners, those in the other
ship, that they should come
and help them; and they came
and filled both the ships, so that
they were sinking.

8. And when he saw this,
Simon Peter fell at Jesus’
knees, saying, “Depart from
me, for I am a sinful man,
Lord.”

9. For great fear came upon
him and all those with him, on
account of the miraculous haul
of fish that they had taken;

10. And in like manner also
upon James and John, the sons
of Zebedee, who were partners
with Simon. Then Jesus said
to Simon, “Fear not; from
this time forth you shall be
catching men.”
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Ruins of Marketplace in Gerasa

LUKE 5

11. And after bringing the
ships to land, they forsook
everything and followed Him.

45. JESUS CASTS OUT A DEMON, AFTER TEACHING
IN A SYNAGOGUE ON THE SABBATH,
AND HIS FAME SPREADS FAR AND WIDE

MARK 1

21. Then they went into Capernaum; and on
the Sabbath day He immediately went into the
synagogue and taught the people.

22. And they were astonished at His doctrine;
for He was teaching them as one having au-
thority, and not as the scribes.

23. Now in their synagogue there was a man
with an unclean spirit; and it cried out,

24, Saying, “Ah! What have we to do with You,
Jesus the Nazarene? Have You come to destroy
us? I know Who You are — the Holy One of
God!™

25. But Jesus rebuked it, saying, “Be silent, and
come out of him.”

26. And after throwing him into convulsions
and crying out with a loud voice, the spirit came
out of him.

27. Then all were astonished, so that they ques-
tioned among themselves, saying, “What is
this? What new teaching is this, that with
authority He commands even the unclean
spirits, and they obey Him?”

28. And His fame swiftly spread into all the
country around Galilee.*

LUKE 4

33. Now a man who had an unclean spirit was
in the synagogue; and he cried out with a loud
voice,

34. Saying, “Ah! What have we to do with You,
Jesus the Nazarene? Have You come to destroy
us? I know Who You are, the Holy One of
God.”®

35. And Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘“Be silent,
and come out of him.” And after throwing him
into the midst, the demon came out of him and
did not hurt him in any way.

36. Then astonishment came upon everyone,
and they spoke to one another, saying, “What
message is this, that with authority and power
He commands the unclean spirits, and they
come out?”

37. And news of His powerful deeds
spread through every place in the surrounding
country.*

a—Psa. 16:10; Dan. 9:24

*Jesus’ Galilean ministry began on a Sabbath, which probably was the Feast of Pentecost. From that time his
fame spread far and wide, which must have taken many months. The chronology would certainly indicate that
it took most of the next year. He preached throughout Galilee, and people were coming from as far away as
Syria, Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and beyond the Jordan River. Jesus preached throughout all the syna-
gogues in Galilee. Covering all the synagogues in all of Galilee required a great deal of time. This section

gives a summary of what Jesus did during this time.
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46. JESUS HEALS PETER’S MOTHER-IN-LAW

MARK 1

29. And as soon as they had
gone out of the synagogue,
they came into the house of
Simon and Andrew, with James
and John.

30. And Simon’s mother-in-
law was lying sick with a fe-
ver. And they spoke to Him at
once about her.

31. And He came to her, and
took her by the hand and raised
her up. And immediately the
fever left her, and she served
them.

LUKE 4

38. Now after going out of the
synagogue, He went into
Simon’s house. And Simon’s
mother-in-law was sick with a
great fever; and they asked
Him to intervene for her.

39. Then He stood over her and
rebuked the fever, and it left
her. And immediately she
arose and served them.

MATTHEW 8

14. And after coming into
Peter’s house, Jesus saw
Peter’s mother-in-law lying
sick with a fever;

15. Then He touched her hand,
and the fever left her; and she
rose up and served them.

47. AFTER THE SABBATH, IN THE EVENING,

MARK 1

32. Now in the evening, when
the sun had gone down, they
brought to Him all who were
diseased, and those who were
possessed by demons;

33. And the entire city was
gathered together at the door.
34. Then He healed many who
were sick with various dis-
eases, and He cast out many
demons; but He did not allow
the demons to speak, because
they knew Him.

JESUS HEALS MANY

LUKE 4

40. Now as the sun was going
down, all those who had sick
persons with various diseases
brought them to Him; and He
laid His hands on each one of
them and healed them.

41. And demons went out from
many, crying out and saying,
“You are the Christ, the Son of
God.” But He rebuked them
and did not allow them to
speak, because they knew that
He was the Christ.

MATTHEW 8

16. Now when evening had
come, they brought to Him
many possessed with demons,
and He cast out the spirits by
His word, and healed all who
were sick;

17. So that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by Isaiah the
prophet, saying, “He Himself
took our infirmities and bore
our diseases.”

48. JESUS RISES EARLY IN THE MORNING TO PRAY

MARK 1

35. And at the time of the morning watch, while
it was still night, He rose up; and going out, He
departed into a desert place, and was praying
there.

36. And Simon, and those who were with him,
went out after Him.

37. And after finding Him, they said to Him,
“Everyone is looking for You.”

38. But He said to them, “Let us go into the
neighboring country towns, so that I may also
preach there; because for this purpose I have
come.”

A Desert Place
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49. JESUS PREACHES THROUGHOUT GALILEE

MARK 1

39. And He preached in all
their synagogues in Galilee,
and cast out demons.

LUKE 4

42. Now when day came, He
departed and went into a desert
place; but the multitudes
searched for Him, and came to
Him and were detaining Him,
that He might not leave them.
43, Then He said to them, “It
is necessary for me to preach
the gospel of the kingdom of
God to the other cities; for this
is the reason that 1 have been
sent.”

44, And He went about
preaching in the synagogues
of Galilee.

MATTHEW 4

23. And Jesus went throughout
all Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, and preaching the
gospel of the kingdom, and
healing every disease and
every bodily ailment among
the people.

24. Then His fame went out
into all Syria; and they brought
to Him all who were sick, op-
pressed by various diseases and
torments, and possessed by
demons, and lunatics, and
paralytics; and He healed them.
25. And great multitudes fol-
lowed Him from Galilee, and
Decapolis, and Jerusalem, and
Judea, and beyond the Jordan.

Synagogue Ruins in Capernaum
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Fishermen in Boat on Sea of Galilee
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THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

The Sermon on the Mount was delivered at the beginning of Jesus Christ’s min-
istry. After choosing twelve of His disciples to be witnesses of all the words that He
spoke, Jesus taught them the basic spiritual principles that are recorded in Matthew
5-7 and Luke 6. These teachings, now known as the Sermon on the Mount, were the
beginning words of the New Covenant. Unlike the Old Covenant, which offered the
physical blessings of health and prosperity, the New Covenant opened the way to the
spiritual blessings of eternal life with everlasting power and glory.

Throughout the Bible, there is a contrast between the physical and the spiritual.
The words of the apostle Paul show that the physical comes first, then the spiritual (I
Cor. 15:45-47). Adam, the first man on earth, came from the earth and was physical.
The second Adam, Jesus Christ, came from heaven and is spiritual. In like manner,
the Old Covenant, which was physical, was established before the New Covenant,
which is spiritual. On the day of Pentecost, God established the Old Covenant with
the children of Israel by proclaiming the Ten Commandments from the top of Mount
Sinai. The event was so terrifying to the people that they pleaded with Moses not to
have God speak to them any longer: “And all the people saw the thunderings, and the
lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the
people saw it, they removed and stood afar off. And they said unto Moses,
‘Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die’ ”
(Ex. 20:18-19, KJV).

Because the children of Israel were afraid to hear God speak, Moses stood be-
tween God and the people to bring them all the words of God. Moses went up to the
top of Mount Sinai to meet with God. At that time, God gave him the statutes, judg-
ments and other laws to deliver to the children of Israel. As the intermediary who
delivered the law to the people, Moses was considered a lawgiver, although he did
not originate any of the laws or commandments himself (Ex. 20-23).

When Moses came down from meeting with God, he read all the words of God in
the hearing of the people. With one voice, the people agreed to obey all that God had
commanded. Then the covenant was ratified with a blood sacrifice: “And Moses
came and told the people all the words of the LORD, and all the judgments: and all
the people answered with one voice, and said, ‘All the words which the LORD hath
said will we do.” And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD, and rose up early in
the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according to the
twelve tribes of Isracl. And he sent young men of the children of Israel, which of-
fered burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen unto the LORD. And
Moses took half of the blood, and put iz in basins; and half of the blood he sprinkled
on the altar. And he took the book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the
people: and they said, ‘All that the Lord hath said will we do, and be obedient.” And
Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, and said, ‘Behold the blood of
the covenant, which the LORD hath made with you concerning all these words’
(Ex. 24:3-8, KJV).
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The covenant that God made with the children of Israel at Mount Sinai contained
blessings and cursings. God promised to bless the children of Israel if they would
obey His commands and laws; but if they disobeyed, they would reap curses in
return for their sins and transgressions. In this manner, God established the Old
Covenant with the twelve tribes of Israel: “See, I have set before thee this day life
and good, and death and evil; in that I command thee this day to love the LORD
thy God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments and His statutes
and His judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply: and the LORD thy God
shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it.

“But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away,
and worship other gods, and serve them; I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall
surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your days upon the land, whither thou
passest over Jordan to go to possess it. I call heaven and earth to record this day
against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: there-
fore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live: that thou mayest love the
LORD thy God, and that thou mayest obey His voice, and that thou mayest cleave
unto Him: for He is thy life, and the length of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in the
land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to
give them” (Deut. 30:15-20, KJV).

Moses’ office as mediator and lawgiver was a physical type of the coming spiri-
tual Lawgiver, Jesus Christ. When the children of Israel were about to enter the
Promised Land, God gave Moses this prophecy of the coming Messiah: “And the
LORD said unto me, ‘They have well spoken that which they have spoken [that they
did not want God to speak to them, but Moses]. I will raise them up a Prophet from
among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put My words in His mouth; and He
shall speak unto them all that I shall command Him. And it shall come to pass, that
whosoever will not hearken unto My words which He shall speak in My name, I will
require if of him’ ” (Deut. 18:17-19, KJV).

Jesus Christ the Spiritual Lawgiver

This prophecy of the coming Messiah reveals that every person who rejects the
words of Jesus Christ will be held accountable by God in the judgment day. During
His ministry, Jesus confirmed that He was that Prophet and that His words are
the standard by which all will be judged: “But if anyone hears My words and
does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world, but to
save the world. The one who rejects Me and does not receive My words has
one who judges him; the word which I have spoken, that shall judge him in the
last day. For I have not spoken from Myself; but the Father, Who sent Me,
gave Me commandment Himself, what I should say and what I should speak”
(John 12:47-49, AT).

The spiritual office of Jesus Christ far overshadows the physical office of Moses.
Jesus Christ was God manifest in the flesh. He was the Lord God of the Old Testa-
ment Who had established the Old Covenant with the children of Israel. He came to
earth to deliver them from the curses that the covenant had imposed for their sins,
and to redeem all mankind from the death penalty for their transgressions of God’s
holy and righteous laws (Rom. 7:14; 3:9-19). His death ended the Old Covenant with
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the administration of death, and established the New Covenant, which offers the gift
of eternal life.

Unlike the Old Covenant, which required obedience to the letter of the law, the
New Covenant is based on obedience from the heart — fulfilling the laws of God not
only in the letter, but also in their complete spiritual intent. For this reason, Jesus
Christ came as the spiritual Lawgiver to amplify and magnify the commandments
and laws of God, as prophesied by Isaiah: “The LORD is well pleased for His
righteousness’ sake; He will magnify the law, and make it honourable [or glorious]”
(Isa. 42:21, KJV).

As the spiritual Lawgiver, Jesus Christ revealed the full meaning of the laws of
God. He received a commission from God the Father to preach the gospel and pro-
claim the spiritual meaning of the commandments of God, in order to bring the knowl-
edge of salvation to the world. After John the Baptist was put in prison, Jesus Christ
began His ministry. He commanded the people to repent of their sins and believe the
gospel: “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God....And saying,
‘The time has been fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is near at hand; repent, and
believe in the gospel’ ” (Mark 1:1, 15, AT).

Throughout His ministry, Jesus taught repentance from sin, which is clearly
defined in the New Testament as the transgression of the laws of God (I John 3:4).
God inspired the words of Jesus Christ to be recorded in the Gospels and canonized
by the apostles with the other books of the New Testament. Through the ages, from
Jesus’ time until now, God has divinely preserved these Scriptures for the world.

The four Gospel accounts of the life and ministry of Jesus Christ reveal that God
now requires obedience to His commandments not only in the letter of the law but in
the spirit of the law. But in spite of Jesus’ teachings, which magnify the laws and
commandments of God, most professing Christians have been taught that Jesus Christ
came to abolish the laws of God. Jesus emphatically denounced this teaching in the
Sermon on the Mount: “Deo not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill. For truly I say to you, until the
heaven and the earth shall pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in no way pass
from the Law until everything has been fulfilled” (Matt. 5:17-18, AT).

How Did Jesus Christ Fulfill the Law?

When Jesus Christ fulfilled the law, He did not abolish it. Jesus’ own words in the
Gospel of Matthew make this fact very clear. Then in what way did He fulfill the
law?

In order to recognize how He fulfilled the law, we must understand the meaning
of the word “fulfill.” The English word “fulfill” is translated from the Greek verb
TANPOWpleeroo, which means: “to make full, to fill full, to fulfill....in Mt. 5:17
depending on how one prefers to interpret the context, TANpow pleeroo is
understood here either as fulfill = do, carry out, or bring to full expression = show
forth in its true spiritual meaning, or as fill up = complete” (Arndt and Gingrich, A
Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament).
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As the spiritual Lawgiver, Jesus Christ fulfilled the law of God by bringing it to
its full expression, revealing its complete spiritual meaning and intent. He “filled the
law to the full” by teaching obedience in the spirit of the law. To fulfill the Law of
God by amplifying its meaning and application is the exact opposite of abolishing
the law. If Jesus had come to abolish the laws of God, He would not have magnified
and expanded their meaning, making them even more binding. If the laws of God
were not binding today there could be no sin, because “sin is the transgression of the
law” (I John 3:4, AT). And if there were no sinners, there would be no need of a
Savior. But the Scriptures of both the Old Testament and the New Testament testify
that Jesus Christ came to save mankind from sin. Instead of abolishing or “doing
away with the law,” Jesus came to take upon Himself the penalty for our sins and
transgressions of the laws of God, and to show us the way to eternal life through
spiritual obedience from the heart. That is how He magnified the laws and
commandments of God and made them honorable.

The Spiritual Meaning of the Commandments
Revealed in the Sermon on the Mount

As the spiritual Lawgiver, Jesus Christ taught His disciples the spiritual meaning
and application of every one of God’s laws and commandments. Let us examine how
He magnified the Sixth Commandment in the Sermon on the Mount: “You have
heard that it was said to those in ancient times, ‘You shall not commit murder; but
whoever commits murder shall be subject to judgment.” But I say to you, everyone
who is angry with his brother without cause shall be subject to judgment. Now you
have heard it said, “Whoever shall say to his brother, “Raca,” shall be subject to the
judgment of the council.” But [ say to you, whoever shall say, ‘You fool,” shall be
subject to the fire of Gehenna” (Matt. 6:21-22, AT).

Jesus made it clear that murder begins in the heart and is rooted in hatred and
anger. The spiritual amplification of the Sixth Commandment, as taught by Jesus
Christ, extends far beyond the letter of the law, which judges only physical acts of
violence. Under the New Covenant, this commandment must be obeyed in the thoughts
and intents of the heart. Obedience is no longer restricted to the letter of the law and
the actual committing of murder. By the new spiritual standard for obedience, hatred
in one’s heart is judged as murder. This spiritual standard also applies to hatred for
an enemy: “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and
hate your enemy.’ But I say to you [as the spiritual Lawgiver], love your enemies,
bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those
who despitefully use you and persecute you; so that you may be the children of
your Father Who is in heaven. For He causes His sun to rise on the evil and on the
good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For if you love those who love
you, what reward do you have? Do not the tax collectors practice the same thing?
And if you salute your brethren only, what have you done that is extraordinary? Do
not the tax collectors practice the same thing? Therefore, you shall be perfect, even
as your Father Who is in heaven is perfect” (Matt. 5:43-48, AT).

When Jesus was dying on the cross, He set the perfect example of loving His
enemies and praying for those who despitefully used Him. Notice Jesus’ prayer for
them as He suffered agony and ignominy at their hands: “Then Jesus said, ‘Father,
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing’ ” (Luke 23:34, AT).
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In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus also taught the spiritual meaning and applica-
tion of the Seventh Commandment: “Thou shalt not commit adultery.” Notice how
Jesus magnified this commandment: “You have heard that it was said to those
in ancient times, ‘You shall not commit adultery.” But I say to you [as the spiritual
Lawgiver], everyone who looks upon a woman to lust after her has already
committed adultery with her in his heart” (Matt. 5:27-28, AT).

Jesus made the Seventh Commandment far more binding than the letter of
the law. From the time that Jesus Christ taught the spiritual meaning of this
commandment, every individual has been held accountable for his or her thoughts of
adultery, whether or not the physical act was committed. Jesus Christ magnified the
Seventh Commandment by revealing its full spiritual meaning and application. An
examination of the following teachings in the Sermon on the Mount, as recorded in
Matthew 5-7, will show that Jesus revealed the full spiritual meaning of all the laws
and commandments of God.

Applying the Spirit of the Law
Does Not Nullify the Letter

More than thirty years after Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount, the apostle
James wrote an epistle in which he expounded on the spiritual meaning of the
commandments of God. In his epistle, James shows that Jesus’ teachings concerning
the spirit of the law did not eliminate the need to obey the letter of the law. James
explains that Jesus’ command to “love your neighbor as yourself” requires us to live
in obedience to the commandments of God. James specifically refers to the Sixth
and Seventh Commandments, and makes it very clear that to break any of God’s
commandments is sin: “If you are truly keeping the Royal Law according to the
Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. But if you
have respect of persons, you are committing sin, and are convicted by the law as
transgressors; because whoever shall keep the whole law, but sin in one aspect,
becomes guilty of all. For He Who said, ‘You shall not commit adultery,” also said,
“You shall not commit murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but you commit
murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. In this manner speak and in
this manner behave: as those who are about to be judged by the law of freedom”
(James 2:8-12, AT).

When we study the writings of the apostles in the New Testament, there is no
question that they taught the full, spiritual meaning of the laws and commandments
of God, exactly as Jesus did. Never at any time did they write or teach that Jesus
Christ came to abolish the laws of God. The words of James leave no doubt whatso-
ever. He wrote, “Whoever shall keep the whole law, but sin in one aspect, becomes
guilty of all.” There is nothing in the apostle James’ statement which remotely hints
that the laws of God were abolished when Jesus died on the cross. In writing these
words many years after the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, James confirms
that Jesus did not “do away with” the laws of God. James makes it explicitly clear
that Christians are obligated to keep the commandments of God.

The apostle John, who outlived all the other apostles, also taught obedience to the

laws and commandments of God. In the last decade of the first century, John wrote
his Gospel, three epistles and the book of Revelation. In his first epistle, he wrote
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most emphatically that obedience to the commandments of God is the standard that
separates the true followers of Jesus Christ from those who merely profess His name.
Notice: “And by this standard we know that we know Him: if we keep His com-
mandments. Anyone who says, ‘I know Him,’ and is not keeping His command-
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. On the other hand, if anyone keeps His
word, truly in this one the love of God has been perfected [made complete]. By
this means we know that we are in Him. Anyone who claims to dwell in Him is
obligating himself also to walk even as He Himself walked” (I John 2:3-6, AT).

John makes it very clear that those who truly believe in Jesus Christ will be walk-
ing as Jesus walked. They will be keeping the commandments of God, as Jesus did,
and as He taught others to do (John 15:10, Matt. 19:17-19). Anyone who professes to
believe in Jesus Christ but does not keep the commandments of God is a liar, accord-
ing to the New Testament scriptures. For a minister or teacher to claim that the laws
and commandments of God have been abolished is a blatant denial of the true teach-
ings of Jesus Christ and His apostles, which are preserved in the New Testament.
True Christians need to be on guard against such “workers of lawlessness,” who
preach against the laws of God and condemn commandment keeping.

As the apostle John shows, those who keep God’s commandments are not under
condemnation but can approach God with confidence, knowing that He will hear and
answer their prayers: “Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, then we have
confidence toward God. And whatever we may ask we receive from Him, because
we are keeping His commandments and are practicing those things that are
pleasing in His sight” (I John 3:21-22, AT).

The New Testament does not support the widely accepted teaching that com-
mandment keeping is contrary to faith. Rather, the words of John show that keeping
the commandments of God is a sign of true faith and the love that God imparts
through the indwelling of His Spirit: “And this is His commandment, that we should
believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and thar we should love one another
[fulfilling the Royal Law by keeping God’s commandments], exactly as He gave the
commandment to us. And the one who is keeping His commandments dwells in
Him, and He in him; and by this we know that He is dwelling in us: by the Spirit
which He gave to us” (verses 23-24, AT).

Mainstream Christianity ignores these inspired New Testament scriptures and
teaches that loving God and one another eliminates the need to keep God’s com-
mandments. Again John exposes the error in this theology. John points out that obe-
dience to God’s commandments is the very standard by which love for God and His
children is measured: “By this standard we know that we love the children of
God: when we love God and keep His commandments. For this is the love
of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not
burdensome” (I John 5:2-3, AT).

The Scriptural truth is this: If we love Jesus Christ and God the Father, we will be
motivated to keep the commandments of God. We will desire to keep His command-
ments in the spirit of the law as an outward manifestation of our love for Him. Those
who profess to love God, but refuse to keep His commandments, do not understand
the love of God. They are being led by their own human emotions and not by the love

78



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English — The Life of Jesus Christ

that God imparts to His children through the gift of the Holy Spirit. Emotional feel-
ings cannot be substituted for keeping the commandments of God. Those who claim
to love God, but are practicing lawlessness, are deceiving themselves.

Jesus Christ specifically instructs those who love Him to keep His command-
ments. Notice: “If you love Me, keep My commandments....The one who has My
commandments and is keeping them, that is the one who loves Me; and the one
who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will manifest
Myself to him....If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will
love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him. The one who
does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word that you hear is not
Mine, but the Father’s, Who sent Me” (John 14:15, 21-24, AT).

Jesus Christ left no room for doubt or misinterpretation. If you love Him, you
will keep His commandments. If you do not keep His words, you do not love Him.
Unless you are keeping His commandments, any profession of faith and love toward
Jesus Christ and God the Father is empty and vain.

Jesus Christ set the perfect example of true godly love by keeping all the com-
mandments of God in the full spirit of the law. Before His death, He delivered a new
command to His disciples — that they follow His example by practicing the same
love that He had manifested during His life with them on earth. Notice: “A new
commandment I give to you, that you love one another; in the same way that I have
loved you, that is how you are to love one another. By this shall everyone know that
you are My disciples, if you love one another....As the Father has loved Me, I also
have loved you; live in My love. If you keep My commandments, you shall live in
My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and live in His love.
These things I have spoken to you, in order that My joy may dwell in you, and that
your joy may be full. This is My commandment, that you love one another, as I
have loved you” (John 13:34-35; 15:9-12, AT).

Jesus Christ taught His followers to obey all the commandments of God in the
full spirit of the law, as He did. Jesus magnified the laws of God by revealing their
full spiritual meaning. Jesus Christ, as the spiritual Lawgiver, made the laws and
commandments of God far more binding by setting a higher, spiritual standard of
obedience for Christians under the New Covenant.

Jesus Brought the Physical Rituals of the Law to Completion

The second meaning of the Greek word plhrow pleeroo, translated “to fulfill” in
Matthew 5:17, is “to complete,” or “bring to completion.” Jesus Christ came to bring
the animal sacrifices and other temple rituals and laws for the Aaronic priesthood to
completion. Through His death, He ended the Old Covenant, which had imposed the
physical requirements of these laws. In its place, He established the New Covenant,
replacing the old requirements of the law with a higher spiritual application.

The laws concerning the animal sacrifices were brought to completion through

the superior sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The sacrifice of Himself as the Lamb of God,
“Who takes away the sin of the world,” superseded and replaced all the animal
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sacrifices and other physical rituals and ceremonies that were performed at the temple
of God in Jerusalem. The apostle Paul confirms the completion of the animal sacri-
fices and the temple rituals through the one perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ: “For this
reason, when He comes into the world, He says, ‘Sacrifice and offering You did not
desire, but You have prepared a body for Me. You did not delight in burnt offerings
and sacrifices for sin. Then said I, “Lo, I come (as it is written of Me in the scroll of
the book) to do Your will, O God.” ’ In the saying above, He said, ‘Sacrifice and
offering and burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin (which are offered according
to the law) You did not desire nor delight in’; then He said, ‘Lo, I come to do
Your will, O God.” He takes away the first covenant, in order that He may establish
the second; by Whose will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all. Now every high priest [of the order of Aaron] stands minister-
ing day by day, offering the same sacrifices repeatedly, which are never able to
take away sins; but He, after offering one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down at
the right hand of God” (Heb. 10:5-12, AT).

The spiritual priesthood of Jesus Christ was effective immediately after He
ascended to heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. Although His death had
completed the animal sacrifices and temple rituals which were required under the
Old Covenant, the priesthood continued to carry out these functions until the temple
was destroyed. With the destruction of the temple in 70 AD, the priesthood of Aaron
and the Levites came to an end. There was no need for a physical priesthood on earth
because Jesus Christ was serving as High Priest in heaven above, making interces-
sion for sin before God the Father. The spiritual priesthood of Jesus Christ
superseded the priesthood of Aaron. The New Covenant has a greater High Priest —
the resurrected Jesus Christ — to make intercession for the people of God and to
propitiate their sins before God the Father.

In the same way, the spiritual temple in heaven has superseded the physical temple
that was on earth. Under the New Covenant, true believers now have direct access
through prayer to the throne of God the Father above. Jesus Christ sits at the right
hand of God the Father, where He carries out His spiritual work as High Priest:
“ ‘“This is the covenant that I will establish with them after those days, says the
Lord: I will give My laws into their hearts, and I will inscribe them in their
minds [far from abolishing His laws]; and their sins and lawlessness I will not re-
member ever again.” Now where remission of these is, it is no longer necessary to
offer sacrifices for sin. Therefore, brethren, having confidence to enter into the true
holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which He consecrated for us
through the veil (that is, His flesh), and having a great High Priest over the house of
God, let us approach God with a true heart, with full conviction of faith, our hearts
having been purified from a wicked conscience, and our bodies having been washed
with pure water” (Heb. 10:16-22, AT).

True worshipers of God need no priesthood to intercede for them in an earthly
temple because they have direct access to the throne of God the Father in His heav-
enly temple, where Jesus Christ intercedes as High Priest. In addition, each one who
receives the Holy Spirit in his or her mind as a begettal from God the Father becomes
part of the temple of God. As the apostle Paul shows, God is now building a spiritual
temple within fleshly human beings through the indwelling of His Spirit: “Don’t
you understand that you are God’s temple? For the Spirit of God is dwelling in
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you. If anyone corrupts the temple of God, him shall God destroy; because the temple
of God is holy, which temple you are” (I Cor. 3:16-17, AT).

Isaiah prophesied of the spiritual temple that God is building: “For thus saith the
high and lofty One [God the Father] that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I
dwell in the high and holy place [the holy of holies in heaven], with him also that is
of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and revive the heart
of the contrite ones” (Isa. 57:15, KJV).

This spiritual temple is composed of all true believers, both Jews and Gentiles:
“For through Him we both have direct access by one Spirit to the Father. So then,
you are no longer aliens and foreigners, but fellow citizens of the saints and of the
household of God, being built up on the foundation of the apostles and proph-
ets, Jesus Christ Himself being the Cornerstone; in Whom all the building, be-
ing conjointly fitted together, is increasing into a holy temple in the Lord; in
Whom you also are being built together for a habitation of God in the Spirit”
(Eph. 2:18-22, AT).

The need for the earthly temple in Jerusalem was fulfilled and brought to comple-
tion by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which ended the Old Covenant and the need for
a physical priesthood. Under the New Covenant, the spiritual temple of God in heaven,
where Jesus Christ is High Priest, has superseded the physical temple of God on
earth. Through the intercession of Jesus Christ, each believer becomes a temple for
God’s Holy Spirit, and the collective body of believers is built up as a holy temple in
the Lord.

Jesus Brought the Circumcision of the Flesh to Completion

When Jesus brought the Old Covenant to an end, the requirement for circumci-
sion of the flesh was superseded by spiritual circumcision of the heart. The apostle
Paul makes this very clear: “For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, neither is
circumcision that which is external in the flesh; rather, the one who is a Jew is one
inwardly, and circumcision is of the heart, in the spirit and not in the letter; whose
praise is not from men but from God” (Rom. 2:28-29, AT).

Under the New Covenant, God does not require physical circumcision. Rather,
the spiritual circumcision of the heart has superseded the circumcision of the flesh.
Spiritual circumcision brings conversion of the mind and heart, which physical cir-
cumcision in the flesh could never accomplish. To be circumcised in the heart, a
person must repent of his or her sins and be baptized by full immersion in water. The
act of baptism is a type of circumcision because the sins of the flesh are removed.
Then, through the laying on of hands, the believer receives the Holy Spirit, convert-
ing the heart and mind. The apostle Paul describes the spiritual circumcision that
takes place at baptism: “For in Him [Jesus Christ] dwells all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily; and you are complete in Him, Who is the Head of all principality and power;
in Whom also you were circumcised with the circumcision not made by hands,
in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ;
having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him
through the inner working of God, Who raised Him from the dead. And you, who
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were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, has He made alive
together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses™ (Col. 2:9-13, AT).

Paul understood very clearly that the Gentile believers did not need to be circum-
cised in the flesh because they had received spiritual circumcision through faith in
Jesus Christ. The spiritual circumcision of the heart had superseded the physical
circumcision of the flesh. Likewise, all the animal sacrifices that were required for
sin were superseded by Jesus Christ’s sacrifice once for all time. The physical priest-
hood of Aaron was replaced by the spiritual priesthood of Jesus Christ. The temple
of God in heaven has superseded the physical temple on earth, which was only a
copy of the heavenly one. When Jesus Christ brought the physical rituals of the Old
Covenant to completion, He did not abolish the law. Rather, the physical foretypes of
the Old Covenant were superseded by the spiritual fulfillment of the New Covenant.

Other Laws That Have Been Transferred to the New Covenant

Under the Old Covenant, God gave authority to the priests and Levites, who
served at the altar, to collect tithes and offerings from the children of Israel. Under
the New Covenant, there is no priesthood of men but only one High Priest, Jesus
Christ, Who is “a high priest forever after the order of Melchisedec.” The apostle
Paul explains that Melchisedec was Priest of God at Jerusalem in the days of Abraham,
long before the Old Covenant was established. In describing how Abraham paid
tithes to Melchisedec, Paul reveals that He was the one Who later came to earth as
Jesus Christ: “Now on one hand, those from among the sons of Levi who receive the
priesthood are commanded by the law to collect tithes from the people, that is, from
their brethren, even though they are all descended from Abraham; but on the other
hand, He [Jesus Christ, Who was Melchisedec of the Old Testament] Who was not
descended from them received tithes from Abraham, and blessed him who had the
promises. Now beyond all dispute, the inferior one is blessed by the superior one.

“And in the first case, men who die receive tithes; but in the other case, He of
Whom it is witnessed that He lives forever. And in one sense, Levi, who receives
tithes, also gave tithes through Abraham; for he was still in his forefather’s loins
when Melchisedec met him. Therefore, if perfection was indeed possible through
the Levitical priesthood — for the law that the people received was based on it — what
further need was there for another priest to arise according to the order of Melchisedec,
and not to be named after the order of Aaron? For since the priesthood has changed,
it is obligatory that a change of the law [for the priesthood and the receiving of tithes
and offerings] also take place; because the one of Whom these things are said
belongs to another tribe, from which no one was appointed to serve at the altar”
(Heb. 7:5-13, AT).

As Paul shows, the entire Levitical priesthood has been superseded by one im-
mortal High Priest, Jesus Christ, who is of the order of Melchisedec. There is no
longer a priesthood on earth ministering at the altar in the temple of God at Jerusa-
lem. However, there is still a need to teach the true worship of God, and to preach
and publish the Word of God as a witness to the world. Those who repent and believe
the gospel must be taught the way of eternal life that Jesus Christ committed to His
disciples. It is for this reason that Jesus Christ sent them forth as apostles to the
world, and it is for this reason that He raised up His church. Within the church, He
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has provided a ministry that is able to teach the Word of God and to preach the gospel
to the world. Moreover, He has provided a way to support the work of preaching the
gospel and teaching the brethren of Jesus Christ. Instead of the priests and Levites at
the temple collecting tithes and offerings, the authority to receive tithes and offerings
has been transferred to the ministry of Jesus Christ by the command of the Lord. The
apostle Paul makes this very clear: “Don’t you understand that those who labor in the
sacred things of the temple live from rhe things of the temple, and those who are
ministering at the altar are partakers with the altar? In exactly the same way also,
the Lord did command that those who preach the gospel are to live from the
gospel” (I Cor. 9:13-14, AT).

The command of God under the Old Covenant concerning the tithes and offer-
ings that the children of Israel were to give to the priests and Levites was brought to
completion. Instead of abolishing the laws of tithes and offerings, Jesus Christ trans-
ferred the authority to receive tithes and offerings to the ministers of the gospel, who
are under His authority as the High Priest and Mediator of the New Covenant.

How Did Jesus Christ Fulfill the Prophets?

Jesus also said that He had come to fulfill the prophets. How did Jesus fulfill the
prophets? During His life in the flesh, all the Old Testament prophecies concerning
His first coming were fulfilled. These prophecies included His miraculous concep-
tion and birth from the virgin Mary, the flight to Egypt to escape Herod, the return to
Galilee and dwelling in Nazareth, the announcing of His ministry by John the Bap-
tist, the healings and mighty works during His ministry, the preaching of the gospel
throughout the land of Judea and Galilee, the persecution and suffering that fol-
lowed, His death by crucifixion, the place of His burial, and the time of the resurrec-
tion. Most of the prophecies that were fulfilled concern His suffering and death on
the Passover day. (See the section Twenty-eight Prophecies Fulfilled in One Day on
pages 268-273.)

Although nearly two thousand years have passed since these prophecies were
completed, all the prophecies about His second coming have yet to be fulfilled. There
are a great number of prophecies in both the Old Testament and the New Testament
that are awaiting fulfillment. Every prophecy in the Word of God will be fulfilled in
its set time as determined by God the Father. Jesus Christ did not abolish or set aside
a single prophecy or even a single word of the Old Testament scriptures. Remember
what Jesus said concerning the Scriptures: “For truly I say to you, until the heaven
and the earth shall pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in no way pass from the
Law until everything has been fulfilled” (Matt. 5:18, AT).

Jesus gave an absolute guarantee that all the prophecies of Scripture will be ful-
filled in their time: “Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branches have
already become tender, and it puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. In
like manner also, when you see all these things [the events prophesied for the end
time taking place], know that it [the second return of Jesus Christ] is near, even at the
doors. Truly I say to you, this [end time] generation shall in no wise pass away
until all these things have taken place. The heaven and the earth shall pass away,
but not one of My words shall pass away. But concerning that day, and the hour, no
one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only” (Matt. 24:32-36, AT).
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According to the words of Jesus Christ, all the prophecies that are recorded in
Scripture will be fulfilled at the time that God has ordained. Jesus did not come to
abolish the words of the prophets, but to fulfill them. As He came in the flesh to
fulfill the prophecies of a Savior, so He will return in glory to fulfill the prophecies of
the coming King Who will bring the government of God to earth.

The Commandments of God
Are To Be Taught and Practiced Under the New Covenant

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus made it absolutely clear that the command-
ments of God are in force under the New Covenant: ‘“Therefore, whoever shall
break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, shall be called
least in the kingdom of [from] heaven; but whoever shall practice and teach
them, this one shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:19, AT).

Which commandments of God are rejected and considered the least by main-
stream Christianity today? The two that are considered the least are the Fourth Com-
mandment and the Second Commandment. As strange as it may seem, many of those
who reject these commandments will profess to keep the other commandments and
claim that they are doing the will of God. But as the apostle James shows, breaking
even one of the commandments of God is sin, and brings the same condemnation as
breaking them all.

Let us examine the two commandments that are considered the least by main-
stream Christianity, beginning with the Fourth Commandment: “Remember the
sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: but the
seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work,
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: for in six days the LORD made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day:
wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it” (Ex. 20:8-11,
KJV).

Nowhere in the entire Bible do we find a single scripture that changes the day of
rest and worship from the seventh day of the week to Sunday, the first day of the
week. Several scriptures are often used by Sunday keepers to support their belief that
Christians should worship on the first day of the week. However, when those scrip-
tures are correctly understood and interpreted, it is clear that Jesus Christ did not
change the Sabbath from the seventh day of the week to the first day of the week.

Jesus said, “The Sabbath was made for man...” (Mark 2:27, AT). Contrary to the
teachings of mainstream theologians, God did not command Sabbath keeping for the
Jews only. In the beginning, God created the Sabbath day, hallowing the seventh day
as the weekly day of worship, when there was not a single Jew on earth. The only
humans at that time were Adam and Eve, the progenitors of all mankind. It was for
all humanity that God blessed and sanctified the seventh day, making it holy: “Thus
the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh
day [original reading of the Hebrew text: “the sixth day”’] God ended His work which
He had made; and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had
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made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it He had
rested from all His work which God created and made” (Gen. 2:1-3, KJV).

The seventh day was sanctified at the creation of the world. God established that
day as a time for rest and worship from the beginning. He sanctified it, and blessed it,
and rested on it, setting the example for mankind. Down through the ages, the record
of this act of God has been preserved in the book of Genesis, one of the books of the
Law. Remember what Jesus Christ declared concerning the Law: “For truly I say to
you, until the heaven and the earth shall pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in
no way pass from the Law until everything has been fulfilled” (Matt. 5:18, AT).

Since God created time, and time is measured by the movement of the earth in
relationship to the heavens, time will exist as long as the heavens and the earth exist.
As long as the heavens and the earth exist, the seventh-day Sabbath will not pass
from the Law. Consequently, the Fourth Commandment is still in force and remains
binding on all mankind.

Contrary to what mainstream Christianity may teach or what people may prac-
tice, Sunday has never been and will never be the Lord’s day. The seventh day of the
week, called Saturday today, is the Lord’s Sabbath day. Jesus Christ emphatically
declared that He is Lord of the Sabbath day: “And He said to them, ‘The Sabbath was
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath; therefore, the Son of man is Lord even
of the Sabbath’ ” (Mark 2:27-28, AT). Jesus Himself declared that He is Lord of
the Sabbath — the seventh day of the week. Therefore, the Sabbath day is the
Lord’s day - not Sunday.

Some have misconstrued Jesus’ declaration that He is Lord of the Sabbath as
signifying that He was abolishing the Sabbath by His authority. This interpretation
of Jesus’” words is completely unfounded. Among the scholars who understand the
true meaning of these scriptures are the writers of The Anchor Bible Dictionary.
Notice what they have written about these critical verses: “At times Jesus is inter-
preted to have abrogated or suspended the sabbath commandment on the basis of the
controversies brought about by sabbath healings and other acts. Careful analysis of
the respective passages does not seem to give credence to this interpretation. The
action of plucking the ears of grain on the sabbath by the disciples is particularly
important in this matter. Jesus makes a foundational pronouncement at that time in a
chiastically structured statement of antithetic parallelism: ‘The sabbath was made
for man and not man for the sabbath’ (Mark 2:27). The disciples’ act of plucking the
grain infringed against the rabbinic halakhah of minute causistry in which it was
forbidden to reap, thresh, winnow, and grind on the sabbath (Sabb. 7.2). Here again
rabbinic sabbath halakhah is rejected, as in other sabbath conflicts. Jesus reforms
the sabbath and restores its rightful place as designed in creation, where sabbath is
made for all mankind and not specifically for Israel, as claimed by normative Juda-
ism (cf. Jub. 2:19-20, see D.3). The subsequent logion, ‘The Son of Man is Lord even
of the sabbath’ (Mark 2:28; Matt. 12:8; Luke 6:5), indicates that man-made sabbath
halakhah does not rule the sabbath, but that the Son of Man as Lord determines the
true meaning of the sabbath. The sabbath activities of Jesus are neither hurtful provo-
cations nor mere protests against rabbinic legal restrictions, but are part of Jesus’
essential proclamation of the inbreaking of the kingdom of God in which man is
taught the original meaning of the sabbath as the recurring weekly proleptic ‘day of
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the Lord’ in which God manifests his healing and saving rulership over man”
(vol. 5, pp. 854-55).

As these scholars show, the Gospel accounts do not support the widespread belief
that Jesus abolished the Sabbath day. Rather, as the Lord of the Sabbath, He taught
the true meaning of the Sabbath day and set the example for its proper observance.
His apostles continued to keep the Sabbath and to teach the early believers to keep it,
as Paul’s epistle to the Hebrews clearly demonstrates. The apostle Paul wrote this
epistle between 62 and 65 AD, more than thirty years after the beginning of the New
Testament church. In his epistle, Paul makes it absolutely clear that the seventh-day
Sabbath had not been abolished. At that time, there were false ministers who were
teaching that Sunday, the first day of the week, had replaced the Sabbath. To counter
these false teachings, Paul gave the brethren a sober warning that to reject the
Sabbath and neglect to rest and worship God was sin, just as it was for the children
of Israel in the wilderness:

“For He spoke in a certain place about the seventh day in this manner: ‘And God
rested on the seventh day from all His works’; and again concerning this: ‘If they
shall enter into My rest.” Consequently, since it remains for some to enter into it, and
those who had previously heard the gospel did not enter in because of disobedience,
again He marks out a certain day, “Today,” saying in David after so long a time (ex-
actly as it has been quoted above), ‘Today, if you will hear His voice, harden not your
hearts.” For if Joshua had given them rest, He would not have spoken long afterwards
of another day. Therefore, there remains Sabbath keeping for the people of God”
(Heb. 4:4-9, AT). Paul did not write, “There remains Sabbath keeping for the Jews.”
He clearly declared, “There remains Sabbath keeping for the people of God.” The
people of God include the Gentiles as well as the Jews (I Pet. 2:10 and Eph. 2:11-19).

Many ministers and theologians have applied the opposite meaning to Hebrews
4:9. They have completely misinterpreted the King James translation of this verse,
which reads, “There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.” They teach that
Christians are no longer required to observe the Sabbath because Jesus Christ has
given them “rest” by “fulfilling the law” for them and thereby releasing them from
commandment keeping. Such reasoning is completely false. Jesus did not fulfill the
commandments of God in order to release us from the obligation to keep them, but to
set the example for us (I Pet. 2:21-22, I John 3:4).

When we understand the meaning of the Greek text, there is no question that the
New Testament upholds the authority of the Fourth Commandment for Christians
today. The Greek word that is used in Hebrews 4:9 is cofoticuog sabbatismos,
which means “Sabbath rest, Sabbath observance” (Arndt and Gingrich, A
Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament). This definition of the Greek word
sabbatismos is confirmed by other historical works: “The words ‘sabbath rest’ trans-
late the GK noun sabbatismos, a unique word in the NT. This term appears also in
Plutarch (Superset. 3 [Moralia 166a]) for sabbath observance, and in four post-
canonical Christian writings which are not dependent on Heb. 4:9” (The Anchor
Bible Dictionary, vol. 5, p. 856).

The Greek word coffatiopog sabbatismos is a noun. The verb form of the
word is copBotilm sabbatizo, which means “to keep the Sabbath” (Arndt and
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Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament). The meaning of sabbatizo
is confirmed by its use in the Septuagint, a Greek translation of the Old Testament
which dates from the third century BC. It is called the Septuagint, meaning “Sev-
enty,” because the first five books were translated by seventy scholars who were
Greek-speaking Jews in Alexandria, Egypt. The Septuagint was used by the Jews in
synagogues throughout the Roman Empire, and by the Greek-speaking Jewish and
Gentile converts in the early New Testament churches.

The apostle Paul quotes exclusively from the Septuagint in his epistle to the
Hebrews. When Paul used the Greek word cofBoationog sabbatismos in
Hebrews 4.9, he knew that the meaning of this word was well known to the Greek-
speaking believers of that day. The verb form coBBati{w sabbatizo was used in the
Septuagint, which was as familiar to the believers of New Testament times as the
King James Bible is to Christians today.

A Greek-English Lexicon of the Septuagint defines coBBatilm sabbatizo as “to
keep sabbath, to rest” (Lust, Eynikel, Hauspie). The use of the verb sabbatizo in
Leviticus 23:32 in the Septuagint leaves no room to mistake its meaning. Here is the
English translation of this verse in the Septuagint: “It [the Day of Atonement] shall
be a holy sabbath [literally, “a Sabbath of Sabbaths™] to you; and ye shall humble
your souls, from the ninth day of the month: from evening to evening shall ye keep
your sabbaths” (Brenton, The Septuagint With Apocrypha).

The clause “shall ye keep your sabbaths” is translated from the Greek words
coffartierte o cofPoto sabbatieite ta sabbata, which literally mean, “You shall
sabbathize the Sabbaths.” The Greek verb cofBatieite sabbatieite, which means
“ye shall keep,” is the second person plural form of the verb capatilm sabbatizo.
Since the verb sabbatizo means “to keep the Sabbath,” this verb applies not only to
the weekly Sabbath and the annual Sabbaths of God, but also to God’s command for
the seventh-year rest from farming the land. Throughout the Septuagint, the verb
capBatlw sabbatizo is used in relation to Sabbath keeping and Sabbath rest only.

In accord with this definition, the KJV translates capfortiette sabbatieite in
Leviticus 23:32 as “shall ye celebrate your sabbath.” There is no question that this
form of the Greek verb sabbatizo is specifically referring to Sabbath observance.
This meaning applies equally to the noun form coBBatiouog sabbatismos, which
we find in Paul’s epistle to the Hebrews. The fact that Paul uses the Septuagint trans-
lation in this epistle confirms that the meaning of the word caBotiopoc sabbatismos
in Hebrews 4:9 is in complete accord with the meaning of sabbatieite in Leviticus
23:32. Paul is clearly upholding the observance of the Sabbath, the seventh day of
the week.

The use of the Greek word sabbatismos in Hebrews 4:9 clearly shows that the
teaching that the Fourth Commandment has been abolished is a faise interpretation
and doctrine. As the context of this verse shows, the observance of the seventh day as
a day of rest and worship is as binding for the people of God today as it was for Israel
of old. In addition to the weekly Sabbath, the annual holy days that God commanded,
which are also called Sabbaths, are included in the Fourth Commandment. In the
same manner as true believers are commanded to keep the seventh-day Sabbath,
they are also commanded to observe the annual holy days of God. The early New
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Testament churches kept the holy days of God, as determined by the calculated He-
brew Calendar. The apostle Paul kept the holy days and commanded Gentile con-
verts to keep them (I Cor. 5:7-8). None of the apostles or the early converts to
Christianity observed the pagan holidays that are now called Christmas and Easter.
These holidays, which originated in sun worship, were later adopted into Christian-
ity through the influence of the Roman church. They became false substitutes for the
annual holy days that are commanded by God, just as Sunday has become a false
substitute for the weekly Sabbath. (If the reader desires to know more about the
Sabbath and the holy days of God, please write to the publisher at the address in the
front of the book.)

As the Roman church succeeded in subverting the observance of the Fourth Com-
mandment by Christians, so it succeeded in subverting the observance of the Second
Commandment, which prohibits the use of idols and images in worship. There is no
ambiguity in the wording of this command of God: “Thou shalt not make unto
thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: thou shalt
not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third
and fourth generation of them that hate Me; and showing mercy unto thou-
sands of them that love Me, and keep My commandments” (Ex. 20:4-6, KJV).

Because this commandment is so clear in its condemnation of idols and images,
the Roman church has removed it from their listing of the Ten Commandments in all
their catechisms. In order to make up for the missing commandment, they have split
the Tenth Commandment into two commandments. Although they have officially
removed the Second Commandment from their catechisms, because they cannot jus-
tify their unlawful use of idols and images, the full text of the Second Command-
ment remains in their approved Bibles as a testimony against their idolatry.

The Second Commandment makes it absolutely clear that God abhors the use of
idols and images of any kind by His people. Yet the churches of professing Christian-
ity are filled with idols, images and pictures. But no church, however great it may be
in the world, can justify the use of idols and images in its worship when God has
strictly forbidden this practice. God the Father and Jesus Christ cannot be worshiped
through idols or images. Nor will God tolerate the use of images to worship and
venerate other persons or beings. The worship of Mary and the veneration of the
apostles and other saints has no place in true Christianity. All such worship is strictly
forbidden by the Second Commandment. It is blatant idolatry to venerate any person
or being in addition to or in place of God. The apostle Paul warned the believers of
his day that those who take part in idolatry will suffer the judgment of God, as did the
Israelites of old who committed this sin. Notice what Paul wrote to the believers at
Corinth, who were being tempted to return to their former idolatry, as Israel had
returned to the idolatry of Egypt: “Neither be idolaters, as were some of them; as it
is written, ‘The people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.” Neither
should we commit sexual immorality, for some of them committed this sin, and
twenty-three thousand were destroyed in one day. Neither should we tempt Christ, as
some of them also tempted Him, and were killed by serpents....Wherefore, my
beloved, flee from idolatry” (I Cor. 10:7-9, 14, AT).
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Paul’s warning to the Corinthians makes it clear that the Second Commandment
is still in force. It is even more binding under the New Covenant than it was under the
Old, because Jesus has magnified it by His example and His teaching. The worship
of God in spirit and in truth requires loving God with the whole heart and mind. The
true worship of God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ leaves no room in the heart
and mind to worship others. As the Scriptures show, idolatry begins in the mind and
heart. Notice the words of God in the book of Ezekiel: “Then came certain of the
elders of Israel unto me, and sat before me. And the word of the LORD came unto
me, saying, ‘Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their heart, and put
the stumblingblock of their iniquity before their face: should I be inquired of at all by
them? Therefore speak unto them, and say unto them, “Thus saith the Lord GOD;
every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth
the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the prophet; I
the LORD will answer him that cometh according to the multitude of his idols;
that I may take the house of Israel in their own heart, because they are all
estranged from me through their idols.”

* “Therefore say unto the house of Israel, “Thus saith the Lord GOD; repent,
and turn yourselves from your idols; and turn away your faces from all your
abominations. For every one of the house of Israel, or of the stranger that sojourneth
in Israel, which separateth himself from Me, and setteth up his idols in his heart,
and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to a prophet
to inquire of him concerning Me; I the LORD will answer him by Myself: and I will
set My face against that man, and will make him a sign and a proverb, and I will cut
him off from the midst of My people; and ye shall know that I am the LORD” * ”
(Ezek. 14:1-8, KJV).

Like Israel of old, the believers in the New Testament churches were drawn away
from the true worship of God and led into idol worship. Images of pagan deities were
introduced into the churches and palmed off as representations of Jesus’ mother and
His apostles. More and more images were added, each said to represent a chosen
saint of God. But the apostle Paul reveals the true origin of these idols: “Now then
what shall I say? That an idol is anything, or that which is sacrificed to an idol is
anything? But that which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons, and not
to God. Now I do not wish you to have fellowship with demons. You cannot
drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot partake of the
table of the Lord, and the table of demons” (I Cor. 10:19-21, AT).

The apostle John understood the pagan origin of the images that were brought
into the early churches, drawing many believers into a false worship. Toward the
close of the first century, John wrote three different epistles to admonish the believ-
ers to remain faithful to the true worship of God. At the end of his first epistle, he
commanded, “Little children, keep yourselves from idols” (IJohn 5:21, AT).

There is no question that, in the Old Testament and the New Testament, any
worship of idols and images is condemned. Those who teach and practice the use of
idols and images to worship God are in direct defiance of the Second Commandment
and will be rejected by Him. God the Father and Jesus Christ will not share Their
glory and honor with an idol. Any attempt to worship God through the use of an
idol, or physical object of any kind, including rosaries or prayer beads, is worshiping
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in vain. True worship requires loving God with the whole heart and mind, in spirit
and in truth, leaving no room for reverence or devotion to images created by the
tmaginations and hands of men.

The Spirit and Intent of the Law and the Prophets

The purpose of the Law and the Prophets, and all the writings of the Old
Testament, was to teach the people to love and worship God, and Him alone. Jesus
Christ revealed the spirit and intent of the Law and the Prophets when He was asked
which commandment was the greatest. Notice: “And one of them, a doctor of the
law, questioned Him, tempting Him, and saying, ‘Master, which commandment is
the great commandment in the law?’ And Jesus said to him, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’
This is the first and greatest commandment; and the second one is like it: ‘You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the
Law and the Prophets” (Matt. 22:35-40, AT).

Under the New Covenant, true worship and love toward God is made possible
through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, which enables the believer to reverence
God and obey Him from the heart. Through faith in Jesus Christ and the indwelling
of the Holy Spirit, the believer learns to obey every command of God in the full spirit
and intent of the law, as magnified by Jesus Christ. This is the manner in which every
true believer will be keeping the laws and commandments of God, because he or she
loves God the Father and Jesus Christ with all the heart, mind, soul and strength.
This righteousness, which is based on faith and love, far exceeds the righteousness
of the scribes and Pharisees. Jesus said, “For I say to you, unless your righteousness
shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, there is no way that you
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 5:20, AT).

The righteousness that exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees is
the righteousness of Jesus Christ, Who obeyed all of His Father’s commandments in
the full spirit and intent of the law. Through faith, His righteousness is imputed to
each believer who loves God and keeps His commandments. This imputed righ-
teousness is a gift that the believer receives through the abundance of the Father’s
grace. It 1s called “the righteousness of faith” because only through faith in Jesus
Christ is it possible to partake of this righteousness.

The Righteousness of Faith of the True Believer

When a believer is justified from past sins through faith in the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ, and is baptized by full immersion in water, he or she receives the gift of the
Holy Spirit as a begettal from God the Father. Then the Father imputes to the believer
the very righteousness of Jesus Christ, that “grace might reign through righteousness
into eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 5:21, AT).

The righteousness of Jesus Christ, which is imputed to the believer by God the
Father, far exceeds the righteousness required by the letter of the law. His spiritual
obedience was so perfect, pure and wholehearted that He always did the things that
pleased God the Father. This perfect righteousness was accomplished through the
power of the Holy Spirit, which Jesus received without measure from the Father.
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By His personal example and His teachings, Jesus magnified the laws and com-
mandments of God and revealed the fullness of their intent and meaning. He showed
that the spirit of the law does not nullify the letter of the law but requires a fuller,
spiritual obedience. This spiritual obedience is beyond the capacity of the natural
mind and human will and can only be accomplished through Jesus Christ. The Scrip-
tures reveal that when the believer is begotten with the Holy Spirit of God the Father,
he or she begins to receive the very mind of Christ. With Christ’s mind, the believer
is strengthened to live by every word of God in the full spirit of the law. The apostle
Paul describes this spiritual transformation in the mind as “Christ in you, the hope of
glory” (Col. 1:27, AT). Each believer begins to have the laws and commandments of
God written upon his or her mind: “But He, after offering one sacrifice for sins for
ever, sat down at the right hand of God. Since that time, He is waiting until His
enemies are placed as a footstool for His feet. For by one offering He has obtained
eternal perfection for those who are being sanctified. And the Holy Spirit is also
bearing witness to us; for after He had previously said, “This is the covenant that
I will establish with them after those days, says the Lord: I will give My laws
into their hearts, and I will inscribe them in their minds; and their sins and
lawlessness I will not remember ever again’ ” (Heb. 10:14-17, AT).

Under the New Covenant, the laws and commandments of God are inscribed in
the mind of each believer through the gift of the Holy Spirit, which gives the believer
the power to bring forth the fruits of righteousness unto eternal life.

Rejecting the Commandments of God Is Lawlessness

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus left no doubt that the commandments of God
are to be taught and practiced not only in the letter of the law but in the spirit of the
law. Anyone who teaches that Jesus Christ abolished the laws and commandments of
God is a liar. As He was completing the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus warned of false
prophets who would teach that obedience to the commandments and laws of God is
no longer required: “But beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s cloth-
ing; for within they are ravening wolves. ... Therefore, you shall assuredly know them
by their fruits. Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but the one who is doing the will of My Father, Who is in
heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy
through Your name? And did we not cast out demons through Your name?
And did we not perform many works of power through Your name?’ And then
I will confess to them, ‘I never knew you. Depart from Me, you who work
lawlessness’ ” (Matt. 7:15, 20-23, AT).

These prophets and teachers are not of God in spite of the fact that they use Jesus’
name, and call Him their Lord, and even do wonderful works in His name. They
present themselves as His ministers and preachers of truth, but in reality they are
serving the god of this world, Satan the devil, who rejected the commandments of
God from the beginning. Everyone who teaches disobedience to the laws and com-
mandments of God is following in the steps of Satan, who was the first lawbreaker.
That is why Jesus told the Pharisees that their father was the devil. While professing
to teach and practice the laws and commandments of God, they were teaching and
practicing their own religious laws and traditions in place of the commandments of
God.
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During His ministry, Jesus condemned the religious leaders of Judaism for their
traditions, which they held in higher esteem than the laws and commandments of
God. He made it clear that in observing their own human traditions, they were reject-
ing the commandments of God: “...The Pharisees and the scribes questioned Him,
saying, ‘Why don’t Your disciples walk according to the tradition of the elders, but
eat bread with unwashed hands?’ And He answered and said to them, ‘Well did Isaiah
prophesy concerning you hypocrites, as it is written, “This people honor me with
their lips, but their hearts are far away from Me.” But in vain do they worship
Me, teaching for doctrine the commandments of men. For leaving the command-
ment of God, you hold fast the tradition of men, such as the washing of pots and
cups; and you practice many other things like this.’

“Then He said to them, ‘Full well do you reject the commandment of God, so
that you may observe your own tradition. For Moses said, “Honor your father and
your mother”; and, “The one who speaks evil of father or mother, let him be put to
death.” But you say, “If a man shall say to his father or mother, “Whatever benefit
you might receive from me is corban’ (that is, set aside as a gift to God), he is
not obligated to help his parents.” And you excuse him from doing anything for
his father or his mother, nullifying the authority of the Word of God by your
tradition which you have passed down; and you practice many fraditions such
as this’ ” (Mark 7:5-13, AT).

Most of the world’s professing Christians have committed the same mistake as
the Pharisaic Jews. Many church denominations teach that divine revelation is con-
tained in church tradition as well as in Holy Scripture. In the majority of churches,
the religious leaders elevate their traditions to a higher status than the Word of God.
It is evident that they have done so with the Fourth Commandment. They have ex-
alted their unscriptural tradition of Sunday-keeping above the Sabbath command-
ment of God. In rejecting His commandment to keep the Sabbath day holy, they have
become lawbreakers in His eyes. According to Jesus’ teaching, they are workers of
lawlessness. Likewise, those churches that use any form of idols — including statues,
pictures, relics, icons or other symbolic objects — are rejecting the Second
Commandment for the sake of their tradition. Because they are breaking the
commandment of God, they are guilty of practicing lawlessness.

In his first epistle, the apostle John clearly defines lawlessness: “Whosoever
committeth sin transgresseth also the law, for sin is the transgression of the law”
(I John 3:4, KJV). Although this is a correct translation, it does not convey the
literal meaning of the Greek text. Here is a more precise translation of John’s words:
“Everyone who is practicing sin is also practicing lawlessness, for sin is
lawlessness” (AT).

To practice lawlessness is to live in a state of sin, committing sin as a habitual
way of life. In other words, lawlessness is the habitual breaking of God’s laws and
commandments, which is sin. Religious leaders who teach and practice lawlessness
appear to be righteous, because they use the names of God and Jesus Christ and often
quote Scripture. However, they are not true servants of God because they reject His
laws and commandments.
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The apostle Jude, the brother of Jesus Christ, witnessed the rise of lawlessness
among the churches of his day. Jude delivered an urgent plea to the believers to reject
ungodly teachers of lawlessness, who were turning the grace of God into license to
sin by preaching a false gospel of faith without obedience, and by replacing the
commandments of God with traditions that originated in ancient paganism. Notice
what Jude wrote: “Beloved, when personally exerting all my diligence to write to
you concerning the common salvation, I was compelled to write to you, exhorting
you to fervently fight for the faith which once for all time has been delivered to
the saints. For certain men have stealthily crept in; these are the ones who a long
time ago have been written about, condemning them to this judgment. They are
ungodly men, who are perverting the grace of our God, turning it into
licentiousness, and are denying the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ”
(Jude 3-4, AT).

The apostle Peter also warned of false teachers who would reject the way of
obedience to God’s commandments, as taught and practiced by Jesus Christ: “But
there were also false prophets among the people, as indeed there will be false teach-
ers among you, who will stealthily introduce destructive heresies, personally
denying the Lord who bought them [by rejecting His teachings], and bringing
swift destruction upon themselves. And many people will follow as authoritative
[exalting church tradition] their destructive ways; and because of them, the way
of the truth will be blasphemed” (II Pet. 2:1-2, AT).

Those Who Reject the Commandments of God
Are Judging the Law and the Lawgiver

Those who teach that the commandments of God have been abolished have pre-
sumptuously passed judgment on the laws of God and declared them to be null and
void. Notice: “In fact, the whole law of Moses has been rendered inoperative. The
New Testament message is clear for all who have ‘ears to hear.” The whole of the
law of Moses has been rendered inoperative by the death of the Lord Jesus. The
law, in its entirety, no longer has any immediate and forensic authority or juris-
diction whatsoever over anyone. ...Christ is the complete end and fulfillment of all
of the laws’ 613 commandments, ending their jurisdiction over us completely” (Tardo,
Sunday Facts & Sabbath Fiction, p. 26-27).

By nullifying the laws of God in this manner, the religious teachers of this world
are denying the authority of God as Lawgiver. The apostle James condemns this
ungodly attitude, which presumes to judge the laws that God has established for all
mankind. Notice: “Brethren, do not be talking against one another. The one who is
talking against a brother, and is judging his brother, is speaking against the law,
and is judging the law. But if you are judging the law, you are not a doer of the
law; rather, you are a judge. But there is only one Lawgiver, Who has power to
save and to destroy. Who are you, whoever is judging another?” (James 4:11-12,
AT)

Those who judge the laws of God are, in fact, usurping the authority of God, Who
is the only Lawgiver. To judge the laws and commandments of God and reject Him
as Lawgiver is the epitome of lawlessness. This spirit of judging God and His laws is
the spirit and attitude of Satan the devil, and the foundation of all religions that are
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based on the traditions and commandments of men. This form of religion is rooted in
human self-righteousness, not in the righteousness that Jesus Christ taught and
practiced.

The book of Job holds a lasting lesson for all who exalt their own righteousness
above the righteousness of God. The ancient patriarch Job viewed himself as righ-
teous because he continually offered sacrifices to God. However, he began to exalt
himself and trust in his own righteousness, rather than trusting in God. He bragged
and boasted of his own righteousness so much that God brought a series of grievous
trials upon Job. After losing his children and all his possessions, he was smitten with
boils from his head to his toes. When his trial was more than he could bear, three
friends came to visit him, but they did not give him any comfort. His friends began to
accuse him of evildoing and urged him to repent in order to escape further punish-
ment from God. The more they condemned him, the more Job defended his own
righteousness. He began to condemn God and accuse Him of being unjust and un-
righteous in His acts. When he expressed a desire to plead his cause before God
Himself, God responded by answering him in person: “Then answered the LORD
unto Job out of the whirlwind, and said, ‘Gird up thy loins now like a man: I will
demand of thee, and declare thou unto Me. Wilt thou also disannul My judgment?
wilt thou condemn Me, that thou mayest be righteous?’ ” (Job 40:6-8, KJV,)

These words of God also apply to the self-righteous attitude that the workers of
lawlessness have toward God’s laws and commandments. They disannul God’s judg-
ment by claiming that His holy, righteous and spiritual laws are evil and harsh, and
that keeping them is a curse. In doing this, they are condemning God and going
about to establish their own righteousness. Because they use the Scriptures and re-
tain some of the commandments of God in their self-righteous religion, they appear
to teach the way to salvation. But their self-righteous traditions and false grace will
not bring salvation. As Job learned, God, and God alone, is Savior. He powerfully
declared to Job that his own righteousness could never save him: “Hast thou an arm
like God? or canst thou thunder with a voice like Him? Deck thyself now with
majesty and excellency; and array thyself with glory and beauty. Cast abroad the
rage of thy wrath: and behold everyone that is proud, and abase him. Look on every
one that is proud, and bring him low; and tread down the wicked in their place. Hide
them in the dust together; and bind their faces in secret. Then will I also confess
unto thee that thine own right hand can save thee” (verses 9-14, KJV).

After hearing these words of God, Job abhorred himself for his sin of self-righ-
teousness and repented to God “in dust and ashes” (Job 42:6). That is what profess-
ing Christians of this world need to do. They need to forsake the self-righteous
traditions of men that they have been practicing and submit to the righteousness of
God the Father and Jesus Christ.

The leaders of Christianity today need to remember the words of warning that
Jesus spoke to the scribes and Pharisees during His ministry. Like these self-righ-
teous leaders of the Jews, the leaders of the Christian churches have adopted tradi-
tions and dogmas that conflict with the commandments of God. A close examination
of the history of Christianity will show that the traditional doctrines and practices of
the churches of this world are not the teachings of Jesus Christ. True Christianity, as
originally taught by Jesus Christ and His apostles, was subverted from within by
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false teachers of lawlessness. The teachings of these “ungodly men” that Jude and
Peter wrote about were passed down in the writings of the “early church fathers” and
were accepted by the Roman church as authoritative traditions. Through the centu-
ries the Roman church grew in power, using its influence to stamp out every remain-
ing vestige of the true teachings of Jesus Christ. After a power struggle between the
bishop of Rome and the bishop of Constantinople, the church split into the Roman
Catholic and the Eastern Orthodox churches.

As the influence of the Orthodox church dominated the East, so the teachings of
the Roman Catholic Church molded the thinking of the entire Western world. The
authority of Catholic doctrine and tradition was not seriously challenged until the
time of Martin Luther. When Martin Luther rejected the corruption and lawlessness
of the Roman Catholic Church, he appeared to be seeking the truth of God. He la-
bored diligently to translate the Scriptures into the German language so that the
common people could read and learn from the Word of God. But the religion that
developed as a result of Martin Luther’s teachings, known as Lutheranism, did not
restore the true teachings of Jesus Christ. The reformation that Martin Luther initi-
ated was never completed, because he rejected the Second and Fourth Command-
ments. As a result, the new religion that he founded began to promote another form
of lawlessness.

Luther taught that a person who had been saved through the grace of God could
not lose salvation, regardless of the degree or intensity of the sins that might be
committed. This perverse teaching is clearly expressed in a letter written by Luther:
“Be a sinner, and let your sins be strong, but let your faith in Christ be stronger, and
rejoice in Christ who is the victor over sin, death, and the world. We will commit sins
while we are here, for this life is not a place where righteousness can exist....No sin
can separate us from Him, even if we were to kill or commit adultery a thou-
sand times each day” (Martin Luther, Saemmtliche Schriften, Letter 99, 1 August
1521, translated by Erika Flores in The Wittenberg Project, The Wartburg Segment,
as published in Grace and Knowledge, Issue 8, September 2000, Article
“Ecclesiasticus: The Wisdom of Ben-Sirach,” p. 27).

The words of Martin Luther reveal the depth of lawlessness to which many reli-
gious leaders have descended. This teaching is the epitome of the perverted “grace”
that Jude condemned, which rejects the commandments of God and grants license to
commit sin with no limitations whatsoever. Luther’s teaching concerning murder
and adultery is diametrically opposed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, Who magni-
fied and greatly expanded the application of the Sixth and Seventh Commandments.

The promoters of lawlessness have succeeded in deceiving the vast majority of
professing Christians into accepting a false grace. As the New Testament shows, this
distorted view of grace does not lead to salvation. In the Judgment Day, the teachers
of lawlessness, who have been honored as religious leaders and have even done note-
worthy deeds in the name of Jesus Christ, will be rejected: “Many will say to Me in
that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy through Your name? And did we not cast
out demons through Your name? And did we not perform many works of power
through Your name?’ And then I will confess to them, ‘I never knew you. Depart
from Me, you who work lawlessness’ ” (Matt. 7:22-23, AT).
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The workers of lawlessness will depart into the lake of fire to suffer the judgment
of eternal death, from which there is no resurrection: “But the fearful, and unbeliev-
ing, and abominable, and murderers, and fornicators, and sorcerers, and idola-
ters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake that burns with fire and
brimstone; which is the second death” (Rev. 21:8, AT).

During His ministry, Jesus declared that those who refuse to hear His teachings
would be judged by the words He had spoken. Notice: “Then Jesus called out and
said, “The one who believes in Me does not believe in Me, but in Him Who sent Me.
And the one who sees Me sees Him Who sent Me. I have come as a light into the
world, so that everyone who believes in Me may not remain in darkness. But if
anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not
come to judge the world, but to save the world. The one who rejects Me and
does not receive My words has one who judges him; the word which I have
spoken, that shall judge him in the last day. For I have not spoken from Myself;
but the Father, Who sent Me, gave Me commandment Himself, what I should
say and what I should speak. And I know that His commandment is eternal
life. Therefore, whatever I speak, I speak exactly as the Father has told Me”
(John 12:44-50, AT).

The teachings of Jesus Christ, as recorded in the Sermon on the Mount, carry the
full authority of God the Father: “Now it came to pass that when Jesus had fin-
ished these words, the multitudes were amazed at His teaching; for He taught
them as one Who had authority, and not as the scribes” (Matt. 7:28-29). In the
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught the full intent and application of the laws and
commandments of God, which is the spiritual standard for the New Covenant. This
is the standard by which every true believer is now being judged, and by which all
mankind will ultimately be judged.

Mountains in Judea
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50. JESUS, THROUGHOUT THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT,
GIVES THE FULL SPIRITUAL MEANING AND
AMPLIFICATION OF GOD’S LAW

MATTHEW 5

1. But seeing the multitudes, He went up into
the mountain; and when He sat down, His dis-
ciples came to Him.

2. And He opened His mouth and taught them,
saying,

3. “Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.

4. Blessed are those who mourn; for they shall
be comforted.?

5. Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit
the earth.”

6. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
after righteousness; for they shall be filled.

7. Blessed are the merciful; for they shall find
mercy.?

8. Blessed are the pure in heart; for they shall
see God.*

9. Blessed are the peacemakers; for they shall
be called the sons of God.

10. Blessed are those who have been persecuted
for the sake of righteousness; for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

11. Blessed are you when they shall reproach
you, and shall persecute you, and shall falsely
say every wicked thing against you, for My
sake.

12. Rejoice and be filled with joy, for great is
your reward in heaven; for in this same manner
they persecuted the prophets who were before
you.

LUKE 6

20. And He lifted up His eyes upon His dis-
ciples and said, “Blessed are you, the poor, for
yours is the kingdom of God.

21. Blessed are those who hunger now, for you
shall be filled. Blessed are those who weep
now, for you shall laugh.?

22. Blessed are you when men shall hate you,
and when they shall cut you off, and shall re-
proach you, and cast out your name as wicked,
for the Son of man’s sake.

23. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy; for
behold, great is your reward in heaven; for their
fathers did these same things to the prophets.
24. But woe to you, the rich, for you are re-
ceiving your consolation!

25. Woe to you who have been filled, for you
shall hunger! Woe to you who laugh now, for
you shall mourn and weep!

26. Woe to you when all men shall speak well
of you! For their fathers did these same things
to the false prophets.

a—Isa. 61:2-3 b-Psa.37:11; Isa. 29:19 ¢ - Psa. 63:1-4, 84:1-2
d - Psa. 18:25; Prov. 11:17 e - Psa. 24:3-5

51. TRUE CHRISTIANS ARE TO BE THE SALT OF THE EARTH
AND THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

MATTHEW 5

13. You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, with what shall it be
salted? For it no longer has any strength, but is to be thrown out, and to be trampled upon by

men.

14. You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a mountain cannot be hid.
15. Neither do they light a lamp and put it under a bushelbasket, but on the lampstand; and

it shines for all who are in the house.

16. In the same way also, you are to let your light shine before men, so that they may see
your good works, and may glorify your Father Who is in heaven.
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52. JESUS CAME TO MAGNIFY AND FINISH GIVING THE LAW -
HE PREACHED OBEDIENCE TO THE LAWS OF GOD

MATTHEW 5

17. Do not think that T have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but
to fulfill.

18. For truly I say to you, until the heaven and the earth shall pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in
no way pass from the Law until everything has been fulfilled.

19. Therefore, whoever shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, shall
be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever shall practice and teach them, this one shall
be called great in the kingdom of heaven.

20. For I say to you, unless your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, there is no way that you shall enter into the kingdom of heaven.

53. EXAMPLES OF THE SPIRITUAL APPLICATION OF THE LAW
MATTHEW 5§

21. You have heard that it was said to those in ancient times, ‘You shall not commit murder; but
whoever commits murder shall be subject to judgment.’®

22. But I say to you, everyone who 1s angry with his brother without cause shall be subject to
Judgment. Now you have heard it said, “Whoever shall say to his brother, “Raca,” shall be subject
to the judgment of the council.” But 1 say to you, whoever shall say, ‘You fool,’ shall be subject to the
fire of Gehenna.

23. For this reason, if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has
something against you,

24. Leave your gift there before the altar, and go your ways; first be reconciled with your brother,
and then come and offer your gift.

25. Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are in the way with him; lest your adversary
deliver you to the judge, and the judge deliver you to the officer, and you be cast into prison.

26. Truly I say to you, there is no way that you shall come out of there until you have paid the very
last cent.

a—Ex. 20:13; Deut. 5:17

A Thousand-Year-Old Greek Text
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54. LUST IS SPIRITUAL ADULTERY
MATTHEW 5

27. You have heard that it was said to those in ancient times, ‘You shall not commit
adultery.’®

28. But I say to you, everyone who looks upon a woman to lust after her has already com-
mitted adultery with her in his heart.

29. So then, if your right eye shall cause you to offend, pluck it out and cast it from you; for
it is better for you that one of your members should perish than to have your whole body be
cast into Gehenna.

30. And if your right hand shall cause you to offend, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is
better for you that one of your members should perish than fo have your whole body be cast

into Gehenna.
a-—Ex. 20:14; Deut. 5:18

55. DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE CAN BE ADULTERY
MATTHEW §

31. It was also said in ancient times, ‘Whoever shall divorce his wife, let him give her a
writing of divorcement.”?

32. ButI say to you, whoever shall divorce his wife, except for the cause of sexual immoral-
ity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever shall marry her who has been divorced is

committing adultery.

a— Deut. 24:1

56. CHRISTIANS ARE NOT TO VOW OR SWEAR
MATTHEW 5§

33. Again, you have heard that it was said to those in ancient times, ‘You shall not forswear
yourself, but you shall perform your oaths to the Lord.”

34. But I say to you, do not swear at all; neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne;®

35. Nor by the earth, for it is the footstool of His feet; nor by Jerusalem, because it is the city

of the great King.

36. Neither shall you swear by your head, because you do not have the power to make one

hair white or black.

37. But let your word be good, your ‘Yes’ be yes and your ‘No’ be no; for anything that is

added to these is from the evil one.

a—Ex. 20:7; Lev. 19:12; Deut. 5:11

b —Isa. 66:1

57. CHRISTIANS MUST HAVE AN ATTITUDE OF
GOING ABOVE AND BEYOND

MATTHEW §

38. You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for
an eye, and a tooth for a tooth’;*

39. But I say to you, do not resist evil; rather, if
anyone shall strike you on the right cheek, turn
to him the other also.

40. And if anyone shall sue you before the law
and take your garment, give him your coat also.
41. And if anyone shall compel you to go one
mile, go with him two.

42. Give to the one who asks of you; and do
not turn away from the one who wishes to
borrow from you.

a—Ex. 21:24-25
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LUKE 6

29. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer
the other cheek also; and if anyone takes your
cloak, do not forbid your coat also.

30. Give to everyone who asks you; and if any-
one takes what is yours, do not ask for it back.
31. And exactly as you would have men do to
you, you do the same to them also.
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58. LOVE YOUR ENEMIES AND BECOME PERFECT,
AS THE FATHER IN HEAVEN

MATTHEW 5

43. You have heard that it was said, “You shall
love your neighbor and hate your enemy.”
44. But I say to you, love your enemies, bless
those who curse you, do good to those who hate
you, and pray for those who despitefully use
you and persecute you;

45. So that you may be the children of your
Father Who is in heaven. For He causes His
sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and
sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

46. For if you love those who love you, what
reward do you have? Do not the tax collectors
practice the same thing?

47. And if you salute your brethren only, what
have you done that is extraordinary? Do not
the tax collectors practice the same thing ?

48. Therefore, you shall be perfect, even as your
Father Who is in heaven is perfect.”

a—Lev. 19:17-18

LUKE 6

27. But I say to you who hear, love your
enemies, and do good to those who hate you.
28. Bless those who curse you, and pray for
those who despitefully use you.

32. But if you love only those who love you,
what praise is it to you? For even sinners love
those who love them.

33. And if you do good only to those who are
doing good to you, what praise is it to you?
For even sinners do the same.

34. And if you lend to those from whom you
hope to receive, what praise is it to you? For
even sinners lend to sinners, that they may re-
ceive as much again.

35. But love your enemies, and do good, and
lend, hoping for nothing again; and great shall
be your reward, and you shall be the children
of the Highest; for He is good to the unthankful
and the wicked.

36. Theretore, you also be compassionate, even
as your Father is compassionate.

59. HOW TO DO YOUR WORKS
MATTHEW 6

1. “Beware that you do not bestow your alms in the sight of men, in order to be seen by
them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father Who is in heaven.

2. Therefore, when you give your alms, do not sound the trumpet before you, as the hypo-
crites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may have glory from men. Truly
I say to you, they have their reward.

3. But when you give your alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is
doing,

4. So that your alms may be in secret; and your Father Who sees in secret shall Himself
reward you openly.

60. HOW TO PRAY
MATTHEW 6

5. And when you pray, you shall not be as the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in
the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, in order that they may be seen by men.
Truly I say to you, they have their reward.

6. But you, when you pray, enter into a private room; and after shutting the door, pray to
your Father Who is in secret; and your Father Who sees in secret shall reward you openly.
7. And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions, as the heathen do; for they think that by
multiplying their words they shall be heard.

8. Now then, do not be like them; for your Father knows what things you have need of
before you ask Him.

100



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English — The Life of Jesus Christ

61. PRAYER GUIDE AND OUTLINE
MATTHEW 6

9. Therefore, you are to pray after this manner: ‘Our Father Who is in heaven, sanctified be
Your name;

10. Your kingdom come; Your will be done on earth, as in heaven;

11. Give us this day our daily bread;

12. And forgive us our debts, as we also forgive our debtors;

13. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.’

14. For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.

15. But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses.

62. HOW TO FAST
MATTHEW 6

16. And when you fast, do not be as the hypocrites, dejected in countenance:; for they disfig-
ure their faces in order that they may appear to men to fast. Truly I say to you, they have
their reward.

17. But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face,

18. So that you may not appear to men to fast, but to your Father Who is in secret; and your
Father Who sees in secret shall reward you openly.

63. HOW TO USE YOUR MONEY
MATTHEW 6

19. Do not store up treasures for yourselves on earth, where moth and rust spoil, and where
thieves break through and steal;

20. But store up treasures for yourselves in heaven, where neither moth nor rust spoils, and
where thieves do not break through nor steal.

21. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

64. THE EYE IS THE LIGHT OF THE BODY
MATTHEW 6

22. The light of the body is the eye. Therefore, if your eye be sound, your whole body shall
be full of light.

23. But if your eye be evil, your whole body shall be full of darkness. Therefore, if the light
that is in you be darkness, how great is that darkness!

65. NO ONE IS CAPABLE OF SERVING TWO MASTERS
MATTHEW 6

24. No one is able to serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or
he will hold to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.
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66. ATTITUDE TOWARD GOD AND MATERIAL GOODS - SEEK
THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND HIS CHARACTER QUALITIES
FIRST - AND YOUR NEEDS WILL BE SUPPLIED

MATTHEW 6

25. Because of this I say to you, do not be anxious about your life, as to what you shall eat and what
you shall drink; nor about your body, as to what you shall wear. Is not the life more than food, and
the body more than clothing?

26. Observe the birds of heaven: they do not sow, neither do they reap, nor do they gather into
granaries; and your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much better than they are?

27. But who among you, by taking careful thought, is able to add one cubit to his stature?

28. And why are you anxious about clothing? Observe the lilies of the field, how they grow: they do
not labor, nor do they spin;

29. But I say to you, not even Solomon in all his glory was clothed as one of these.

30. Now if God so arrays the grass of the field, which today is and tomorrow is cast into the oven,
shall He not much rather clothe you, O you of little faith?

31. Therefore, do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat? or what shall we drink? or with what
shall we be clothed?’

32. For the nations seek after all these things. And your heavenly Father knows that you have need
of all these things.

33. But as for you, seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall
be added to you.

34. Therefore, do not be anxious about tomorrow; for tomorrow shall take care of the things of
itself. Sufficient for the day is the evil of that day.”

67. THE PRINCIPLE OF PROPER JUDGMENT

MATTHEW 7 LUKE 6
1. “Do not condemn others, so that you your- 37. And do not judge others, so that you your-
self will not be condemned; self will not be judged in any way. Do not con-
2. For with what judgment you judge, you shall demn others, so that you will not be condemned
be judged; and with what measure you mete in any way. Forgive, and you shall be forgiven.
out, it shall be measured again to you. 38. Give, and it shall be given to you; good
3. Now why do you look at the mote that is in measure, pressed down and shaken together and
your brother’s eye, but you do not perceive the running over, shall they give into your bosom.
beam in your own eye? For with the same measure that you mete out,
4. Or how will you say to your brother, ‘Allow it shall be measured again to you.”
me to remove the mote from your eye’; and 39. Then He spoke a parable to them, saying,
behold, the beam is in your own eye? “Is a blind man able to lead a blind man? Will
5. You hypocrite, first cast out the beam from not both fall into the ditch?
your own eye, and then you shall see clearly to 40. A disciple is not above his teacher; but ev-

remove the mote from your brother’s eye. eryone who is perfected shall be as his teacher.
. 41. And why do you look at the mote that is in
your brother’s eye, but you do not perceive the
beam that is in your own eye?
42. Or how can you say to your brother,
‘Brother, allow me to cast out the mote that is
in your eye,” but you do not see the beam that is
in your own eye? Hypocrite! First cast out the
beam from your own eye, and then shall you
see clearly to cast out the mote that is in your
brother’s eye.

Mount Tabor Today
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68. GOD’S HOLY TRUTH NOT TO BE TREATED LIGHTLY
MATTHEW 7

6. Do not give that which is holy to the dogs, nor cast your pearls before the swine, lest they
trample them under their feet, and turn around and tear you in pieces.

69. ASK, SEEK, AND KNOCK, AND YOU WILL RECEIVE
MATTHEW 7
7. Ask, and it shall be given to you. Seek, and you shall find. Knock, and it shall be opened

to you.

8. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks

it shall be opened.

9. Or what man is there of you who, if his son shall ask for bread, will give him a stone?
10. And if he shall ask for a fish, will give him a serpent?

11. Therefore, if you, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more shall your Father Who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him?

12. Therefore, everything that you would have men do to you, so also do to them: for this is

the Law and the Prophets.

70. YOU MUST ENTER THROUGH THE NARROW GATE
MATTHEW 7

13. Enter in through the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to
destruction, and many are those who enter through it;*
14. For narrow is the gate and difficult is the way that leads to life, and few are those who

find it.

a—Rev.12:19

71. BE ON GUARD AGAINST FALSE PROPHETS -
KNOW THEM BY THEIR FRUITS

MATTHEW 7

15. But beware of false prophets, who come to
you in sheep’s clothing; for within they are
ravening wolves.

16. You shall know them by their fruits. Do
men gather grapes from thorns, or figs from
thistles?

17. In the same way, every good tree produces
good fruit, but a corrupt tree produces evil fruit.
18. A good tree cannot produce evil fruit, nor
can a corrupt tree produce good fruit.

19. Every tree that is not producing good fruit
is cut down and is cast into the fire.

20. Therefore, you shall assuredly know them
by their fruits.
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43. For there is not a good tree that is produc-
ing corrupt fruit; nor is there a corrupt tree that
is producing good fruit.

44. For every tree is known by its own fruit; for
they do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they
gather a bunch of grapes from a bramble.

45. The good man out of the good treasure of
his heart brings forth that which is good; and
the wicked man out of the wicked treasure of
his heart brings forth that which is wicked; for
out of the abundance of the heart his mouth
speaks.
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72. OBEDIENCE IS RQUIRED - PROFESSION OF THE
LORD’S NAME NOT ENOUGH TO OBTAIN ETERNAL LIFE

MATTHEW 7

21. Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but the
one who is doing the will of My Father, Who is
in heaven.

22. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord,
Lord, did we not prophesy through Your name?
And did we not cast out demons through Your
name? And did we not perform many works of
power through Your name?’

23. And then I will confess to them, ‘I never
knew you. Depart from Me, you who work
lawlessness.’

24. Therefore, everyone who hears these words
of Mine and practices them, him shall I com-
pare to a wise man, who built his house upon
the rock;

25. And the rain came down, and the floods
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that
house; but it did not fall, for it was founded
upon the rock.

26. And everyone who hears these words of
Mine and does not practice them shall be com-
pared to a foolish man, who built his house upon
the sand;

27. And the rain came down, and the floods
came, and beat upon that house; and it fell, and
great was the fall of it.”

28. Now it came to pass that when Jesus had
finished these words, the multitudes were
amazed at His teaching;

29. For He taught them as one Who had au-
thority, and not as the scribes.

MATTHEW 8§

1. When He came down from the mountain,
great multitudes followed Him.
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46. And why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” but
you do not practice what I say?

47. Everyone who comes to Me and hears My
words and practices them, I will show you what
he is like.

48. He is like a man building a house, who dug
deep and laid the foundation on the rock; and a
flood came, and the torrent beat against that
house, but could not shake it, because it was
founded on the rock.

49. But the one who has heard My words and
has not practiced them is like a man who built
a house on top of the ground, without a foun-
dation; and when the torrent beat against it, it
fell at once, and the ruin of that house was
great.”

LUKE 7

1. And when He had finished all His sayings in
the ears of the people, He entered into
Capernaum.

. < .
A Tree Is Known By Its Fruit
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73. JESUS TOUCHES A LEPER, HEALING AND CLEANSING HIM

MARK 1

40. And a leper came to Him,
beseeching Him and kneeling
down to Him, and saying to
Him, “If You will, You have the
power to cleanse me.”

41. Then Jesus, being moved
with compassion, stretched out
His hand and touched him, and
said to him, “I will. Be
cleansed.”

42. And as soon as He had spo-
ken, the leprosy immediately
departed from him, and he was
cleansed.

43. Now after strictly com-
manding him, He sent him
away at once,

44. And said to him, “See that
you do not say anything to any-
one; but go and show yourself
to the priest, and offer for your
cleansing what Moses com-
manded, for a testimony to
them.”®

45. But after leaving, he began
to proclaim it extensively and
to spread the matter abroad, so
that He was no longer able to
enter the city openly, but stayed
outside the city in desert
places; and they came to Him
from every region.

LUKE 5

12. Now it came to pass that as
He was in one of the cities, a
man full of leprosy saw Jesus
and immediately fell on his
face, beseeching Him and say-
ing, “Lord, if You will, You are
able to cleanse me.”

13. And after stretching out His
hand, He touched him, saying,
“Iwill. Be cleansed!” And the
leprosy instantly left him.

14. Then He charged him to tell
no one, and said, “Go and
show yourself to the priest, and
bring an offering for your
cleansing as Moses com-
manded, for a witness to
them.”*

15. But reports of His miracles
were spread abroad even more;
and great multitudes came to
hear Him and to be healed by
Him of their infirmities.

a—Lev. 13:49; 14:1-32

MATTHEW 8

2. And behold, a leper came
and worshiped Him, saying,
“Lord, if You will, You have the
power to cleanse me.”

3. Then Jesus stretched out His
hand and touched him, saying,
“I will. Be cleansed.” And
immediately he was cleansed
Jfrom his leprosy.

4. And Jesus said to him, “See
that you tell no one; but go
and show yourself to the priest,
and offer the gift that Moses
commanded, for a witness to
them.

2%a

Lepers in Kidron Valley
East of Jerusalem
— Matson Photo Service

74. JESUS WITHDRAWS TO PRAY

LUKE 5

16. Then He withdrew into the wilderness and prayed.

75. JESUS RETURNS TO CAPERNAUM

MARK 2

1. And after some days, He again entered into Capernaum, and it was reported that He was

in the house.

2. And immediately many gathered together, so that there was no longer any room, not even
at the door; and He preached the Word to them.
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76. JESUS HEALS A PARALYTIC ON THE SABBATH,
AND THE PHARISEES ARE CRITICAL OF HIM

MARK 2

3. Then they came to Him,
bringing a paralytic borne by
four men.

4. And since they were not able
to come near to Him because
of the crowd, they uncovered
the roof where He was; and
after breaking it open, they let
down the stretcher on which
the paralytic was lying.

5. Now when Jesus saw their
faith, He said to the paralytic,
“Child, your sins have been
forgiven you.”

6. But some of the scribes were
sitting there and reasoning in
their hearts,

7. “Why does this man speak
such blasphemies? Who has
the power to forgive sins,
except one, and that is God?”
8. And Jesus immediately
knew in His spirit what they
were reasoning within them-
selves, and said to them, “Why
are you reasoning these things
in your hearts?

9. Which is easier, to say to the
paralytic, ‘Your sins have been
forgiven you’? or to say,
‘Arise, and take up your
stretcher and walk’?

10. But in order that you may
understand that the Son of man
has authority on the earth to
forgive sins,” He said to the
paralytic,

11. “I say to you, arise and pick
up your stretcher, and go to
your house.”

12. And immediately he arose
and, after picking up his
stretcher, went out in the pres-
ence of them all; so that they
were all amazed and glorified
God, saying, “We have never
seen the like!”

LUKE §

17. Now it came to pass that
on one of the days when He
was teaching, Pharisees and
teachers of the law were sitting
there who had come out of ev-
ery village from Galilee and
from Judea, including the vil-
lages around Jerusalem. And
the power of the Lord was there
for healing them.

18. And men came at once, car-
rying on a stretcher a man who
was paralyzed; and they sought
to bring him in and place him
before Him.

19. But when they could not
find a way to bring him in be-
cause of the multitude, they
went up on the rooftop and
lowered him with the stretcher
through the tiles into the midst,
directly in front of Jesus.

20. And seeing their faith, He
said to him, “Man, your sins
have been forgiven you.”

2]. Then the scribes and the
Pharisees began to reason, say-
ing, “Who is this Who speaks
blasphemies? Who has the
power to forgive sins, except
God alone?”

22. But Jesus, perceiving their
thoughts, answered and said to
them, “Why do you reason in
your hearts?

23. Which is easier to say,
“Your sins have been forgiven
you’? or to say, ‘Arise and
walk’?

24. But that you may know that
the Son of man has authority
on the earth to forgive sins,” He
said to the one who was para-
lyzed, “I say to you, arise and
take up your stretcher, and go
to your house.”

25. And he immediately stood
up in front of them; and after
taking up the stretcher on
which he was lying, he went
to his house, glorifying God.
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2. And behold, they brought to
Him a paralytic lying on a
stretcher. Then Jesus, seeing
their faith, said to the paralytic,
“Be of good courage, child;
your sins have been forgiven
you.”

3. And immediately some of
the scribes said within them-
selves, “This man blas-
phemes.”

4. But Jesus, perceiving their
thoughts, said, “Why are you
thinking evil in your hearts?
5. For which is easier to say,
‘Your sins have been forgiven
you,” or to say, ‘Arise and
walk’?

6. But [ speak these words so
that you may understand that
the Son of man has authority
on earth to forgive sins.” Then
He said to the paralytic, “Arise,
take up your bed, and go to
your house.”

7. And he arose and went away
to his house.

8. Now when the multitudes
saw if, they were amazed and
glorified God, Who had given
such authority to men.

Village of Rephaim
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LUKE 5

26. And amazement seized ev-
eryone, and they glorified God,
and were filled with fear,
saying, “We have seen strange
things today.”

77. MATTHEW IS CALLED BY JESUS

MARK 2

13. Then He went by the sea
again; and all the multitude
came to him, and He taught
them.

14. Now as He was passing by,
He saw Levi the son of Alpheus
sitting at the tax office; and He
said to him, “Follow Me.” And
he arose and followed Him.

LUKE §

27. Now after these things, He
went out and saw a tax collec-
tor named Levi sitting at the
tax office, and said to him,
“Follow Me.”

28. Then he rose up, leaving
everything, and followed Him.

MATTHEW 9

9. And passing from there,
Jesus saw a man named Mat-
thew sitting at the tax office,
and said to him, “Follow Me.”
And he rose up and followed
Him.

78. MATTHEW HAS A FEAST FOR JESUS

MARK 2

15. And it came to pass that,
when He sat down to eat in his
house, many tax collectors and
sinners sat down with Jesus
and His disciples; for there
were many, and they followed
Him.

LUKE 5

29. And Levi made a great feast
for Him in his house, and there
was a large number of tax col-
lectors and others who sat
down with them.

MATTHEW 9

10. Then it came to pass, when
Jesus sat down to eat in the
house, that behold, many tax
collectors and sinners came
and sat down with Him and His
disciples.

79. THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES ACCUSE JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES

MARK 2

16. But when the scribes and
Pharisees saw Him eating with
tax collectors and sinners, they
said to His disciples, “Why is
it that He eats and drinks with
tax collectors and sinners?”
17. And after hearing this,
Jesus said to them, “Those who
are strong do not need a physi-
cian, but those who are sick.
I did not come to call the
righteous, but sinners to
repentance.”

LUKE 5§

30. But the scribes and the
Pharisees complained to His
disciples, saying, “Why do you
eat and drink with tax collec-
tors and sinners?”

31. Then Jesus answered and
said to them, “Those who are
in good health do not need a
physician, but those who are
sick.

32. I did not come to call
the righteous, but sinners to
repentance.”
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11. And after seeing this, the
Pharisees said to His disciples,
“Why does your Master eat
with tax collectors and sin-
ners?”’

12. But when Jesus heard it, He
said to them, “Those who are
strong do not have need of a
physician, but those who are
sick.

13. Now go and learn what this
means: ‘I desire mercy and
not sacrifice.” For I did not
come to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance.”
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80. THE PHARISEES ASK WHY JESUS’

MARK 2

18. Now the disciples of John
and the disciples of the Phari-
sees were fasting; and they
came and said to Him, “Why
do the disciples of John and the
disciples of the Pharisees fast,
but Your disciples do not fast?”
19. And Jesus said to them,
“Can the children of the bride
chamber fast while the bride-
groom is with them? As long
as they have the bridegroom
with them, they are not able to
fast.

20. But the days will come
when the bridegroom shall be
taken away from them; and
then shall they fast in those
days.

DISCIPLES DID NOT FAST

LUKE 5

33. Then they said to Him,
“Why do the disciples of John
fast often and make supplica-
tions, and those of the Phari-
sees do the same, but Your
disciples are eating and drink-
ing?”’

34. And He said to them, “Can
you make the children of the
bride chamber fast, while the
bridegroom is with them?

35. But the time will come
when the bridegroom shall be
taken from them, and in those
days they shall fast.”

MATTHEW 9

14. Then the disciples of John
came to Him, saying, “Why do
we and the Pharisees fast of-
ten, but Your disciples do not
fast?”

15. And Jesus said to them,
“Are the children of the bride
chamber able to mourn while
the bridegroom is with them?
But the days will come when
the bridegroom shall be taken
away from them, and then they
shall fast.

Wall bf Jerusalem

81. THE PARABLE OF THE WINESKINS

MARK 2

21. And no one sews a piece of
new cloth onto an old garment;
otherwise the new piece filling
up the hole tears away from the
old, and a worse hole results.
22. And no one puts new wine
into old wineskins; otherwise
the new wine bursts the old
wineskins, and the wine spills
out, and the wineskins are de-
stroyed; but new wine must be
put into new wineskins.”

LUKE 5

36. Then He also spoke a par-
able to them: “No one puts a
piece of new cloth on an old
garment, or the new cloth will
make a tear; for the piece that
is from the new cloth is not
compatible with the old piece.
37. And no one puts new wine
into old skins, or the new wine
will burst the skins and will
spill out, and the skins will be
destroyed,;

38. But new wine must be put
into new skins, and both will
be preserved together.

39. And no one after drinking
the old wine immediately de-
sires the new; for he says, ‘The
old is better.” ”
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16. Now no one sews a new
piece of cloth onto an old gar-
ment; for that which is put in
to fill up the hole takes away
from the garment, and a worse
tear develops.

17. Neither do they put new
wine into old wineskins; oth-
erwise the wineskins will burst,
and the wine will spill out, and
the wineskins will be de-
stroyed; but they put new wine
into new wineskins, and both
are preserved together.”
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PART III

FROM PASSOVER 28 AD

TO PASSOVER 29 AD

82. THE SECOND PASSOVER SEASON -
JESUS SHOWS THAT HE IS THE LORD AND MASTER

LUKE 6

1. Now it came to pass on the
second Sabbath afrer the first
that He was walking through
the grain fields; and His dis-
ciples were plucking the ears
and were eating, after rubbing
them in their hands.

2. But some of the Pharisees
said to them, “Why are you
doing that which is not lawful
to do on the Sabbaths?”

3. And Jesus answered and said
to them, “Have you not read
even this, that which David did
when he himself hungered, and
those who were with him?

4. How he went into the house
of God and took the loaves of
showbread, and ate of them,
and also gave some to those
with him, which it is not law-
ful to eat except for the priests
only?”?

5. And He said to them, “The
Son of man is Lord also of the
Sabbath.”

MARK 2

23. Now it came to pass that
He went through the grain
fields on the Sabbath; and as
His disciples made their way
through the fields, they were
picking and eating the grain.
24. Then the Pharisees said to
Him, “Look at them! Why are
they doing that which is not
lawful on the Sabbath?”

25. And He said to them, “Have
you never read what David did
when he was hungry and in
need of food, he and those with
him?

26. How in the days of Abiathar
the high priest, he entered into
the house of God and ate the
show-bread, which is not law-
ful to eat except for the priests,
and he also gave it to those who
were with him??

27. And He said to them, “The
Sabbath was made for man,
and not man for the Sabbath;
28. Therefore, the Son of man
is also Lord of the Sabbath.”

a—Lev. 24:9;1Sam. 21:1-6 b — Num. 28:9-10
¢ — Hos. 6:6; Jer. 7:22-23; Psa. 51:16-19
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1. At that time Jesus went
through the grain fields on the
Sabbath day; and His disciples
were hungry, and they began to
pluck the heads of grain and to
eat them.

2. But after seeing this, the
Pharisees said to Him, “Be-
hold, Your disciples are doing
what is not lawful to do on the
Sabbath.”

3. But He said to them, “Have
you not read what David did,
when he himself and those
with him were hungry?

4. How he went into the house
of God and ate the loaves of
showbread, which it was not
lawful for him to eat, nor for
those who were with him, but
for the priests only??

5. Or have you not read in the
law that on the Sabbaths, the
priests in the temple profane
the Sabbath and are guiltless?®
6. But I say to you, there is one
here Who is greater than the
temple.

7. But if you had known what
this means, ‘I desire mercy and
not sacrifice,” you would not
have condemned the guiltless.®
8. For the Son of man is also
Lord of the Sabbath day.”
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83. THE HEALING OF THE MAN WITH A WITHERED HAND
IN A SYNAGOGUE ON THE SABBATH

LUKE 6

6. Now it also came to pass on
another Sabbath that He went
into the synagogue and taught;
and a man was there whose
right hand was withered.

7. And the scribes and the
Pharisees were watching Him,
whether He would heal on the
Sabbath, so that they might
find an accusation against Him.
8. But He knew their thoughts,
and said to the man who had
the withered hand, “Arise and
stand in the midst.” And he
rose up and stood in their
midst.

9. Then Jesus said to them, *“I
will ask you one thing: is it
lawful to do good or to do evil
on the Sabbaths? to save life
or to destroy it?”

10. And after looking around
on them all, He said to the man,
“Stretch out your hand.” And
he did so, and his hand was
restored as sound as the other.

MARK 3

1. And again He went into the
synagogue, and a man who had
a withered hand was there.

2. And they were watching
Him, to see if He would heal
him on the Sabbath, in order
that they might accuse Him.
3. Then He said to the man who
had the withered hand, “Stand
up here in the center.”

4. And He said to them, “Is it
lawful to do good on the Sab-
baths, or to do evil? To save
life, or to kill?” But they were
silent.

5. And after looking around at
them with anger, being grieved
at the hardness of their hearts,
He said to the man, “Stretch
out your hand.” And he
stretched it out, and his hand
was restored as sound as the
other one.

MATTHEW 12

9. And after leaving there, He
went into their synagogue.

10. And behold, a man was
there who had a withered hand.
And they asked Him, saying,
“Is it lawful to heal on the Sab-
baths?” so that they might ac-
cuse Him.

11. But He said to them, “What
man is there among you who,
if he has one sheep that falls
into a pit on the Sabbath, will
not lay hold of it and lift it our?
12. And how much better is a
man than a sheep? So then, it
1s lawful to do good on the Sab-
baths.”

13. And He said to the man,
“Stretch out your hand.” And
he stretched it out, and it was
restored as sound as the other.

Jericho from Top of Mountain Roa

84. THE PHARISEES PLOT TO KILL CHRIST

LUKE 6

11. But they were filled with
rage, and they consulted with
one another as fo what they
should do with Jesus.

MARK 3

6. Then the Pharisees left and
immediately took counsel with
the Herodians as fo how they
might destroy Him.

111

MATTHEW 12

14. Then the Pharisees went
out of the synagogue and held
a council against Him, to dis-
cuss how they might destroy
Him.



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English — The Life of Jesus Christ

85. JESUS ESCAPES FROM THE PHARISEES
AND HEALS THE MULTITUDES

MARK 3

7. But Jesus withdrew to the sea with His
disciples; and a great multitude from Galilee
followed Him, and from Judea,

8. And from Jerusalem, and from Idumea and
beyond the Jordan; and those around Tyre and
Sidon, a great multitude, when they heard what
great things He was doing, came to Him.

9. Then He told His disciples to have a small
ship wait for Him, on account of the multitude,
in order that they might not press upon Him.
10. For He had healed so many that they began
to crowd around Him, as many as had plagues,
in order that they might touch Him;

1. And when the unclean spirits saw Him, they
fell down before Him and cried aloud, saying,
“You are the Son of God.”

12. But He sharply rebuked them so that they
would not make Him known.

MATTHEW 12

15. But when Jesus knew of it, He withdrew
from there; and great multitudes followed Him,
and He healed all of them.

16. And He strictly commanded them not to
make Him known publicly;

17. So that it might be fultilled which was spo-
ken by Isaiah the prophet, saying,

18. “Behold My Servant, Whom I have cho-
sen, My Beloved, in Whom My soul has found
delight. I will put My Spirit upon Him, and He
shall declare judgment to the nations.

19. He shall not strive nor cry out, neither shall
anyone hear His voice in the streets.

20. A bruised reed shall He not break, and
smoking flax shall He not quench, until He
brings forth the judgment unto victory.

21. And the nations shall hope in His name.”*
22. Then was brought to Him one who was
possessed by a demon, blind and dumb; and
He healed him, so that the one who had been
blind and dumb both spoke and saw.

23. And the multitudes were all amazed, and
said, “Is this not the Son of David?”

a-1Isa. 42:1-4

86. JESUS PRAYS ALL NIGHT, SELECTS 12 DISCIPLES
AND ORDAINS THEM TO BE THE 12 APOSTLES

MARK 3

13. Then He went up into the mountain and
called to Him those whom He desired, and they
came to Him.

14. And He ordained twelve, that they might
be with Him, and that He might send them to
preach,

15. And to have authority to heal diseases and
to cast out demons.

16. Then He chose Simon and added to him the
name Peter;

17. And He chose James the son of Zebedee,
and John, the brother of James; and He added
to them the names Boanerges, which means
“sons of thunder.”

18. And He chose Andrew, and Philip, and
Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and
James the son of Alpheus, and Thaddeus, and
Simon the Cananean;

19. And Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him.
And they went into a house.

112

LUKE 6

12. Now it came to pass in those days that He
went up into the mountain to pray, and He spent
the entire night in prayer to God.

13. And when it was day, He called His dis-
ciples to Him and chose from them twelve,
whom He also named apostles:

14. Simon, whom He also named Peter, and
Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and
Bartholomew;

15. Matthew and Thomas; James, the son of
Alpheus, and Simon who was called Zealot;
16. Judas, brother of James; and Judas Iscariot,
who also became the betrayer.
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87. JESUS COMES DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN WITH
HIS DISCIPLES AND HEALS A MULTITUDE

LUKE 6

17. And after descending with them, He stood on a level place with a crowd of His disciples;
and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of Tyre
and Sidon, came to hear Him and to be healed of their diseases;

18. And those who were tormented by unclean spirits also came; and they were healed.
19. And all the crowd sought to touch Him, for power went out from Him and healed all.

Mountain Scene Near Galilee

88. JESUS HEALS THE CENTURION’S SERVANT

LUKE 7

2. Now a certain centurion’s servant, who was
cherished by him, was ill and about to die.

3. And after hearing about Jesus, he sent the
elders of the Jews to beseech Him to come and
heal his servant.

4. And after coming to Jesus, they besought
Him diligently, saying that he was worthy to
whom He should grant this.

5. “For he loves our nation,” they said, “and he
built the synagogue for us.”

6. Then Jesus went with them; but when He
was not far from the house, the centurion sent
friends to Him, saying to Him, “Lord, do not
trouble Yourself, for I am not worthy that You
should come under my roof;

7. Therefore, neither did I count myself wor-
thy to come to You; but say the word, and my
servant shall be healed.

8. For I also am a man appointed under author-
ity, having soldiers under myself, and I say to
this one, ‘Go,” and he goes; and to another,
‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do
this,” and he does it.”

9. And when He heard these things, Jesus was
amazed at him; and turning to the multitude
following Him, He said, “I tell you, not even in
Israel have I found such great faith.”

10. And when those who had been sent returned
to the house, they found the sick servant in good
health.
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5. Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a
centurion came to Him, beseeching Him,

6. And saying, “Lord, my servant is lying in
the house paralyzed and grievously tormented.”
7. And Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal
him.”

8. But the centurion answered and said, “Lord,
I am not worthy that You should come under
the roof of my house; but speak the word only,
and my servant shall be healed.

9. For I also am a man under authority, having
soldiers under me; and I say to this one, ‘Go,’
and he goes; and to another one, ‘Come,” and
he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,” and he
does it.”

10. Now when Jesus hear these words, He was
amazed; and He said to those who were fol-
lowing, “Truly I say to you, nowhere in Israel
have I found such great faith.

11. But I say to you, many from rhe east and
the west shall come, and shall sit down with
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom
of heaven.?

12. But the children of the kingdom shall be
cast into outer darkness; there shall be weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth.”

13. Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go, and
as you have believed, so be it done to you.”
And his servant was healed in that hour.

a—1Isa. 49:12; 43:5-6
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89. THEN JESUS COMES TO A HOUSE AT CAPERNAUM
MARK 3

20. Then a multitude gathered together again, so that they were not even able to eat bread.
21. And after hearing of it, those who were contrary to Him went to restrain Him; for they

said, “He is out of His mind!”

90. THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES ACCUSE JESUS CHRIST
OF DOING THE WORK OF GOD THROUGH THE POWER OF SATAN

MARK 3

22. Then the scribes who had come down from
Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebub; and by the
power of the prince of the demons He is cast-
ing out demons.”

23. And after calling them to Him, He spoke to
them in parables, saying, “How can Satan cast
out Satan?

24. For if a kingdom is divided against itself,
that kingdom is not able to stand;

25. And if a house is divided against itself, that
house is not able to stand.

26, And if Satan has risen up against himself
and has been divided, he does not have the
power to stand, but has an end.

27. There is no way that anyone who enters a
strong man’s house is able to plunder his goods,
unless he first binds the strong man; and then
he can plunder his house.

MATTHEW 12

24. But when the Pharisees heard this, they said,
“This man does not cast out demons except by
Beelzebub, prince of the demons.”

25. But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said to
them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is
brought to desolation, and every city or house
divided against itself shall not stand.

26. And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided
against himself. How then shall his kingdom
stand?

27. And if I by Beelzebub cast out demons, by
whom do your sons cast them out? On account
of this, they shall be your judges.

28. But if I by the Spirit of God cast out de-
mons, then the kingdom of God has come upon
you.

29. Or how is anyone able to enter into the house
of a strong man and plunder his goods, if he
does not first bind the strong man? And then
he will plunder his house.

30. The one who is not with Me is against Me,
and the one who does not gather with Me
scatters.

91. JESUS WARNS THEM OF THE UNPARDONABLE SIN

MARK 3

28. Truly I say to you, all sins and every blas-
phemy that they may blaspheme shall be for-
given to the children of men;

29. But whoever shall commit blasphemy
against the Holy Spirit shall not be forgiven,
even into eternity, but is subject to eternal judg-
ment.”

30. He spoke these things because they said,
“He has an unclean spirit.”
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31. Because of this, I say to you, every sin and
blasphemy shall be forgiven to men except the
blasphemy concerning the Holy Spirit; that
shall not be forgiven to men.

32. And whoever speaks a word against the
Son of man, it shall be forgiven him; but who-
ever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it shall not
be forgiven him, neither in this age nor in the
coming age.

33. Either make the tree good and the fruit good,
or make the tree corrupt and its fruit corrupt;
because a tree is known by its fruit.
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34. Offspring of vipers, how are you able to
speak good things, being evil? For out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.

35. The good man out of the good treasure of
his heart brings out good things; and the wicked
man out of the wicked treasure brings out
wicked things.

36. But I say to you, for every idle word that
men may speak, they shall be held accountable
in the day of judgment.

37. For by your words you shall be justified,
and by your words you shall be condemned.”

Palestinian Viper

92. THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES SEEK A SIGN
MATTHEW 12

38. Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, “Master, we desire to see a
sign from You.”

39. And He answered and said to them, “A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a
sign, but no sign shall be given to it except the sign of Jonah the prophet.

93. THE SIGN OF JONAH TO BE THE ONLY SIGN GIVEN
MATTHEW 12

40. For just as Jonah was in the belly of the whale three days and three nights, in like
manner the Son of man shall be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.

41. The men of Nineveh® shall stand up in the judgment with this generation and shall
condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation of Jonah; and behold, a greater than
Jonah is here.

42. The queen of the south® shall rise up in the judgment with this generation and shall
condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon;
and behold, a greater than Solomon is here.

a—Jonah 1:17;2:1 b-Jonah 3:5-10 ¢ -1IKings 10:1-13; II Chron. 9:1-12

94. THAT WICKED GENERATION LIKENED TO WICKED SPIRITS
MATTHEW 12

43. But when the unclean spirit has departed from a man, it goes through dry places seeking
rest, and finds none.

44. Then it says, ‘I will return to my house, from which I came out.” And after coming, it
finds it unoccupied, swept and set in order.

45. Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they enter
in and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Likewise shall it also
be with this wicked generation.”

115



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English — The Life of Jesus Christ

95. JESUS’ MOTHER AND BROTHERS COME TO SEE HIM -
JESUS EXPLAINS WHO ARE HIS SPIRITUAL MOTHERS AND BROTHERS

MARK 3

31. Then His brothers and His
mother came and were stand-
ing outside; and they sent to
Him, calling Him.

32. And the multitude sat
around Him; and they said to
Him, “Behold, Your mother
and Your brothers are outside;
and they are seeking You.”
33. But He answered them,
saying, “Who is My mother
and who are My brothers?”
34. And He looked around at
those who were sitting in a
circle around Him, and said,
“Behold My mother and My
brothers;

35. For whoever shall do the
will of God, that one is My
brother, and My sister, and
mother.”

MATTHEW 12

46. But while He was still
speaking to the multitudes, be-
hold, His mother and His
brothers were standing outside,
seeking to speak with Him.
47. Then one said to Him, “Be-
hold, Your mother and Your
brothers are standing outside,
seeking to speak with You.”
48. But He answered and said
to him, “Who is My mother?
And who are My brothers?”
49. And stretching out His
hand to His disciples, He said,
“Behold, My mother and My
brothers.

50. For whoever shall do the
will of My Father, Who is in
heaven, that one is my brother
and sister and mother.”

LUKE 8

19. Then His mother and His
brothers came to Him, but were
not able to get to Him because
of the multitude.

20. And it was told Him, say-
ing, “Your mother and Your
brothers are standing outside,
desiring to see You.”

21. But He answered and said
to them, “My mother and My
brothers are those who are
hearing the Word of God and
are doing it.”

96. THE ONLY SON OF A WIDOW IS RAISED

FROM THE DEAD BY JESUS

LUKE 7

11. Now it came to pass on the next day that He went into a city called Nain; and many of
His disciples went with Him, and a great multitude.
12. And as He drew near to the gate of the city, behold, one who had died was being carried

out, an only son to his mother, and she

was with her.

was a widow; and a considerable crowd from the city

13. And when the Lord saw her, He was moved with compassion for her and said to her, “Do

not weep.”

14. And He came up to the bier and touched iz, and those who were bearing it stopped. Then
He said, “Young man, I say to you, arise!”
15. And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and He gave him to his mothe