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PREFACE TO THE FIRST AND SECOND EDITIONS

We have entered the age of the exposd and the tentacles of evil and comrption
have left few untouched. Immorality and dishonesty has been exposed even among
the once trusted political, economic, educational and religious institutions of this
'world. In some nations the exposure of scandalous conduct on high levels has shaken
confidence in governments. The result has been a public demand for a return to
morality, ethics and honesty.

On an individual level, the result is that more and more people are seeking a
deeper meaning to their personal lives. In their search for greater understanding,
many have come to realize that there is a missing dimension in their lives. That
missing dimension is a basic spiritual need that cries out to be filled.

In the final analysis that vital spiritual dimension can only be filled by God through
Jesus Christ. The beginning step to fill that spiritual vacuum is to understand the life
and message of Jesus. That is the reason this book has been written.

In religion also, as in politics, business, and education, people are demanding
facts and honesty. This book, A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English . . . The
Lift of Jes.us Christ, is dedicated to that prece^pt. The true Jesus Christ, His life and
message, is presented throughout the pages of this book with clarity and meaning.

Religious myths, 'superstitions, and traditions of men have not been considered.
Rather, they have been set aside, in order to present the scriptural and historical facts.

As an ordained minister of Jesus Christ, I find that these are basic questions
people ask after studying and investigating the Bible.

"When was Jesus really born?"
"What are the original teachings of Jesus?"
"Was Jesus God or man?"
"Why did Jesus have to die?"
"When was He crucified - Friday, Thursday, or Wednesday?"
"How long was He in the tomb?"
"When was He resurrected?"
"On which day did Jesus keep the Passover?"
The life of Jesus Christ is of paramount importance to all mankind. It is the focal

point of history. The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are the fulcrum of
the Bible and comprise almost half of the New Testament.

One of the easiest ways to understand the Gospels is to have them compiled into
a harmony, which coordinates and blends the events of all four accounts into one
synchronized story flow.

Up to the first edition of this book in 1914, there had been no new major work in
harmonizing the Gospels in over one hundred and forty years. The first edition has
been enthusiastically received. Many thousands of readers have expressed their
positive thoughts and reactions.

This second edition has been revised and updated. It has been built on the
foundation of the first edition. Every word of the text and commentaries has been
revised and re-edited by the most proficient editors obtainable. It is written in modern
English, my own paraphrased translation. This makes it the first harmony of the
Gospels in recent years to be written in modern English. Twenty pages have been
added. Eight maps showing the travels of Jesus have been incorporated in appropriate
places. Many photographs have been added making a total of over one hundred.
These make a unique combination which recaptures the flavor of the holy land.
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New commentaries have been added - "Jesus'Last Passover Which Dav of The
Month - the 14th or 15th?" * All of these additional features make this second
edition essentially a new book.

An accurate chronology based on the framework of the Biblical holy days restores
and reconstructs the evenli of Jesus'life. A modern computer *as usei to iccurately
coordinate the Hebrew and Roman calendars of Jesus' time. Easv-to-understand
commentaries explain and clarify difficult sections. Graphs and charts clearly show
when Jesus was born, when He died, how long He was in the tomb and when He was
resurrected.

Original art work by JayVance andAlfred D'Amelio portray in detail the Temple
and Jerusalem. The basis for the etchings was the model city of first century Jerusalem.

A Harmony of the Gospels in Modem English ... The Lift of Jesus Christ has been
designed to be used as a study aid, commentary, textbook, and Bible class aid. I
sincerely hope that this book will help bring a more profound understanding of Jesus'
life to you personally. My personal desire is that this work will help to inspire you to
become a better Christian.

*Since the first and second editions of the Harmony of the Gospels, the author
has published a 512-page book, which fully explains the Passover questions in great
detail, entitled, "The Christian Passoven"

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: FIRST AND SECOND EDITIONS

The initial credit and primary acknowledgement for such a work belong to God
the Father and Jesus Christ. The spirit of inspiration and understanding imparted
throughout the compilation of this work has been personally evident. It is hoped this
same inspiration and understanding will be imparted to you, the reader.

Many people helped and shared in making the production of this book possible.
Without their diligence, kindness and willingness, such an undertaking would have
been beyond my abilities as an individual. Appreciation and love go to my lovely,
dear wife and family, who have cooperated so wonderfully and encouragingly in
sacrificing their time away from me during the last three years, while this book was
in its final stages. I am deeply thankful and indebted to all who have so graciously
helped in making this book a reality. My heartfelt gratitude is extended to all of those
who have helped in so many ways: FrankAloia, BobAnderson, EvelynArnet, Graham
Davies, Heather Deininger, Ron Duskis, Bob Ellsworth, Joyce Fenton, Carl and
Jeannie Franklin, Barbara Griffin, Bill and Helen Halbe, Evelyn Harford, E. Michael
Heiss, David Huyink, Connie Land, John Livingston, Stan and Betty Suchocki and
Marlene Valarde. In addition, many personal friends and acquaintances have given
their encouragement and prayers to make this a success.

Frederick R. Coulter

vi
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THE NEW FEATURES
OF THE THIRD EDITION

This book is the result and accumulation of studies done by the author over the
past forty-one years. As a minister of the gospel for over thirty-six years,_the author
can attesl that questions concerning the life of Jesus Christ have repeatedly troubled
the minds of many who desire to follow the true teachings of the Savior of mankind.
Much of this uncertainty is due to conflicting opinions about Who Jesus Christ was:
Was He a man, an angel in a human body, or the Son of God - God in the flesh?
What was the year of His birth and the length of His ministry? When was He cruci-
fied - on a Wednesday, Thursday or Friday? How long was He in the tomb - a day
and two nights, two days and two nights, or three days and three nights? When was
He resurrected - late on the weekly Sabbath, or early Sunday morning? This book
answers those questions with precise accuracy by presenting pertinent Scriptural
teachings and hiltorical records that fully establish when these events occurred.

The third edition of A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English: the Lift of
Jesus Christ is an entirely new book. Each of the commentaries has been expanded
to give the reader a more detailed understanding of the teachings of Jesus Christ.
Every chart has been updated to precisely reflect the events surrou-nding the birth,
ministry, crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The first and second
editioni showed the year of the birth of Jesus Christ to be 4 BC. However, because of
additional knowledge and understanding of the Scriptural and historical facts, the
time of Jesus'birth has been conclusively established as the fall of 5 BC. This places
the beginning of His ministry in the fall of 26 AD, and the date of His crucifixion in
30 AD. He died on the Passover day, Nisan 14, which was Wednesday, April 5,
30 AD. These corrections to the chronology of Jesus Christ's life have been
confirmed by many historical facts which were not known twenty-five years ago
(See Appendix A, p. 350).

One of the most important new Scriptural understandings that has been discov-
ered since the second edition is that the covenant oath that God made toAbraham, as
recorded in Genesis 15, was a foretype of the crucifixion and death of Jesus Christ.
This covenant oath was given to Abraham during two days, the 14th and l5thdlYs oq
the first month, called Abib, and later Nisan. Nisan 14 is the day that God ordained
for the Passover. On the night of Nisan 14, Jesus kept the Passover with His disciples
and instituted the New Covenant ceremony consisting of the foot washing, partaking
of the bread and wine. On the day portion of Nisan l4,He was crucified and died on
the cross. He was put into the tomb just before sunset ending Nisan 14. Thenight of
Nisan 15 was the first of three nights that Jesus was in the tomb. This was the same
night that Jesus Christ, as the Lord God of the Old Testament, had confirmed His
covenant with Abraham by passing between the parts of the sacrifice. This act was a
maledictory oath, a pledge by the Lord God that He would die to fulfill His promise
to Abraha-. (A detailed account of God's oath and covenant with Abraham is
presented in The Christian Passover written by the author and published by York
Publishing Company.,)

v1l
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In this third edition, the paraphrased translation of the New Testament Greek that
was used in the first and second editions has been replaced with a precise translation
of the Greek text. The author recently completed this translation after twenty-seven
years of continuous study of New Testament Greek. The author's precise translation
(noted as AT) of the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John is used both in the
harmony and for passages cited in the commentaries. Passages cited from other New
Testament books are also the author's translation.

The author has been a student of New Testament Greek since 1974. His original
tutelage.was_ under Dr. Charles V. Dorothy, PhD, of Ambassador College, Fuller
Theological Seminary, and Claremont Graduate School. Although he was th-e author's
mentor in New Testament Greek for many years, the author's tianslation of the New
Testament is solely the responsibility of the author. The author has endeavored to
translate the New Testament Greek as accurately as possible in order to bring out the
rich teachings that God has inspired for us. The author's translation is based on the
Greek text of Stephens, 1550. This is the same Greek text that was used for the
translation of the King James Version in 1611.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: THIRD EDITION

Initial credit and acknowledgment for this book belong to God the Father and
Jesus Christ. Their inspiration and understanding imparted throughout the compila-
tion of this work have been continually evident. It ishy sincere [ope that this same
inspiration and understanding may be imparted to you, the reader. 

-

Appreciation and heartfelt gratitude to my lovely, dear wife, Dolores, who has
cooperated so wonderfully and encouragingly in sacrificing her time away from me
during the writing of this book. I am deeply grateful to Carl and Jean Fianklin for
their dedication in editing the manuscript for final publication. It was a difficult and
tedious task to make such a technical work easy to read. My sincere thanks for the
diligent ryork by Kerry H_agins for the page layout for the third edition. Special
appreciation goes to Jim Sorenson for his detailed research and work in order to
synchronize the ancient historical records which fully establish the vear of the birth
of Jesus Christ and the date of His death.

Special thanks are extended to the members of the Christian Biblical Church of
God for their love, prayers, encouragement and support in making this vital book
possible. Finally, appreciation and thanks are exlended to those faithful Bible
scholars and writers who, in their search for truth down throueh the centuries. have
endeavored to uphold the Word of God.

Fred R. Coulter
First Edition, 1974
Second Edition, 1976
Third Edition, 2001
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WHY THIS THIRD EDITION
WAS PUBLISHEI)

In the twenty-five years since the second edition of A Harmony of the Gospels,in
Modern Engtish: The Life of Jesus Christ was published, the world has dramatically
changed. All societies have been transformed by the increase of knowledge and tech-
nolofy, affecting everyone in the world. Rapid transportation by auto, train, and
airplane has made even the most remote areas of the world accessible to business-
men and tourists. Instant communication through telephone and electronic mail, and
on-the-spot news reporting on radio and television, are at one's finger tip daily. Banking
and business transactions are conducted around the world using computers that are
linked by satellite technology. New inventions and improvements affecting every-
thing in iife are continually superseding the old, and even the relatively new, almost
as fast as they can be manufactured and sold.

Through the increase of knowledge, men now have the ability to genetically alter
the very dreation of God. Modern research has unlocked the genetic structure of
plants and animals. As a result, thousands of plants have been ge_netically engineered,^thereby 

altering the balance of nature that God has created. Significantly, men of
science have also genetically engineered and cloned various animals. And now,
scientists claim thaithey have completely mapped the human genome - the genetic
code of human life. Undoubtedly, they will attempt to clone human life in the near
future, and may have already begun to do so.

Seemingly awesome miracles have been achieved in medicine. Modern medi-
cines and vac-cines have apparently eradicated many diseases. Surgeons can reattach
severed limbs and transpl'ant human and animal organs. There appears to be no end
to the wonders that man can do. As these human achievements increase and abound,
men no longer seem to have need of God or a Savior. Is it any wonder that Jesus
Christ asked, "When the Son of man comes [at His second coming], shall He find the
true faith on the earth?" (Luke 18:8, AZ.)

Most people do not realtze that this tremendous advance in human knowledg^e
and achievements was prophesied thousands of years ago. In the sixth cerytq'y !Q,
the prophet Daniel waslnspired to write of these days. Notice: "Butthou, O Daniel,
shuf up the words, and seal the book, evento the time of the end:rnany shall run to
and fio, and knowledge shall be increased" (Dan. l2:4, KJ'V). Through the centu-
ries from Daniel's time until now, no one has understood the fullness or the magni-
tude of this prophecy. Knowledge is not only increasing, but it is multiplying at-such
arate that if is nearly doubling every six months - and the end is not yet in sight.

Building Tbward One World Government

The rapid growth of technology and communication has broken down political
and linguistic-barriers between nations. Moreover, because of the dominance of
the English-speaking peoples of the world, English is recognized as the universal
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lungy?g.". One can go almost anywhere in the world and find that English is spoken.
In addition, an entirely new language, the language of computers, ha-s been cieated.
It is the common language of industry, science and education. As it was at the
beginning of human history a common language is again uniting mankind.

Over four thousand years ago, when all nations spoke one language, they re-
belled against God at the tower of Babel. They rejected God and His autfiority. As in
our worldloday, they had advlnced scientific knowledge and were capable oidoing
anything they imagined to do. The account is recordedin the book of Genesis: 'And
the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. And it came to pass, as they
journeyed-from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; an^d they dweit
there. And they said one to another, 'Go tb, let us make brick, and burn them thor-
oughly.'Andthey had brick for stone, and slime had they for mortar. And they said,'Go to,let us build us a city andatower, whose top may rbachunto heaven; and let us
make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.'

'And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower. which the children of
men builded. And !h9 LORD said, 'Behold, the people is one, and they have all
one languagel and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be rbstrained
from them, which they have imagined to do. Go to, let us go down, and there
confound their language, that they may not understand one anotlier's speech.' So the
LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth^: and they left
off to build the city. Therefore is the name oTit called Babel; because the LORD did
there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter
them abroad upon the face of all the earth" (Gen. ll:l-9, KJV).

- Ig9uV,- as at the tower of Babel, the world is again becoming "one." We are being
globalized. People of the world are coming together in one grand, monolithic civilil
zation. As the globalization of the world continues, the sovereignty of the nations is
giving way to regional alliances, such as the European Econornic Community.
Trading_a1!1anc99 between North America, Europe, and South America have given
way to.the World Trade O,rganization, an international agency which has been given
authority to formulate rules, settle disputes and promoie thi: smooth flow oflrade
between the nations.

At the same time, the United Nations is growing in power and influence over all
the nations of the world. It is slowly but surely developing into a world government.
In conjunction with the development of the UN as the woild governmeni an interna-
tional criminal court is being organized which will have power to bring individuals
from any country to the bar of world justice, regardless bf ttre laws oI their native
lands. Through all these forces, the modern tower of Babel is being built, which the
book of Revelation identifies as "Babylon the Great" (Rev. 17:5).

OneWorld Religion in the Making

. Th" religious organizations of the world have not been left behind in the global-
ization and unity process. For nearly forty years, since the historic Vatican Il-meet-
ings, the_World Council of Churches, the Roman Catholic Church, and nearly all the
E-u4ing Protestant denominations have been busily working to bring all professing
Christians together. Currently, their dialogue is reaching ouieven to non-ehristiansl
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In recent years, Pope John Paul II and the Dalai Lama,leader of Tibetan Buddhism,
have been working hand in hand to find common ground in their religious beliefs as
well as in other religions.

Few realize that the modern ecumenical movement actually began in 1893 in
Chicago, Illinois, with the first meetings of the World's Parliament of Religions. At
that time, four hundred delegates from many of the world's religions gathered for
their first conclave. One hundred years later, in 1993,3500leaders from nearly every
religion in the world attended the second gathering, called Parliament of the World's
Religions. Their agenda was clearly spelled out, leaving no doubt that they are
working toward the unity of all religions under the umbrella of a new world religion:
"The Parliament, however, has two specific goals: That top religious leaders adopt a
Declaration of Global ethic [to replace the Ten Commandments of God], and that the
delegates set up two ongoing interfaith organizations - a working group in
Chicago and an international network as a kind of religious United Nations"
(Chicago Tribune Magazine, August 29,1993).

In addition to the sweeping efforts of theVatican and various Protestant churches
to bring about full ecumenism, other prominent religious leaders of the world have
been busy. At the behest of the Parliament of the World's Religions, they have adopted
a Declaration of Global Ethic and are developing a framework for a United
Religions organization. As a leading force behind this movement, Episcopalian Bishop
William Swing has initiated the United Religion Initiative 2000. He desires to create
in the Presidio in San Francisco, California, a forum where the world's religious
leaders can meet together. The goal is to unite the world's religions under a global
organization affiliated with the United Nations.

Rising from the midst of this broad ecumenical movement is the worship of the
mother goddess in various forms and guises. In the environmental movement and
modern witchcraft, this goddess is worshiped as Mother Earth, or Gaia. Neo-pagans
worship her as the ancient Egyptian goddess Isis. For centuries, Catholics have
worshiped the virgin Mary as the queen of heaven and mediatrix between men and
God. In recent years there has been a growing movement among the clergy and laity
to declare Mary as co-redemptrix, making her equal with her Son.

In concert with the ecumenical movement, the publication in 1997 of World
Scripture - A Comparative Anthology of Sacred Texts has created a powerful tool to
further the uniting of religions. Notice these excerpts from the introduction: 'A move-
ment for a 'wider ecumenism'has begun, bringing together for dialogue leaders and
scholars from all the world's religions. Theologians of all faiths are affirming the
positive worth of other religions and are seeking to overcome the prejudice of an
earlier time. It is now widely recognized that humanity's search for God, or for the
Ultimate Reality, called by whatever name, is at the root of all religions....Thus the
variety of religions would appear to be a testimony to the relativity of human beliefs
rather than to the existence of the one Absolute Reality which stands behind
all of them" (World Scripture -A Comparative Anthology of Sacred Texts, p.l,
International Religious Foundation, New York).

The effect of this book is to reduce God's existence and His inspired Word to the
realm of human ideas and thoughts. The Holy Scriptures that God inspired to be
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written and preserved for humanity have been downgraded to the same level as the
writings of demon-inspired men. Instead of upholding the Word of God as the one
and only truth, the authors of World Scripture boast that there are many paths of truth
that lead to the 'Absolute Reality." Notice: "The passages from diveise scriptures
affrrm that others who do not share the faith of that scripture are also following the
way of Truth. Thus Hinduism, Jainism, and Buddhism understand the various gods
to be expressions of a single Absolute Reality, and the various paths to lead toone
Supreme God" (Ibid., p.34).

Contrary to the claim that various paths are leading to the one Supreme God, the
result of following the "diverse scriptures" of human wisdom is that people are being
drawn away from the true God, Who sent His Son Jesus Christ into the world to
bring salvation to all nations.

Scholars Dismantle the Four Gospels

In concert with the ecumenical movement, the divine mission of Jesus Christ as
the Savior of mankind has been discredited. The true Christ and Messiah, Who was
God manifest in the flesh, has been relegated to the role of one among many reli-
gious prophets and teachers of wisdom. Two hundred scholars and fellows of the
Jesus Seminar and Westar Institute, located in Santa Rosa. California. have been
searching for the "historical Jesus." They are downgrading the inspiration of the
Scriptures, which clearly proclaim the divinity of Jesus Christ. To them, these writ-
fngs are only the works of men, and Jesus was only a man. They are trying to find the
historical Jesus by critically dissecting the four Gospels:

"The scholarship of the Bible once belonged to the churches. It has now moved
out into secular institutions and functions quite apart from, and in some respects in
opposition to, the denominations. The Fellows of the Jesus Seminar approach the
Bible, the gospels in particular, as a cultural artifact rather than as an ecclesiasti-
cal handbook. We are interested in assessing the import of the Bible, and of the
pioneers and prophets who figure prominently in its story, for the society atlarge,
rather than merely for the churches and their programs" (Funk, Honest to Jesus,
p. 297, emphasis iaOeA).

As stated by Robert W. Funk, the fellows of the Jesus Seminar view the Bible
solely as a "cultural artifact" - not as the inspired Word of God. This view is particu-
larly evident in their statements concerning the four Gospels, which they regard not
as eyewitness accounts of Jesus' life and ministry but as a collection of stories based
on Old Testament prophecies and later Christian legends. The end result of this view
is an outright reje-tion of major portions of the four Gospels, which they maintain
were written at least forty to ninety years after Jesus' ministry and death, and perhaps
thrge hundred years later. They have systematically gone through the four Gospels
and have decided by vote which passages to accept as authentic and which passages
to reject as myth.

Through this process of voting, they have categorized 82-847o of the Gospel
records as partial or complete fiction, and have accepted as authentic, or nearly
authentic, only 167o of the events and 18Vo of the sayings of Jesus as recorded by
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Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. They expressed their opinions by voting with color
codes:

Red: The authentic acts or sayings of Jesus
Pink: A close approximation of what Jesus did or said
Gray: Stories that show minimal historical traces, or probably not what Jesus

said
Black: Stories that are improbable events and sayings, or fictive creations of the

writers

Based on this voting method, the fellows of the Jesus Seminar have concluded
the following concerning the birth and childhood of Jesus: "Jesus was probably born
in Nazareth, his hometown. Later legends that assign his birth to Bethlehem were
invented to satisfy an ancient prophecy.

"Jesus was not born of a virgin; the Fellows doubt that Mary conceived Jesus
without sexual intercourse. Jesus' father was either Joseph or some unknown male
who either seduced or raped the young Mary.

"The world census, the trip to Bethlehem, the star in the East, the astrologers, the
flight to Egypt and return, the massacre of the babies, the shepherds in the fields, the
kinship to John the Baptist are all Christian fictions.

"The birth and childhood stories in Matthew and Luke were the last part of
the gospel tradition to be created. They were not conceived, in all probability,
until toward the close of the first century C.E." (Funk and the Jesus Seminar,The
Acts of Jesus,p.533, emphasis added.)

Because the fellows of the Jesus Seminar do not believe that Jesus Christ was the
Son of God, Who was sacrificed for the sins of the world, they adamantly reject the
Gospel records of His divine begettal and birth of a virgin. They also reject every
record that points to His Messiahship, as demonstrated by their evaluation of the
Gospel of Mark: "Mark opens his gospel with the appearance of John the Baptist in
the wilderness, the baptism of Jesus by John, and return of Jesus to Galilee where he
began preaching. The Seminar colored all or most of these stories red. The account
of Jesus' temptations in the wilderness they colored gray: as reported, these
stories are legendary, although they may reflect some actual experience of Jesus
as he pondered his mission and prepared to enter public life.

"The stories that form the turning point of Mark's plot were all colored black as
projections of the convictions of early believers. Those stories include Peter's
confession (Mark 8:27-30), Jesus'predictions of his death (Mark 8:31-33, 9:30-32,
10:32-34), and the transfiguration (Mark 9:2-8).

"The stories that form the climax of the gospel narrative [referring to the
events before the crucifixionl appear predominantly in black [voted as not true] as
well" (Ibid., p.532, emphasis added).

To the fellows of the Jesus Seminar, Jesus was a Jew of dubious birth who rose to
prominence as a religious figure in Judea at the beginning of the first century.
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Although they acknowledge His death by crucifixion, they reject the Gospel ac-
counts of His betrayal, His judgment and His burial as religious myths, concocted in
the imaginations of early Christians. Notice: "The Fellows believe that the temple
incident, Jesus' arrest, and his execution were all historical events. Something Jesus
said or did against the temple became the occasion for his arrest. The disciples prob-
ably fled when Jesus was arrested. He was turned over to the high priest, who in turn
handed him over to Pilate for judgment. Pilate probably condemned Jesus out of
hand. It is not just the content of the trial but the fact of a trial that lacks histori-
cal foundation. The Fellows concluded that most of the trial narrative was
created fin the imagination of the storyteller] on the basis of Psalm 2.

"Jesus was probably flogged in accordance with Roman practice and then cruci-
fied. However, the narrative depiction of these events has been so heavily
influenced by parallel events in the Jewish scriptures and by prophetic texts,
including the Psalms, that we cannot extract hard information from them. As a
consequence, most of the details are colored black [classified as fiction].

"The assertion that the Romans were innocent of Jesus' death and the Jews
responsible is pure Christian propaganda, in the judgment of the Seminar.

"The conspiracy against Jesus and the role of Judas, as well as Judas him-
self, are probably fictions. The story of Peter's denial is a fiction. The two trials
are fictions; Luke has added a third trial before Herod, which is also a fiction. The
mocking may be a fiction. Simon of Cyrene is a fiction. The burial of Jesus is a
fiction carried out by a fictional character, Joseph of Arimathea" (Ibid.,p.532,
emphasis added).

The fellows of the Jesus Seminar have labeled nearly every event recorded in the
Gospels as fiction. After discrediting the crucifixion accounts, they proceed to pass
judgment on the accounts of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Here is a summary of
their conclusions concerning the resurrection of Jesus and His appearances after-
wards, as recorded in the Gospels and the writings of Paul: "The Fellows of the Jesus
Seminar designated red Paul's claim that Jesus appeared to him, since Paul makes
that claim on his own behalf. They colored the assertion pink that Jesus appeared to
Simon Peter, since Paul's report in 1 Corinthians is a secondhand report. The other
appearances listed in 1 Cor. 15:5-8 the Fellows voted gray or black.

"The empty tomb stories in all the gospels were colored black. The earlier
strata of the gospels contain no appearance stories. The actual resurrection of
Jesus is depicted only in the Gospel of Peter [a Gnostic gospel], and as a fiction that
report merited a black designation. The tale of bribing the guard is likewise a
fiction.

"The Fellows believe Mary of Magdala to have been among the early wit-
nesses [not an eyewitness, but a spokeswoman] to the resurrection, although the
stories in Matthew and John about the appearance to her are fictional. In any
case, Mary was considered a leader in the early movement alongside Peter and Paul.

"On the basis of a close analysis of all the resurrection reports, the Seminar
decided that the resurrection of Jesus was not perceived initially to depend on what
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happened to his body. The body ofJesus probably decayed as do all corpses. The
resurrection of Jesus was not an event that happened on the first Easter Sunday; it
was not an event that could have been captured by a video camera.

"The Seminar concluded that it does not seem necessary for Christians
to believe the literal veracity of any of the later appearance narratives"
(Ibid., p.533, emphasis added).

Alleged Inconsistencies in the Gospels

The fellows of the Jesus Seminar cast further doubt on the veracity of the Gospel
accounts by pointing to differences between the Gospel of John and the Synoptic
Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke. They view these differences as evidence that
the Gospel of John is historically inaccurate. Notice: "The first step is to understand
the diminished role the Gospel of John plays in the search for the Jesus of history.
The two pictures painted by John and the synoptic gospels cannot both be his-
torically accurate. In the synoptic gospels, Jesus speaks in brief, pithy one-liners
and couplets, and in parables. His witticisms are sometimes embedded in a short
dialogue with disciples or opponents. In John, by contrast, Jesus speaks in lengthy
discourses or monologues, or in elaborate dialogues prompted by some deed Jesus
has performed...or by an ambiguous statement...."

"Such speeches as Jesus makes in Matthew, Mark and Luke are composed of
aphorisms and parables strung together like beads on a string. In John, these speeches
form coherent lectures on a specific theme, such as 'light,'Jesus as the way, the truth,
the life, and the vine and the canes. The parables, which are so characteristic of
Jesus in the synoptic tradition, do not appear in John at all.

"The ethical teaching of Jesus in the first three gospels is replaced in John by
lengthy reflections on Jesus' self-affirmations in the form of 'I AM' sayings.

"In sum, there is virtually nothing of the synoptic sage in the Fourth Gospel.
That sage has been displaced by Jesus the revealer who has been sent from God to
reveal who the Father is."

"The differences between the two portraits of Jesus show up in a dramatic
way in the evaluation, by the Jesus Seminar, of the words attributed to Jesus in
the Gospel of John. The Fellows of the Seminar were unable to find a single
saying they could with certainty trace back to the historical Jesus. They did
identify one saying that might have originated with Jesus, but this saying (John 4:44)
has synoptic parallels. There were no parables to consider. The words attributed to
Jesus in the Fourth Gospel are the creation of the evangelist for the most part,
and reflect the developed language of John's Christian community" (Funk,
Hoover, and the Jesus Seminar, The Search for the Authentic Words of Jesus: The
Five Gospels, p. 10, emphasis added).

The fellows of the Jesus Seminar believe that Jesus was only a wisdom teacher
and traveling sage of His time, to Whom many sayings were attributed that were
borrowed from earlier scriptures or stories of the day, and were never actually
spoken by Him. The few sayings that they acknowledge as the "authentic words of
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Jesus" give such an incomplete picture that the Christ of the Gospels is virtually
obliterated. Here is their conclusion: "In addition to these meager facts, we also have
a compendium of teachings consisting of parables, aphorisms, and dialogues, to-
gether with a few dubious anecdotes featuring witticisms told about him by his first
admirers. The authentic words of Jesus can be isolated, to a greater or lesser
degree, from other words borrowed from the old scriptures or common lore
and put on his lips and from words created by the evangelists under the poetic
license exercised by storytellers the world over. The content of this body of
authentic speech material tells a great deal about Jesus, but it does so indirectly.

"Meanwhile, the scattered facts we can muster do not of themselves produce
a Jesus who is the Christ of the Christian faith. The authors of traditional
Christian faith are Peter and Paul" (Ibid., pp. 533-534, emphasis added).

To these scholars. Christianitv is of human orisin onlv and is rooted in mvths and
legends, which were created or borrowed by Jesui' admirers and written in ihe Gos-
pels. They maintain that to interpret the Gospels in a literal manner does not fulfill
the purpose for which they were written, and that their proper place is in the realm of
mythology. Notice: "The Fellows of the Jesus Seminar are profoundly cognizantthat
human beings do not live by the bread of facts alone. We live by our stories - by our
myths, which is only a fancy word for story - and the fictions are supposed to make
sense out of a complex universe of meaning mixed with nonsense. Myths are not true
or untrue; as one Fellow puts it, they are elther living or dead. Literalism in biblical
interpretation in tandem with scientism has helped strangle the myths of the Chris-
tian tradition. Historical criticism like that practiced by the Jesus Seminar is in-
tended to release the gospel stories from their literalistic burden. Exposing them
to historical assessment relocates them in the realm of story and myth, so they
can recover their proper function. When we move them back within that perspec-
tive, perhaps new mythmakers and storytellers will once again find voice to
celebrate the simple yet enduring story of Jesus of Nazareth" (Ibid., p.534,emphasis
added).

A New Version of the Gospels

After rejecting the entire Gospel of John, as well as most records in the synoptic
Gospels, the fellows of the Jesus Seminar have taken upon themselves to produce
their own version of the four Gospels together with a spurious gospel of Gnostic
origin. Their book The Searchfor the Authentic Words of Jesus: The Five Gospels
presents the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John in a new translation, color-
coded according to their rating scheme for fact or fiction. They have taken a further
ignominious step by placing the Gnostic gospel of Thomas alongside the four Gos-
pels, making a total of five "gospels." The gospel of Thomas, written in Coptic, was
discovered in December 1945 along with thirteen other Gnostic codices in Upper
Egypt near the town of Nag Hammadi.

While they admit that the gospel of Thomas is rooted in Gnosticism, the fellows
of the Jesus Seminar justify its addition to the four Gospels by claiming that it was
one of the earlier Christian writings. Notice: "The Gospel of Thomas reflects the
outlook of the gnostic movement in some respects. Jesus, for example, speaks as
the redeemer come from God. He reminds his followers of their forsetfulness and
tells them they are in need of enliehtenment. . ..
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"Thomas is rooted in the Jewish wisdom tradition, such as we find in Psalms and
Proverbs. It is a wisdom gospel made up of the teachings of a sage. But it is moving
off in the direction of gnostic speculation such as we find in later gnostic documents.
In these respects, Thomas represents an early stage in Christian gospel writing
and theologrzing, quite comparable to what we find in the New Testament, espe-
cially in Paul and the Gospel of John" (The Searchfor the Authentic Words of Jesus:
The Five Gospels, p. 501, emphasis added).

Those who understand that the books of the New Testament were inspired by
God know that Gnostic writings such as the gospel of Thomas have no place with the
four Gospels. The true Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John were canonrzed
with the otherbooks of the New Testament and have been proclaimed to the world in
every generation for nearly 2,000 years. God inspired the apostles to write and can-
onize them, and He preserved them as part of His Word. He did not bury them in a
graveyard in Upper Egypt to hide them from public knowledge. The so-called gospel
of Thomas was buried for nearly 1600 years, while the four Gospels have been pub-
lished around the world as a living witness of Jesus Christ, the Son of God and
Savior of the world.

When the apostle John was inspired to write the book of Revelation, the last book
of the New Testament to be canonrzed, he warned of the judgment that awaits those
who presume to add to or take away from the words of God. Notice: "For I jointly
[with the Lord Jesus Christ] testify to everyone hearing the words of the prophecy of
this book, 'If anyone should add to these things, God shall add to him the plagues
that are written in this book [the entire Bible]. And if anyone should take away
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from
the book of life, and from the holy city, and,from those who are written in this
book"' (Rev. 22:18-19, AT).

In taking away from the true Gospels and exalting a spurious gospel, the scholars
of the Jesus Seminar have showed open contempt for the Word of God. They have
denied the salvation of God through Jesus Christ, which is revealed in the four Gos-
pels. In his epistle to the Romans, the apostle Paul declares that those who reject the
salvation of God and suppress the gospel of Christ will reap His wrath: "For I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, because it is the power of God unto salvation to
everyone who believes - both to the Jew first, and to the Greek. For therein the
righteousness of God is revealed from faith unto faith, according as it is written:
'The just shall live by faith.' Indeed, the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
upon all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in
unrighteousness" (Rom. 1 :16-18, AT).

Suppressing the Gospel of Christ

RobertW. Funk and the fellows of the Jesus Seminar suppress the truth by claim-
ing that the Jesus of the Gospels is a myth. They deny the divinity of Jesus Christ and
His role as man's Redeemer and Mediator before God. They view Christianity as an
empty faith, built on stories and legends, which has outlived its meaning and useful-
ness in the modern world of science and technology. Notice: "In the global arena, the
symbolic world that is ingredient to traditional Christianity no longer occupies a
foundational position. As the economic and technological superiority of the West
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fades, the symbols that attend the Christian myth will lose whatever appeal they
once had. Meanwhile, in theWest, the old symbolic universe is on the decline....Those
who cling to the old are having increasing diffrculties in assigning meaning to such
biblical statements as 'he ascended into heaven.'Appeals to an ehdorsing God, to
heaven and hell, to a divine redeemer, to Christ as the sole mediator between
God and humankind, have begun to lose their bite and more frequently fall on
unhearing ears.

"Since that symbolic world is crumbling or has crumbled, the times call for a
wholly secular account of the Christian faith, not just for the sake of its
appeal to the third world but primarily for the sake of those who inhabit the
contemporary, scientifically minded Western world" (Funk, Honest to Jesus,
p. 298, emphasis added).

. As part of his twenty-one theses, Robert W. Funk proposes a new religion that
rejects the sacrifice of Jesus Christ as the means for the atonement of sin. Notice:"We will have to abandon the doctrine of the blood atonement. The atonement in
popular piety is based on mythology that is no longer credible - that God is ap-
peased.by blood sacrifices. Jesus never expressed the view that God was holding
humatty hostage until someone paid the bill. Nor didAmos, Hosea, or other proph--
ets of Israel. In addition, it is the linchpin that holds the divinity of Jesus, his-virgin
birth, the bodily resurrection, and a sinless life together in a unified but naive
package: God required a perfect sacrifice, so only a divine victim would do"
(Ibid., p.312, emphasis added).

It is clear that RobertW. Funk completely rejects Jesus Christ as divine Redeemer
and Savior. He shows his ignorance of the New Testament scriptures by claiming
that Jesus is not qualified to be his Redeemer: 'A true savior incarnate - incarnatb
literally means embodied - a true savior embodied must submit to the same limi-
tations imposed on the rest of us [Jesus did by becoming fully human (John 1:14,
Heb.2:I4; 4:15)1. If Jesus of Nazareth is a savior, it is only because he aspired to
heaven as all mortals do but was sage enough to reject the temptation and accept the
limitations of his finite existence [a total denial of Jesus' divinity (John l:l; 17:5,
11)1. If he arrived via a miraculous birth, knew himself to be the messiah and son of
God, and had foreknowledge that his death would be reversed in a few days, he is
not qualified to function as my redeemer" (Ibid., p. 308, emphasis added).

Robert W. Funk and the fellows of the Jesus Seminar envision a Christianity that
disavows the sacrifice of its Redeemer, the existence of its God, and the inspiration
of its Scriptures. As Lloyd Geering, one fellow of the Jesus Seminar wrote, "For

most of the post-Christian world, the Bible will no longer be regarded as the Word
of God, but it will continue to be of value as an historical testimonv to Judeo-Chris-
tian origins and as an essential resource for the understanding of past western cul-
ture. It will take its place alongside other great religious classics from the various
cultures of the past. Jesus will no longer be hailed as the saviour of the world, or
as a divine figure. He will stand among the great pioneering figures of the past, and
his sayings and parables will continue to inspire those who take the trouble io search
them out.
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"God will no longer be conceived widely as an objective spiritual being - one
who personally hears and answers prayers, and who guides human history from
behind the scenes. God language, if used at all, will be treated as symbolic. Spiritual
practices may take the form of meditation but will not be understood as conversation
with an external personal being. Life in this world will be acknowledged as the
only form of human existence. The expectation of conscious personal existence
beyond death will gradually be abandoned" (The World to Come: From Christian
Past to Global Future, p. 87, emphasis added).

The Propo s e d " Post- Christian" Religious Sy stem

The Christianity that Geering envisions will offer no promise of eternal life through
Jesus Christ. Reduced to the level of all other religions of the world, it will function
only as one choice among countless others for those who seek a belief system to
guide their lives: "So what place does conventional Christianity have, in the post-
Christian era we are now entering? It is no longer a community-held faith which
shapes and motivates society. Instead, in its multiple forms, it is becoming one set of
personal options among numerous others, including New Age religions and secu-
lar ideologies. Together they form a vast religious supermarket to which people
may go when they are looking for a philosophy or way of life, and in which they are
free to choose one tailored to their needs" (Ibid., pp. 86-87, emphasis added).

In this new global religious system that Lloyd Geering envisions, the worship of
Mother Earth will replace the worship of God the Father and Jesus Christ. Notice:
"Some steps towards acknowledging the sacred character of the earth have already
been taken. We no longer restrict the concept of 'sanctuary'to the church building or
temple but are giving it back to the earth, in bird sanctuaries, fish sanctuaries and so
on. The eco-sphere itself is gradually being resanctified. The loving care of Mother
Earth is in many quarters replacing the former sense of obedience to the Heav-
enly Father. In her book The Body of God, theologian Sallie McFague goes further,
suggesting that the combined influence of post-modern science and Christian faith
requires the construction of a new model in which we see the universe as the body
of God [not 

"new" at all, but the ancient philosophy of pantheism]....we will
re-create the appropriate festivals to celebrate the earth's role in our lives. The
new religious rituals will be based not only on our relationship to the natural world,
they will also celebrate everything we have come to value in human existence..."
(Ibid., p. 158, emphasis added).

The value in human existence lies in the fact that each one of us has been made in
the image of God, for the ultimate purpose of sharing His glory and immortality. To
deny the personal existence of the eternal, all-powerful Being Who created mankind
does not celebrate the value of human life but suppresses the knowledge of man's
awesome, God-given potential, and reduces human life to the level of animal life. In
his summary of religion in the global era, Geering makes no mention of man's rela-
tionship to His Creator, but focuses entirely on man's relationship to the natural
world and to the society of his own making. Notice: "What then will this new faith,
the religion of the future, look like? It is far too early to tell, but some broad outlines
can be seen. I suggest that being religious in the global era will be:

. to be devoted to maximising the future for all living creatures whose destiny is
increasingly in our hands
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. to place the needs of the coming global society before those of our own
immediate family, tribe or nation;

. to develop a lifestyle consistent with preserving the balance of the planetary
eco-system on which all living creatures depend;

. to refrain from all activities which endanger the future of all species;

. to set a high value on the total cultural legacy we have received from the past
and which enables us to develop our potential to become human;

. to value the importance of the human relationships which bind us together into
social groups and which enable us to become fully human

. to promote the virtues of love, goodwill and peacefulness" (Ibid., p. 159).

Geering's description of the new religion of the global era is filled with idealistic
thoughts, but the peace and goodwill that he envisions are not possible in a society
that exalts the creation above the Creator, and rejects the knowledge that is revealed
in HisWord. The apostle Paul condemns this misguided worship of the natural world:
"For that which is known of God is manifest among them, because God has mani-
fested ir to them; for the invisible things of Him - both His eternal power and divin-
ity - are perceived from the creation of the world, being understood by the things
which have been made; so that they are without excuse, because after having
known God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful; but they
became vain in their own reasonings, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
While professing themselves to be the wise ones, they became fools, and changed
the glory of the incorruptible God into the likeness of an image of corruptible
man, and of birds, and four-footed creatures, and creeping things. For this cause,
God also abandoned them to uncleanness through the lusts of their hearts, to dis-
grace their own bodies between themselves, who exchanged the truth of God for
the lie; and they worshiped and served the created thing more than the Creator,
Who is blessed into the ages. AMEN" (Rom. 1:19-25, AT).

Rejecting the worship of Jesus Christ and God the Father will not lead to utopia
but to the greatest deception ever to befall mankind. The focus of religion is being
shifted from the spiritual realm to the natural world, from the divine to the physical,
to prepare the world for the coming of a human messiah who will arise from among
the nations. The New Testament reveals that this messiah will be heralded by a great
false prophet, who will perform supernatural signs through the power of Satan
the devil. These signs and wonders will deceive all nations into accepting the false
messiah and worshiping him as God.

Warnings in the New Testament
of the Coming Apostate World Religion

The foundation of this worldwide deception was already being laid in the days of
the apostles. In writing to the believers at Thessalonica, the apostle Paul warned of
the "mystery of lawlessness," which was beginning to infiltrate the churches of God
and draw believers away from the true faith. Paul's words to the Thessalonians show
that Satan was the unseen power behind this insidious movement to comrpt the
churches of God. Paul made it clear that this system would continue until the end
times, when it would rise to great power. Here is Paul's warning: "Now we beseech
you, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering
together to Him, that you be not quickly shaken in mind, nor troubled - neither by
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spirit, nor by word, nor by letter [epistle], as if from us, saying that the day of Christ
is at hand. Do not let anyone deceive you by any meanso because that day will not
come unlesstheapostasy fledbythefalseprophet(Rev. 13:11-18, 16:13 and 19:20)]
has come first, and the man of sin [the antichrist Beast - the coming world dictator
(Rev. 13:1-10, 16:13, I9:20)l has been revealed - the son of perdition, the one
who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God, or all that is
worshiped; so that he comes into the temple of God and sits down as God,
proclaiming that he himself is God.

"Don't you remember that when I was still with you, I told you these things? And
now you understand what is holding him back, in oider that he may be revialed in
his own set time. For the mystery of lawlessness is already working; only there is
one [Jesus Christ] Who is restraining at the present time until it arises otrt of the
midst. And then will the lawless one be revealed (whom the Lord will consume
with the breath of His mouth, and will destroy with the brightness of His com-
ing), even the one whose coming is according to the inner workings of Satan,
with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with every deceit of
unrighteousness in those who are perishing, because they did not receive the
love of the truth, so that they might be saved. And because of this, God will send
upon them a powerful deception that will cause them to believe the lie; so that
all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but who took pleasure in
unrighteousness" (II Thes. 2:1-12, AT).

The developing global religious/political system will be used by Satan to deceive
the entire world (Rev. l2:9). The underlying philosophy of this religious system is
clearly outlined in the World Scriptures, which holds the beliefs and writings of all
religions of the world to be equal with the teachings of Jesus Christ. The words of
Jesus Christ stand in stark contrast to the proclamations of men who claim that there
are "various paths to lead to one Supreme God." Jesus Christ declared that He is the
ONLY WAY to God the Father, the Supreme Sovereign of the universe. Notice what
He said to His disciples: "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes
to the Father except through Me" (John 14:6, AT).

The Only Way to Eternal Life Is Through Jesus Christ

The scriptures of the New Testament make it clear that there is only one way that
leads to eternal life, and that way is through Jesus Christ. In the Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus warned His disciples that false prophets would deceive many into fol-
lowing a false way that leads to death. Notice: "Enter in through the narrow gate;
for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and many are
those who enter through it; for narrow is the gate and difficult is the way that
leads to life, and few are those who find it. But beware of false prophets [whether
religious or secularl, who come to you in sheep's clothing; for within they are
ravening wolves. You shall know them by their fruits" (Matt. 7:13-16, AT).

No religious leader, no prophet, no teacher, no philosopher, can substitute for
Jesus Christ, and no so-called "sacred writing" or "religious myths" can replace the
inspired Word of God. The Old Testament and the New Testament testify to all who
will hear that salvation through Jesus Christ was planned before the creation of the
world. HE ALONE IS "THE WAX THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE." Jesus came to
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earth as the only begotten Son of God. He was the Lord God of the Old Testament
before He came in the flesh. The apostle John makes this truth absolutely clear: "In

the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was tn the beginning with God. A11 things came into being through Him,
and not even one thing that was created came into being without Him. In Him was
life, and the life was the light of men....And the Word became flesh, and taber-
nacled among us (and we beheld His glory the glory as of the only begotten with
the Father), full of grace and truth" (John l:l-4,74, AT).

None of the other religions have a Savior like Jesus Christ. They have all been
founded by prophets and teachers whose writings are believed to enlighten, but they
do not have a Savior Who is the Creator God. Jesus Christ was the only spiritual
leader Who was God manifest in the flesh. The apostle Paul fully underitood this:
'And undeniably, great is the mystery of godliness: "God was manifested in the
flesh, was justified in the Spint, was seen by angels, was proclaimed among the
Gentiles, was believed on inthe world, was received up in glory" (I Tim. 3:16,AT1.
As God in the flesh, Jesus Christ laid down His life to become the Savior of the
world. At His resurrection, He was restored to His former glory and ascended to the
throne of God the Father. Since that time, He has been fulfilling His work of redemp-
tion by purifying each true believer from sin, preparing a people to live forever with
Him when He returns in glory. The words of the apostle Paul to Titus describe the
work of Jesus Christ as God and Savior: "Looking for the blessed hope, and the
appearing of the glory of our Savior and great God, Jesus Christ; Who gave
Himself for us, so that He might redeem us from all lawlessness, and might purify
for Himself a unique people, zealous of good works" (Titus 2:13-14, AT).

All prophets or teachers who claim that there is another savior, or another way to
eternal life, are frauds. God never sent them. Jesus Christ made it clear that all others
who present themselves as "saviors" are thieves and robbers. He alone laid down His
life as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of the world. There is no forgiveness or salva-
tion through any other man or any other way: "Therefore, Jesus again said to them,
'Truly, truly I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. A11 who ever came before Me
are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not hear them. I am the door. If anyone
enters through Me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and shall find pasture.
The thief does not come except to steal and kill and destroy. I have come so that they
may have life, and may have i/ more abundantly. I am the good Shepherd. The good
Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep....I am the good Shepherd, and I know
those who are Mine, and am known of those who are Mine. Just as the Father knows
Me, I also know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. And I have other
sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring those also, and they shall hear My voice;
and there shall be one flock and one Shepherd. On account of this, the Father
loves Me: because I lay down My life, that I may receive it back again. No one
takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have authority to lay it down and
authority to receive it back again. This commandment I received from My
Father' " (John l0:1-l l,14-18, AT).

In his epistle to the Hebrews, the apostle Paul makes it clear that as the Son of
God, Jesus Christ is not only greater than any man, but He is also greater than any of
the angels. Before He became flesh, He shared the same glory and power as God the
Father, but left His glory in order to bring redemption and salvation to mankind.
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Now He again shares the power and glory of the Father: "God, Who spoke to the
fathers in the past at different times and in many ways by the prophets, has in these
last days spoken to us by His Son, Whom He has appointed heir of all things, by
Whom also He made the ages; Who, being the brightness of His glory and the
exact image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His own
power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down atthe right hand of
the Majesty on high; having been made so much greater than any of the angels,
inasmuch as He has inherited a name exceedingly superior to them. For to which
of the angels did He ever say, 'You are My Son; this day have I begotten You'? And
again,'I will be a Father to Him, and He will be a Son to Me'?And again, when He
brought the Firstborn into the world, He says, 'Let all the angels of God worship
Him' " (Heb. I:l-6, AT).

Forgiveness of Sin Comes Only Through Jesus Christ

The words of the apostle Peter to the religious leaders of the Jews make it abso-
lutely clear that salvation from sin and the gift of eternal life come only through the
name of Jesus Christ. After Peter and John healed a man who had been lame from
birth, they were arrested and brought before the chief priests and Pharisees, who
demanded to know by what name or what means the lame man had been healed.
Notice Peter's answer: "Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, 'Rulers

of the people and elders of Israel, if we are examined this day as to a good workdone
to the infirm man, by what power he has been cured, be it known to you all, and to all
the people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarean, Whom you cruci-
fied, but Whom God has raised from the dead, by Him this man stands before you
whole. This is the Stone which has been set at naught by you, the builders, which has
become the Head of the corner. And there is no salvation in any other one, for
neither is there another name under heaven which has been given among men,
by which we must be saved' " (Acts 4:8-12, AT).

The only way to receive forgiveness of sin and salvation is through Jesus Christ,
the only begotten Son of God. Jesus Christ came for the purpose of bringing repen-
tance and remission of sins to light. Notice what the apostles answered the religious
authorities after they were arrested a second time: 'And they brought them in and set
them before the Sanhedrin. And the high priest asked them, saying, 'Did we not
order you by a direct command not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled
Jerusalem with your teaching, with the purpose of bringing this man's blood upon
us.' But Peter and the apostles answered and said, ''We are obligated to obey God
rather than men. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, Whom you killed,
having hanged Him on a tree. Him has God exalted by His right hand to be a
Prince and Savior, to give repentance and remission of sins to Israel' "

(Acts 5:27-31, AT).

No other religion has a Savior Who gave up His immortal existence as God and
took on human flesh in order to die for the sins of mankind. As the Creator God, He
emptied Himself of His power and glory and submitted to the shame and brutality of
death by crucifixion: "...Christ Jesus, Who, existing in the form of God, did not
consider it robbery to be equal with God, but emptied Himselfrand was made in
the likeness of men, and took the form of a servant; and being found in the
manner of man. He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even
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the death of the cross. Wherefore, God has also highly exalted Him and bestowed
upon Him a name which is above every name; that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, of beings in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father"
(Phil. 2:5-II, AT).

The Lordship of Jesus Christ and the salvation of God through His name has no
equal in heaven or on earth. The apostle Paul makes this absolutely clear: "In Whom
we have redemption through His own blood, even the remission of sins; Who is the
image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; because by Him were all
things created, the things in heaven and the things on the earth, the visible and the
invisible, whether they be thrones, or lordships, or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by Him and for Him. And He is before all, and by Him all things
subsist. And He is the Head of the body, the church; Who is the beginning,
firstborn from among the dead, so that in all things He might hold the preemi-
nence. For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, and, hav-
ing made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile all things to
Himself; by Him, whether the things on the earth, or the things in heaven"
(Col. 1:14-20, AT).

Forgiveness of sin and reconciliation with God the Father cannot be granted by
any religious leader on earth. That is the work of Jesus Christ Himself, Who alone
became the sin offering for the world: "For He [God the Father] made Him Who
knew no sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the nghteousness of God in
Him" (II Cor. 5:21, AT).

The forgiveness of sins is granted through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ to all who
truly repent and confess their sins to God the Father. The apostle John shows the
way: "If we confess our own sins [to God the Father through Jesus Christ], He is
faithful and righteous, that He may forgive us our sins, and that He may purify us
from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we are making Him a
liar, and His Word is not in us. My little children,I am writing these things to you so
that you may not sin. And yet, if anyone does sin, we have an Advocate with the
Father - Jesus Christ the Righteous; and He is the propitiation for our sinsl
and not only for our sins, but also for the sins of the whole world" (I John 1:9-10,
2: I -2,  AT).

Forgiveness of sin is imparted by the grace of God through the blood of Jesus
Christ, which is able to cover all sins. No good work, acts of penitence or prayers to
so-called saints can substitute for the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which alone can bring
remission of sins. All the religious practices and traditions of men are worthless.
These works cannot obtain forgiveness or salvation: 'And you, being dead in tres-
passes and sins, in which you once walked according to the course of this present
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now working
within the sons of disobedience; among whom also we all once had our conduct in
the lusts of our flesh, doing the things willed by the flesh and by the mind, and were
by nature the children of wrath, even as the rest of the world. But God, being rich in
mercy, because of His great love with which He Himself loved us, even when
were dead in our trespasses, has made zs alive together with Christ....For by
grace you have been saved through faith; and this does not originate from within
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your own selves; it is the gift of God, not from works, so that no one may boast.
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto the good works that God
has before ordained, that we should walk in them" (Eph. 2:l-10, AT).

The whole purpose of Jesus Christ's coming in the flesh was to sacrifice His life
for the sins of the world, in order that all who believe in Him may receive forgiveness
of sin and the gift of eternal life. The apostle John was inspired to write, "For God so
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, so that everyone who believes in
Him should not perish, but may have everlasting life" (John 3:16, AT).

This third edition has been published to bring the life of the true Jesus Christ of
the Gospels into clear focus, and to provide you with a fuller understanding of what
God has done for the world and for you personally. The most profound event in the
history of the universe and the world was the coming of Jesus Christ, the Creator of
all things, to this earth as a human being. God actually came to the earth and became
flesh and blood. Jesus Christ's life, death and resurrection have had a massive impact
on humanity, even altering the course of history. Whether people have understood or
believed this does not take away from the meaning and magnitude of the life of Jesus
Christ.

Millions of people in the Western world profess to believe in Jesus Christ, but
only a very few truly know Him. This perplexing dilemma has occurred because the
real meaning and purpose of Jesus' life has been misunderstood, obscured and dark-
ened by the very ones who teach Christianity. The simple truths of Scripture have
been glossed over and misinterpreted, and doctrinal facts have been presented as
fallacies. In addition, religious traditions of men have been superimposed upon the
Scriptural record of Jesus' life. These traditions have taken away from the actual
eyewitness accounts that are preserved in the four Gospels.

Many theologians and scholars have no understanding of the historical facts that
were recorded by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, and have interpreted the Gospel
accounts to fit their own traditional beliefs or to reject the true Gospel accounts. As a
result, the Gospels as historical documents have been discounted and rejected as
unreliable and contradictory. Some erroneously teach that the Gospels were not put
into written form for nearly three hundred years after Christ, and therefore have little
or no historical value and must be rejected as myth. However, when we examine
secular histories of the time of Christ, we find that the opposite is true. Other con-
temporary histories verify that the Gospels contain accurate historical records (see
Appendix A). Moreover, the writings of the apostle Paul show that the teachings of
Jesus Christ were written down from the very beginning (II Tim. 3:15, Gal. 3:1).

The Gospel of Matthew was the first Gospel to be written and published. There is
evidence that Matthew's words were being circulated among the believers in the
early months of the New Testament church, with the complete book available only
five years after Jesus Christ's resurrection. Later, but during the lifetimes of the
apostles, the other Gospels were compiled and published. Mark's Gospel was writ-
ten before the apostle Peter's death. Luke wrote his Gospel and the book of Acts
before Paul died. In beginning his Gospel account, Luke states that many accounts of
the teachings of Jesus Christ had already been written. Notice: "Since many have
taken in hand to compile a written narration of the matters which have been fully
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believed among uso as they delivercd them to us, those who from the beginning had
been eyewitnesses and ministers of the Word, it seemed good to me also, having
accurately understood everything from the very first, to write these things in an or-
derly sequence to you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you might know the abso-
lute certainty of the things in which you have been instructed" (Luke I:7-4, AT).

In his account of Jesus Christ's birth and the beginning of His ministry, Luke
includes some specific historical events. These recordi, when compared with-secular
history and the calculations of the Hebrew Calendar, confirm that the Gospels are
historically accurate. Three of the Gospel writers were eyewitnesses of Jesus Christ's
ministry, and the fourth one, Luke, had read their firsthand accounts, which he used
to write his Gospel, under the tutelage of the apostle Paul.

The three synoptic Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke vary in the details that
are included in their respective accounts, but these variations do not indicate a lack
of accuracy or consistency. However, when they are properly understood, these addi-
tional details help to clarify the facts. The Gospel of John, which was the last to be
written, does not contain the same details that are found in the synoptic Gospels.
John was well acquainted with the other three Gospel accounts, but-God did not
inspire him to follow the same pattern in writing his Gospel. Instead, John based his
Gospel on the framework of the Hebrew Calendar. The details that John recorded are
not included in the other Gospels. As a result, the Gospel of John adds significantly
to our understanding of the events at Jesus' last Passover, and enables us to place His
burial and resurrection in their actual historical context.

While the world is searching for the historical Jesus outside the writings
of the Bible, the most accurate historical record of the life of Jesus Christ has been
preserved in the Gospels. This is the source that God has inspired to be written and
preserved for us. The Word of God has withstood the test of time and the determined
attacks of disbelievers.

In our time, as never before, the forces of evil are working together in a final
attempt to destroy all knowledge of the true Jesus Christ. As the woild moves head-
long toward globalization in business and commerce, a New World Order in govern-
me1t, and a polytheistic world religion, a full understanding of the life of Jesui Christ
is absolutely essential. Our personal salvation depends on understanding and living
by the true Jesus Christ, Who is the only Redeemer and Savior of mankind. Without
this-precious.knowledge flgm the Word of God, we may be deceived into believing
the lie that will soon engulf the whole world.

The third edition of A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English: The Lift of
Jesus Christ has been published to make the Scriptural truth of Jesus' life knbwn.
The-simpl.e facts contained in the four Gospels, when understood in their Scriptural
and historical time setting, reveal the dynamic and awesome meaning and purpbse of
Jesus'life. As you read and study this book, it is the author's hope t[at you will find
truth more gratifying and rewarding than tradition or myth. Rernember lhat the Gos-
pel accounts were written that you may believe and have eternal life: "But these have
been written, so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and
that believing, you may have life through His name" (John 20:31, AT).
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The Holy Landfrom Apollo 7 (Mediterranean Sea to left - Dead Sea in right center)
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WHENWAS
JESUS CHRIST BORN?

The date of Jesus Christ's birth has been a topic of controversy for centuries.
Various theories place the year of His birth in a range from 6 BC to 1 AD. As to the
season of the year, most believe that He was born in the winter. Some claim that He
was born in the spring, while others feel that He was born in the fall. Still others are
inclined to shrug their shoulders, declaring that they don't know and that it really
doesn't matter. While some theologians claim that it is not possible to know when
Jesus was born, they readily accept December 25 as the day to celebrate His birth.
They reason that the date or season is not as important as remembering the event.

Although an abundance of Scriptural and historical evidence proves that the tra-
ditional date for the binh of Jesus Christ is erroneous, the majority of professing
Christians still observe December 25 as His birthday. Few realize that the generally
accepted explanations and theories about when Jesui was born are based oi ancient
pagan traditions that predate Jesus Christ's birth by thousands of years. These age-
old customs of pagan origin entered the Christian churches many centuries ago and
are now viewed as an essential part of Christian worship. Most churches today en-
courage their members to freely participate in the popular customs of the Christmas
season.

While supposedly honoring the binh of Jesus Christ, the traditional observance
of Christmas actually distorts the Scriptural story of His birth and ignores the re-
vealed pu{pose of His coming to earth in the flesh. That event is, in fact, the chief
cornerstone and foundation of true Christianitv. The birth of Jesus Christ fulfilled a
number of significant prophecies that are recorded in the Old Testament. A proper
understanding of the true circumstances of His birth can give us deeper insight into
the meaning of His life and the ultimate pulpose of His coming.

The Scriptural and historical facts concerning the birth of Jesus Christ are readily
available to all who are willing to examine them. These records clearly reveal the
year, season and the approximate day of Jesus Christ's birth. In this book, we will
take a close look at these Scriptural and historical facts. We will begin by examining
key events related to the birth of Jesus that are recorded in the New Testament and
are dated by secular history. We will establish their proper chronological order by
coordinating the dates in the Julian Calendar with the corresponding dates in the
Hebrew Calendar. As we continue our study, we will find that the Scriptural and
historical records provide a fixed time line by which we can determine the true date
of Jesus Christ's birth.

JESUS WAS BORN DURING
THE REIGN OF HEROD THE GREAT

The Gospel of Matthew records that the birth of Jesus Christ occurred during the
reign of Herod the Great. When Herod heard that the prophesied king of the Jews
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had been born, he feared that the Jews would begin to revolt against his rule. Notice
Matthew's account: "Now after Jesus had been born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the
days of Herod the king, behold, Magi ftom the east arrived at Jerusalem, saying,'Where is the one Who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the
east, and have come to worship Him.'But after Herod the king heard this,he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him" (Matt. 2:l-3, AT).

Intending to slay the infant king, Herod summoned the scribes and chief priests
to Jerusalem to inquire where the Messiah would be born, according to the prophe-
cies in the Old Testament. Upon learning that Christ was prophesied to be born in
Bethlehem, Herod instructed the Magi to return and inform him when they had found
Him. But God intervened through His angels to prevent Herod from harming the
young Jesus:

'And after hearing the king, they departed; and behold, the star that they had seen
in the east went in front of them. until it came and stood over where the little child
was. And after seeing the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.

'And when they had come into the house, they found the little child with Mary
His mother, and they bowed down and worshiped Him; then they opened their
treasures and presented their gifts to Him, gold and frankincense and myrrh.

"But being divinely instructed in a dream not to return to Herod, they returned
into their own country by another way. Now after they had departed, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise and take the little
child and His mother, and escape into Egypt, and remain there until I shall tell you;
for Herod is about to seek the little child to destroy Him.'And he arose by night and
took the little child and His mother, and went into Egypt, and was there until the
death of Herod..." (Matt. 2:9-15, AT).

Matthew's account of these events indicates that Herod died not long after Jesus
was taken to Egypt. After the death of Herod, Joseph brought Jesus and Mary back
from Egypt to Nazareth, a city in the district of Galilee: "Now when Herod had died,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in Egypt in a dream, saying, 'Arise

and take the little child and His mother, and go into the land of Israel; for those who
were seeking the life of the little child have died.'And he arose and took the little
child and His mother and came into the land of Israel. But when he heard that
Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of Herod his father, he was afraid to go
there; and after being divinely instructed in a dream, he went into the parts of
Galilee. And after arriving, he dwelt in a city called Nazareth..." (Matt. 2:19-23,AT).

This Scriptural record offers conclusive evidence that the birth of Jesus Christ
occurred a short time before the death of Herod the Great. Through the historical
writings of Josephus, we can determine precisely when Herod reigned and when he
died. Josephus reveals the specific year that Herod was crowned king at Rome: "...And

thus did this man receive the kingdom, having obtained it on the hundred and eighty-
fourth olympiad, when Caius Domitius Calvinus was consul the second time and
Caius Asinius Pollio [the first time]" (Josephus , Antiquities of the Jews, 14:14:5).
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An olympiad is four years in length and is reckoned from July to July. The 184th
olympiad extended from July I, 44 BC, to June 30, 40 BC. Records of this period
show that Calvinus and Pollio were consuls in the year 714 AUC (years from the
founding of Rome), which was 40 BC (Finegan, Handbook of Biblical Chronology,
p. 96). Thus we know that Herod became king in 40 BC. While the olympiad was
reckoned from July 1 to June 30, the calendar year for consuls was reckoned from
January I to December 31. Since the 184th olympiad ended on June 30,40 BC, and
the consuls did not take office until January 1 of that year, we know that Herod
was made king sometime during the six-month period from January through June of
40 BC.

Although Herod was crowned at Rome in 40 BC, three years passed before he
conquered Jerusalem and began to reign in that city: "When the rigour of winter was
over, Herod removed his army, and came near to Jerusalem and pitched his camp
hard by the city. Now this was the third year since he had been made king at Rome..."
(Josephus, Ant., 14:15:14).

While Herod launched his attack in the spring, it was not until the summer of that
year that he was able to take the city of Jerusalem. Josephus reveals the specific date
of this event: "...for it was summer time.... This destruction befell the city of Jerusa-
lem when Marcus Agrippa and Canninius Gallus were consuls of Rome, on the hun-
dred eighty and fifth olympiad, on the third month, on the solemnity of the fast..."
(Ibid., 14:16:2,4).

The 185th olympiad extended from July 1, 40 BC, to June 30, 36 BC. Agrippa
and Gallus became consuls in7l7 AUC, which coffesponds to 37 BC. The fast of the
third month that Josephus refers to was the 23rd of Sivan, according to the Hebrew
Calendar, which was June 22 on the Julian Calendar. Herod completed the conquest
of the city of Jerusalem in the summer of 37 BC, and began to reign as king in
Jerusalem at that time.

Josephus provides additional historical records concerning the reign of Herod
that enable us to determine the time of his death: "...he 

[Herod] died...having reigned
since he had procuredAntigonus to be slain, thirty-four years; but since he had been
declared king by the Romans, thirty-seven" (Ibid., 17:8:l). Josephus records else-
where in the same book thatAntigonus was killed shortly after Herod had conquered
Jerusalem (Ibid., 14:16.4).

In linking Antigonus's death with Herod's conquest of Jerusalem in 37 BC,
Josephus confirms that Herod did not reign in Jerusalem until three years after his
coronation at Rome. Consequently, there are two methods of reckoning the reign of
Herod the Great - the Jewish method, which counts thirty-four years from 37 BC,
and the Roman method, which counts thirty-seven years from 40 BC. Since the first
year of his reign is included in the count, both methods of reckoning arrive at 4 BC as
the end of Herod's reign. This date is conclusively established by the records of
history as the year that Herod died.

Josephus's detailed account of Herod's death enables us to further pinpoint the
time of the year. In his account, Josephus records that Herod died after an eclipse of
the moon but before Passover. The lunar eclipses that occurred during this period of
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history have been calculated in the book Solar and Lunar Eclipses of the Ancient
near East by M. Kudler and E. Mickler (published by Neukirchen-Bluyn: Verlas
Butson & Bercker Kevelaer, I97I). Here is a listing of the lunar eclipses:

7 BC - No eclipses
6 BC - No eclipses
5 BC - Total eclipse, March 23, 8:30 PM
5 BC - Total eclipse, September 15, 10:30 PM
4BC - Partial eclipse, March 73,2:20 AM
3 BC - No eclipses
zBC - No eclipses

The first lunar eclipse to occur during this period was a total eclipse on March23
in the year 5 BC. In this year the Passover, Nisan 14, was observed by the Jews on
March 22. Because the Scriptural reckoning of days is from sunset to sunset, the
Passover day extended from sunset March 2l to sunset March 22. Since the total
eclipse that occurred at 8:30 PM on the night of March 23 was after Passover and not
before, this was not the eclipse that Josephus refers to in conjunction with Herod's
death.

The second total eclipse of the moon during this period took place on September
15, 5 BC, which was a significant day by Scriptural reckoning. According to the
Hebrew Calendar, September 15 was the 14th of Tishri (the seventh month). The
moon was totally eclipsed at 10:30 PM that night, which was the beginning of the
15th of Tishri, the first day of the Feast of Tabernacles. Josephus's account of this
period of Jewish history includes a number of events which point to this eclipse as
the one that occurred shortly before the death of Herod. In recounting the final months
of Herod's reign, Josephus gives us an accurate time frame for establishing the date
of Jesus Christ's birth.

HISTORICAL RECORDS OF HEROD'S DEATH
REVEAL THE YEAR OF CHRIST'S BIRTH

Josephus gives us detailed records of the events that took place before the death
and burial of Herod. These events are listed chronologically in the synchronized
Hebrew/Roman calendar on pages 35-36. Events that are not specifically dated by
historical records have been given approximate dates, based on the evidence that is
available in history. This calendar accurately depicts the sequence of events which
took place during ihat time period.

Josephus relates that shortly before his death, Herod sent ambassadors to Rome.
As noted on the synchronized Hebrew/Roman calendar, this action is estimated to
have occurred during the week ending August 26, 5 BC. Sometime during the next
week, a group of zealots stormed the temple and proceeded to chop down the golden
idol that Herod had erected over one of the gates to the temple. Herod learned that
Matthias, the high priest, had incited the zealots to undertake this action in the mis-
taken belief that Herod was dead. Herod punished Matthias by removing him from
the office of high priest and burning him alive, as Josephus relates. In his writings,
Josephus shows that these events took place in the fall of the year and were marked
by an eclipse of the moon. Here is Josephus's detailed account: "He deprived Matthias
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of the high priesthood, as in part an occasion of this action, and made Joazar, who
was Matthias'wife's brother, high priest in his stead. Now it happened, that during
the time of the high priesthood of this Matthias, there was another person made high
priest for a single day, that very day which the Jews observe as a fast day [the day of
Atonement, the 10th day of Tishri, the seventh monthl 'the great day of expiation.'
The occasion was this: Matthias the high priest, on the night before the day when the
fast was to be celebrated, seemed in a dream to have conversation fsexual relations]
with his wife: and because he could not officiate himself on that account, Joseph, the
son of Ellemus, his kinsman, assisted him in that sacred office. But Herod deprived
this Matthias of the high priesthood, and burnt the other Matthias, who had raised the
sedition, with his companions, alive. And that very night there was an eclipse of the
moon" (Ant.,17:.6:4).

This eclipse was obviously an autumnal eclipse, as it occurred in Tishri, the
seventh month of the Hebrew Calendar, which coffesponds to September/October
on the Julian Calendar. As documented in the record of lunar eclipses by Kudler and
Mickler, only one autumnal eclipse occurred during that period of history. This
was the eclipse of September 15, 5 BC, on the evening beginning the Feast of
Tabernacles - the 15th day of Tishri.

Josephus records the decline of Herod's health after this autumnal eclipse and the
state of insanity that preceded his death. Shortly after the Feast of Thbernacles, Herod's
"distemper" increased and he sought the help of the wafin mineral baths at Callirrhoe,
which was located bevond the Jordan River. It has been estimated that he went there
the week ending November 4. There is no record of the exact length of his stay; but
since his funeral procession and burial took place after the winter, he must have
stayed there approximately eight or nine weeks. He then went to Jericho, probably
arriving by January 13. Josephus describes Herod's deplorable mental state at that
time: "...and came again to Jericho, where he grew so choleric, that it brought him to
do all things like a madman; and though he was near his death, he contrived the
following wicked designs" (Ibid., l7:6:5).

Herod commanded the principal men of his government to come to Jericho, in-
tending to have them killed after his death. It is estimated that these men arrived at
Jericho by January 20 to 27 . A few days later, Herod received letters from Rome
brought by the ambassadors he had sent. Although the news was good and seemed to
revive him, he attempted suicide soon afterward. His attempt was not successful, as
he was restrained by Achiabus. In his rage he ordered his son Antipater to be killed,
and he himself died five days later. Josephus records, "When he had done these
things, he died, the fifth day after he had causedAntipater to be slain; having reigned,
since he had procuredAntigonus to be slain, thirty-four years; but since he had been
declared king by the Romans, thirty-seven" (Ibid., 17:8:1).

Herod died thiny-seven years from the time of his coronation at Rome in the
spring of 40 BC. Although his reign began near the end of the 184th olympiad (reck-
oned from July I to June 30), it is included as the first year in Josephus's count.
Based on the records of Josephus and other historical evidence, Herod's death is
estimated to have occurred durine the week endins Februarv 17.4BC.
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After Herod's death, Archelaus succeeded Herod as king. He carried out Herod's
wishes for an extended period of mourning and a long funeral before his burial. The
time needed for these ceremonies was approximately twenty-five days, not counting
Sabbaths. The chronology of these events is laid out step by step on the synchronized
Hebrew/Roman calendar on page 36. As illustrated in this calendar, the funeral
procession finished its journey with the arrival of Herod's body in Jerusalem
during the week ending March 24,4 BC, at which time Archelaus began his rule in
Jerusalem.

The records of Josephus clearly contradict the commonly held theory that the
eclipse of March 73, 4BC, was the eclipse before Herod's death. If Herod had died
after March 13, the extended mourning and funeral procession could not possibly
have been completed by March 24. As Josephus shows, these extended ceremonies
began many weeks before the Passover day and ended with Herod's burial in the
middle of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which followed the Passover. To further
substantiate the time of Herod's burial, Josephus records that at that time Archelaus
slaughtered 3,000 people who had crowded into the temple area to celebrate the
Feast of Unleavened Bread. This slaughter occurred during the week which ended
April 14,4BC, confirming that Herod's burial took place about two months after his
death.

As recorded in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea
during the reign of Herod. After His birth, Jesus was taken to Egypt and remained
there for a period of time before Herod died. Matthew's record of tliese events indi-
cates that the birth of Jesus occurred several months before the death of Herod. Since
Herod's death occurred very early in 4 BC - approximately mid-February - it is
evident that Jesus was born sometime during the preceding year. Thus Herod's death
places Christ's birth in the year 5 BC. The Gospel of Luke provides additional
evidence that enables us to know the specific season of the year in which Christ was
born.

SCRIPTURAL EVIDENCE OF THE
SEASON OF JESUS CHRIST'S BIRTH

In his account of the birth of Jesus Christ, Luke records a major historical event
which took place at that time. Luke writes, "Now it happened in those days that a
decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. (This
registration first occurred when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) Then all went to be
registered, everyone to his own city" (Luke 2:1-3, AT).

The taxation and census decree by CaesarAugustus was carried out according to
the Jewish custom, which required that such taxes be collected after the fall harvest
(See Unger's Bible Dictionary, pp. 199-200). Luke's record of this taxation reveals
that the birth of Jesus took place during the autumn. When we combine Luke's record
with Matthew's account of Herod's death, it is evident that Jesus was born in the fall
of 5 BC.

Luke gives us additional evidence that Jesus was born during the fall harvest
sea,sg! by recording that there were no guest rooms available at the inn when Joseph
and Mary arrived in Bethlehem. The scarcity of room was due not only to the taxa-
tion but also to the festival days which followed the fall harvest. Manv thousands of
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people were already in the Jerusalem area to observe the fall festival season. Bethlehem
was extremely crowded because of its proximity to Jerusalem. Since there was no
room at the inn, Joseph and Mary were forced to lodge in a barn. Jesus was born
there and was laid in a manger.

In addition, Luke makes it clear that Jesus was not born in the month of Decem-
ber by recording that shepherds were tending their flocks in the fields that night
(Luke 2:8). The shepherds in that region of Palestine always brought their flocks out
of the fields before the onset of winter. The flocks were never left to graze in the
pastures during the winter months because the cold weather prevented the grass from
growing. There is much discussion in Bible commentaries for those who desire to
further study these points.

RECORDS OF JOHN'S MINISTRY CONFIRM
CHRIST'S BIRTH IN THE FALL OF 5 BC

In his account of the beginning of John the Baptist's ministry, Luke gives another
historical reference that helps us to verify the date of Jesus Christ's birth: "Now in
the ffiteenth year of the government of Tiberius Caesar. ..the word of God came unto
John, the son of Zachaias, in the wilderness. And he went into all the country around
the Jordan, proclaiming the baptism of repentance for the rcmission of sins" (Luke
3: l -3,  AT).

Luke tells us that John the Baptist began his ministry in the fifteenth year of
Tiberius Caesar. A dispute has existed over which year of Tiberius's reign was reck-
oned by Luke as the fifteenth year because the first two years of Tiberius's reign
were a co-rulership with Augustus. Consequently, there are conflicting opinions as
to whether the Scriptural record includes Tiberius's co-reign or counts from the
beginning of his sole reign.

The dispute is settled when we link Luke's record with other Scriptural and his-
torical records of that time. The reign of Tiberius is firmly established by historical
records of the death of Augustus. Augustus died August 19 in the year that Sextus
Apuleius and Sextus Sillus were consuls. The year of the consuls'rule was 767 AUC,
which was 14 AD. This date is confirmed by the fact that Augustus died 44 years,
lacking 13 days, after the Battle of Actium (Dio's Roman History, Loeb ed., Book
LYI:29-30, vol.'1, pp. 65, 69).

Josephus records that the Battle of Actium took place during the 187th olympiad
in the seventh year of the reign of Herod (Ant., l5:5:l-2; Wars, l:20:3). The 187th
olympiad was the four-year period from July l,32BC, to June 30,28 BC. The Battle
of Actium took place during the second year of the olympiad, which was July 1,
31 BC to June 30, 30 BC. This was the seventh year of Herod's reign by Jewish
reckoning, but the tenth year of his reign by Roman reckoning. Counting forward
44 years from the Battle of Actium, which ended in September,3l BC, we arrive at
14 AD as the year of Augustus's death.

Records of the reign of Augustus reveal that during his final years, "...the consuls
caused a law to be passed...that he lTiberius] should govern the provinces jointly
with Augustus and hold the census with him" (Seutonius, Ed. J.C. Rolfe, LCL,
vol. 1, p.323).
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Tiberius began his co-rulership with Augustus in 12 AD, two years before the
death of Augustus. Counting from this date, we arrive at26 AD as the fifteenth year
of Tiberius and the beginning of John the Baptist's ministry. Other Scriptural and
historical records confirm that John the Baptist began his ministry in the spring of 26
AD and that Jesus began His ministry six months later in the fall of 26 AD.

Major supporting evidence is found in the Gospel of John, which records the
words of the Jews at the time of the first Passover of Christ's ministry. During this
Passover season, the Jews stated that the temple had been forty-six years in building
(John 2:20). We can determine the date of this Passover, and the first year of Christ's
ministry, by counting from the year that the building of the temple began.

Josephus records that the building of the temple was begun during the eighteenth
year of Herod's reign: 'And now Herod, in the eighteenth year of his reign [that is,
the eighteenth in Jerusalem, but the twenty-first year from his coronation in
Romel...undertook a very great work, that is to build of himself the temple of God"
(Ant . ,  15 :1  1 :1 ) .

The eighteenth year of Herod's reign in Jerusalem, which was the first year of
building the temple, was from the summer of 20 BC to the summer of 19 BC. Count-
ing forward, the forty-sixth year of building was from the summer of 26 AD to the
summer of 27 AD. The only Passover that occurred during this period of time was
the Passover of 27 AD. Thus Scriptural and historical records place the first Passover
of Christ's ministry in the spring of 21AD. Since His ministry began in the fall of the
year, we can date its beginning to the autumn of 26 AD.

THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
A KEY TO THE DAY OF JESUS CHRIST'S BIRTH

In the first chapter of the Gospel of Luke, we find a detailed account of the cir-
cumstances and events that preceded the bith of Jesus Christ. In this account, Luke
reveals that the conception of Jesus by the virgin Mary occurred six months after the
conception of John by Mary's cousin Elizabeth, the wife of Zachaias.Zacharras was
a priest of God who served at the temple in Jerusalem.

At the beginning of his account, Luke records, "There was in the days of Herod,
the king of Judea, a certain priest of the course of Abijah, Zacharias by name....And
it came to pass that in fulfilling his priestly service before God in the order of his
course, according to the custom of the priestly service, it fell to him by lot to burn
incense when he entered into the temple of the Lord" (Luke I:5,8-9, AT).

Notice thatZachanas was executing his priestly duties according to the order and
course of Abijah. This information is most helpful in establishing the time frame of
Luke's account. In ancient Israel, King David divided the duties of the priests into
twenty-four working courses, or shifts (I Chron. 24:7-19). Each course or shift was
assigned to work one full week, from noon Sabbath to noon Sabbath (Thlmud, Sukkah).
The Old Testament records the exact rotation and time order of the priestly courses,
which continued down to New Testament times. Zachartas was of the course of
Abijah, which was the eighth course or shift in the series of yearly assignments for
the priesthood.
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Josephus, the noted Jewish historian, was a priest of the first course or shift.
Josephus confirms that the priestly courses established by King David were still
functioning in New Testament times. He records, "He 

[King David] divided them
also into courses...and he found [or established] of these priests, twenty-four
courses...and he ordained that one course should minister to God eight days, from
sabbath to sabbath...and this partition hath remained to this day" (Ant.,7:14:7).This
record confirms that the courses of priests remained in effect down to the time of
Zachaias and the birth of Jesus Christ. These courses undoubtedly continued until
the temple was destroyed in 70 AD.

The Talmud reveals that the first priestly course, or shift, began in the first full
week of the first month of the Hebrew Calendar. The second course worked the
second week. This rotation continued on a week-by-week basis through all twenty-
four courses. Each priestly course served a one-week shift twice each year. In addi-
tion, all courses were required to work during the three weeks in the year that coincided
with the three festival seasons: Passover. Pentecost. and Tabernacles. Thus all the
priests shared equally in the priestly responsibilities for the entire year.

We know that the angel Gabriel delivered the promise of John's birth while
Zacharias was serving in his priestly course in the temple. The Gospel of Luke re-
veals that John was born six months before Jesus (Luke 1:35-36). Our examination
of both the Scriptural and historical records has established that Jesus was born in
the fall of 5 BC. Accordingly, John the Baptist was born in the spring of 5 BC and
was conceived nine months earlier in the summer of 6 BC. Knowing the year that
John was conceived enables us to determine the exact period of time thatZachanas
was serving in the temple.

In the year 6 BC, the first day of the first month (the month of Nisan according to
the Hebrew Calendar) was a weekly Sabbath. According to calculations synchroniz-
ing the Hebrew Calendar and the Julian Calendar, this Sabbath was March 20. Pro-
jecting forward, the assignments course by course, or week by week, were: Course
1, the first week; Course 2,the second week; all courses for the Passover and Feast of
Unleavened Bread, the third week; Course 3, the fourth week; Course 4, the fifth
week; Course 5, the sixth week; Course 6, the seventh week; Course 7 , the eighth
week; Course 8, the ninth week; and all courses the tenth week, which was the week
of Pentecost. (See the synchronized HebredRoman calendar on page 33.)

Because Zachanas was of the course of Abijah, the eighth course, he was as-
signed the ninth and tenth weeks from the beginning of the year. These weeks of
service were counted from noon Sabbath to noon Sabbath. The ninth week was from
Iyar 27 through Sivan 5, which corresponds to May 15 through May 22 on the Julian
Calendar. The tenth week, Sivan 5 through Sivan 12, or May 22 through May 29,
was the week of Pentecost. Sometime during these two weeks, the angel Gabriel
appeared to Zacharias in the temple and prophesied the birth of John.

Although the exact time of Gabriel's appearance is not recorded, it is reasonable
to conclude that Gabriel delivered this message from God on the day of Pentecost.
The announcement thatZacharias's wife Elizabeth would bear a son came during the
two weeks in which Zacharias served at the temple, and the day of Pentecost oc-
curred on Sivan 6, in the middle of the two-week period. Since John the Baptist's
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birth was a major fulfillment of prophecy, it is appropriate that God would send
Gabriel on a holy day to announce the promise of his conception toZachaias. Luke
records the angel Gabriel's message to Zachaias as he was in the temple offering
incense: 'According to the custom of the priestly service, it fell to him by lot to burn
incense when he entered into the temple of the Lord. And all the multitude of the
people outside were praying at the hour of the burning o/incense. Then an angel of
theLord appeared to him, standing atthe right side of the altar of incense. And when
he saw the angel,Zacharras was troubled, and fear fell upon him.

"But the angel said to him, 'Fear not, Zachaias, because your supplication has
been heard; and your wife Elizabeth shall bear a son to you, and you shall call his
name John. And he shall be a joy and exultation to you; and many shall rejoice at his
birth. For he shall be great before the Lord. And he shall not drink wine and strong
drink in any form, but he shall be filled with the Holy Spirit even from his mother's
womb. And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to theLord their God. And he
shall go before Him in the spiit and power of Elijah, to turn thehearts of the fathers
to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord' " (Luke 1:9-17, AT).

Because Zachanas did not believe God's promise, Gabriel pronounced a sign
from God. Zachanas would become mute and unable to speak until the child was
born and given the name John, which God had chosen (Luke l:13, 19-20). After
completing his service at the temple, Zachanas returned to his house, and John was
conceived in the following days: "Now it came to pass that when the days of his
service were fulfilled, he departed to his house. And after those days, Elizabeth his
wife conceived, but hid herself for fle months..."(Luke l:23-24, AT).

The Gospel account indicates that Elizabeth became pregnant shortly after
Zachnias returned home. Since he returned on May 29, it is reasonable to assume
that she became pregnant between May 30 and June 12 (Sivan 13-26) in the year
6 BC. This estimated time allows a two-week conception period.

Luke was inspired to record that Elizabeth was in the sixth month of her preg-
nancy when the virgin Mary was miraculously impregnated through the power of the
Holy Spirit and conceived Jesus: "Now behold, Elizabeth your kinswoman has also
conceived a son in her old age; and this is the sixth month for her who was called
barren" (Luke l:36, AT). Based on the estimated time of conception, the sixth month
of Elizabeth's pregnancy was November/December by Roman reckoning.

Luke gives additional details which indicate that Mary become pregnant in the
last two weeks of Elizabeth's sixth month. Mary was told by the angel Gabriel that
Elizabeth was already in the sixth month of her pregnancy. Mary then visitedEliza-
beth and stayed with her almost three months (Luke l:39-40,56). Soon after Mary
left, Elizabeth reached her full term of nine months, and John was born sometime
between Adar 19 and Nisan 3, or February 27 and March 11, in 5 BC.

As illustrated by the synchronized HebrewlRoman calendar on page 34, Mary's
probable conception period coincides with the last two weeks of Elizabeth's sixth
month. That two-week period was Keslev 17-30, or November 28-December 11.
Projecting forward nine months from the estimated time of Mary's conception,
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we arrive at the two-week period during which Christ was probably born. This
two-week time period was Elul 24-Tishri 8, or August 27-September 1. As the
synchronized Hebrew/Roman calendar shows, the Feast of Trumpets was the
middle day of this two-week period on page 35.

Many passages in the Bible show that the Feast of Trumpets pictures the second
coming of Jesus Christ. The Day of the Lord and the angelic trumpets in the book of
Revelation clearly project this symbolism and meaning. Is it not reasonable to con-
clude that God also chose the Feast of Trumpets as the day of Jesus Christ's birth?
The apostle Paul reveals that the prophesied birth of Jesus was fulfilled at a set time.
Paul wrote, "But when the fulfillment of the time came, God sent forth His own Son,
born of a woman..." (Gal. 4:4, AT). While the Gospels do not reveal the specific day,
the birth of Jesus Christ on the Feast of Trumpets would be in harmony with God's
great plan as portrayed through His annual holy days.

Although the Scriptures do not record the exact date of His birth, the Biblical and
historical evidence makes it abundantly clear that Jesus Christ was not born in the
middle of winter, or any time during winter or spring. All the evidence clearly points
to the two-week period around the Feast of Trumpets, in the fall of 5 BC, as the time
of the birth of Jesus Christ. Professing Christians today need to open their eyes to
this truth and forsake their misguided belief that Jesus was born on the 25th of
December. The truth of Scripture is that the observance of Christmas neither honors
Jesus Christ nor commemorates His birth. The traditional festivities that are observed
each year at Christmas time are a pelpetuation of ancient pagan customs that no true
Christian should practice (Deut. 12'29-32, Jer. 10:1-8). These traditions, like other
religious traditions of this world, are promoting a form of worship that is neither
pleasing nor acceptable to God (Mark 7:6-9).Anyone who observes December 25 as
the birthday of Jesus Christ is not honoring God the Father and Jesus Christ but is
worshiping Them in vain.

Winter in the Holy Land, Jerusalem after a snowstorm in January

32



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus Christ

The Calculated Hebrew Calendar
With the Julian Calendar

This synchronized calculated Hebrew/Julian calendar illustrates the time period
from March 6 BC to April 4 BC. The sequence of Scriptural, historical and astro-
nomical events depicted in this calendar reveals the actual year, season, and the most
likely day, of Jesus Christ's birth. (See Appendix A for 

"A Synchronized Chart of
Historical and Scriptural Records that Establish the Year of Christ's Birth,"
pp.350-354.)

6 B.C.
N/SAN

MARCH APRIL
S  M  T  W  T  F S A B

1st Course begins - noon Sabbath

1 st Course works - 2nd Course begins
noon Sabbath

2nd Course works - All courses begin at
Passover

All work - 3rd Course begins noon
Sabbath

3rd Course works - 4th Course begins
noon Sabbath
*l4th - Passover
I 5th-2lst - Feast of Unleavened Bread

4th Course works - 5th Course begins
noon Sabbath

5th Course works - 6th Course begins
noon Sabbath
6th Course works - 7th Course begins
noon Sabbath

7th Course works - 8th Course begins
noon Sabbath

8th Course works

8th Course works - All courses begin at
noon Sabbath

9th Course begins noon Sabbath
Zacharias leaves

Elizabeth's probable two-week
conception period ends
*6th - Day of Pentecost (probably day
that Gabriel appeared to Zachnrias)

6 B.C.
TAMMUZ

JUNE JULY
S  M  T  W  T  F S A B

17 18 19
1 2 3

20 21 22 23 24 25 26
4 5 6 7 8 9 1 0
2 7 2 8 2 9 3 0  1  2  3
i l 1 2 1 3 t 4 1 5 1 6 1 7
4 5 6 7 8 9 1 0
18 19 20 2t 22 23 24

1 1  t 2  1 3  t 4  1 5
25 26 27 28 29

End of lst month of Elizabeth's
pregnancy

20
I

2r 22 23 24 2s 26 27
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
2 8 2 9 3 0 3 t  |  2  3
9 l0 11 12 13 *14 15

4 5 6 7 8 9 1 0
16 17 18 t9 20 21 22

l L 1 2 1 3 1 4 1 5 1 6 1 7
23 24 25 26 27 28 29

18
30

6 B.C.
IYAR

APRIL MAY
S  M  T  W  T  F S A B

t9 20 2t 22 23 24
1 2 3 4 5 6

2 5 2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9 3 0 1
7 8 9 t 0 t l 1 2 1 3
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
14 15 16 17 18 19 20

9 1 0 t l 1 2 1 3 t 4 1 5
21 22 23 24 25 26 27

t6  11
28 29

6 B.C.
SIUAN

MAY JUNE
S  M  T  W  T  F S A B

t8 19 20 21 22
1 2  3  4  J

*23 24 25 26 27 28 29
* 6 7 8 9 1 0 i l t 2

3 0 3 1  1  2  3  4  5
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
6 1 8 9 1 0 1 1 1 2

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

13 14  15  16
27 28 29 30

6 B.C.
AB

JULY AUGUST
S  M  T  W  T  F S A B

16 l7
1 2

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
3 4 s 6 7 8 9
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
t0 11 12 13 14 15 16

t 2 3 4 5 6 7
17 18 19 20 2t 22 23

8 9 1 0 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 4
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

6 B.C.
ELUL

AUGUST SEPTEMBER
S  M  T  W  T  F S A B

End of 2nd month of Elizabeth's
pregnancy

End of 3rd month of Elizabeth's
pregnancy

15 16  17  r8  19  20  21
1 2 3 4 s 6 7

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8 9 1 0 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 4
2 9 3 0 3 t  t  2  3  4
t5 16 17 18 19 20 21

5  6  7  8  9  1 0  1 1
22 23 24 2s 26 27 28
I L
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6 B.C.
TISHRI

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER
S  M  T  W  T  F S A B

13 14 15  16  17  18
r 2 3 4 5 6

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
7 8 9 r 0 i l 1 2 1 3
2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9 3 0 1  2
14 *15 16 t7 18 19 20
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
l 0  1 1  1 2
28 29 30

1 st of Tishri - Feast of Trumpets

10th ofTishri - Day ofAtonement

End of 4th month of Elizabeth's
pregnancy
*l5th-2Ist - Feast ofTabernacles
22nd - Inst Great Day

5 B.C.
SHEBAT

JANUARY FEBRUARY
S  M  T  W  T  F S A B

1 0  1 1  1 2  1 3  1 4  1 5
1 2 3 4 5 6

16 17 18 t9 20 21 22
7 8 9 1 0 1 1 1 2 t 3
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
14 15 16 17 18 t9 20
3 0 3 1  |  2  3  4  5
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
6 7  8
28 29 30

5 B.C.
ADAR

FEBRUARY MARCH
S  M  T  W  T  F S A B

End of 2nd month of Mary's pregnancy

End of 8th month of Elizabeth's
pregnancy

End of 3rd month of Mary's pregnancy

End of 9th month of Elizabeth's
pregnancy - John the Baptist bom.

6 B.C.
HESHUAN

OCTOBER NOVEMBER
S  M  T  W  T  F S A B

t3  14  15  16
1 2 3 4

17 l8 19 20 21 22 23
s  6  7  8  9  10  11
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
3 1  1 2 3 4 s 6
t9 20 21 22 23 24 25
7  8  9  l 0  1 1
26 27 28 29 30

End of 5th month of Elizabeth's
pregnancy

9  1 0 1 1 1 2
1 2 3 4

13 14  15  16  17  18  19
5 6  7  8  9  10  11
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
2 7 2 8 2 9  1  2  3  4
19 20 2t 22 23 24 25
5 6 7 8
26 27 28 29

6 B.C.
KISLEV

NOVEMBER DECEMBER
S  M  T  W  T  F S A B

1 2  1 3
I 2

14 15 16 I7 18 19 20
3 4 s 6 7 8 9
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
I0 1I 12 13 14 15 16
2 8 2 9 3 0  1  2  3  4
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
5  6  7  8  9  1 0  1 1
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

The angel Gabriel is sent to the virgin
Mary. The power of the Holy Spirit
overshadows her and she is impregnated
Then Mary visits Elizabeth.

End of 6th month of Elizabeth's
pregnancy

5 B.C.
N1S,4N

5 B.C.
IYAR

MAY
T  W  T  F S A B

8
I

9 i 0 1 1 1 2 1 3 t 4 1 5
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
9 10 II  t2 13 *14 15
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
t6 t7 t8 19 20 2t 22
3 0  1 2 3 4 5 6
23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Total eclipse on March 23 at 8:30 p.m.

End of 4th month of Mary's pregnancy
*14th - Passover,
15th-21st - Feast of Unleavened Bread

MARCH APRIL
S  M  T  W  T  F S A B

9  1 0  1 1
1 2 3

12 t3  14  15  16  17  18
4  5  6  7  8  9 1 0
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
11 12 13 *14 15 t6 17
2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9 3 0 3 1 1
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
2 3 4 5 6 7
25 26 27 28 29 30

6 8 . C . / 5 8 . C .
TEBETH

DECEMBER JANUARY
S  M  T  W  T  F S A B

12 13 t4  15  16  17  18
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
8 9 1 0 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 4
2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9 3 0 3 t 1
t5 16 17 t8 19 20 21
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
22 23 24 2s 26 27 28
I
29

End of lst month of Mary's pregnancy

End of 7th month of Elizabeth's
pregnancy

APRIL
S M

34

End of 5th month of Mary's pregnancy
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5 B.C.
SIVAN

MAY JUNE
S  M  T  W  T  F S A B

7 8 9 1 0 1 1 t 2 1 3
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
* 8 9 1 0 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 4

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
t5 16 t7 18 19 20 2t
2 8 2 9 3 0 3 t  1  2  3
22 23 24 2s 26 27 28

4 5
29 30

5 B.C.
TAMMUZ

5 B.C.
ELUL

AUGUST SEPTEMBER
S  M  T  W  T  F S A B

End of 6th month of Mary's pregnancy

xDoy of Pentecost

End of 7th month of Mary's pregnancy

End of 8th month of Mary's pregnancy

Probable two-week period for the
birth of Jesus besins

5 B.C.
TISHRI

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER
S  M  T  W  T  F S A B

2
*I

1
30

5 B.C.
HESHUAN

OCTOBER
S  M  T  W  T  F S A B

2 3 4 5 6 7
t 2 3 4 5 6

8  9  r 0 r r 1 2 t 3 t 4
7 8 9 1 0 1 1 1 2 1 3

15 16 17 l8 19 20 2l
t4 t5 16 17 18 19 20

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
21 22 23 24 25 26 27

29 30 3l
28 29 30

End of 9th month of Mary's pregnancy;
The Feast of Trumpets ( 1 st of Tishri) is
the middle day of the probable two-week
oeriod for the birth of Jesus.

**Probable day of Jesus' circumcision

*lst - Feast of Trumpets,
I0th - Day of Atonement,
l5th-2lst - Feast ofThbernacles,
22nd - l"ast Great Day.

Wise men arrive and meet with Herod.

Probable two-week oeriod for the
presentation and blessing of Jesus at the
temple. Wise men find Jesus and present
their gifts. Joseph, Mary and Jesus escape
into Egypt.

Herod orders the slaughter of all male
children two years and younger.

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
2  3  4  5  6  7 * * 8

i0  l1  12  13  14  15  16
9 x10 11 12 13 t4 *15

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
16 17 18 19 20 21 22

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
23 24 25 26 27 28 29

JUNE JULY
S  M  T  W  T  F S A B

6 7  8  9 1 0
1 2 3 4 5

11 12  13  14  15  16  17
6 7 8 9 1 0 1 1 1 2
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
t3 14 15 16 17 18 19

2 5 2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9 3 0 1
20 21 22 23 24 25 26

2 3 4
27 28 29

5 B.C.
AB

JULY AUGUST
S  M  T  W  T  F S A B

5 6 7 8
1 2 3 4

9 1 0 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 4 1 5
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Herod orders principal men to
come to Jericho.

Herod locks up principal men in
Hyppodrome

Letters come from Rome. Herod attempts
suicide. Antipater is killed.

Herod dies. Principal men released from
Hyppodrome.

Herod's funeral preparations and 7 days
of mouming in Jericho.

Archelaus become king. Herod's funeral
procession begins.

Funeral procession slowly heads from
Jericho to Jerusalem.

Herod's body arrives at Herodium in
Bethlehem via Jerusalem.

Archelaus begins reign in Jerusalem.
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Revolt by Jews over the lack of
mouming for Mathias, the high priest
who was bumed to death by Herod on
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Revolt grows as thousands of Jews anive for
Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

Archelaus orders the slaughter of 3,000 in
the middle of the Feast of Unleavened
Bread. Herod's burial takes place
*l4th - Passoyer,
l5th-21st - Feast of Unleayened Bread

Outskirts of Bethlehem
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PART I

FROM JESUS' PRE-EXISTENCE AS
GOD TO THE FIRST PASSOVER

OF HIS MINISTRY IN 27 AD

1. JESUS CHRIST'S PRE.EXISTENCE AS CREATOR GOD
OF ALL THINGS AND THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL

JOHN 1

l.In the beginning" was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2.He was in thebegrnning with God.
3. All things came into being through Him, and not even one thing that was created came
into being without Him.
4. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
5. And the light shines in the darkness, but the darkness does not comprehend it.

a - G e n .  l : l

2. LUI{E'S PREFACE AND DECLARATION

LUKE 1

l. Since many have taken in hand to compile awritten narration of the matters which have
been fully believed among us,
2. As they delivered them to us, those who from the beginning had been eyewitnesses and
ministers of the Word.
3. It seemed good to me also, having accurately understood everything from the very first,
to write these things in an orderly sequence to you, most excellent Theophilus,
4. So that you might know the sbsolute certainty of the things in which you have been
instructed.

3. THE CONCEPTION OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

LUKE 1

5. There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest of the course of Abijah',
Zacharias by name; and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was
Elizabeth.
6. Now they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the command-
ments and ordinances of the Lord.
7. But they did not have a child, as Elizabeth was barren; and both were well advanced in
age.
8. And it came to pass that rn fulfilling his priestly service before God in the order of his
course,
9. According to the custom of the priestly service, it fell to him by lot to burn incense when
he entered into the temple of the Lord.
10. And all the multituile of the people outside were praying at the hour of the burning of
incense.
l l .Thenanangel of the Lordappearedtohim,standing atthe rightsideof thealtarof
lncense.
12. And when he saw the angel,Zacharias was troubled, and fear fell upon him.

a- IChron.24:10
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13. But the angel said to him, "Fear not, Zachaias, because your supplication has been
hgard; and your wife Elizabeth shall bear a son to you, and you shall catt tris name John.
14. And he shall be a joy and exultation to you; and many shall rejoice at his birth.
15. For he shall be great bgfore the Lord. And he shall not drink wine and strong drink in
any formb. but he sliall be filled with the Holy Spirit even from his mother's worib.
16. And many of the children of Israel shall he iurn to the Lord their God.
17. And he shall go before Him in the spiit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of tlie righteous, to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord"."
18. Then Zachaias said to the angel, "By what means shall I know this? For I am an old
man, and my wife is advanced in vears."
l^9. $nd tle-angel answered and iaid to him, "f am Gabriel, who stand in the presence of
God, and I was sent to speak to you, and to announce this good news to you.
20.But-behold, you shall be silent and unable to speak until the day in wtrictr these things
shall take place, because you did not believe my words, which shall be fulfilled in their
time."
21.Now the people were expectingZacharias, and they were wondering whyhe was taking
such a long time in the temple.
22.Bttt when he came out, he was not able to speak to them. Then they perceived that he
had seen a vision in the temple; for he was making signs to them, but hi: remained mute.
23. Now it came to pass that when the days of his service were fulfilled, he departed to his
house.
24. And after those days, Elizabeth his wife conceived, but hid herself for five months,
saying,
25 . "The Lord has intervened for me in this, at the time in which He looked upon me to take
away my reproach among men."

b * Num. 6:l-21; Judg. 13:4-5; I  Sam. l :11 c - Mal. 3: l ;4:5-6

: ; '  i

*.s"H

An-Karem, Traditional Birth Place of John the Baptist
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4. THE ANGEL GABRIEL ANNOUNCES THE MIRACULOUS CONCEPTION
OF JESUS CHRIST TO THE VIRGIN MARY

LUKE 1

26. And in the sixth month of her pregnancy, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of
Galilee, named Nazareth,
27 . To a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph , of the lineage of David; and the
name of the virgin was N4ary.
28. And after coming to her, the angel said, "Hail, you who are highly favored! The Lord is
with you;blessed are you among women."
29. But when she saw-him, she 'ias greatly perplexed at his message, and was considering
what kind of salutation this might be.
30. Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, because you have found grace with
God;
31. And behold, you shall conceive inyour womb and give birth to a son; and you shall call
His name Jesusu.
32.Heshallbe great,andshallbecalledtheSon of the Highest; andthe LordGodshallgive
Him the throne of David, His forefatherb;
33. And He shall reign over the house of Jacob into the ages, and of His kingdom there shall
be no end"'
34. But Mary said to the angel, "How shall this be, since I have not had sexual relations with
a man?"
35. And the angel answered and said to her, "TheHoly Spirit shall come upon you, and the
power of the Highest shall overshadow you; and for this reason, the Holy One being
begotten in you shall be called the Son of God.
36. Now behold, Elizabeth your kinswoman has also conceived a son in her old age; and
this is the sixth month for her who rras called barren.
37. For with God nothing shall be impossible."
38. And Mary said, "Behold the handmaid of the Lord; may it be done to me according to
your word." And the angel departed from her.

a- lsa.7; I4 b -  I I  Sam. 7:12- l l  c  -  Isa.  9:6-7;Psa.132: l l :Jer23:5-6

5. AFTER THE HOLY CONCEPTION OF JESUS CHRIST
THE VIRGIN MARY LEAVES TO VISIT HER COUSIN ELIZABETH,

WHO IS SIX MONTHS PREGNANT WITH JOHN THE BAPTIST

LUKE 1

39. And Mary rose up in those days and went into the hill country with haste, to a city of
Judah,
40. And entered the house of Zachaias and greeted Elizabeth.
41. Now it came to pass that whenElizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the babe leaped in her
womb; andElizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit,
42. And she cried out with a loud voice and said, "Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the fruit of your womb.
43. But why is this htippening to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?
44. For behold, as soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the babe in my womb
leaped in exultation.
45-And blessed is she who has believed, for there shall be a fulfillment of the things spoken
to her from the Lord."
46. Then Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord,
47. And my spirit has exulted in God my Savior.
48. For He has looked upon the humble estate of His handmaid; for behold, from this time
forward all generations shall count me blessed,u

a -  I  Sam. 1: l  l ;  Psa.  128:6
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49. Because the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name;b
50. And His mercy is toward those who fear Him, from generation to generation."
51. He has worked strength with His arm; He has scattered the haughty in the imagination
of their hearts.d
52.He has put down rulers from thrones, and has exalted thelowly.'
53. He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich He has sent away empty.r
54.He has helped His servant Israel, in remembering Flis mercy,g
55. Exactly as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed forever."
56. And Mary dwelt with her about three months, and returned to her house.

b - Psa. 99:3; l l l :9 c - Ex. 20:6; Psa. 103: l7 d - I Sam. 2:4; Psa. 89:10
e -Psa .  113 :7 ; Job  5 : l l ' , 12 :19 ; ISam.2 :7  f  - I  Sam.2 :5 ;Psa . lO7 :9  g -Gen .  l 7 :7 ; I sa .4 l : 8 -9

6. THE VIRGIN MARY IS THREE MONTHS PREGNANT -
AN ANGEL TELLS JOSEPH TO ACCEPT MARY AS HIS WIFE

MATTHEW 1

18. And the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: Now His mother Mary had been betrothed
to Joseph; butbefore they came together, she was found to be with child of theHoly Spirit.
19. And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man, and not willing to expose her publicly,
was planning to divorce her secretly.
20. But as he pondered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary to be your wife, be-
cause that which has been begotten in her is from the Holy Spirit.
21. And she shall give birth to a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus; for He shall save
His people from their sins."
22. Now all this came to pass, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord
through the prophets, saying,
23. "Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall give birth to a son, and they shall call
His name Emmanuel"; which is, being interpreted, "6od with us."u
24. And after Joseph had risen from his sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord had com-
manded, and took his wife to wed;
25.Btrt he did not have sexual relations withher unttl after she had given birth to her Son,
the firstborn; and he called His name Jesus.

a-Isa.7:14

7. THE BIRTH AND PROPHECIES OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

LUKE 1

57. Now Elizabeth's time was fulfilled that she should give birth, and she bore a son.
58. And her neighbors and kinfolk heard thatthe Lord hld magnified His mercy toward her,
and they rejoiced with her.
59. And it came to pass on the eighth day^ that they came to circumcise the little child; and
they were calling himZachanas, after the name of his father.
60. Then his mother answered and said, "No! But he shall be named John."
61. And they said to her, "There is no one among your kinfolk who is called by this name."
62.Then they made signs to his father as to whathe desired him to be named.
63. And after signaling for a writing tablet, he wrote, saying, "John is his name." And they
were all amazed.
64. Then his mouth was immediately opened, and his tongue was loosed; and he spoke,
praising God.
65. And fear came upon all those who dwelt around them; and in the entire hill country of
Judea, all these things were being talked about.

a- Gen. 17:lO-14:Lev. l2:3
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66. And all who heard these things Iaid them up in their hearts, saying, "What then will this
little child be?" And thehand of the Lord was with him.
67 . AndZachaias his father was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying,
68. "Blessedbe the Lord, the God of Israel, because He has visited and has worked redemp-
tion for His people,b
69. And has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of His servant David;'
70. Exactly as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets since the world began;
7 1 . Salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all those who hate us;d
72.To fulfill the promise of mercy made to our fathers, and to remember His holy covenant,"
73. The oath that He swore to Abraham our father; to grant us that,
74. Being saved from the hand of our enemies, we might serve Him without fear,
75. Walking in holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our lives.
76. And you, little child, shall be called rhe prophet of the Highest; for you shall go before
the face of the Lord, to prepare His ways;r
77 . To gle the knowledge of salvation to His people by the remission of their sins,
78. Throughthe deep inner compassions of our God; in which the daysping from on high
has visited us,
79.To shineuponthosewhoaresittingindarknessandin theshadow of death,todirectour
feet into the way of peace."e
80. And the little child grew and was strengthened in spirit; and he was in the deserts until
the day of his appearing to Israel.

b - Psa. 72:18; l l l :9 c - I  Sam. 2:10; Psa. 18:2 d - Psa. l8:3; 106:10
e -  Gen.  l7 :7;Lev.26:42;Psa.  lO5:8 f  -  Mal .  3 : l ;  Isa.  40:3 g -  Isa.  8:22;9:2

8. THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST
LUKE 2

1. Now it happened in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered.
2. (This registration first occurred when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)
3. Then all went to be registered, everyone to his own city.
4. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city o/Nazareth, into Judea,to the city
of David which is called Bethlehem, because he was from the house and lineage of David;
5. To register himself along with Mary, who was betrothed to him as wife, aid was great
with child.
6. And it came to pass that dtingthe time they were there, the days were fulfilled for her to
sive birth.
7. anA she gave birth to her Son, the frrstborn, and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and
laid Him in the manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
8. Now there were shepherds in the same country, who were dwelling in the fields and
keeping watch over their flock by night;
9.Andsuddenlyanangel of the Lordstoodbythem, andthegloryof the Lordshinedround
about them; and they were seized with greatfear
10. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I am announcing to you glad
tidings of greatjoy, which shall be to all people;
1 1. For today, in the city of David, a Savior was born to you, Who is Christ the Lord.
12. Now this is the sign for you: you shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying
in a manger."
13. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God,
and saying,
14. "GIory to God rn the highest, and peace on earth among men o/goodwill."
15. And it came to pass, as the angels were departing from them into heaven, that the shep-
herds said to one another,"Let us go now as far as Bethlehem, and let us see this thing that
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us."
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16. And they made haste, and came and found both Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in
the manger.
17. Now after seeing Hlm, they made known everywhere the proclamation that they had
been told concerning this little child.
18. And all those who heard were filled with wonder by the things that were spoken to them
by the shepherds.
!!. But Mary stored up all these sayings, pondering them in her heart.
J0. A1d the shepherds returned, glorifying and prai-sing God for all the things that they had
heard and seen, as it was said to them.

9. JESUS' CIRCUMCISION AND PRESENTATION
AT THE TEMPLE

LUKE 2

21,. Now when eight days were fulfilled for circumcising the little child," His name was
called Jesus, which He was named by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.
22. And when the days were fulfilled for their purification according to the law of Moses,
they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord;
23. As it is written inthe law of theLord, that every male opening the womb shall be called
holy to the Lord;b
24. And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord: a pair of
turtledoves or two young pigeons.

a - Gen. 17:12:.Lev. l2:3 b - Ex. 13:2

10. THE BLESSING AND PROPHECY OF SIMEON

LUKE 2

25. And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was
righteous and reverent, waiting for the consolation of Israel; and the Holy Spirit was upon
him.
26. Now it had been divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see
death before he had seen the Christ of the Lord.
27. And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the little
child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law,
28. He also received Him into his afrns, and blessed God, and said,
??._No*You may let your servant depart in peace, O Master, according toYour word;
30. For my eyes have seen Your salvation,u
31. Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples;
??. A light for the revelation of the Gentiles and the glory of Your people Israel.o'b
3-3. And Joseph and His mother wondered at the things that were b-eing spoken concerning
Him.
34. Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary, His mother, "Behold, this child is set for
t!9 fall and rising up of many in Israel, and for a sign that shall be spoken against,
35. (And you also, a sword shall go through your own soul) in order that the imaginations of
many hearts may be revealed."

a- Isa.  52:10 b- Isa.  42:6:49:6

42



A Hqrmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Life of Jesus Christ

11. THE LEGAL GENEALOGY
OF JESUS CHRIST

JOSEPH'S LINEAGE*

MATTHEW 1

l. The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ,
the son of David, the son of Abraham.
2. Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob;
and Jacob begat Judah and his brethren;
3. And Judah begat Phares andZnaof Thamar;
and Phares begat Esrom; and Esrom begat
Aram;
4. And Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab
begat Naasson; ind Naasson begat Salmon;
5. And Salmon beeat Boaz of Rachab: and Boaz
begat Obed of Ru"th: and Obed begat Jesse;
6. And Jesse begat David the king. And David
the king begat Solomon of the one who had
been wifu of Urias;
7. And Solomon begat Roboam; and Roboam
begat Abia; and Abia begat Asa;
8. And Asa begat Josaphat; and Josaphat begat
Joram; and Joram begat Ozias;
9. And Ozias begat Joatham; and Joatham begat
Achaz; and Achaz begat Ezekias;
10. And Ezekias begat Manasses; and Manasses
begat Amon; and Amon begat Josias;
11. And Josias begat Jechonias and his breth-
ren at the time of the carrying away to Babylon.
12. And after the captivity in Babylon,
Jechonias begat Salathiel; and Salathiel begat
Zorobabe|,
13. And Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud
begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor;
14. And Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat
Achim; and Achim begat Eliud;
15. And Eliud begat Eleazar; andBleazar begat
Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob; and Jacob
begat Joseph the husband of Mary, from whom
was born Jesus, Who is called Christ.
17. So then, all the generations from Abraham
to David were fourteen generations; and from
David until the carrying away to Babylon, four-
teen generations; and from the carrying away
to Babylon to the Christ, fourteen generations.

* I  Chron.  l :34 l .  2 : l -15:  3: l -19

12. THE PHYSICAL GENEALOGY
OF JESUS CHRIST

MARY'S LINEAGE*

LUKE 3

23. AndJesus Himself began to be abotrtthirty
yearc old, being, as was supposed, the son of
Joseph, the son-in-law of Eli,
24.The son of Matthat,the sonofLevi, the son
of Melchi, the sonof Janna, the sonof Joseph,
25.The sonofMattathias, the sonof Amos,The
son of Naoum, the son of Esli, the son of
Naggai,
26. The son of Maath, the son of Mattathias,
the son of Semei, the son of Joseph, the son of
Juda,
27. The son of Joannes, the son of Rhesa, rfte
son of Zorobabel, the son of Salathiel, the son
of Neri.
28.The son of Melchi,the son ofAddi,the son
of Cosam, the son of Elmodam,the sonofBr,
29.The son of Joses.the son of Eliezer. the son
of Joreim, the son of Matthat,the son of Levi,
30 . The son of Sim eon. the son of Juda . the son
of Joseph, the sonof Jonan, the sonof Eliakim,
31. The son of Meleas, the son of Menna, the
sonofMattatha, the son of Nathan, the sonof
David,
32, The son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son
of Booz, the sonof Salmon, the sonof Naasson,
33. The son of Aminadab, the son of Aram, the
son of Esrom,the son of Phares,the sonof Juda,
34.The sonof Jacob. the son of Isaac. the son
ofAbraham,the sonofTerah, the sonof Nachor,
35. The son of Saruch, the son of Fiagal, the
son of Phalek, the son of Eber, the son of Sala,
36. The son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad,
the son of Sem, the son of Noe, the son of
Lamech,
37. The son of Mathusala, the son of Enoch,
the son of Jared, the sonof Maleleel,the sonof
Cainan,
38.The son of Enos,the son of Seth, the sonof
Adam, the son of God.

xI Chron. | : | -4, 24-28; 2: | - | 5 : 3 : I 7 ; Ruth 4: 18-22

*It is. the general consensus of opir]ion among most scholars that the two apparently differing genealogies in
Matthew I and Luke 3 are very easily reconciled. The one given in Matthew is the legal genealogy. Thebne in
Luke is the bloodline from the physical inheritance through Mary his mother. Thereiore it sh-ould read as
follows: "Now Jesus Himself beg4Lto be about thirty yeari old, b-eing, as was supposed, the son of Joseph,
who was the son-in-law of Eli . . ." The physical geneaiogy to Mary comes from David through David's s^on,
Nathan, not Solomon (Luke 3:31).
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13. THE BLESSING OF ANNA

LAKE2
36. Now there was Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher; she
was of a great age, having lived with a husband seven years from her virginity;
37. And she was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did not depart from the temple,
serving day and night with fastings and supplications.
38. And at the same time she came up, giving praise to the Lord; and she spoke concerning
Him to all those who were waiting for redemption in Jerusalem.

14. THE VISIT OF THE WISE MEN FROM THE EAST

MATTHEW 2

l. Now after Jesus had been born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of Herod the king,
behold, Magi from the east arrived at Jerusalem,
2. Saying, "Where is the one Who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in
the east,u and have come to worship Him."
3. But after Herod the king heard this,he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.
4. And after gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Christ should be born.
5. Then they said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it has been written by the prophet:
6. And you, Bethlehem, land of Judea, in no way are you least among the princes of Judea;
for out of you shall come forth a Prince, Who shall shepherd My people Israel.' "b

7. Then Herod secretly calledfor the Magi and asceftained from them the exact time of the
appearing of the star.
8. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the little child; and
when you have found Him,bingword back to me, so that I also may go and worship Him."
9. And after hearing the king, they departed; and behold, the star that they had seen in the
east went in front of them, until it came and stood over where the little child was.
10. And after seeing the star, they rejoicedwith exceedingly great joy.

a - Num. 24:17 b - Mic. 5:2

15. AFTER OFFERING GIFTS TO JESUS,
THE WISE MEN RETURN A DIFFERENT WAY

MATTHEW 2
11. And when they had come into the house, they found the little child with Mary His
mother, and they bowed down and worshiped Him; then they opened their treasuris and
presented their gifts to Him, gold and frankincense and myrrh.
12. But being divinely instructed in a dream not to return to Herod, they returned into their
own country by another way.
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16. THE ESCAPE INTO EGYPT

MATTHEW 2
13. Now after they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream, saying, 'Arise and take the little child and His mother, and escape into Egypt, and
remain there until I shall tell you; for Herod is about to seek the little child to destroy Him."
14. And he arose by night an-d took the little child and His mother, and went into Egypt,
15. And was there until the death of Herod; that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by
the Lord through the prophet, saying, "Out of Egypt I have called My Son."u

a - H o s .  1 1 : l

17. THE SLAUGHTER OF CHILDREN BY HEROD

MATTHEW 2

16. Then Herod, seeing that he had been mocked by the Magi, was filled with rage; and he
sent and put to death all the boys who were in Bethlehem and in the area all around, from
two years old and under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the Magi.
17. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying,
18. 'A voice was heard in Rama, lamentation and weeping and great mourning, Rachel
weepingfor her children; and she would not be comforted, because they were not."o

a -Je r .31 :15

18. JOSEPH AND EAMILY LEAVE EGYPT AND RETURN TO NAZARETH

MATTHEW 2

19. Now when Herod had died, behold, an an-
gel of theLord appeared to Joseph in Egypt in
a dream,
20. Saying, 'Arise and take the little child and
His mother, and go rnto the land of Israel; for
those who were seeking the life of the little child
have died."
21. And he arose and took the little child and
His mother, and came into the land of Israel.
22. Blt when he heard that Archelaus was reign-
ing over Judea instead of Herod his father, he
was afraid to go there; and after being divinely
instructed in a dream, he went into the parts of
Galilee.
23. And after arriving, he dwelt in a city called
Nazareth; that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the propf,ets, "He shall be called a
Nazarean."

Nazareth today

LUKE2

39. Now when they had completed all things
according to the law of theLord, they returned
to Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth.
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19. THE CHILDHOOD AND GROWTH OF JESUS CHRIST

LAKE2

40. And the little child grew and became strong in spirit, being filled with wisdom; andthe
grace of God was upon Him.
41. Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the Passover.u
42. And when He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom
of the feast.
43. But when they departed after completing the days, the child Jesus remained behind, and
Joseph and His mother did not know il;
44.Bat supposing Him to be in the company, they went a day's journey, and looked for Him
among the relatives and among the acquaintances.
+!.414 when they did not findllim, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him.
46. Now it came io pass that after three days they found Him in the teriple, sitting in the
midst of the teachers, both hearing them and questioning them.
47. And all those who were listening to Him were amazed at His understanding and His
answers.
48. But when_theysaw Him, they were astonished; and His mother said to Him, "Son, why
have you dealt with us in this manner? Look, Your father and I have been very distressed
while searching for You."
49. And He said to them, "Why is it that you were looking for Me? Don't you realize that I
must be about Mv Father's business?"
l0.E.ut they did not understand the words that He spoke to them.
51. Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and He was subject to them. But
His mother kept all these things in her heart.
52. And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.

a - Ex. 12:3-14: 23:14-17 : Deut. l6: 1-8

20. THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
AS A MESSENGER TO PREPARE THE WAY FOR THE LORI)

JOHN 1

6. There was a man
sent by God, whose
name was John.
7. He came for a wit-
ness, that he might
testify concerning the
light, so that through
him all might believe.
8.  He was not  the
light, but camethathe
might testify concern-
ing the light.
9. The true light was
that which enlightens
everyone who comes
into the world.
10.  He was in  the
world, and the world
came in to being
through Him, but the
world did not know
Him.

LUKE 3

l. Now rnthe fifteenth
year of the govern-
ment of Tiberius
Caesar, when Pontius
Pilate was governor of
Judea, and Herod was
tetrarch of Galilee,
and Philip his brother
was tetrarch of Iturea
a n d  t h e  r e s i o n
of  Trachoni t is ,  and
Lysanias was tetrarch
of Abilene,

MATTHEW 3

l. Now in those davs
John the Baptist came
preaching in  the
wilderness of Judea,
2. And saying, "Re-

pent, for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand."
3. For this is he who
was spoken of  by
Isaiah the prophet,
saying, "The voice of
one crying in the wil-
derness, 'Prepare the
way of the Lord, make
straight His paths.' "

4. Now John himself
wore a garment of
camel's hair, and a
leatherbelt aroundhis
waist; and his food
was locusts and wild
honey.

MARK 1

l. The beginning of
the gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Son of
God;
2. As it is written in
the prophets: "Behold,

I send My messenger
beforeYourface, who
shall  prepare Your
way beforeYou.
3. The voice of one
crying in the wilder-
ness, 'Prepare the way
of the Lord, make
straight His paths.'"
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JOHN 1

11.  He came to His
own, and His own did
not receive Him;
12. But as many as re-
ceived Him, to them
He gave authority to
become the children
of God, even to those
who believe in His
name;
13. Who were not be-
gotten by bloodlines,
nor by the wlll of the
flesh. nor bv the wlll
of man: butbtt thewill
of God.
14. And the Word be-
came flesh, and taber-
nacled among us (and
we beheld His glory
the glory as of the
only begotten with the
Father), full of grace
and truth.
15. John testified con-
cerning Him, and pro-
claimed, saying, "This

was He of Whom I
said, 'He Who comes
after me has prece-
dence over me, be-
cause He ex is ted
before me."'
16. And of His full-
ness we have all re-
ceived, and grace
upon grace.
17. For the Law was
given through Moses;
but the grace and the
truth came through
Jesus Christ.
18. No one has seen
God at anv time: the
only  Degot ten Son.
Who is in the bosom
of the Father, He has
declared Him.

LUKE 3

2. In the time of the
priesthood of Annas
and Caiaphas,  the
word of God came
unto John, the son of
Zacharias, in the wil-
derness.
3. Andhe went into all
the country aroundthe
Jordan, proclaiming
the bapttsm of repen-
tance for the remis-
sion of sins;
4. As it is written in
thebookof the words
of the prophet Isaiah,
saying, "The voice of
one crying in the wil-
derness, 'Prepare the
way of the Lord;make
straight His paths.'
5. Every valley shall
be filled, and every
mountain and hi l l
shall  be made low;
and the crooked
places shall be made
into a straight path,
and the rough places
into smooth ways;
6. And all flesh shall
see the salvation of
God."u

a - Isa. 40:3-5
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21. JOHN'S RECORD - HE WAS NOT THE CHRIST

JOHN 1

19. And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem
to ask him, "Who are you?"
20. Then hefreely admitted, and did not deny, but declared, "I am not the Christ."
4. A"9 they asked him, "Then who are you? Are you Elijah?" And he said, "I am not."
Then they asked,'Are you the Prophet?" And he answered,-"No."
Z2.Therefore, they said to him, "Who are_you? What do you say about yourself, so that we
may give an answer to those who sent us?"
13.He said, "I am auotce crying in the wilderness, 'Make straight the way of the Lord,'as
Isaiah the prophet said."u
24. Now those who had been sent belonqedto the sect of the Pharisees.
2j. And they asked him, saying to himl"Why then are you baptizing, if you are not the
Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?"
26. John answered them, saying, "Ibaptize with water; but there is one Who stands among
you Whom you do not know.
27 . He it is Who comes after me, but Who has precedence over me; of Whom I am not
worthy to loose the thong of His sandal,"

a - Isa. 40:3

22. JOHN'S BAPTISM TO REPENTANCE, AND WARNING TO THOSE
WHO WANTED TO BE BAPTIZED WITHOUT REPENTING

MATTHEW 3

5. Then went out tohim those
fromJerusalem, and all Judea,
and all the country around the
Jordan,
6. And were baptized by him
in the Jordan, confessing their
sins.
7. But after seeing many of the
Pharisees and Sadducees com-
ing to his baptism, he said to
them, "You brood of vipers,
who has forewarned vou to flee
from the coming wr-ath?
8. Therefore, produce fruits
worthy of repentance;
9. And do not think to sav
within yourselves, 'We hav-e
Abrahampr ourfather'; for I
tell you that God is able from
these stones to raise up chil-
dren to Abraham.
10. But already the axe is strik-
ing at the roots of the trees;
therefore, every tree that is not
producing good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fre.

MARK 1

4. John came baptizing in the
wilderness, and preaching the
baptism of repentance for the
remission of sins.
5. And allthose of the country
of Judea went out, and thos-e
of Jerusalem, and were all bap-
tized by him in the Jordan
River, confessing their sins.
6. Now John was clothed with
camel's hair and wore aleather
belt around his waist, and he
ate locusts and wild honey.
7. And he preached, saying,"The one Who is comins after
me ls mightierthan I, of Whom
I am not worthy to stoop
down to loose the thong of His
sandals.
8. I have indeed baptized you
with water; but He shall bap-
tize you wtththe Holy Spirit."

LUKE 3

7. For this reason, he said to
the multitudes who were com-
ing out to be baptized by him,"You offspring of vipers, who
has forewarned vou to flee
from the comins wrath?
8. Therefore, bring forth fruits
worthy of repentance; and do
not begin to say to yourselves,
'We have Abrahamfor ourfa-
ther,' because I tell you that
God has the power to raise up
children to Abraham from
these stones.
9. But the axe is already being
laid to the roots of the trees.
Therefore. every tree that is not
producing good fruit is cut
down and is cast into the fte."
10. And the multitudes asked
him, saying, "What then shall
we do?"
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MATTHEW 3

11. I indeed baptize you with
water unto repentance; but the
one Who is coming after me is
mightier than I, of Whom I am
not fit to carry His sandals; He
shall baptize you with the Holy
Spirit, and with fire;
12. Whose winnowing shovel
is in His hand, and He will
thoroughly purge His floor, and
will gather His wheat into the
granary; but the chaff He will
burn up with unquenchable
frfe." The "Nahr Et Leddan" - One

of Four Sources ofJordan

LUKE 3

11. And he answered and said
to them, "The one who has two
coats, let him give to the one
who has none: and the one who
has food, let him do the same."
12. Now the tax collectors also
came to be baptized, and they
saidtohim, "Master, what shall
we do?"
13. And he said to them, "Ex-

act nothing beyond that which
is appointed to you."
14. Then those who were sol-
diers also asked him, saying,'And we, what shall we do?"
And he said to them, "Do not
oppress or falsely accuse any-
one, and be satisfied with your
wages."
15. But as the people were

filled with expectation, and
they were all reasoning in their
hearts about John, whether or
not he might be the Christ,
16. John answered all of them,
saying, "I indeed baptize you
with water; but He is coming
Who is mightier than I, of
Whom I am not fit to loose the
thons of His sandals. He shall
baptize you with the Holy
Spirit, and with fire;
17. Whose fan is in His hand,
and He will thoroughly purge
His floor, and will gather the
wheat into His granary; but
the chaff He will burn with
unquenchable fire."
18. And with many other
exhortations he preached the
gospel to the people.

Jordan River
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THE FOUR PASSOVER SEASONS

THE BASIC FRAMEWORK FOR JESUS CHRIST'S
THREE.AND.ONE.HALF-YEAR MINISTRY

.By recording Jesus'observance of the Passover and the feasts of God, the Gospel
writers enable us to know the exact timing of His ministry. During the lifetime of
Jesus Christ, all the feasts of God in the Hebrew Calendai were calculated bv the
same method that is in use today. This method was used by the priests and Leviies as
early_a,s the sixth century BC for proclaiming the holy days ofcod. Therefore, it is
possible_ to know the exact dates of the feasts and holy days during the lifetime of
Jesus Christ. In this book, when the dates in the Hebrew Calendar are used, the
conesponding dates in the Julian Calendar are also given.

^ In th-e G^ospel accounts, we find more references to the Passover than to any other
feast. The four Passover seasons that are recorded by the Gospel writers give us
the basic framework for Jesus Christ's three-and-one-half-yeir ministry,".hi.h
culminated in His death in 30 AD. He died on the Passover dav. Nisan 14. which
conesponds to April 5 on the Julian Calendar.

Jesus Christ always observed the Passover on Nisan 14. The first Passover of His
ministry took place in 27 AD. In that year, Nisan 14 fell on Wednesday, April 9.
Since the days of the Hebrew Calendar are reckoned from sunset to sunsei Niian 14
began when the sun set on Tuesday, April 8. The observance of this Passover is
recorded in John 2:13 and23.

The second Passover of Jesus' ministry is not recorded in the Gospel accounts.
However, we do find a reference to the Feast of Unleavened Bread which followed
that Passover. The Gospel of Luke directly refers to the last day of this feast, which
was an annual Sabbath. Notice Luke's account: "Now it came to pass on the
sgco.n$ Sabbath after the first that He was walking through the grain fields; and His
disc-iples_wery plucking the ears and were eating, after rubbing themintheir hands"
(Luke 6:1, AT).

As the account 9hows, the disciples were plucking the ears of grain before the
kernels had matured and become hard, indicating that the time settinE was the spring
of the year. The Greek text provides additional information to verify that this 6venl
occurred during the spring festival season, which included the Passover and the Feast
of Unleavened Bread. In the Greek text, the term 8eotsporlporog is used by Luke.
This term, which is translated "the second Sabbath after the firsi" literally means"the second-first Sabbath," or "the second Sabbath of the first rank or order." The
term 8eut€polrpotog lpecifically refers to annual Sabbaths, which always take pre-
cedence over the weekly Sabbath. Luke's use of this term reveals that Jesus and the
disciples were going through the grain fields on the second annual Sabbath of that
year, the last day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which occurred on Nisan 21, or
Monday,^{pril 5, in28 AD. Luke's reference to this holy day is the only Gospel
record of the second Passover/Unleavened Bread season durinl Jesus' ministrv. 

^
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The third Passover season of Jesus' ministry is recorded in the Gospel of John.
The reference that we find in John 6:4 relates to events that took place shortly before
the Passover, which occurred on Nisan 14, or Saturday, April 16, 29 AD.

The fourth Passover of Jesus'ministry, which was His last Passover, occurred on
Nisan 14, or Wednesday, April 5, 30 AD. A11 the Gospel writers recorded the events
of the fourth and last Passover in great detail.

When we compare the four Gospel accounts, we find that Matthew and Mark
recorded onlv the last Passover. Luke recorded the second Passover season as well as
the fourth an-d last Passover. John recorded the first and third Passovers in addition to
the last Passover, omitting only the second Passover from his Gospel. John, who
wrote the last of the Gospel accounts, recorded the Passover seasons not found in the
other accounts. He did not need to include the second Passover/Unleavened Bread
season because Luke had recorded it in his account.

Together, the Gospel accounts give us the four Passover seasons that form the
framework for the ministry of Jesus Christ.

The Wilderness of Judea
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23. CHRIST'S BAPTISM AT 30 YEARS OF AGE BY JOHN THE BAPTIST IN THE
JORDAN RIVER AT BETHABARA NEAR THE SEA OF GALILEE

MATTHEW 3
13. Then Jesus came
from Galilee to the
Jordan to John, to be
baptized by him.
14. But John tried to
prevent Him, saying,"I have need to be
baptized by You, and
do You come to me?"
15.  Then Jesus an-
swered and said to
him, "You must per-
mit it at this time; for
in this manner it is fit-
ting for us to fulfill all
righteousness." Then
he permitted Him ro
be baptized.
16. And after He was
baptized, Jesus came
up immediately out of
the water; and behold,
the heavens were
opened to him, and he
saw the Spirit of God
descending as a dove,
and coming upon
Him;
17 .  And  beho ld ,  a
voice from heaven
said, "This is My Son,
the Beloved, inWhom
I have great delight."u

MARK 1
9. And it came to pass
in those days that
Jesus came from
Nazareth of Galilee,
and was baptized by
John in the Jordan.
10. And immediatelv.
as He was coming up
out of the water, he
saw the heavens open,
and the Spir i t  de-
scending upon Him
like a dove.
11. And a voice came
from heaven, saying,"You are Mv Son. the
Beloved, in Whom I
have great delight."'

LUKE 3
21. Now it came to
pass after all the
people were baptized,
and Jesus was bap-
tized and was praying.
that the heaven was
opened,
22. And the Holy
Spirit descended upoir
Him in a bodilv form
like a dove; anil there
came a voice from
heaven, saying, "You

are My beloved Son;
in You I am well
pleased."u

JOHN 1
28. These thinss took
place in Bet[abara
across the Jordan,
w h e r e  J o h n  w a s
baptizing.
29. On the next dav.
John sees Jesus com-
ing to him, and he
says,  "Behold the
Lamb of God, Who
takes away the sin of
the world.
30. He is the one con-
cerning Whom I said,'After me comes a
man Who has prece-
dence over me. be-
cause He ex is ted
before me.'
31 .  And  I  d id  no t
know Him; but that
He misht be mani-
fested t6 Israel, there-
fore I camebaptizing
with water."
32. AndJohn testified,
saying, "I myself be-
held the Spir i t  de-
scendine as a dove out
of heavEn, and it re-
mained on Him.
33 .  And  I  d id  no t
know Himbefore;but
He Who sent me to
baptize with water
sa id to  me,  'LJpon

Whom you shall see
the Spirit descending,
and remaining on
Him, He is the one
Who baptizeswrththe
Holy Spirit.'
34. And I have seen,
and have borne wit-
ness that this is the
Son of God."

a - Psa. 2:7',Isa. 42:1

Headwaters of Jordan
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24. JOHN THE BAPTIST SHOWS JESUS TO ANDREW AND PETER

JOHN 1

35. On the next day, John was again standing there, and two of his disciples with him.
36. And as he gazed upon Jesus walking, he said, "Behold the Lamb of God!"u
37. And the two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.
38. Now when Jesus turned and saw them following, He said to them,
39. "What are you seeking?" And they said to Him, "Rabbi (which is to say, being inter-
preted, "Teacher"), where do You dwell?"
40. He said to them, "Come and see." They went and saw where He was dwelling, and they
remained with Him that day. Now it was about the tenthhour.
41. Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two who heard this from John and
followed Him.
42.First, he found his own brother Simon and said to him, "We have found the Messiah"
(which is, being interpreted, "the Christ").

a - Isa. 53:7. 11: Ex. l2:3

25. PHILIP AND NATHANAEL FIND JESUS CHRIST

JOHN 1

43. And he led him to Jesus. And when He saw him, Jesus said, "You are Simon, the son of
Jona. You shall be called Cephas" (which ts, being interpreted, "a stone)."
44. On the next day, Jesus desired to go into Galilee; and He found Philip and said to him,
"Follow Me."
45. Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.
46. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found Him ofWhom Moses wrote in
the Law, and also the prophets, Jesus, the son of Joseph; He is from Nazareth.
47. AndNathanael said tohim, "Carr any good thing come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to
him, "Come and see."
48. Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said concerning him, "Behold, truly an Israel-
ite in whom there rs no guile."
49. Nathanael said to Him, "How did you know me?" Jesus answered and said to him,
"Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you."
50. Nathanael answered and said to Him, "Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King
of Israel."u
51. Jesus answered and said to him, "Becauss I told you, 'I saw you under the fig tree,' do
you believe? Greater things than these shall you see."
52. And He said to him, "Truly, truly I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven open, and
the angels of God descending to and ascending from the Son of man."

a -  Psa.2:6

26. JESUS CHRIST'S FIRST RECORDED MIRACLE:
TURNING WATER INTO WINE

JOHN 2
1. Now on the third day, there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus
was there.
2. AndJesus and His disciples were also invited to the marriage.
3. And when there was a shortage of wine, Jesus' mother said to Him, "They do not have
wine."
4. Jesus said to her, "Woman, what do you desire to have Me do? My time has not yet
come."
5. Then His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do l/."
6. Now there were six water vessels of stone standing there, in accordance with the tradi-
tional purification of the Jews, each one having a capacity of two or three firkins.
7. Jesus said to them, "Fill the water vessels with water." And they filled them to thebim.
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JOHN 2

8. Then He said to them, "Now draw some out and bing it to the master of the feast." And
they brought it to him.
9. Now when the master of the feast tasted the water that had become wine, not knowing
from where it had come (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of thE
feast called the bridegroom,
10. And said to him, "Eu"ry man serves the good wine first; and when the guests have drunk
{t9"]y,.thgn he serves the inferior wine. Bul you have kept the good wine until now."
1_1 . This beginning of the miracles that Jests did took plaie in Canaof Galilee, and revealed
His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.
12. After this He went down to Capernaum, He and His mother and His brothers and His
disciples; and they remained there not many days.

1";-r-:;*ri *l
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Firkins of Water - JewishWater Containers Excavated in Israel
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27. JESUS CHRIST IS TEMPTED FOR FORTY DAYS
AND NIGHTS BY SATAN THE DEVIL

MATTHEW 4
1. Then Jesus was led up into
the wilderness by the Spirit, in
order to be tempted by the
devil.
2. Andwhen He had fastedfor
forty days and forty nights,
afterwards He was famished.
3. And when the tempter came
to Him. he said. "IfYou are the
Son of God. command that
these stones become bread."
4. But He answered and said,"It is written, 'Man shall not
live bv bread alone. but bv
every word that proceeds out
of the mouth of God.' "u

5. Then the devil took Him to
the holy city and set Him upon
the edge of the temple,
6. And said to Him. "IfYou are
the Son of God, cast Yourself
down; for it is written, 'He

shall give His angels charge
concerningYou, and they shall
bearYou up in their hands, lest
You strike Your foot against a
stone. ' " "
7. Jesus said to him,'Again, it
is written, 'You shall not tempt
theLord your God."'
8. After that. the devil took
Him to an exceedingly high
mountain, and showed Him all
the kingdoms of the world and
their glory
9. And said to Him,'All these
things will I give You, if You
will fall down and worship
me."
10. Then Jesus said to him,"Begone, Satan! For it is writ-
ten, 'You shall worship the
Lord your God, and Him alone
shall vou serve.' ""

11. Then the devil
and behold, angels
ministered to Him.

left Him;
came and

MARK 1
12. And soon after, the Spirit
compelled Him to go out into
the wilderness;
13. And He was there in the
wilderness for forty days,
tempted by Satan, and was
with the wild animals; and
afterwards angels ministered
to Him.

"CommandThese Stones"

"... To Become Food"
- American Stock Photo

LUKE 4
l. And Jesus, filled wrth the
Holy Spirit, returned from the
Jordan, and was led by the
Spirit into the wilderness
2. Forforty days, to be tempted
by the devil. And He ate noth-
ing in those days; and after
thev had come to an end. He
hurigered.
3. Then the devil said to Him,"If You arc the Son of God,
command that this stone
become bread."
4. But Jesus answered him,
saying, "It is written, 'Man

shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word of God.' "u

5. Then the devil led Him up
into a high mountain and
showed Him all the kingdoms
of the world in a moment of
time.
6. And the devil said to Him,
"I will giveYou all this author-
ity, and the glory of them all;
for it has been delivered to me,
and I give it to whomever I
desire.
7. Therefore, if You will wor-
ship me in my presence, all
things shall be Yours."
8. ButJesus answered andsaid
to him, "Get behind Me, Satan;
for it is written, 'You shall
worship the Lord your God,
and Him only shall  you
sefve.' ""

9. Then he led Him to Jerusa-
lem and set Him upon the edge
of the temple, and said to Him,
"IfYou are the Son of God, cast
Yourself down from here:
10. For it is written, 'He shall
give His angels charge
concerning You, to keep You;
I 1. And in their hands thev
shall bear You up, lest Yoir
str ike Your foot asainst a

. . . k
s tone. ' " "

Pinnacle of Tower of David

a - Deut. 8:3 b - Psa. 9l:ll-12 c - Deut. 6:13:10:20
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LUKE 4
12. But Jesus answered and
said to him, "It is clearly stated,'You shall not tempt the Lord
your God.'"o
13. Now when the devil had
completed every temptation,
he departed from Him for a
time.

d -Deu t .6 :16

Dead Sea

Temple Mount and Dome of the Rockwith the Mosque of Omar
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PART II

FROM PASSOVBR 27 AI)
TO PASSOVER 28 AD

28. AFTER THE TEMPTATION, JESUS FIRST SHOWS HIMSELF
AT THE TEMPLE IN POWERAND ZEAL _

THIS IS FIRST PASSOVER AND FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD
DURING CHRIST'S MINISTRY

JOHN 2

13. Now the Passover of the Jews was neaq and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
14. And He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the
money exchangers sitting there;
15. And after making a scourge of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, withboththe
sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money exchangers, and overturned
the tables.
16. And to those who were selling the doves, He said, "Take these things out of here! Do
not make My Father's house a house of merchandise."
17. Then His disciples remembered that it was written, "The zeal of Your house has eaten
Me up."u
18. As a result, the Jews answered and said to Him, "What sign do You show to us, seeing
that You do these things?"
19. Jesus answered and said to them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it
up,"
20. Then the Jews said, "This temple was forty-six years in building, andYou will raise it up
in three days?"
21. But He spoke concerning the temple of His body.
22.Therefore, when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had
said this to them; and they believed the Scriptures, and the word that Jesus had spoken.
23. Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed on His
name, as they observed the miracles that He was doing.
24. Bat Jesus did not entrust Himself to them, becausd He knew all men:
25. And He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He knew what was in man.

a - Psa. 69:9

29. NICODEMUS COMES TO JESUS AT NIGHT -
THE PHARISEES KNEW JESUS CAME FROM GOD

JOHN 3

1. Now there was a man of the Pharisees, Nicodemus by name, a ruler of the Jews.
2.He came to Jesus by night and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know thatYou are a teacher Who
has come from God; because no one is able to do the miracles that You are doing, unless
God is with him."
3. Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly I say to you, unless a person is born anew,
he cannot see the kinsdom of God."
4. Nicodemus said to-Him, "How can a man who is old be born anew? Can he enter his
mother's womb a second time and be born?"
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JOHN 3

5. Jesus answered, 'oTruly, truly I say to you, unless a person has been born of water and of
Spirit,^ he cannot enter the kingdom of God.
6. That which has been born of the flesh is flesh; and that which has been born of the Spirit
is spirit.
7. Do not be amazed that I said to vou. 'It is necessarv for vou to be born anew.'
8. The wind blows where it will, and you hear its sound, but you do not know the place from
which it comes andthe place to which it goes; so also is everyone who has beenborn of the
Spirit."
9. Nicodemus answered and said to Him, "How can these things be?"
10. Jesus answered and said to him, "You are a teacher of Israef and vou do not know these
things?
1 1. Truly, truly I say to you, We speak that which We know, and We testify of that which We
have seen; but you do not receive Our testimony.
12.I! I have toid you earthly things, and you do not believe, how shall you believe if I tell
you heavenly things?
13. (And no one has ascended into heaven, except He Who came down from heaven, even
the Son of man, Who is in heaven.)
a - Tb be "born of Spirit" refers to the resurrectionfrom the dead to eternal life as a glorified spirit being.

30. A PROPHECY OF HIS OWN DEATH AND CRUCIFIXION

14. And even as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, in the same way it is ordained
that the Son of man be lifted up;"
15. So that everyone who believes in Him may not perish, but may have everlasting life.

a - Num. 2l:8-9

31. GOD GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON TO SAVE THE WORLD
16. For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, so that everyone who
believes in Him should not perish, but may have everlasting life.
I7. For God sent not His Son into the world that He might judge the world, but that the
world might be saved through Him.
18. The one who believes in Him is not judged; but the one who does not believe has already
bgen ju{ggd, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
19. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world; but men loved darkness
rather than the light; because their works were evil.
20. For everyone who practices evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, so that
his works may not be exposed;
2l.But the one who practices the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be mani-
fested, that they have been accomplished by the poweiof God."

32. JESUS BEGINS BAPTIZING
22. After these things, Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea; and there He
stayed with them and was baptizing.

60



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus Christ

33. JOHN IS STILL BAPTIZING AT THE SAME TIME

JOHN 3

23. And John was also baptizing in Aenon, near Salim, because there was much water
there; and the people were coming and were being baptized.

34. JOHN NOT YET PUT IN PRISON

24.For John had not yet been cast into prison.

35. JOHN THE BAPTIST'S MINISTRY TO DECREASE
AND JESUS'MINISTRY TO INCREASE - JOHN EXPLAINS
WHO AND WHAT HE IS AND WHO AND WHAT CHRIST IS

25. Then there arose a question between the disciples of John and some of the Jews about
purification.
20. nnathey came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, He Who was with youbeyond Jordan,
to Whom you have borne witness, behold, He is baptizing, and all are coming to Him."
27.Iohn answered and said, "No one is able to receive anything unless it has been given to
him from heaven.
28. You yourselves bear witness to me that I said, 'I am not the Christ,'but that I am sent
before Him.
29. The one who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who
stands by and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the voice of the bridegroom; in this
then, my joy has been fulfilled.
30. It is ordained that He increase, and that I decrease.
31. He Who comes from above is above all. The one who is of the earth is earthy, and
speaks of the earth. He Who comes from heaven is above all;
32. And what He has seen and heard, this is what He testifies; but no one receives His
testimony.
33. The one who has received His testimony has set his seal that God is true;
34. For He Whom God has sent speaks the words of God; and God gives not the Spirit by
measure unto Him.

36. MUST BELIEVE AND HAVE COMPLETE TRUST
AND FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST

35. The Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hand'
36. The one who believes in the Son has everlast-ing life; but the one who does not obey the
Son shall not see life, for the wrath of God remains on him."

37. JESUS CHRIST'S DISCIPLES DO THE BAPTIZING

JOHN 4

1. Therefore, when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and
baptizing more disciples than John,
2.(Although Jesus Himself was not baptizing, but His disciples,)
3. He left Judea, and went away again into Galilee.
4. Now it was necessary for Him to pass through Samaria.
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38. JESUS CHRIST AND THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA AT THE WELL

JOHN 4

5. And He came to a city of Samaria called Sychar, near the land that Jacob had given to his
son Joseph."
6. And Jacob's fountain was there; Jesus therefore, being wearied from the journey, sat there
by the fountain. It was about rfte sixth hour.
7. A woman came out of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink."
!.19. His disciples had gone away into the city, so that they might buy provisions.
9. Therefore, the Samaritan woman said to Him, "How is itlhatYou, b6ing a Jew, ask me, a
Samaritan woman, to give You adt'rnk?" For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.
10. Jesus answered and said to her, "If you had known the gift of God, and Who it is that
Laid to you,'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked Him, and He would have given you
living water."
11. The woman said to Him, "Sir, You have nothing withwhich to draw water, and the well
is deep; how then do You have the living water?
12. AreYou greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it, and his
sons. and his cattle?"
13. Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water shall thirst again;
14. But whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; rather, the water
thatl shall give him shall become a fountain of water within him, springing up into everlast-
ing life."
15. The woman said to Him, "Sir, give me this water, so that I will not thirst or need to come
here to draw water."
16. Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband and come backherc."
17. The woman answered and said, "I do not have a husband." Jesus said to her, "You have
spoken well in saying, 'I do not have a husband';
19. For you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband.
This you have spoken truly."
19. The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive thatYou are a prophet.
20. Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, but you say that the place where it is obligatory
to worship is in Jerusalem."
21. Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you shall neither in this
mountain nor in Jerusalem worship the Father.
22.You do not know what you worship. We know what we worship, for salvation is of the
Jews.
23.But the hour is coming, and norv is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in
spirit and in truth; for the Father is indeed seeking those whb worship Him iir this manner.
?!.9pAis Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth."
25.The woman said to Him, "I know that Messiah is coming, Who is called Christ; when
He comes, He will tell us all things."
26. Jesus said to her, "f Who speik to you am He."
27. Now at this timeHis disciples c_ame, and they were amazedthat He was speaking with a
yo4-an; however, no one said, "What are You seeking?" or, "Why are You talking with
her?"
28. Then the woman left her waterpot and went away into the city, and said to the men,
29. "Come and see a man who told me everything that I have don-e. Can it be that He is the
Christ?"
30. Then they went out of the city and came to Him.
31. But in the meantime, the disciples were asking Him, saying, "Rabbi, eat."
32. And He said to them, "I have meat to eat that you are not aware of."
33. Therefore, the disciples said to one another, "Did anyone bring Him something to eat?"
34. Jesus said to them, "My meat is to do the will of Him Who sent Me, and to finish His
work.

a- Josh.24:32
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35. Do not say that there are yet four months, and thenthe harvest comes. I say to you, look
around. Lift up your eyes and see the fields, for they are already white to harvest.
36. And the one who reaps receives a reward, and gathers fruit unto eternal life; so that the
one who is sowing and the one who is reaping may both rejoice together.
37. For in this the saying is true, that one sows and another reaps.
38. I sent you to reapthat in which you have not labored; others have labored, and you have
entered into their labor."
39. Now many of the Samaritans from that city believed on Him because of the word of the
woman, who testified, "He told me everything that I have done."
40. Therefore, when the Samaritans came to Him, they asked Him to remain with them; and
He remained there two days.
41. And many more believed because of His word;
42. And they said to the woman, "We no longer believe because of your word, for we have
heard Him ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Christ, the Savior of the world."

39. JOHN IS CAST INTO PRISON

LUKE 3

19. But Herod the tetrarch, after being reproved by him for marrying Herodias, the wife of
Philip his brother, and for all the evils that Herod had done,
20. Added this to all that: he locked up John in prison.

40. JESUS RETURNS INTO GALILEE

JOHN 4

43. And after two days, He departed from there and went into Galilee;
44.For Jesus Himself testified that a prophet has no honor in his own country.
45. Therefore, when He came into Galilee, the Galileans received Him, having seen all the
things that He did in Jerusalem during the feast, for they also had gone to the feast.
46. Then Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee, where He had made the water become wine.
And there was a certain royal official in Capernaum whose son was sick.
47. When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him and asked
Him if He would come down and heal his son; for he was about to die.
48. Therefore, Jesus said to him, "IJnless you see signs and wonders, you will not believe at
all."
49.The royal official said to Him, "Sir, come down before my little child dies."
50 Jesus sdid to him, "Go; your son lives." And the man believed the word that Jesus said to
him. and went awav.
51. Now as he was going down to his house, his servants met him and reported, saying,
"Your child is alive and well."
52. Then he inquired of them at what hour he began to improve. And they said to him,
"Yesterday. at the seventh hour, the fever left him."
53. Therefore, the father knew thatit was atthe hour that Jesus said to him, "Your son lives."
And he himself believed. and his whole household.
54. This was the second miracle that Jesus did after again coming out of Judea into Galilee.
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JESUS BEGINS PREACHING IN GALILEE AFTER
JOHN THE BAPTIST IS PUT IN PRISON

The first six months of Jesus'ministry was used for private teaching. During that
time He was baptized, made initial contact with His disciples, performed His first
mjr.aclg - glt?nging the waterinto the wine at the wedding Teast - then was tempted
of the Devil for forty days and nights. After that, He presented Himself at the terirple
in Jerusalem. Jesus began His public preaching and ministry at the temple in Jeruia-
lem during the Passover and the Feast of unleavened Breaa in n.o. zi .

Following.the Feast of Unleavened Bread, Jesus and His disciples spent several
wgg\s baptizing in Judaea (John 3:22). At the same time John the ilaptisr was
still baptizing at Aenon, because he had not yet been put in prison. Aft^er John's
imprisonment, Jesus returned through Samaria into Galilee, just before the Feast of
Pentecost, and began preaching.

The account written in the book of John correlates the events and fills in details
not contained in the summary account recorded in the book of  Mark.
Together John and Mark give the complete picture.

41. AFTER JOHN IS PUT IN PRISON, JESUS COMES INTO GALILEE,
PREACHING IN POWER AND ANNOUNCING ABOUT KINGDOM OF GOD

MARK 1

14. Now after the imprison-
ment of John, Jesus came into
Gal i lee,  proc la iming the
gospel of the kingdom of God,
15. And saying, "The time has
been fulfilled, and the kingdom
of God is near at hand; rJpent,
and believe in the gospel."

MATTHEW 4

12. Now when Jesus had heard
that John was put in prison, He
went into Galilee.

LUKE 4

14. Then Jesus returned in the
power of the Spirit to Galilee;
and word about Him went out
into the entire country around.
15. And He taught in their
synagogues, and was glorified
by all.

42. JESUS PREACHES IN NAZARETH ON THE SABBATH DAY
LUKE 4

16. And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and according to His custom,
He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day* and stood up to read.u

a - Lev. 23:10-21:' Deut. 16:9- l0

*The words "on the Sabbath dayl'ar9 translated from the Greek words sv rn np€po( trov oaBpatrrlv. A literal
translation would be, "Now on the day of the sabbaths"; or, "Now on the day oi the weeks.'l The use of the
9reek tcw ooBBatrov, meaning "sabbaths" or "weeks," indicates that thiiverse is referring to the day of
Pentecost. Because this day is observed after counting a period of seven full weeks, it was ftnown in New
Testament times as "the day of the weeks." The day of Peniecost does not fall on the weekly Sabbath but is an
annual Sabbath.
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LUKE 4

17. And there was given Hrm the book of the prophet Isaiah; and when He had unrolled the
scroll, He found the place where it was written,
18. "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me; for this reason, He has anointed Me to preach the
gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal those who are brokenhearted, to proclaim pardon
to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to send forth in deliverance those who
have been crushed,
19. To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. "b

20. And after rolling up the scroll and delivering it to the attendant, He sat down; and the
eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fixed on Him.
21. Then He began to say to them, "Today, this Scripture is being fulfilled in your ears."
22. And all bore witness to Him and were amazed at the words of grace that were coming
out of His mouth; and they said, "Is not this the son of Joseph?"
23. And He said to them, "Surely, you will say this parable to Me: 'Physician, healYourself!
Whatever we have heard being done in Capernaum, do also here inYotr own country.' "

24.Blt He said, "Truly I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his own country.
25.For in truth, I say to you, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the
heavens were shut up for three years and six months, and there was great famine upon all
the land;
26. AndElijah was not sent to any of them, but only to a widow in Sarepta, a city of Sidonia.
27 .There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet; and none of them
were cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian."'
28. Now all in the synigogue who heaid these things were filled with indignation.
29. Andthey rose up arladast Him out of the city, a"nd led Him to the edgebf the mountain
on which their city was built, in order to throw Him down headlong;
30. But He passed safely through their midst and departed.

b - Isa. 58:6;61:l-2 c - I K. 11:8-9: l8:l-2: II K. 5:1, 14

43. JESUS GOES TO CAPERNAUM

LUKE 4

31. Then He went down to Capernaum, a city
of Galilee, and taught them on the Sabbath days.
32. And they were astonished at His teaching,
for His word was with authority.

MATTHEW 4

13. And after leaving Nazareth, He came and
dwelt in Capernaum, which is on the seaside,
on the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim;
14. That it might be fulfilled which was spo-
ken by the prophet Isaiah, saying,
15. "The land of Zabulon and the land of
Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles;u
16. The people who were sitting in darkness
have seen a great light; and to those who were
sitting in the realm and shadow of death, light
has sprung up."
17. From that time Jesus began to preach and
to say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand."
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44. JESUS CALLS THE DISCIPLES TO FOLLOW HIM -
THEY GO ON FIRST PREACHING TOUR OF GALILEE

MARK 1

16. And as He was walking by
the Sea of Galilee, He saw
Simon and his brotherAndrew
casting a large net into the sea,
for they were fishermen.
17. And Jesus said to them,"Follow Me, and I will make
you become fishers of men."
18. And they immediately left
their nets and followed Him.
19. And after movine a little
way on from there,"He saw
James the son of Zebedee, and
his brotherJohn; and they were
in the ship, mending the nets.
20. And He called them at
once; and leaving their father
Zebedee in the ship with the
hired servants. thev followed
Him.

MATTHEW 4

18. And as Jesus was walkinq
by the Sea of Galilee, He sai
two brothers, Simon who is
called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, casting alargenet into
the sea; for they were fisher-
men.
19. And He said to them, "Fol-

low Me, and I will make you
fishers of men."
20. Then thev immediatelv left
their nets aid followed Him.
21. Andafter leavins there. He
saw two other brothirs, James
the son of Zebedee, and John
his brother, in the ship with
Zebedee their father, mending
their nets; and He called them.
22. And they immediately left
the ship and their father and
followed Him.

& " i  r
E

LUKE 5

1. Now it came to pass that
while the multitude was press-
ing on Him to hear the Word
of God, He was standing by the
Lake of Gennesaret;
2. AndHe saw two ships stand-
ing by the shore of the lake, but
the fishermen had left them and
were washins. their nets.
3. And after loing into one of
the ships, which was Simon's,
He asked him to put out from
the shore a little; and He sat
down and taus.ht the multi-
tudes from the ihip.
4. Now when He had finished
speaking, He said to Simon,"Put out into the deep, and let
your nets down for a haul."
5. Then Simon answered and
said, "Master, we have labored
through the entire night, and
we have taken nothing; but at
Your word. I will let the net
down."
6. And when they did this, they
enclosed agreat school offish;
and their net was breakine.
7. Then they signaled to;heir
partners, those in the other
ship, that they should come
andhelp them; and they came
and filled both the ships, so that
they were sinking.
8. And when he saw this,
Simon Peter fel l  at Jesus'
knees, saying, "Depart from
me, for I am a sinful man,
Lord."
9. For great fear came upon
him and all those with him, on
account of the miraculous haul
of fish that they had taken;
10. And in like manner also
upon James and John, the sons
of Zebedee, who werepartners
with Simon. Then Jesus said
to Simon, "Fear not; from
this time forth you shall be
catching men."

t  * l
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LUKE 5

11. And after bringing the
ships to land, they forsook
everything and followed Him.

LUKE 4

33. Now a man who had an unclean spirit was
in the synagogue; and he cried out with a loud
volce,
34. Saying, 'Ah! What have we to do withYou,
Jesus the Nazarene? HaveYou come to destroy
us? I know Who You are, the Holy One of
God."u
35. And Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be silent,
and come out of him." And after throwing him
into the midst, the demon came out of himand
did not hurt him in any way.
36. Then astonishment came upon everyone,
and they spoke to one another, saying, "What

message is this, that with authority and power
He commands the unclean spirits, and they
come out?"
37.  And news of  His  powerfu l  deeds
spread through every place in the surrounding
country.x

45. JESUS CASTS OUT A DEMON, AFTER TEACHING
IN A SYNAGOGUE ON THE SABBATH,

AND HIS FAME SPREADS NAR AND WIDE

MARK 1.

2L Then they went into Capernaum; and on
the Sabbath day He immediately went into the
synagogue and taught the people.
22. And they were astonished at His doctrine;
for He was teaching them as one having au-
thoritv. and not as the scribes.
23. Nbw in their synagogue there was a man
with an unclean spirit; and it cried out,
24.Saying, 'Ah!Whathave we to do withYou,
Jesus the Nazarene? HaveYou come to destroy
us? I know Who You are - the Holy One of
God!"u
25. But Jesus rebuked it, saying, "Be silent, and
come out of him."
26. And after throwing him into convulsions
and crying out with a loud voice, the spirit came
out of him.
27 .Thenall were astonished, so that they ques-
tioned among themselves, saying, "What is
this? What new teaching is this, that with
authority He commands even the unclean
spirits, and they obey Him?"
28. And His fame swiftly spread into all the
country around Galilee.*

a - Psa. 16:10:.Dan.9:24

*Jesus' Galilean ministry began on a Sabbath, which probably was the Feast of Pentecost. From that time his
fame spread far and wide, wfi'ich must have taken many months. The chronology would certainly indicate that
it took most of the next year. He preached throughout Galilee, and people were coming from as far-away as
Syria, Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and beyond-the Jordan River. Jesus preached-throu^ghout qll the syna-
gi,gues in Galilee. Covering all the synagogues in all of Galilee required a great deal of time. This section
gives a summary of what Jesus did during this time.

Ruins of Marketplace in Gerasa
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46. JESUS HEALS PETER'S MOTHER-IN.LAW
MARK 1

29. And as soon as they had
gone out of the synagogue,
they came into the house of
Simon andAndrew, with James
and John.
30. And Simon's mother-in-
law was lying sick with a fe-
ver. And they spoke to Him at
once about her.
31. And He came to her, and
took her by the hand and raised
her up. And immediately the
fever left her, and she served
them.

MARK 1

32. Now rn the evening, when
the sun had gone down, they
brought to Him all who were
diseased, and those who were
possessed by demons;
33. And the entire city was
gathered together at the door.
34. Then He healed many who
were sick with variou! dis-
eases, and He cast out many
demons: but He did not allow
the demons to speak, because
they knew Him.

47. AFTER THE SABBATH. IN THE EVENING.
JESUS HEALS MANY

LUKE 4

LUKE 4

38. Now after going out of the
synagogue,  He went  in to
Simon's house. And Simon's
mother-in-law was sick with a
great fever; and they asked
Him to intervene for her.
39. Then He stood over her and
rebuked the fever, and it left
her. And immediately she
arose and served them.

41. And demons went out from
many, crying out and saying,"You are the Christ, the Son of
God." But He rebuked them
and drd not allow them to
speak, because they h,new that
He was the Christ.

MATTHEW 8

14. And after comins into
Peter 's  house.  Jesui  saw
Peter's mother-in-law lying
sjcft with a fever;
15. Then He touched her hand,
and the fever left her; and she
rose up and served them.

MATTHEW 8

17. So that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by Isaiah the
prophet, saying, "I1e Himself
took our infirmities and bore
our diseases."

40. Now as the sun was going 16. Now when evening had
down, all those who had sick come, they brought to Him
persons with various diseases many possessed with demons,
brou,ght them to Him; and He and He cast out the spirits by
laid His hands on each one of IIis word, and healedall whb
them and healed them. were sick:

48. JESUS RISES EARLY IN THE MORNING TO PRAY
MARK 1

35. And atthe time of the mornins watch. while
it was still night, He rose up; and"going out, He
departed into a desert place, and was praying
there.
36. And Simon, and those who were with him,
went out after Him.
37. And after finding Him, they said to Him,"Everyone is looking forYou."
38. But He said to them, "Let us go into the
neighboring country towns, so that I may also
preach there; because for this purpose I have
come.

A Desert Place
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49.

MARK 1
JESUS PREACHES THROUGHOUT GALILEE

39. And He preached in all
their synagogues in Galilee,
and cast out demons.

LUKE 4

42. Now when day came, He
departed and went into a desert
p lace;  but  the mul t i tudes
searched for Him. and came to
Him and were detaining Him,
that He might not leave them.
43. Then He said to them, "It

is necessary for me to preach
the gospel of the kingdom of
God to the other cities; for this
is the reason that I have been
sgnt."
44. And He went about
preaching in the synagogues
of Galilee.

Synagogue Ruins in Capernaum

MATTHEW 4

23. AndJesus went throughout
all Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, and preaching the
gospel of the kingdom, and
healing every disease and
every bodily ailment among
the people.
24. Then His fame went out
into all Syria; and they brought
to Him all who were sick, op-
pressed by various diseases and
torments, and possessed by
demons, and lunatics, and
paralytics; and He healed them.
25. And great multitudes fol-
lowed Him from Galilee, and
Decapolis, and Jerusalem, and
Judea. and bevond the Jordan.

ffi io eft
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Gilead Looking Tbw ard J ordan Valley

Fishermen in Boat on Sea of Galilee
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THE SERMON ONTHE MOUNT

The Sermon on the Mount was delivered at the beginning of Jesus Christ's min-
istry. After choosing twelve of His disciples to be witnesses of aU the words that He
lPgke, Jgsus taught them the basic spiritual principles that are recorded in Matthew
5-7 andluke 6. These teachings, now known as the Sermon on the Mount, were the
beginning words of the New Covenant. Unlike the Old Covenant. which offered the
physical blessings of health,and prosperity, the New Covenant opened the way to the
spiritual blessings of eternal life with everlasting power and glory.

_. Throughout the Bible, there is a contrast between the physical and the spiritual.
The words of the apostle Paul show that the physical comes first, then the spiritual (I
Cor. 15:45-47). Adam, the first man on earth, came from the earth and was physicai.
The second Adam, Jesus Christ, came from heaven and is spiritual. In like manner,
the Old Covenant, which was physical, was established befbre the New Covenant,
which is spiritual. On the day of Pentecost, God established the Old Covenant with
the children of Israel by proclaiming the Ten Commandments from the top of Mount
Sinai. The event was so terrifying to the people that they pleaded with Mbses not to
have God speak to them any longer: 'And all the people saw the thunderings, and the
lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the
Plopl9 saw it, they removed and stood afar off. And they said unto Moses,
llp.q\ thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God speak with us, lest we die'"
(Ex.20:18-19. KJV.

Because the children of Israel were afraid to hear God speak, Moses stood be-
tween God and the people to bring them all the words of God-. Moses went up to the
top of Mount Sinai to meet with God. At that time, God gave him the statute^s, judg-
ments and other laws to deliver to the children of Israel. As the intermediary wlio
delivered the law tg lhe people, Moses was considered a lawgiver, although he did
not originate any of the laws or commandments himself (Ex.20-23).

When Moses came down from meeting with God, he read all the words of God in
the hearing gfgre people. With one voice, the people agreed to obey all that God had
commanded. Then the covenant was ratified with a blood sacrifice: 'And Moses
came and told the people all the words of the LORD, and all the judgments: and all
the people answered with one voice, and said, 'All the words whith the LORD hath
said will we do.'And Moses wrote all the words of the LORD, and rose up early in
the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according tothe
twelve tribes of Israel. And he sent young men of the childien of Israel, wtiich of-
fered burnt offerings, and sacrificedpeaci offerings of oxen unto the f-bRn. RnO
Moses took half of the b,lood, and put ir in basins; and half of the blood he sprinkled
on the altar. And he took the book of the covenant. and read in the audienCe of the
people: and they said, All that the Lord hath said will we do, and be obedient.'And
Moses took the blood, and sprinkledit onthe people, and said, 'Behold the blood of
the covenant, which the LORD hath made with you concerning all these words' "
(Ex.24:3-8, KJV).
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The covenant that God made with the children of Israel at Mount Sinai contained
blessings and cursings. God promised to bless the children of Israel if they would
obey His commands and laws; but if they disobeyed, they would reap curses in
return for their sins and transgressions. In this manner, God established the Old
Covenant with the twelve tribes of Israel: o'See, I have set before thee this day life
and good, and death and evil; in that I command thee this day to love the LORD
thy God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments and His statutes
and His judgments, that thou mayest live and multiply: and the LORD thy God
shall bless thee in the land whither thou goest to possess it.

"But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt not hear, but shalt be drawn away,
and worship other gods, and serve them; I denounce unto you this day, that ye shail
surely perish, and that ye shall not prolong your days upon the land, whither thou
passest over Jordan to go to possess it. I call heaven and earth to record this day
against yourthat I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: there-
fore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live: that thou mayest love the
LORD thy God, and that thou mayest obey His voice, and that thou mayest cleave
unto Him: for He is thy life, and the length of thy days: that thou mayest dwell in the
land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers. to Abraham. to Isaac. and to Jacob. to
give them" (Deut. 3O:I5-20, KJV).

Moses' office as mediator and lawgiver was a physical type of the coming spiri-
tual Lawgiver, Jesus Christ. When the children of Israel were about to enter the
Promised Land, God gave Moses this prophecy of the coming Messiah: 'And the
LORD said unto me, 'They have well spoken that whichthey have spoken [that they
did not want God to speak to them, but Mosesl. I will raise them up a Prophet from
among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put My words in His mouth; and He
shall speak unto them all that I shall command Him. And it shall come to pass, that
whosoever will not hearken unto My words which He shall speak in My name, I will
require ir of him' " (Deut. 18:17-19, KJV).

Jesus Christ the Spiritual l-awgiver

This prophecy of the coming Messiah reveals that every person who rejects the
words of Jesus Christ will be held accountable by God in the judgment day. During
His ministry, Jesus confirmed that He was that Prophet and that His words are
the standard by which all will be judged: "But if anyone hears My words and
does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world, but to
save the world. The one who rejects Me and does not receive My words has
one who judges him; the word which I have spoken, that shall judge him in the
last day. For I have not spoken from Myself; but the Father, Who sent Me,
gave Me commandment Himself, what I should say and what I should speak"
(John 12:47-49, AT).

The spiritual office of Jesus Christ far overshadows the physical office of Moses.
Jesus Christ was God manifest in the flesh. He was the Lord God of the Old Testa-
ment Who had established the Old Covenant with the children of Israel. He came to
earth to deliver them from the curses that the covenant had imposed for their sins,
and to redeem all mankind from the death penalty for their transgressions of God's
holy and righteous laws (Rom .7:14;3:9-19). His death ended the Old Covenant with
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the administration of death, and established the New Covenant. which offers the sift
of eternal life.

Unlike the Old Covenant, which required obedience to the letter of the law, the
New Covenant is based on obedience from the heart - fulfilling the laws of God not
only in the letter, but also in their complete spiritual intent. For this reason, Jesus
Christ came as the spiritual Lawgiver to amplify and magnify the commandments
and laws of God, as prophesied by Isaiah: "The LORD is well pleased for His
righteousness' sake; He will magnify the law, and make ir honourable [or glorious]"
(lsa.42:2I, KJW.

As the spiritual Lawgiver, Jesus Christ revealed the full meaning of the laws of
God. He received a commission from God the Father to preach the gospel and pro-
claim the spiritual meaning of the commandments of God, in order to bring the knowl-
edge of salvation to the world. After John the Baptist was put in prison, Jesus Christ
began His ministry. He commanded the people to repent of their sins and believe the
gospel: "The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. . ..And saying,'The time has been fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is near at hand; repent, and
believe in the gospel' " (Mark l:1,15, AT).

Throughout His ministry, Jesus taught repentance from sin, which is clearly
defined in the New Testament as the transgression of the laws of God (I John 3:4).
God inspired the words of Jesus Christ to be recorded in the Gospels and canonized
by the apostles with the other books of the New Testament. Through the ages, from
Jesus' time until now, God has divinely preserved these Scriptures for the world.

The four Gospel accounts of the life and ministry of Jesus Christ reveal that God
now requires obedience to His commandments not only in the letter of the law but in
the spirit of the law. But in spite of Jesus' teachings, which magnify the laws and
commandments of God, most professing Christians have been taught that Jesus Christ
came to abolish the laws of God. Jesus emphatically denounced this teaching in the
Sermon on the Mount: "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill. For truly I say to you, until the
heaven and the earth shall pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in no way pass
from the Law until everything has been fulfilled" (Matt. 5:I7-18, AT).

How Did Jesus Christ Fulfill the Inw?

When Jesus Christ fulfilled the law, He did not abolish it. Jesus'own words in the
Gospel of Matthew make this fact very clear. Then in what way did He fulfill the
law?

In order to recognize how He fulfilled the law, we must understand the meaning
of the word "fulfill." The Enelish word "fulfill" is translated from the Greek verb
rul,rlpoorpleeroo, which meitrs: "to make full, to fill full, to fulfill....in Mt. 5:17
depending on how one prefers to interpret the context, nl,rlpocrl pleeroo rs
understood here either as fulfill - do, carry out, or bring to full expression = show
forth in its true spiritual meaning, or as fill up = complete" (Arndt and Gingrich, A
Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament).
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As the spiritual Lawgiver, Jesus Christ fulfilled the law of God by bringing it to
its full expression, revealing its complete spiritual meaning and intent. He "filled the
law to the full" by teaching obedience in the spirit of the law. To fulfill the Law of
God by amplifying its meaning and application is the exact opposite of abolishing
the law. If Jesus had come to abolish the laws of God, He would not have magnified
and expanded their meaning, making them even more binding. If the laws of God
were not binding today there could be no sin, because "sin is the transgression of the
law" (I John 3:4, AI). And if there were no sinners, there would be no need of a
Savior. But the Scriptures of both the Old Testament and the New Testament testify
that Jesus Christ came to save mankind from sin. Instead of abolishing or "doing

away with the law," Jesus came to take upon Himself the penalty for our sins and
transgressions of the laws of God, and to show us the way to eternal life through
spiritual obedience from the heart. That is how He magnified the laws and
commandments of God and made them honorable.

The Spiritual Meaning of the Commandments
Revealed in the Sermon on the Mount

As the spiritual Lawgiver, Jesus Christ taught His disciples the spiritual meaning
and application of every one of God's laws and commandments. Let us examine how
He magnified the Sixth Commandment in the Sermon on the Mount: "You have
heard that it was said to those in ancient times,'You shall not commit murder; but
whoever commits murder shall be subject to judgment.' But I say to you, everyone
who is angry with his brother without cause shall be subject to judgment. Now yoz
have heard it said,'Whoever shall say to his brother, "Raca," shall be subject to the
judgment of the council.' But 1 say to you, whoever shall say, 'You fool,' shall be
subject to the fire of Gehenna" (Matt. 6:21-22, AT).

Jesus made it clear that murder begins in the heart and is rooted in hatred and
anger. The spiritual amplification of the Sixth Commandment, as taught by Jesus
Christ, extends far beyond the letter of the law, which judges only physical acts of
violence. Under the New Covenant, this commandment must be obeyed in the thoughts
and intents of the heart. Obedience is no longer restricted to the letter of the law and
the actual committing of murder. By the new spiritual standard for obedience, hatred
in one's heart is judged as murder. This spiritual standard also applies to hatred for
an enemy: "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and
hate your enemy.'But I say to you [as the spiritual Lawgiver],love your enemies,
bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those
who despitefully use you and persecute youl so that you may be the children of
your Father Who is in heaven. For He causes His sun to rise on the evil and on the
good, and sends rain on the lust and on the unjust For if you love those who love
you, what reward do you have? Do not the tax collectors practice the same thing?
And if you salute your brethren only, what have you done that is extraordinary? Do
not the tax collectors practice the same thing? Therefore, you shall be perfect, even
as your Father Who is in heaven is perfect" (Matt. 5:43-48, AT).

When Jesus was dying on the cross, He set the perfect example of loving His
enemies and praying for those who despitefully used Him. Notice Jesus' prayer for
them as He suffered agony and ignominy at their hands: "Then Jesus said, 'Father,

forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing' " (Luke 23:34, AT).
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In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus also taught the spiritual meaning and applica-
tion of the Seventh Commandment: "Thou shalt not commit adultery." Notice how
Jesus magnified this commandment: "You have heard that it was said to those
in ancient times,'You shall not commit adultery.' But I say to you [as the spiritual
Lawgiver], everyone who looks upon a woman to lust after her has already
committed adultery with her in his heart" (Matt. 5:27-28, AT).

Jesus made the Seventh Commandment far more binding than the letter of
the law. From the time that Jesus Christ taught the spiritual meaning of this
commandment, every individual has been held accountable for his or her thoughts of
adultery whether or not the physical act was committed. Jesus Christ magnified the
Seventh Commandment by revealing its full spiritual meaning and application. An
examination of the following teachings in the Sermon on the Mount, as recorded in
Matthew 5-7, will show that Jesus revealed the full spiritual meaning of all the laws
and commandments of God.

Applying the Spirit of the Inw
Does Not Nulffi the Letter

More than thirty years afterJesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount, the apostle
James wrote an epistle in which he expounded on the spiritual meaning of the
commandments of God. In his epistle, James shows that Jesus' teachings concerning
the spirit of the law did not eliminate the need to obey the letter of the law. James
explains that Jesus'command to "love your neighbor as yourself'requires us to live
in obedience to the commandments of God. James specifically refers to the Sixth
and Seventh Commandments, and makes it verv clear that to break anv of God's
commandments is sin: "If you are truly keepin! the Royal Law accotiittg to the
Scripture, 'You shalllove your neighbor as yourself,'you are doing well. But if you
have respect of persons, you are committing sin, and are convicted by the law as
transgressors; because whoever shall keep the whole law, but sin in one aspect,
becomes guilty of all. For He Who said, 'You shall not commit adultery' also said,'You shall not commit murder.'Now if you do not commit adultery but you commit
murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. In this manner speak and in
this manner behave: as those who are about to be judged by the law of freedom"
(James 2:8-12, AT).

When we study the writings of the apostles in the New Testament, there is no
question that they iaught the fiill, spirituai meaning of the laws and commandments
of God, exactly as Jesus did. Never at any time did they write or teach that Jesus
Christ came to abolish the laws of God. The words of James leave no doubt whatso-
ever. He wrote, "Whoever shall keep the whole law, but sin in one aspect, becomes
guilty of all." There is nothing in the apostle James' statement which remotely hints
that the laws of God were abolished when Jesus died on the cross. In writing these
words many years after the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, James confirms
that Jesus did not "do away with" the laws of God. James makes it explicitly clear
that Christians are obligated to keep the commandments of God.

The apostle John, who outlived all the other apostles, also taught obedience to the
laws and commandments of God. In the last decade of the first century, John wrote
his Gospel, three epistles and the book of Revelation. In his first epistle, he wrote
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most emphatically that obedience to the commandments of God is the standard that
separates the true followers of Jesus Christ from those who merely profess His name.
Notice: "And by this standard we know that we know Him: if we keep His com-
mandments. Anyone who says, 'I know Himr'and is not keeping His command-
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. On the other hand, if anyone keeps His
word, truly in this one the love of God has been perfected [made complete]. By
this means we know that we are in Him. Anyone who claims to dwell in Him is
obligating himself also to walk even as He Himself walked" (I John 2:3-6, AT).

John makes it very clear that those who truly believe in Jesus Christ will be walk-
ing as Jesus walked. They will be keeping the commandments of God, as Jesus did,
and as He taught others to do (John 15:10, Matt. 19:17 -I9).Anyone who professes to
believe in Jesus Christ but does not keep the commandments of God is a liar, accord-
ing to the New Testament scriptures. For a minister or teacher to claim that the laws
and commandments of God have been abolished is a blatant denial of the true teach-
ings of Jesus Christ and His apostles, which are preserved in the New Testament.
True Christians need to be on guard against such "workers of lawlessness," who
preach against the laws of God and condemn commandment keeping.

As the apostle John shows, those who keep God's commandments are not under
condemnation but can approach God with confidence, knowing that He will hear and
answer their prayers: "Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn vs, then we have
confidence toward God. And whatever we may ask we receive from Him, because
we are keeping His commandments and are practicing those things that are
pleasing in His sight" (I John 3:21-22, AT).

The New Testament does not support the widely accepted teaching that com-
mandment keeping is contrary to faith. Rather, the words of John show that keeping
the commandments of God is a sign of true faith and the love that God imparts
through the indwelling of His Spirit: 'And this is His commandment, that we should
believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ, andthat we should love one another
[fulfilling the Royal Law by keeping God's commandments], exactly as He gave the
commandment to us. And the one who is keeping His commandments dwells in
Him, and He in him; and by this we know that He is dwelling in us: by the Spirit
which He gave to us" (verses 23-24, AT).

Mainstream Christianity ignores these inspired New Testament scriptures and
teaches that loving God and one another eliminates the need to keep God's com-
mandments. Again John exposes the error in this theology. John points out that obe-
dience to God's commandments is the very standard by which love for God and His
children is measured: "By this standard we know that we love the children of
God: when we love God and keep His commandments. For this is the love
of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not
burdensome" (I John 5:2-3, AT).

The Scriptural truth is this: If we love Jesus Christ and God the Father, we will be
motivated to keep the commandments of God. We will desire to keep His command-
ments in the spirit of the law as an outward manifestation of our love for Him. Those
who profess to love God, but refuse to keep His commandments, do not understand
the love of God. They are being led by their own human emotions and not by the love
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that God imparts to His children through the gift of the Holy Spirit. Emotional feel-
ings cannot be substituted for keeping the commandments of God. Those who claim
to love God, but are practicing lawlessness, are deceiving themselves.

Jesus Christ specifically instructs those who love Him to keep His command-
ments. Notice: "If you love Me, keep My commandments....The one who has My
commandments and is keeping them, that is the one who loves Me; and the one
who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will manifest
Myself to him....If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will
love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him. The one who
does not love Me does not keep My wordsl and the word that you hear is not
Mine, but the Father's, Who sent Me" (John 74:15,21-24, AT).

Jesus Christ left no room for doubt or misinterpretation. If you love Him, you
will keep His commandments. If you do not keep His words, you do not love ftim.
Unless you are keeping His commandments, any profession of faith and love toward
Jesus Christ and God the Father is empty and vain.

Jesus Christ set the perfect example of true godly love by keeping all the com-
mandments of God in the full spirit of the law. Before His death, He delivered a new
command to His disciples - that they follow His example by practicing the same
love that He had manifested during His life with them on earth. Notice: 'A new
commandment I give to you, that you love one another; in the same way that I have
loved you, that is how you are to love one another. By this shall everyone know that
you are My disciples, if you love one another. . ..As the Father has loved Me, I also
hSve loved you; Iive in My love.If you keep My commandments, you shall live in
My love; just as I have kept My Father's commandments and live in His love.
These things I have spoken to you, in order that My joy may dwell in you, and that
your joy may be full. This is My commandment, that you love one another, as I
have loved you" (John 13,34-35; 15:9-12, AT).

Jesus Christ taught His followers to obey all the commandments of God in the
fuf! splrit of the law, as He did. Jesus magnified the laws of God by revealing their
full spiritual meaning. Jesus Christ, as the spiritual Lawgiver, made the laws and
commandments of God far more binding by setting a higher, spiritual standard of
obedience for Christians under the New Covenant.

Jesus Brought the Physical Rituals of the Law to Completion

The second meaning of the Greek word plhrow pleeroo, translated "to fulfill" in
Matthew 5:lJ, is "to complete," or "bring to completion." Jesus Christ came to bring
the animal sacrifices and other temple rituals and laws for the Aaronic priesthood to
completion. Through His death, He ended the Old Covenant, which had imposed the
physical requirements of these laws. In its place, He established the New eovenant,
replacing the old requirements of the law with a higher spiritual application.

The laws concerning the animal sacrifices were brought to completion through
the superior sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The sacrifice of Himself as the Lamb of God,"Who takes away the sin of the world," superseded and replaced all the animal
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sacrifices and other physical rituals and ceremonies that were performed at the temple
of God in Jerusalem. The apostle Paul confirms the completion of the animal sacri-
fices and the temple rituals through the one perfect sacrifice of Jesus Christ: "For this
reason, when He comes into the world, He says, 'Sacrifice and offering You did not
desire, but You have prepared a body for Me. You did not delight in burnt offerings
and sacrifices for sin. Then said I, "Lo, I come (as it is written of Me in the scroll of
the book) to do Your will, O God." ' In the saying above, He said,'Sacrifice and
offering and burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin (which are offered according
to the law) You did not desire nor delight in'; then He said, 'Lorl come to do
Your will, O God.'He takes away the first covenant, in order that He may establish
the second; by Whose will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all. Now every high priest [of the order of Aaron] stands minister-
ing day by day, offering the same sacrifices repeatedly, which are never able to
take away sins; but He, after offering one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down at
the fight hand of God" (Heb. 10:5-12, AT).

The spiritual priesthood of Jesus Christ was effective immediately after He
ascended to heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. Although His death had
completed the animal sacrifices and temple rituals which were required under the
Old Covenant, the priesthood continued to carry out these functions until the temple
was destroyed. With the destruction of the temple in 70AD, the priesthood of Aaron
and the Levites came to an end. There was no need for a physical priesthood on earth
because Jesus Christ was serving as High Priest in heaven above, making interces-
sion for sin before God the Father. The spiritual priesthood of Jesus Christ
superseded the priesthood of Aaron. The New Covenant has a greater High Priest -
the resurrected Jesus Christ - to make intercession for the people of God and to

propitiate their sins before God the Father.

In the same way, the spiritual temple in heaven has superseded the physical temple
that was on earth.-Undef the New iovenant, true beHdvers now have'direct access
through prayer to the throne of God the Father above. Jesus Christ sits at the right
hand of God the Father, where He carries out His spiritual work as High Priest:
" 'This is the covenant that I will establish with them after those days, says the
Lord: I will give My laws into their hearts, and I will inscribe them in their
minds [far from abolishing His laws]; and their sins and lawlessness I will not re-
member ever again.' Now where remission of these is, it is no longer necessary to
offer sacrifices for sin. Therefore, brethren, having confidence to enter intothe true
holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which He consecrated for us
through the veil (that is, His flesh), and having a great High Priest over the house of
God, let us approach God with a true heart, with full conviction of faith, our hearts
having been purified from a wicked conscience, and our bodies having been washed
with pure water" (Heb. l0:t6-22, AT).

True worshipers of God need no priesthood to intercede for them in an earthly
temple because they have direct access to the throne of God the Father in His heav-
enly temple, where Jesus Christ intercedes as High Priest. In addition, each one who
receives the Holy Spirit in his or her mind as a begettal from God the Father becomes
part of the temple of God. As the apostle Paul shows, God is now building a spiritual
temple within fleshly human beings through the indwelling of His Spirit: "Don't

you understand that you are God's temple? For the Spirit of God is dwelling in
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you. If anyone corrupts the temple of God, him shall God destroy; because the temple
of God is holy, which temple you are" (I Cor. 3:16-17, AT).

Isaiah prophesied of the spiritual temple that God is building: "For thus saith the
high and lofty One [God the Father] that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I
dwell in the high and holy place [the holy of holies in heaven], with him also that is
of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and revive the heart
of the contrite ones" (Isa. 57:15, KJn.

This spiritual temple is composed of all true believers, both Jews and Gentiles:"For through Him we both have direcl access by one Spirit to the Father. So then,
you are no longer aliens and foreigners, but fellow citizens of the saints and of the
household of God, being built up on the foundation of the apostles and proph-
ets, Jesus Christ Himself being the Cornerstonel in Whom all the building, be-
ing conjointly fitted together, is increasing into a holy temple in the Lord; in
Whom you also are being built together for a habitation of God in the Spirit"
(Eph. 2:18-22, AT).

The need for the earthly temple in Jerusalem was fulfilled and brought to comple-
tion by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which ended the Old Covenant and the need for
a physical priesthood. Under the New Covenant, the spiritual temple of God in heaven,
where Jesus Christ is High Priest, has superseded the physical temple of God on
earth. Through the intercession of Jesus Christ, each believer becomes a temple for
God's Holy Spirit, and the collective body of believers is built up as a holy temple in
the Lord.

Jesus Brought the Circumcision of the Flesh to Completion

When Jesus brought the Old Covenant to an end, the requirement for circumci-
sion of the flesh was superseded by spiritual circumcision of the heart. The apostle
Paul makes this very clear: "For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, neither is
circumcision that whichis external in the flesh; rather, the one who is i Jew is one
inwardly, and circumcision is of the heart, in the spirit and not in the letter; whose
praise is not from men but from God" (Rom. 2:28-29, AD.

Under the New Covenant, God does not require physical circumcision. Rather,
the spiritual circumcision of the heart has superseded the circumcision of the flesh.
Spiritual circumcision brings conversion of the mind and heart, which physical cir-
cumcision in the flesh could never accomplish. To be circumcised in the heart, a
person must repent of his or her sins and bebaptized by full immersion in water. The
act of baptism is a type of circumcision because the sins of the flesh are removed.
Then, through the laying on of hands, the believer receives the Holy Spirit, convert-
ing the heart and mind. The apostle Paul describes the spiritual circumcision that
takes place atbaptism: "Forin Him [Jesus Christ] dwells all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily; and you are complete in Him, Who is the Head of all principality and power;
in Whom also you were circumcised with the circumcision not made by hands,
in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ;
having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raisedwithHim
through the inner working of God, Who raised Him from the dead. And you, who
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were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, has He made alive
together with Him, having forgiven you all trespassesl' (Col. 2:9-13, AT).

Paul understood very clearly that the Gentile believers did not need to be circum-
cised in the flesh because they had received spiritual circumcision through faith in
Jesus Christ. The spiritual circumcision of the heart had superseded the physical
circumcision of the flesh. Likewise, all the animal sacrifices that were required for
sin were superseded by Jesus Christ's sacrifice once for all time. The physical priest-
hood of Aaron was replaced by the spiritual priesthood of Jesus Christ. The temple
of God in heaven has superseded the physical temple on earth, which was only a
copy of the heavenly one. When Jesus Christ brought the physical rituals of the Old
Covenant to completion, He did not abolish the law. Rather, the physical foretypes of
the Old Covenant were superseded by the spiritual fulfillment of the New Covenant.

Other Laws That Have Been Transfeted to the New Covenant

Under the Old Covenant, God gave authority to the priests and Levites, who
served at the altar, to collect tithes and offerings from the children of Israel. Under
the New Covenant, there is no priesthood of men but only one High Priest, Jesus
Christ, Who is "a high priest forever after the order of Melchisedec." The apostle
Paul explains that Melchisedec was Priest of God at Jerusalem in the days ofAbraham,
long before the Old Covenant was established. In describing how Abraham paid
tithes to Melchisedec, Paul reveals that He was the one Who later came to earth as
Jesus Christ: "Now on one hand, those from among the sons of Levi who receive the
priesthood are commanded by the law to collect tithes from the people, thatis,from
their brethren, even though they are all descended from Abraham; but on the other
hand, He [Jesus Christ, Who was Melchisedec of the Old Testament] Who was not
descended from them received tithes from Abraham. and blessed him who had the
promises. Now beyond all dispute, the inferior one is blessed by the superior one.

'And in the first case, men who die receive tithes; but in the other case, He of
Whom lr is witnessed that He lives forever. And in one sense. Levi. who receives
tithes, also gave tithes through Abraham; for he was still in his forefather's loins
when Melchisedec met him. Therefore, if perfection was indeed possible through
the Levitical priesthood - for thelaw thatthepeople received was based on it - what
further needwas therefor another priest to arise according to the order of Melchisedec,
and not to be named after the order of Aaron? For since the priesthood has changed,
it is obligatory that a change of the law [for the priesthood and the receiving of tithes
and offeringsl also take place; because the one of Whom these things are said
belongs to another tribe, from which no one was appointed to serve at the altar"
(Heb. 7:5-13, AT).

As Paul shows, the entire Levitical priesthood has been superseded by one im-
mortal High Priest, Jesus Christ, who is of the order of Melchisedec. There is no
longer a priesthood on earth ministering at the altar in the temple of God at Jerusa-
lem. However, there is still a need to teach the true worship of God, and to preach
and publish the Word of God as a witness to the world. Those who repent and believe
the gospel must be taught the way of eternal life that Jesus Christ committed to His
disciples. It is for this reason that Jesus Christ sent them forth as apostles to the
world, and it is for this reason that He raised up His church. Within the church, He
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has,provided a ministry lh_at,is able to teach the Word of God and to preach the gospel
to the world. Moreover,He has provided a_way to support the work of preachiig ihe
gospel and teaching the brethren of Jesus Christ. Instead of the priests ind Levit-es at
the temple collecting tithes and offerings, the authority to receiv^e tithes and offerings
has been transferred to the ministry of Jesus Christ bythe command of the Lord. The
apostle Paul makes this very clear: "Don't you understand that those who labor inthe
sacred things o_f th9 temple live from the- things of the temple, and those who are
mini_stering_at the altar are_partakers with the altar? In exacily the same way also,
the Lord did command that those who preach the gospeiare to live from the
gospel" (I Cor. 9:13-14, AT).

The command of God under the Old Covenant concerning the tithes and offer-
ings that the children of Israel were to give to the priests and Gvites was brought to
completion. Instead of abolishing the laws of tithei and offerings, Jesus Christ lrans-
ferred the authority to receive lithes and offerings to the ministdrs of the gospel, who
are under His authority as the High Priest and Mediator of the New Coienant.

How Did Jesus Christ Fulftll the Prophets?

Jesus also said that He had come to fulfill the prophets. How did Jesus fulfill the
prophets? During His life in the flesh, all the OldTeitament prophecies concerning
His firstcgTilg were fulfilled. These p_rophecies included His ririraculous concep-
tion and birth from the vilgin M*y, theflight to Egypt to escape Herod, the return to
Galilee and dwelling in Nazareth, th9 announcing iri His ministry by John the Bap-
tist, the healings- and mighty work-s 4"filg His ministry, the prea6tring of the gorp'"t
throughout the land of Judea and Galilee, the perseiution-and suffiring ttrit fbt-
lowed, His death by crucifixion, the place of Hisburial, and the time of thb resuffec-
tion. Most of the prophecies that were fulfilled concern His suffering and death on
the Passovgt_{u.y (See the section Twenty-eight Prophecies Fulfilled-in One Day on
pages 268-273.)

Although ngarly two thousand years have passed since these prophecies were
completed, all the pro_phecies about His second Coming have yet to b; fulfilled. There
are a great number of prophecies in both the Old Testament and the New Testament
that are awaiting fulfillment. Every prophecy in the Word of God will be fulfilled in
its set time as determined by God the Father. Jesus Christ did not abolish or set aside
a single prophecy or even a single word of the Old Testament scriptures. Remember
what Jesus said concerning the Scriptures: "For truly I say to you, until the heaven
and the earth shall pass away, onejot or one titfld shali in no way pass from the
Law until everything has been fulfilled" (Matt. 5:18, AT).

_-- Jesus-gave.an absolute guarantee that all the prophecies of Scripture will be ful-
filled in their time: "Now learn this parable from tne ng tree: When its branches have
already become tendeq and it puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. In
like manner also, when you see all these things [the events prophesied for the end
time taking placel, know that it [the second return of Jesus Christl is near, even at the
dogf.FytV I lqY to_you, this [end time] generation shall in no wise pass away
until all these things have taken place. The heaven and the earth shall iass away,
but not one of My words shall pass away. But concerning that day, and tire hour, no
one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only" (Matt. 24:32-36, AT).

83



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Life of Jesus Christ

According to the words of Jesus Christ, all the prophecies that are recorded in
Scripture will be fulfilled at the time that God has ordained. Jesus did not come to
abolish the words of the prophets, but to fulfill them. As He came in the flesh to
fulfill the prophecies of a Savior, so He will return in glory to fulfill the prophecies of
the coming King Who will bring the government of God to earth.

The Commandments of God
Are To Be Taught and Practiced Under the New Covenant

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus made it absolutely clear that the command-
ments of God are in force under the New Covenant: "Therefore, whoever shall
break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, shall be called
least in the kingdom of [from] heavenl but whoever shall practice and teach
them, this one shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 5:19, AT).

Which commandments of God are rejected and considered the least by main-
stream Christianitv todav? The two that are considered the least are the Fourth Com-
mandment and the S".ond Commandment. As strange as it may seem, many of those
who reject these commandments will profess to keep the other commandments and
claim that they are doing the will of God. But as the apostle James shows, breaking
even one of the commandments of God is sin, and brings the same condemnation as
breaking them all.

Let us examine the two commandments that are considered the least bv main-
stream Christianity, beginning with the Fourth Commandment: "Remember the
sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work: but the
seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work,
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy
cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: for in six days the LORD made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day:
wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it" (Ex.20:8-11,
KJV).

Nowhere in the entire Bible do we find a single scripture that changes the day of
rest and worship from the seventh day of the week to Sunday, the first day of the
week. Several scriptures are often used by Sunday keepers to support their belief that
Christians should worship on the first day of the week. However, when those scrip-
tures are correctly understood and interpreted, it is clear that Jesus Christ did not
change the Sabbath from the seventh day of the week to the first day of the week.

Jesus said, "The Sabbath was made for man. . ." (Mark 2:27 , AT). Contrary to the
teachings of mainstream theologians, God did not command Sabbath keeping for the
Jews only. In the beginning, God created the Sabbath day, hallowing the seventh day
as the weekly day of worship, when there was not a single Jew on earth. The only
humans at that time were Adam and Eve, the progenitors of all mankind. It was for
all humanity that God blessed and sanctified the seventh day, making it holy: "Thus

the heavens and the earth were finished. and all the host of them. And on the seventh
day [original reading of the Hebrew text: "the sixth day"] God ended His work which
He had made; and He rested on the seventh day from all His work which He had
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made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it He had
rested from all His work which God created and made" (Gen. 2:r-3, KJV).

The seventh day was sanctified at the creation of the world. God established that
day as a time for rest and worship from the beginning. He sanctified it, and blessed it,
and rested on it, setting the example for mankind. Down through the ages, the record
of this act of God has been preserved in the book of Genesis, one of the books of the
Law. Remember what Jesus Christ declared concerning the Law: "For truly I say to
you, until the heaven and the earth shalt pass away, one jot or one tittl6 shait in
no way pass from the Law until everything has been fulfilled" (Matt. 5:I8, AT).

Since God created time, and time is measured by the movement of the earth in
relationship to the heavens, time will exist as long as the heavens and the earth exist.
As long as thetreavens and the earth exist, the seventh-day Sabbath will not pass
from the Law. Consequently, the Fourth Commandment is still in force and rem-ains
binding on all mankind.

. C_ontrary to what mainstream Christianity may teach or what people may prac-
tice,_Sunday has never been and will never be the Lord's day. The seventh day of tne
week, called Saturday today, is the Lord's Sabbath day. Jesus Christ emphatically
declared that He is Lord of the Sabbath day: 'And He said to them, 'The Sabbath wai
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath; therefore, the Son of man is Lord even
of the Sabbath' " (Mark 2:27-28,AO. Jesus Himself declared that He is Lord of
the Sabbath - the seventh day of the week. Therefore, the Sabbath day is the
Lord's day - not Sunday.

Some have misconstrued Jesus' declaration that He is Lord of the Sabbath as
signifying that He was abolishing the Sabbath by His authority. This interpretarion
of Jesus' words is completely unfounded. Among the scholars who understand the
true meaning of these scriptures are the writers of The Anchor Bible Dictionary.
Notice what they have written about these critical verses: 'At times Jesus is inter-
preted to have abrogated or suspended the sabbath commandment on the basis of the
controversies brought about by sabbath healings and other acts. Careful analysis of
the respective passages does not seem to give credence to this interpretation. The
action of plucking the ears of grain on the sabbath by the disciples is particularly
important in this matter. Jesus makes a foundational pronouncement at that time in a
chiastically structured statement of antithetic parallelism: 'The sabbath was made
for man and not man for the sabbath' (Mark 2:27). The disciples'act of plucking the
gra,ry infringed against the rabbinic halakhafr of minute causistry in which iiwas
forbidden to reap, thresh, winnow, and grind on the sabbath (Sabb. 7 .2). Here again
rabbinic sabbath halakhah is rejected, as in other sabbath conflicts. Jesus reforms
the sabbath and restores its rightful place as designed in creation, where sabbath is
made for all mankind and not specifically for Israel, as claimed by normative Juda-
ism (c/ Jub.2:19-20, see D.3). The subsequent logion, 'The Son of Man is Lord even
of the sabbath'(Mark 2:28; Matt. 12:8; Luke 6:5), indicates that man-made sabbath
halakhah does not rule the sabbath, but that the Son of Man as Lord determines the
true meaning of the sabbath. The sabbath activities of Jesus are neitherhurtful provo-
cations nor mere protests against rabbinic legal restrictions, but are part oflesus'
essential proclamation of the inbreaking of the kingdom of God in wtrlctr man is
taught the original meaning of the sabbath as the recurring weekly proleptic 'day of
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the Lord' in which God manifests his healing and saving rulership over man"
(vol. 5, pp. 85a-55).

As these scholars show, the Gospel accounts do not support the widespread belief
that Jesus abolished the Sabbath day. Rather, as the Lord of the Sabbath, He taught
the true meaning of the Sabbath day and set the example for its proper observance.
His apostles continued to keep the Sabbath and to teach the early believers to keep it,
as Paul's epistle to the Hebrews clearly demonstrates. The apostle Paul wrote this
epistle between 62 and 65 AD, more than thirty years after the beginning of the New
Testament church. In his epistle, Paul makes it absolutely clear that the seventh-day
Sabbath had not been abolished. At that time, there were false ministers who were
teaching that Sunday, the first day of the week, had replaced the Sabbath. To counter
these false teachings, Paul gave the brethren a sober warning that to reject the
Sabbath and neglect to rest and worship God was sin, just as it was for the children
of Israel in the wilderness:

"For He spoke in a certain place about the seventh day in this manner: 'And God
rested on the seventh day from all His works'; and again concerning this: 'If they
shall enter into My rest.'Consequently, since it remains for some to enter into it, and
those who had previously heard the gospel did not enter in because of disobedience,
again He marks out a certain day, 'Today,'saying in David after so long a time (ex-
actly as it has been quoted above), 'Today, if you will hear His voice, harden not your
hearts.' For if Joshua had given them rest, He would not have spoken long afterwards
of another day. Therefore, there remains Sabbath keeping for the people of God"
(Heb. 4:4-9,A2). Paul did not write, "There remains Sabbath keeping for the Jews."
He clearly declared, "There remains Sabbath keeping for the people of God." The
people of God include the Gentiles as well as the Jews (I Pet. 2:1 0 and Eph. 2:1 1 - 1 9).

Many ministers and theologians have applied the opposite meaning to Hebrews
4:9. They have completely misinterpreted the King James translation of this verse,
which reads, "There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God." They teach that
Christians are no longer required to observe the Sabbath because Jesus Christ has
given them "rest" by "fulfilling the law" for them and thereby releasing them from
commandment keeping. Such reasoning is completely false. Jesus did not fulfill the
commandments of God in order to release us from the obligation to keep them, but to
set the example for us (I Pet. 2:21-22,I John 3:4).

When we understand the meaning of the Greek text, there is no question that the
New Testament upholds the authority of the Fourth Commandment for Christians
today. The Greek word that is used in Hebrews 4:9 is ocxBBortopoq sabbatismos,
which means "Sabbath rest, Sabbath observance" (Arndt and Gingrich, A
Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament). This definition of the Greek word
sabbatismos is confirmed by other historical works: "The words 'sabbath rest' trans-
late the GK noun sabbatismos, a unique word in the NT. This term appears also in
Plutarch (Superset. 3 [Moralia 166a]) for sabbath observance, and in four post-
canonical Christian writings which are not dependent on Heb. 4;9" (The Anchor
Bible Dictionary, vol. 5, p. 856).

The Greek word ocrBBaoopoq sabbatismos is a noun. The verb form of the
word is ouBBcro(crl sabbatizo, which means "to keep the Sabbath" (Arndt and
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Gingril:h, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament). The meani ng of sabbatizo
is confirmed by its use in the Septuagint, a Greek translation of the dld Testament
which dates from the third century BC. It is called the Septuagint, meaning "Sev-
e1ty,l', because the first five books were translated by sev^enty scholars wh-o were
Greek-speaki.nS Jews in Alexandria, Egypt. The Septuagint was used by the Jews in
synagogues throughout the Roman Empire, and by the-Greek-speakin! Jewish and
Gentile converts in the early New Testament churihes.

__ -Th" apg!!!e Paul quotes exclusively from the Septuagint in his epistle to the
Hebrews. When Paul used the Greek word ooBBatropog sabbatismos in
Hebrews 4:9,he knew that the meaning of this word was weli knbwn to the Greek-
speaking believers of that day. The verb form oaBBott( a sabbatizo was used in the
Septuagint, which was as familiar to the believer's of New Testament times as the
King James Bible is to Christians today.

- A Greek-English L_exicon of the Septuagint defines oaBBcro(a sabbatizo as "to
keep sabbalh, to rest" (Lust, Eynikel, Hauspie). The use of the verb sabbatizo in
Leviticus 23:32 in the^ Septuagint leaves no room to mistake its meaning. Here is the
English translation of this verse in the Septuagint: "It [the Day of Atoriement] shall
be a holy t{buth_ literally, 

"a Sabbath oT Sa6baths"] to youi and ye shall humble
your souls, flom the ninth {ry o_f the month: from evening to evening shalt ye keep
your sabbaths" (Brenton, The Septuagint With Apocrypha).

The clause "shall ye keep your sabbaths" is translated from the Greek words
ocrBBcxoerxlx..roaBpata sabbatieite ta sabbata, which literallv mean. "You shall
sabbathize the Sabbaths." The Greek verb ooBBcrn€rr€ sabbatieite, *hi.h means*ye shall keep," iq lhe second person plural form-of the verb ooBBcrc( a sabbatizo.
Since the verb sabbatizo means "to keep the Sabbath," this verb applies not only to
the weekly Sabbath and the annual sabbaths of God, but also to God's command for
theseventh-year-rest from farming the land. Throughout the Septuagint, the verb
oaBBan(a sabbatizo is used in relation to Sabbath-keeping and'Sab6ath rest only.

In accord with this definition, the KJV translates ocrBBcrrtewe sabbatieite in
Leviticus 23:32 as "shall ygcelebrate your sabbath." Theie'is no question that this
form of the Greek verb sabbatizo is specifically referring to Sab6ath observance.
This meaning-aPPlies,equally !o the noun form bcrBBacopog sabbatismos, which
we find in Paul's epistle_to the Hebrews. The fact that'Paul uses the Septuagint trans-
lation.in this epistle confirms that the meaning of the word oaBBocotrtogsiUUatismos
in Hebrews 4:9 is in complete accord with the meaning of's'abbatieni in Leviticus
23:32. Paul is clearly upholding the observance of the Sabbath, the seventh day of
the week.

The use of the Greek word sabbatismos in Hebrews 4:9 clearly shows that the
teaching that the Fourth Commandment has been abolished is a falie interpretation
and doctrine. As the context of this verse shows, the observance of the seuenth dav as
a day-o_f resl gnd worship is as binding for the people of God today as it was for Isiael
of old.In addition to the weekly Sabbath, the annual holy days thit God commanded,
which are also called Sabbaths, are included in the Fourtli Commandment. In the
same manner as true believers are commanded to keep the seventh-day Sabbath,
they are also commanded to observe the annual holy dlys of God. The earlv New
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Testament churches kept the holy days of God, as determined by the calculated He-
brew Calendar. The apostle Paul kept the holy days and commanded Gentile con-
verts to keep them (I Cor. 5:7-8). None of the apostles or the early converts to
Christianity observed the pagan holidays that are now called Christmas and Easter.
These holidays, which originated in sun worship, were later adopted into Christian-
ity through the influence of the Roman church. They became false substitutes for the
annual holy days that are commanded by God, just as Sunday has become a false
substitute for the weekly Sabbath. (If the reader desires to know more about the
Sabbath and the holy days of God, please write to the publisher at the address in the
front of the book.)

As the Roman church succeeded in subverting the observance of the Fourth Com-
mandment by Christians, so it succeeded in subverting the observance of the Second
Commandment, which prohibits the use of idols and images in worship. There is no
ambiguity in the wording of this command of God: "Thou shalt not make unto
thee any grayen image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: thou shalt
not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third
and fourth generation of them that hate Me; and showing mercy unto thou-
sands of them that love Me, and keep My commandments" (Ex. 20:4-6, KJV).

Because this commandment is so clear in its condemnation of idols and images,
the Roman church has removed it from their listing of the Ten Commandments in all
their catechisms. In order to make up for the missing commandment, they have split
the Tenth Commandment into two commandments. Although they have officially
removed the Second Commandment from their catechisms, because they cannot jus-
tify their unlawful use of idols and images, the full text of the Second Command-
ment remains in their approved Bibles as a testimony against their idolatry.

The Second Commandment makes it absolutely clear that God abhors the use of
idols and images of any kind by His people. Yet the churches of professing Christian-
ity are filled with idols, images and pictures. But no church, however greatit may be
in the world, can justify the use of idols and images in its worship when God has
strictly forbidden this practice. God the Father and Jesus Christ cannot be worshiped
through idols or images. Nor will God tolerate the use of images to worship and
venerate other persons or beings. The worship of Mary and the veneration of the
apostles and other saints has no place in true Christianity. All such worship is strictly
forbidden by the Second Commandment. It is blatant idolatry to venerate any person
or being in addition to or in place of God. The apostle Paul warned the believers of
his day that those who take part in idolatry will suffer the judgment of God, as did the
Israelites of old who committed this sin. Notice what Paul wrote to the believers at
Corinth, who were being tempted to return to their former idolatry, as Israel had
returned to the idolatry of Egypt: "Neither be idolaters, as were some of them; as it
is written, 'The people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.' Neither
should we commit sexual immorality, for some of them committed this sin, and
twenty-three thousand were destroyed in one day. Neither should we tempt Christ, as
some of them also tempted Him, and were killed by serpents....Wherefore, my
beloved, flee from idolatry" (I Cor. l0:7-9,14, AT).
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Paul's warning to the Corinthians makes it clear that the Second Commandment
is still in force. It is even more binding under the New Covenant than it was under the
Old, because Jesus has magnified it by llis 9xapn19 and His teaching. The worship
of God in spirit and in truthrequires loving God ririth the whole heart"and mind. The
true worship of God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ leaves no room in the heart
and mind to worship o_thers. As the Scriptures show, idolatry begins in the mind and
heart. Notice the words of God in the book of Ezekiel: "t'hen"came certain of the
elders of Israel unto me, and sat before me. And the word of the LORD came unto
me, saying., '99t 

qrf ryan, these men h^ave set.up their idols in their heart, and put
the stumblingblock oftheir iniquity before their iace: should I be inquired of at afiUy
them? Therefore lpeak unto them, and say unto them, ooThus saith the Lord GOD;
eyery man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth
1]t. $gping_block of his iniquitV befo_re his iace, and cometh to the proptret; f
the LORD will answer him that cometh according to the multitude oirrii iaofs;
that I may take the house of fsrael in their ow[ heart, because thev are all
estranged from me through their idols."

" 'Therefore say unto the house of Israel, "Thus saith the Lord GOD; repent,
and turn yourselves from your idots; and turn away your faces from'all youi
abominations. For every gn_e-of the house of Israel, or oitire stranger that sojourneth
in Israel, which separateth himself from Me, and setteth up hisfdols in his heart,
and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, 

^and 
cometh to a prophei

to inquire of him concerning Me; I the L-ORD will answer him by Myself: and I will
set Myface against that man, and will make him a sign and a ptou"rb, and I will cut
him off from the midst of My people; and ye shail [now thit t am tie LORD" ' "
(Ezek.14:1-8, KJV).

Like Israel of old, the believers in the New Testament churches were drawn away
from the true worship of God and led into idol worship. Images of pagan deities were
introduced into the churches and palmed off as repreientati6ns ofieius' mother and
Hp apgslles. More- and more images were added, each said to represent a chosen
saint of God. But the apostle Paulleveals the true origin of these idols: o'Now then
what shall I say? That an idol is anything, or that wliich is sacrificed ro an idol is
anything? But that which the Gentiies sairifice, they sacrifice to demons, and not
to God. Now I do_no! wish you to have fetlowship with demons. You cannot
9{iTf *t_"\p of the Lord and the cup of demonsl You cannot partake of the
table of the Lord, and, the table of dembns" (I Cor. l0:I9-21, An.

. T!" apostle John understood the pagan origin of the images that were brought
into the ?*1y churches, drawing many believ&s into a false'worship. Towara fte
close of the first century John wlote tliree different epistles to admonish the believ-
ers to remain faithful to the true worship 9f God. Afthe end of his first epistle, he
commanded, "Little children, keep yourselves from idols" (I John 5:2r, A7�).

T.hgre I."g question that, in the Old Testament and the New Testament, any
worshipof idols and images is condemned. Those who teach and practice the use of
idols and images to worship God are in direct defiance of the Second Commandment
and will be rejected by Him. God the Father and Jesus Christ will not share Their
glory and honor with an idol. Any attempt to worship God through the use of an
idol, or physical object of any kind, including rosaries or prayer beaIs, is worshiping
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in vain. True worship requires loving God with the whole heart and mind, in spirit
and in truth, leaving no room for reverence or devotion to images created by the
imaginations and hands of men.

The Spirit und Intent of the Law and the Prophets

The purpose of the Law and the Prophets, and all the writings of the Old
Testament, was to teach the people to love and worship God, and Him alone. Jesus
Christ revealed the spirit and intent of the Law and the Prophets when He was asked
which commandment was the greatest. Notice: 'And one of them, a doctor of the
law, questioned Him, tempting Him, and saying, 'Master, which commandment ls
the great commandment in the law?' And Jesus said to him, 'You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.'
This is the first and greatest commandmentl and the second one is like it: 'You

shall love your neighbor as yourself.'On these two commandments hang all the
Law and the Prophets" (Matt.22:35-40, AT).

Under the New Covenant, true worship and love toward God is made possible
through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, which enables the believer to reverence
God and obey Him from the heart. Through faith in Jesus Christ and the indwelling
of the Holy Spirit, the believer learns to obey every command of God in the full spirit
and intent of the law, as magnified by Jesus Christ. This is the manner in which every
true believer will be keepin-g the laws and commandments of God, because he or sh-e
loves God the Father and Jesus Christ with all the heart, mind, soul and strength.
This righteousness, which is based on faith and love, far exceeds the righteousness
of the scribes and Pharisees. Jesus said, "For I say to you, unless your righteousness
shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, there is no way that you
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 5:20, AT).

The righteousness that exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees is
the righteousness of Jesus Christ, Who obeyed all of His Father's commandments in
the full spirit and intent of the law. Through faith, His righteousness is imputed to
each believer who loves God and keeps His commandments. This imputed righ-
teousness is a gift that the believer receives through the abundance of the Father's
grace. It is called "the righteousness of faith" because only through faith in Jesus
Christ is it possible to partake of this righteousness.

The Righteousness of Faith of the Trae Believer

When a believer is justified from past sins through faith in the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ, and is baptized by full immersion in water, he or she receives the gift of the
Holy Spirit as a begettal from God the Father. Then the Father imputes to the believer
the very righteousness of Jesus Christ, that "grace might reign through righteousness
into eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom. 5:2I, AT).

The righteousness of Jesus Christ, which is imputed to the believer by God the
Father, far exceeds the righteousness required by the letter of the law. His spiritual
obedience was so perfect, pure and wholehearted that He always did the things that
pleased God the Father. This perfect righteousness was accomplished through the
power of the Holy Spirit, which Jesus received without measure from the Father.
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By His personal example and His teachings, Jesus magnified the laws and com-
mandments of God and revealed the fullness of their inteniand meaning. He showed
that.the spirit of the law does not nullify the letter of the law but r"qiir"r a fuller,
spiritual obedience.,fhi! spiritual obedience is beyond the capacity'of the naturai
mind and human will and can onlybe accomplished-through Jesus Christ. The Scrip-
tures reveal that when the believer is begotten with the Holy Spirit of God the Father,
he or she_begins to receive the very mind of Christ. With Christ's mind, the believer
ij strengthened to live by elery word of God in the full spirit of the law. The apostle
Paul describes this ggirilual_transformation in the mind as^ "Christ in you, the hope of
glofY" (Col. 1 :27 , AT). Each believer begins to have the laws and commandments of
God written upon his or her mind: "BuiHe, after offering one sacrifice for sins for
ever, sat down at the right hand of God. Since that time, He is waitine until His
enemies are placed as a footstool for His feet. For by one offering He his obtained
eternal perfection for those who are being sanctified. And the Iloly Spirit is also
9"ul_ttg wlttgss to us; for after He had previously said, 'This is the covenant that
I will establish with them after those days, says the Lord: I will give My laws
into their hearts, and I will inscribe them in iheir minds; and tEeir sins and
Iawlessness I will not remember ever again' " (Heb. r0:14-il, AT\.

Under the New Covenant, the laws and commandments of God are inscribed in
the mind of each believerthrough the gift of the Holy Spirit, which gives the believer
the power to bring forth the fruits of righteousness untb eternal hfJ.

Rejecting the Commandments of God Is Lawlessnes,r

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus left no doubt that the commandments of God
g" tq be taught and practiced_not onfy in the letter of the law but in the spirit of the
law. Anyone who teaches that Jesus Christ abolished the laws and commaridments of
God is a liar. As He was completing the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus warned of false
prophets who would teach that obedience to the commandments and laws of God is
no longerrequired: "But beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's cloth-
ing;.for within they areravening_wolves....Therefore, you shall assuredly kriow them
by their frult9. Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lordr' shalt erite" into the
kingdom of heave_n; but the one who is doing the witl of My Father, Who is in
heaven_. Uury will say, to_Me_in that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we noi prophesy
thrgug! Your name? And, did we not caCt out demons.through Youl- nbme?
!n!_(a we not perform many works of power through Your nime?' And then
I will confess to them, 'r never knew you. Depart Trom Me, you who work
lawlessness' " (Matt. 7 :15, 20-23, AT).

These ProPFgll and teachers are not of God in spite of the fact that they use Jesus'
name, and call Him their Lord, and even do wonderful works in His name. Thev
present themselves as His ministers and preachers of truth, but in reality they are
serving the_god of this world, Satan the d-evil, who rejected the commandments of
God from the beginning. Everyone who teaches disob"edience to the laws and com-
mandments of God is following in the steps of Satan, who was the first lawbreaker.
That is why_Jesus told the Pharisees that their father was the devil. While professing
to teach and practice the laws and commandments of God, they were teaching anE
practicing their own religious laws and traditions in place of thi: commandmeits of
God.
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During His ministry, Jesus condemned the religious leaders of Judaism for their
traditions, which they held in higher esteem than the laws and commandments of
God. He made it clear that in observing their own human traditions, they were reject-
ing the commandments of God: "...The Pharisees and the scribes questioned Him,
saying, 'Why don't Your disciples walk according to the tradition of the elders, but
eat bread with unwashed hands?'And He answered and said to them, 'Well did Isaiah
prophesy concerning you hypocrites, as it is written, "This people honor me with
their lips, but their hearts are far away from Me." But in vain do they worship
Me, teaching for doctrine the commandments of men. For leaving the command-
ment of God, you hold fast the tradition of men, such as the washing of pots and
cups; and you practice many other things like this.'

"Then He said to them, 'Full well do you reject the commandment of God, so
that you may observe your own tradition. For Moses said, "Honor your father and
your mother"; and, "The one who speaks evil of father or mother, let him be put to
death." But you say, "If a man shall say to his father or mother, 'Whatever benefit
you might receive from me is corban' (that is, set aside as a grft to God), he is
not obligated to help his parents." And you excuse him from doing anything for
his father or his mother, nullifying the authority of the Word of God by your
tradition which you have passed downl and you practice many traditions such
as this' " (Mark 7:5-13, AT).

Most of the world's professing Christians have committed the same mistake as
the Pharisaic Jews. Many church denominations teach that divine revelation is con-
tained in church tradition as well as in Holy Scripture. In the majority of churches,
the religious leaders elevate their traditions to a higher status than the Word of God.
It is evident that they have done so with the Fourth Commandment. They have ex-
alted their unscriptural tradition of Sunday-keeping above the Sabbath command-
ment of God. In rejecting His commandment to keep the Sabbath day holy, they have
become lawbreakers in His eyes. According to Jesirs'teaching, they areworkers of
lawlessness. Likewise, those churches that rise any form of idoJs - including statues,
pictures, relics, icons or other symbolic objects - are rejecting the Second
Commandment for the sake of their tradition. Because they are breaking the
commandment of God, they are guilty of practicing lawlessness.

In his first epistle, the apostle John clearly defines lawlessness: "Whosoever

committeth sin transgresseth also the law, for sin is the transgression of the law"
(I John 3:4, KJV). Although this is a correct translation, it does not convey the
literal meaning of the Greek text. Here is a more precise translation of John's words:
"Everyone who is practicing sin is also practicing lawlessness, for sin is
lawlessness" (AD.

To practice lawlessness is to live in a state of sin, committing sin as a habitual
way of life. In other words, lawlessness is the habitual breaking of God's laws and
commandments, which is sin. Religious leaders who teach and practice lawlessness
appear to be righteous, because they use the names of God and Jesus Christ and often
quote Scripture. However, they are not true servants of God because they reject His
laws and commandments.
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The apostle Jude, the brother of Jesus Christ, witnessed the rise of lawlessness
among the churches of his day. Jude.delivered an.urgent plea to the believers to reject
u.ngodlV teachers of lawlessness, who were turning-the gtac" of God into license to
sin by preaching 

391p gospel -of faith without-ob.diin.", and by replacing the
commandments of God with traditions that originated in ancient paganism. N6tice
what Jude wrote: "Beloved, when personally &erting all my diligeice to write to
you concerning the common salvation,.I_wai compelled to write io you, exhorting
yort toferv%tly fighl for the faith which oncefor all time has beeir detivered to
the saints. For certain men have stealthily crefitin; these are the ones who a long
time a_go have bee_n written about, -condemninf them to this judgm ent. They irZ
gngo$ly men' who are perver_ting thg grace of our God,"turning ii into
licentiousness, and are denying the only Ldrd God and our Lord Jesus christ"
(Jude 3-4, AT).

, Tlt" apostle Peter also warned of false teachers who would reject the way of
obedience to God's commandments, as taught and practiced by JeJus Christ: ..But
there were also false prophets among the people, as indeed there witt be false teach-
ers among You, who will stealthily introduce destructive heresies, personally
denying the r ,ord who bought them tQv rqectlng His teachingsl, utti bringin!
swift destruction upon themselves.Andhairy peiple will folloi-as authorititivZ
[exalting churc'tr tradition] their des_tructiv_e *3i.; ind because of them, the way
of the truth will be blasphemed" (II pet.2:1-2:AD.

Those Wlo Reject the Commandments of God
Are Judging the Law and the l^awgiier

Those who teach that the commandments of God have been abolished have pre-
supplqously passed judgment on the laws of God and declared them to be null^and
void. Notice: "fn fact, the whole law of Moses has been rendered inoperative. The
New Testament message is clear for all who have 'ears to hear.' The wtrole of the
law of Moses has been rendered inoperative by the death of the Lord jesus. The
$w.'.in its.entirety, no longer has any immediaie and forensic auttrorit--y or juris-
diction whatsoever over anyone....Christ is the complete end and fumff-"nt of all
of the laws'613 commandments, ending th_eirjurisdictibn overus completely" (Tardo,
Sunday Facts & Sabbath Fiction, p. Z6-Zly. 

-

By nullifying the laws of God in this manner, the religious teachers of this world
are denyinq th-" authority of God as Lawgiver. The ap6stle James condemns this
ungodly_attitude, which presumes to judgelhe laws thai God has established for all
mankind. Notice: "Brethren, do not be talking against one another. The one who is
talking.ag_ainst a_brother, and is judging his 6r;ther, is speaking agaittrt th. lu*,
and is judging the law. But ifyou are judging the iaw, you arJno"t a doer of the
law; rather,y-ou are a jydge. But there is only one Lawgiver, who hui po*." to
save and to destroy. Who are you, whoever is judging a"nother?" (Jamej4: ll-I2,
AT.\

. .Those who judge the laws of God are, in fact, usurping the authority of God, Who
is the only Lawgiver. To judgg the laws and comman^dm-ents of God inO rejeci A11n
as Lawgiver is the epitome of lawlessness. This spirit ofjudging God and His laws is
the spirit and attitude of Satan the devil, and the foundatioil oiall relieions that are
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based on the traditions and commandments of men. This form of religion is rooted in
human self-righteousness, not in the righteousness that Jesus Christ taught and
practiced.

The book of Job holds a lasting lesson for all who exalt their own righteousness
above the righteousness of God. The ancient patriarch Job viewed himself as righ-
teous because he continually offered sacrifices to God. However, he began to exalt
himself and trust in his own righteousness, rather than trusting in God. He bragged
and boasted of his own righteousness so much that God brought a series of grievous
trials upon Job. After losing his children and all his possessions, he was smitten with
boils from his head to his toes. When his trial was more than he could bear, three
friends came to visit him, but they did not give him any comfort. His friends began to
accuse him of evildoing and urged him to repent in order to escape further punish-
ment from God. The more they condemned him, the more Job defended his own
righteousness. He began to condemn God and accuse Him of being unjust and un-
righteous in His acts. When he expressed a desire to plead his cause before God
Himself, God responded by answering him in person: "Then answered the LORD
unto Job out of the whirlwind, and said, 'Gird up thy loins now like a man: I will
demand of thee, and declare thou unto Me. Wilt thou also disannul My judgment?
wilt thou condemn Me, that thou mayest be righteous?' " (Job 40:6-8, KJU)

These words of God also apply to the self-righteous attitude that the workers of
lawlessness have toward God's laws and commandments. They disannul God's judg-
ment by claiming that His holy, righteous and spiritual laws are evil and harsh, and
that keeping them is a curse. In doing this, they are condemning God and going
about to establish their own righteousness. Because they use the Scriptures and re-
tain some of the commandments of God in their self-righteous religion, they appear
to teach the way to salvation. But their self-righteous traditions and false grace will
not bring salvation. As Job learned, God, and God alone, is Savior. He powerfully
declared to Job that his own righteousness could never save him: "Hast thou an arm
like God? or canst thou thunder with a voice like Him? Deck thyself now with
majesty and excellency; and array thyself with glory and beauty. Cast abroad the
rage of thy wrath: and behold everyone that is proud, and abase him. Look on every
one that is proud, andbring him low; and tread down the wicked in their place. Hide
them in the dust together; and bind their faces in secret. Then will I also confess
unto thee that thine own right hand can save thee" (verses 9-14, KJV).

After hearing these words of God, Job abhorred himself for his sin of self-righ-
teousness and repented to God "in dust and ashes" (Job 42:6). That is what profess-
ing Christians of this world need to do. They need to forsake the self-righteous
traditions of men that they have been practicing and submit to the righteousness of
God the Father and Jesus Christ.

The leaders of Christianity today need to remember the words of warning that
Jesus spoke to the scribes and Pharisees during His ministry. Like these self-righ-
teous leaders of the Jews, the leaders of the Christian churches have adopted tradi-
tions and dogmas that conflict with the commandments of God. A close examination
of the history of Christianity will show that the traditional doctrines and practices of
the churches of this world are not the teachings of Jesus Christ. True Christianity, as
originally taught by Jesus Christ and His apostles, was subverted from within by
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false teachers of lawlessness. The teachings of these "ungodly men" that Jude and
Peter wrote about were passed down in the writings of the "early church fathers" and
were accepted by the Roman church as authoritative traditions. Through the centu-
ries the Roman church grew in power, using its influence to stamp out every remain-
ing vestige of the true teachings of Jesus Christ. After a power struggle between the
bishop of Rome and the bishop of Constantinople, the church split into the Roman
Catholic and the Eastern Orthodox churches.

As the influence of the Orthodox church dominated the East, so the teachings of
the Roman Catholic Church molded the thinking of the entire Western world. The
authority of Catholic doctrine and tradition was not seriously challenged until the
time of Martin Luther. When Martin Luther rejected the comrption and lawlessness
of the Roman Catholic Church, he appeared to be seeking the truth of God. He la-
bored diligently to translate the Scriptures into the German language so that the
common people could read and learn from the Word of God. But the religion that
developed as a result of Martin Luther's teachings, known as Lutheranism, did not
restore the true teachings of Jesus Christ. The reformation that Martin Luther initi-
ated was never completed, because he rejected the Second and Fourth Command-
ments. As a result, the new religion that he founded began to promote another form
of lawlessness.

Luther taught that a person who had been saved through the grace of God could
not lose salvation, regardless of the degree or intensity of the sins that might be
committed. This perverse teaching is clearly expressed in a letter written by Luther:
"Be a sinner, and let your sins be strong, but let your faith in Christ be stronger, and
rejoice in Christ who is the victor over sin, death, and the world. We will commit sins
while we are here, for this life is not a place where righteousness can exist. . ..No sin
can separate us from Him, even if we were to kill or commit adultery a thou-
sand times each day" (Martin Luther, Saemmtliche Schriften, Letter 99, 1 August
152I, translated by Erika Flores rn The Wittenberg Project, The Wartburg Segment,
as published in Grace and Knowledge, Issue 8, September 2000, Article
"Ecclesiasticus: The Wisdom of Ben-Sirach," p.27).

The words of Martin Luther reveal the depth of lawlessness to which many reli-
gious leaders have descended. This teaching is the epitome of the perverted "grace"

that Jude condemned, which rejects the commandments of God and grants license to
commit sin with no limitations whatsoever. Luther's teaching concerning murder
and adultery is diametrically opposed to the teachings of Jesus Christ, Who magni-
fied and greatly expanded the application of the Sixth and Seventh Commandments.

The promoters of lawlessness have succeeded in deceiving the vast majority of
professing Christians into accepting a false grace. As the New Testament shows, this
distorted view of grace does not lead to salvation. In the Judgment Day, the teachers
of lawlessness, who have been honored as religious leaders and have even done note-
worthy deeds in the name of Jesus Christ, will be rejected: "Many will say to Me in
that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy throughYour name? And did we not cast
out demons through Your name? And did we not pertorrn many works of power
through Your name?' And then I will confess to them, 'I never knew you. Depart
from Me, you who work lawlessness' " (Matt.7:22-23, AT).
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The workers of lawlessness will depart into the lake of fire to suffer the judgment
of eternal death, from which there is no resurrection: "But the fearful, and unbeliev-
ing, and abominable, and murderers, and fornicators, and sorcerers, and idola-
ters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake that burns with fire and
brimstone; which is the second death" (Rev. 2l.8, AT).

Dgring His ministry, Jesus declared that those who refuse to hear His teachings
would be judged by the words He had spoken. Notice: "Then Jesus called out and
said, 'The one who believes in Me does not believe in Me, but in HimWho sent Me.
And the one who sees Me sees Him Who sent Me. I have come as alight into the
world, so that everyone who believes in Me may not remain in darkness. But if
anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not
c_ome to judge the world, but to save the world. The one who rejects Me and
does not receive My words has one who judges him; the word wtrich I have
qPokenrthat shall judge him in the last day. For I have not spoken from Myself;
but the Father, Who sent Me, gave Me commandment Himself, what I should
say and what I should speak. And I know that His commandment is eternal
life. Therefore, whatever I speak, I speak exactly as the Father has told Me"
(John 12:44-50, AT).

__The teachings of Jesus Christ, as recorded in the Sermon on the Mount, carry the
full authority of God the Father: 'oNow it came to pass that when Jesus had fin-
ished these words, the multitudes were amazed at His teaching; for He taught
them as one Who had authorityo and not as the scribes" (Matt. 7:28-29).In the
Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught the full intent and application of the laws and
commandments of God, which is the spiritual standard for the New Covenant. This
is the standard by which every true believer is now being judged, and by which all
mankind will ultimately be judged.

.*d'E- * tk'

Mountains in Judea
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1.. But seeing themultitudes, He went up into 20. And He lifted up His eyes upon His dis-
the,mountain; and when He sat down, His dis- ciples and said, "Bleised ari you,-thepoor, for
ciples.c_ame to Him. y6urs is the kingdom of God.
2.AndHeopenedHismouth andtaughtthem, 2l.Blessed arelhosewhohungernow,foryou
s^aypg, shall be filled. Blessed are those who weep
3. "Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is now, for you shall laugh.u
the kingdom of heaven. 22. Bless-ed are you wlen men shall hate vou.
4. Blessed are those who mourn; for they shall and when they Jhall cut you off, and shali re-
be comforted.a _ proach you, andcast out your name as wicked,
5. Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit for the Son of man's sake.
the earth.b
6. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst behold, great is your reward in heaven; ioi their
lftg righteousn€ss; for !!rgy shall be filled." fathers did these same things to the prophers.
7. Blessed are the merciful; for they shall find 24. But woe to you, the riih, for ybu 

^are 
re-

Tefgy.o ceiving yout corisolation!
8. Blgss.e$ are the pure in heart; for they shall 25. Woe to you who have been filled, for you
see God." _ shall hungei! Woe to you who laugh now, for
9. Blessed-are the pgqcemakers; for they shall you shall mourn and weep!
be called the sons of God. 26. Woe to you when all men shall speak well
10. Blessed are those who have been-persecuted of you! Fof their fathers did these saine things
f9r tle sake_of righteousness; for theirs is the to lhe false prophers.
kingdom ofheaven.
11. Blessed are you when they shall reproach
you, and shall persecute you, and shall falsely
say every wicked thing against you, for My
sake.
12. Rejoice and be filled with joy, for great is
your reward in heaven; for in this same manner
they persecuted the prophets who were before
you.

a - Isa. 6l:2-3 b - Psa. 37:ll; Isa. 29:19 c - Psa. 63:l-4, 84:l-2
d - Psa. 18:25; Prov. 11: 17 e - Psa. 24:3-5
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s0. JESUS, THROUGHOUT THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT.
GIVES THE FULL SPIRITUAL MEANING AND

AMPLIFICATION OF GOD'S LAW

MATTHEW 5 LUKE 6

51. TRUE CHRISTIANS ARE TO BE THE SALT OF THE EARTH
AND THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

MATTHEW 5

13. You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless. with what shall it be
salted? For it no longer has any strength, but is to be thrown out, and to be trampled upon by
men.
14. You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a mountain cannot be hid.
15..Neither do--thgy light a lamp and put it under a bushelbasket, but on the lampstand; and
it shines for all who are in the house.
16. In the-same way also, yo_u qle to let your light shine before men, so that they may see
your good works, and may glorify your Father Who is in heaven.

97



A Hqrmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfu of Jesus Christ

52. JESUS CAME TO MAGNIFY AND FINISH GIVING THE LAW -
HE PREACHED OBEDIENCE TO THE LAWS OF GOD

MATTHEW 5
17. Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but
to fulfill.
18. For truly { say to you, until.the heaven and the earth shall pass away, one jot or one tittle shall in
q9 y?y pass from the Law until everything has been fulfilled.
19. Therefore, whoever shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, shall
be called least in the \ingdom of heaven; but whoever shall practice and teach them. this one shall
be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
?9. fot l say to you, unless, your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, there is no way that you shall enter into the kingdom of heaven.

53. EXAMPLES OF THE SPIRITUAL APPLICATION OF THE LAW

MATTHBW 5
21. You have heard that it was said to those in ancient times,'You shall not commit murder: but
whoever commits murder shall be subject to judgment.'a
22. But I say to you, everyone,who i-s 11g* w-ith_hiq brother without cause shall be subject to
ludgment. Now y^ozl have heard it said,'Whoever shall say to his brother, "Raca," shall be subject
to the judgment of the council.' Btrt I say to you, whoever shall say, 'Youfoiol,'shail be subject to the
fire of Gehenna.
23. Fo,r.this reason, if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has
something against you,
24..I ,eave your gift there before the altar, and go your way; first be reconciled with your brother,
and then come and offer your gift.
Z1..Agree with your.adversary quickly, while you are in ltre way with him; lest your adversary
{91t1er-yo1t to the judgq, and the judge deliver you to the officer, and you be cast inio prison. 

'

26.Truly I say to you, there is noway that you shall come out of there until you trave paid the very
last cent.

A Thousand-Year-Old Greek Text
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54. LUST IS SPIRITUAL ADULTERY
MATTHEW 5

27. You have heard that it was said to those in ancient times. 'You shall not commit
adultery.'u
28. But I-say to yog, everyone who looks upon a woman to lust after her has already com-
mitted adultery with her in his heart.
?2. $o then^, if your-right eye shall cause you to offend, pluck it out and cast it from you; for
it is better for you that one of your members should perish than to have your whole 6ody be
cast into Gehenna.
-30. An^d if your right hand shall cause you to offend, cut it off and cast ir from you; for it is
better for you that one of your members should perish thanto have your whole body be cast
into Gehenna.

a - Ex. 20:14; Deut. 5:18

55. DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE CAN BE ADULTERY
MATTHEW 5

31. It was also said in ancient times,'Whoever shall divorce his wife, let him give her a
writing of divorcement.'u
32.But I say to you, whoever shall divorce his wife, except for the cause of sexual immoral-
ity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever shall marry her who has been divorced is
committing adultery.

a-Deut .24: l

56. CHRISTIANS ARE NOT TO VOW OR SWEAR
MATTHEW 5

33. Again, you have heard that it was said to those in ancient times,'You shall not forswear
yourself, but you shall perform your oaths to the Lord.'u
]! B,ut I say to you, do not swear at all; neither by heaven, for it is God's throne;b
35.Norby the.earth, for it is the footstool of His feet; norby Jerusalem, because itisthe city
of the great King.
36. Neither shall you swear by your head, because you do not have the power to make one
hair white or black.
37.-But let your word be goo4, your 'Yes' be yes and your'No' be no; for anything that is
added to these is from the evil one.

a-Ex.  2O:7 ;Lev .  19 :12 ;  Deut .  5 :11  b- Isa .  66 :1

57. CHRISTIANS MUST HAVE AN ATTITUDE OF
GOING ABOVE AND BEYOND

MATTHEW 5

38. You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for
0n eye, and a tooth for a tooth';u
39. But I say to you, do not resist evlI;ruther, if
anyone shall strike you on the right cheek, turn
to him the other also.
40. And f anyone shall sue you before the law
and take your gannent, give himyour coat also.
41. And if anyone shall compel you to go one
mile, go with him two.
42. Give to the one who asks of vou: and do
not turn away from the one wh6 wishes to
borrow from you.

a - Ex. 2l:24-25

LUKE 6

29.It anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer
the other cheek also; and if anyone takes your
cloak, do not forbid your coat also.
30. Give to everyone-who asks you; and if any-
one takes what is yours. do not askfor itback.
31. And exactly a-s you would have men do to
you, you do the same to them also.
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58. LOVE YOUR ENEMIES AND BECOME PERFECT,
AS THE FATHER IN HEAVEN

MATTHEW 5

43. You have heard that it was said, 'You shall
love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'u
44. But I say to you, love your enemies, bless
those who curse you, do good to those who hate
you, and pray for those who despitefully use
you and persecute you;
{5. So that you may be the children of your
Father Who is in heaven. For He causes His
sun to rise on the evll and on the good, and
se,n{s rain on the just and on rfte unjust.
46. For if you love those who love you, what
reward do you have? Do not the tax collectors
practice the same thing?
47 . And if you salute your brethren only, what
have you done that is extraordinary? Do not
the tax collectors practice the same thing?
!8.Therefore, you shall be perfect, even as your
Father Who ls in heaven is perfect."

a-  Lev .  19 :17 -18

LUKE 6

27. Ril I say to you who hear, love your
enemies, and do good to those who hate you.
28. Bless those riho curse you, and pray for
those who despitefully use you.
32. But if you love only those who love you,
what praise is it to you? For even sinners love
those who love them.
33. And if you do good only to those who are
{oing good to you, what praise is it to you?
For even sinners do the same.
34. And if you lend to those from whom you
hope to receive, what praise is it to you? For
even sinners lend to sinners, that they may re-
ceive as much again.
35. But love your enemies, and do good, and
lend, hoping for nothing again; and great shall
be your reward, and you shall be the children
of the Highest; for He is good to the unthankful
and the wicked.
36. Therefore, you also be compassionate, even
as your Father is compassionate.

59. HOW TO DO YOUR WORKS

MATTHEW 6
1,. "BewSre that you do not bestow yogr alms in the sight of men, in order to be seen by
qhelq; ottrerwise you have no reward with your Father Who is in heaven.
2..Therefore, when you give your alms, do not sound the trumpet before you, as the hypo-
crites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may have gloryTrom men. Trfuty
I say to you, they have their reward.
l.Fut when you give your alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is
doing,
4. So that your alms may be in secret; and your Father Who sees in secret shall Himself
reward you openly.

60. HOW TO PRAY

MATTHEW 6

5. And when you pray, you shall not be as the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in
the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, in order that they may be seen by men.
Truly I say to you, they have their reward.
6. But you, y!]en you pray, enter into a private room; and after shutting the door, pray to
your Father Who is in secret; and your Father Who sees in secret shall reward you ,5peirty.
7. And when.yo.u pray, do not use vain repetitions, as the heathen do; for they think that 6y
multiplying their words they shall be heard.
_8. Not then, do not be like them; for your Father knows what things you have need of
before you ask Him.
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61. PRAYER GUIDE AND OUTLINE
MATTHEW 6

9. Therefore, you are to pray after this manner: 'Our Father Who is in heaven, sanctified be
Your name;
l9.Igur kingdom come;Your will be done on earth, as in heaven;
11. Give us this day our dailv bread:
!?,4"a-f-orgive us our debts; as we also forgive our debtors;
13. And lead us not into temptation, but d-eliver us from the evil one. For yours is the
$.ng_dom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.'
l1 ["] illou forgive men their lrespas.ses. your heavenly Father will also forgive you.
l)' But lt you do not fbrgive men their trespasses. neither will your FatherTorgive your
trespasses.

62. HOIV TO FAST

MATTHEW 6
l6' And ryhen you fast, do not be as the hypocrites, dejected in countenance; for they disfrg-
ure their faces in order that they may app-ear to menio fast. Truly I say to you, they haie
their reward.
17 . Put,when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face,
l9;,lo that you may not apPeq to men to fast, bu-t to your Faiher Who is in secret; and your
Father Who sees in secret shall reward you openly.

63. HOW TO USE YOUR MONEY
MATTHEW 6

12.Oo not store up treasures for yourselves on earth, where moth and rust spoil, and where
threves break throush and steal:
20,. Bu1,s1ore up trelsuresfor yourselves in heaven, where neither moth nor rust spoils, and
where thieves do not break throush nor steal.
2l.For where your treasure is, th-ere will your heart be also.

64. THE EYE IS THE LIGHT OF THE BODY
MATTHEW 6

?2.!\" light of the body is the eye. Therefore, if your eye be sound, your whole body shall
befull oflight.

?_3:-Ptl if your.y: b," evil, your whole body shall befult o/darkness. Therefore, if the light
that rs tn you be darkness. how great is that darkness!

65. NO ONE IS CAPABLE OF SERVING TWO MASTERS
MATTHEW 6

24. No one is able to serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or
he will hold to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and -*-orr.
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66. ATTITUDE TOWARD GOD AND MATERIAL GOODS - SEEK
THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND HIS CHARACTER QUALITIES

FIRST -AND YOUR NEEDS WILL BE SUPPLIED

MATTHEW 6

25. Because of this I say to you, do not be anxious about your life, as to what you shall eat and what
you shall drink; nor about your body, as to what you shall wear. Is not the life more than food, and
the body more than clothing?
26. Observe the birds of heaven: they do not sow, neither do they reap, nor do they gather into
granaries; and your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much better thanthey are'!
27.But who among you, by taking careful thought, is able to add one cubit to his stature?
28. And why are you anxious about clothing? Observe the lilies of the field, how they grow: they do
not labot nor do they spin;
29.But I say to you, not even Solomon in all his glory was clothed as one of these.
30. Now if God so affays the grass of the field, which today is and tomorrow is cast into the oven,
shallHe not much rather clothe you. O you of little faith?
31. Therefore, do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat? or what shall we drink? or with what
shall we be clothed?'
32.For the nations seek after all these things. And your heavenly Father knows that you have need
of all these thinss.
33. But as for y6u, seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall
be added to you.
34. Therefore, do not be anxious about tomorrow; for tomorrow shall take care of the things of
itself. Sufficient for the day is the evil of that day."

67. THE PRINCIPLE OF PROPER JUDGMENT

MATTHEW 7

1. "Do not condemn others. so that vou vour-
self will not be condemned;
Z.For with whatjudgment you judge, you shall
be judged; and with what measure you mete
out, it shall be measured again to you.
3. Now whv do vou look at the mote that is in
your brother's eye, but you do not perceive the
beam in your own eye?
4. Or how will you say to your brother, 'Allow

me to remove the mote from your eye'; and
behold, the beam is in your own eye?
5. You hypocrite, first i:ast out the beam from
your own eye, and then you shall see clearly to
remove the mote from vour brother's eve.

LUKE 6

37. And do not judge others, so that you your-
self will not be judged in any way. Do not con-
demn others, so that you will not be condemned
in any way. Forgive, and you shall be forgiven.
38. Give, and it shall be given to you; good
measure, pressed down and shaken together and
running over, shall they give into your bosom.
For with the same measure that you mete out,
it shall be measured again to you."
39. Then He spoke a parable to them, saying,"Is a blind man able to lead a blind man? Wtll
not both fall into the ditch?
40. A disciple is not above his teacher; but ev-
eryone who is perfected shall be as his teacher.
41. And why do you look at the mote that is in
your brother's eye, but you do not perceive the
beam that is in your own eye?
42. Or how can you say to your brother,'Brother, allow me to cast out the mote that ls
in your eye,' but you do not see the beam that ls
in your own eye? Hypocrite! First cast out the
beam from your own eye, and then shall you
see clearly to cast out the mote that is in your
brother's eye.

Mount Tabor Today
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68. GOD'S HOLY TRUTH NOT TO BE TREATED LIGHTLY
MATTHEW 7

6. Do not give that which zs holy to the dogs, nor cast your pearls before the swine, lest they
trample them under their feet, ind turn ar6und and tear yoir in pieces.

69. ASK, SEEK, AND KNOCK, AND yOU WILL RECETVE

MATTHEW 7
7. Ask, and it shall be given to you. Seek, and you shall find. Knock, and it shall be opened
to you.

9. lo{:y".yone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks
rt snall be opened.
9' Or what man is there-of yo;u.who, if his son shall ask/o r bread, will give him a stone?
10. And if he shall ask for a fish, will eive him a semenl?
I 1. Therefore, if;rou, U-.jlg e.vi]. know how to give good gifts to your children. how much
moT.shall your Father who is in heaven give good ihingito thos-e who ask Him?
12.'I'herefbre, everything that you would have men do to-you, so also do to them; for this is
the Law and the Prirpheti.

70. YOU MUST ENTER THROUGH THE NARROW GATE
MATTHEW 7

13. Enter in through the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad
destructron, and many are those who enter through iq"
14. For narrow is the gate and diffrcult is the wa! that leads to life,
find it.

is the way that leads to

and few are those who

LUKE 6

43. For there is not a good tree that is oroduc-
ing comrpt fruit; nor ii there a corrupt tree that
is producing good fruit.
!4.For every tree is known by its own fruit; for
they do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they
gather a bunch of grapes from a bramble.
{-5. The good man out of the good treasure of
his heart brings forth that which ls good; and
the wicked man out of the wicked tleasure of
his heart brings forth that which is wicked; for
out of the abundance of the heart his mouth
speaks.

a - Rev.12:19

71. BE ON GUARD AGAINST FALSE PROPHETS -
KNOW THEM BY THEIR FRUITS

MATTHEW 7
15. But beware of false prophets, who come to
you in sheep's clothing; fbr within they are
ravening wolves.
16. You shall know them by their fruits. Do
men- gafher grapes from th6rns, or figs from
thistles?
17. In the same way, every good tree produces
good frult, but a comrpt tree produces evil fruit.
18. A good tree cannbt produce evil fruit, nor
can a corupt tree produce good fruit.
19. Every tiee thaiis nor pbducins good fruit
is cut down and is cast into the fire. 

-

J0. thergfore, you shall assuredly know them
by their fruits.
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72. OBEDIENCE IS RQUTRED - PROFESSTON OF THE
LORD'S NAME NOT ENOUGH TO OBTAIN ETERNAL LIFE

MATTHEW 7
21. Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,'
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;but the
one who is doing the will of My Father, Who ls
in heaven.
22. Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord,

Lord, did we notprophesy throughYourname?
And did we not cast out demons throush Your
name? And did we not performmany'yTorks of
power through Your name?'
23. And then I will confess to them, 'I never
knew you. Depart from Me, you who work
lawlessness.'
Z4.Therefore. everyone who hears these words
of Mine and practices them, him shall I com-
pare to a wise man, who built his house upon
the rock;
25. And the rain came down, and the floods
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that
house; but it did not fall, for it was founded
upon the rock.
26. And everyone who hears these words of
Mine and does not practice them shall be com-
pared to a foolish man, who built his house upon
the sand;
21. And the rain came down, and the floods
came, and beat upon that house; and it fell, and
great was the fall of it."
28. Now it came to pass that when Jesus had
finished these words, the multitudes were
amazed at His teaching;
29. For He taught them as one Who had au-
thority, and not as the scribes.

MATTHEW 8
1. When He came down from the mountain,
sreat multitudes followed Him.

LUKE 6
46. And why do you call Me, 'Lord, Lord,'but
you do not practice what I say?
47.Everyone who comes to Me and hears My
words and practices them, I will show you what
he is like.
48. He is like a man building a house, who dug
deep and laid the foundation on the rock; and a
flood came, and the torrent beat against that
house, but could not shake it, because it was
founded on the rock.
49.But the one who has heard My words and
has not practiced them is like a man who built
a house on top of the ground, without a foun-
dation; and when the torrent beat against it, it
fell at once, and the ruin of that house was
great."

LUKE 7
1. And when He had finished all His sayings in
the ears of the people, He entered into
Capernaum.
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73. JESUS TOUCHES A LEPER, HEALING AND CLEANSING HIM
MARK 1

40. And a leper came to Him,
beseeching Him and kneeling
4g.n to Him, and saying to
Him, "IfYou will,You have the
power to cleanse me."
41. Then Jesus, being moved
with compassion, strefched out
Ilis hand and touched him, and
said to  h im,  " I  wi l l .  Be
cleansed."
42. Andas soon as He had spo-
ken. the leprosy immediat-ely
departed from him, and he was
cleansed.
43. Now after strictly com-
manding him, He sent him
away at once,
44. And said to him,"See that
you do not say anything to any-
one: but go and show yourself
to the priest, and offer for your
cleansing what Moses com-
manded, for a testimony to
them."u
45. But after leaving, he began
to proclaim ir extensively and
to spread the matter abroad, so
that He was no longer able to
enter the city openly, but stayed
outs ide the c i ty  in  deser t
places; and they iame to Him
Irom every reglon.

LUKE 5

12. Now it came to pass that as
He was in one of the cities, a
man full of leprosy saw Jesus
and immediately fell on ftis
face. beseeching ilim and say-
ing, "Lord. if Ydu will, You aie
able to cleanse me."
13. And after stretchins outFl,s
hand, He touched him]saying,"I will. Be cleansed!" And tlie
leprosy instantly left him.
14. Then He chargedhimto tell
no one, and said, "Go and
show yourself to the priest, and
bring an offering for your
c lea i s ing  as  M5ses  com-
manded, for a witness to
them."u
15. But reports of His miracles
were spread abroad even more;
and great multitudes came to
hea:r Him and to be healed by
Him of their infirmities.

MATTHEW 8

2. And behold, a leper came
and worshiped Him, saying."Lord, ifYou will,You have the
power to cleanse me."
3. Then Jesus stretched out Ifis
hand and touched him, saying,"I wil l .  Be cleansed." And
immediately he was cleansed
fromhis leprosy.
4. And Jesus said to him, "See

that you tell no one; but go
andshow yourself to thepriest,
and offer the gift that Moses
commanded, for a witness to
them."u

Lepers in Kidron Valley
East of Jerusalem

- Matson Photo Service

74. JESUS WITHDRAWS TO PRAY
LUKE 5

16. Then He withdrew into the wilderness and prayed.

75. JESUS RETURNS TO CAPERNAUM

MARK 2
1. And after some days, He again entered into Capernaum, and it was reported that He was
in the house.
2. Andimmediate_ly many- galhgre_{ together, so that there was no longer any room, not even
at the door; and He preached the Word to them.
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76. JESUS HEALS A PARALYTIC ON THE SABBATH.
AND THE PHARISEES ARE CRITICAL OF HIM

MARK 2

3. Then they came to Him,
bringing a paralytic borne by
fout men.
4. And since they were not able
to come near to Him because
of the crowd. thev uncovered
the roof where He was; and
after breaking ir open, they let
down the stretcher on which
the paralytic was lying.
5. Now when Jesus saw their
faith, He said to the paralytic,"Child. vour sins have been
forgiven you."
6. But some of the scribes were
sitting there and reasoning in
their hearts,
7. "Why does this man speak
such blasphemies? Who has
the power to forgive sins,
except one, and that is God?"
8.  And Jesus immediate ly
knew in His. spirit what. they
were reasoning within them-
selves, andsaidto them, "Why

are you reasoning these things
in your hearts?
9. Which is easier, to say to the
paralytic, 'Your sins have been
forgiven you'? or to say,'Arise, and take up your
stretcher and walk'?
10. But in order that you may
understand that the Soh of mair
has authority on the earth to
forgive sins," He said to the
paralytic,
1 1. "I say to you, arise and pick
up your stretcher, and go to
your house."
12. And immediately he arose
and, after pickin-g up his
stretcher, went out in the pres-
ence of them all; so that they
were all amazed and slorified
God, saying, "We haie never
seen the like!"

LUKE 5

17. Now it came to pass that
on one of the days when He
was teaching, Pharisees and
teachers of the law were sittins
there who had come out of evl
ery village from Galilee and
from Judea, including the vil-
lages arotnd Jerusalem. And
the pow er of the Lord w as the re
for healing them.
18.And mencame atonce, car-
rying on a stretcher a man who
was paralyzed; and they sought
to bring him in and place him
before Him.
19. But when thev could not
find a way to bring him in be-
cause of the multitude. thev
went up on the rooftop and
lowered him with the stretcher
through the tiles into the midst,
directly in front of Jesus.
20. And seeing their faith, He
said to him, "Man, your sins
have been forgiven ybu."
21. Then the scribes and the
Pharisees began to reason, say-
ing, "Who is this Who speaks
blasphemies? Who has the
power to forgive sins, except
God alone?"
22.But Jesus, perceiving their
thoughts, answered and sal'd to
them, "Why do you reason in
your hearts?
23. Which is easier to sav.'Your sins have been forsiven
you'? or to say, 'Arise"and

walk'?
Z4.Butthatvou mav know that
the Son of inan has authority
on the earth to forgive sins," Hb
said to the one who was para-
lyzed, "I say to you, arise and
take up your stretcher, and go
to your house."
25. And he immediately stood
up in front of them; and after
taking up the stretcher on
which he was lying, he went
to his house, glorifying God.

MATTHEW 9
2. Andbehold. thev brousht to
Him a paralytic 

-lying"on 
a

stretcher. Then Jesus, seeing
their faith, said to the paralytic,"Be of good courage, child;
your.sins have been forgiven
you.
3. And immediately some of
the scribes said wiihin them-
selves,  "This  man b las-
phemes."
4. But Jesus, perceiving their
thoughts, said, "Why are you
thinking evil in your hearts?
5. For which is easier to say,'Your sins have been forgiven
you,'  or to say, 'Arise and
walk'?
6. But I speak these words so
that you may understand that
the Son of man has authority
on earth to forgive sins." Then
He said to the paralytic, "Arise,

take up your bed, and go to
your house."
7. And he arose and went awav
to his house.
8. Now when the multitudes
saw i/, they were amazed and
glorified God, Who had given
such authority to men.

Village of Rephaim
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LUKE 5
26. Andamazement seized ev-
eryone. and they glorified God,
and were f i l led wi th  fear ,
saying, "We have seen strange
things today."

77. MATTHEW IS CALLED BY JESUS
MARK 2

13. Then He went by the sea
again; and all the multitude
came to him, and He taught
them.
14. Now as He was passing by,
He saw Levi the son ofAlp"heris
sitting at the tax office; and He
said to him, "Follow Me." And
he arose and followed Him.

LUKE 5

27. Now after these things, He
went out and saw a tax collec-
tor named Levi sittins at the
tax office, and said Io him,"Follow Me."
28. Then he rose up, leaving
everything, and followed Him.

MATTHEW 9

9. And passing from there,
Jesus saw a man named Mat-
thew sitting at the tax office,
and said to him, "Follow Me."
And he rose up and followed
Him.

MATTHEW 9

10. Then it came to pass, when
Jesus sat down to eat in the
house, that behold, many tax
collectors and sinners came
and sat down with Him and His
disciples.

MARK 2

15. And it came to pass that,
when He sat down to eat in his
house, many tax collectors and
sinners sat down with Jesus
and His disciples; for there
were many, and thev followed
Him.

78. MATTHEW HAS A FEAST FOR JESUS
LUKE 5

29. Andlevi made a sreat feast
for Him in his house,"and there
was a large number of tax col-
lectors and others who sat
down with them.

79. THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES ACCUSE JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES
MARK 2 LUKE 5 MATTHEW 9

16. But when the scribes and 30. But the scribes and the 11. And after seeing this, the
Pharisees saw Him eating with Pharisees complaig5:d to His PhariseessalO to ffis"Ad;iirt";
tax collectors and sinneri,,they disciples, s.ayin!, "Why do you "Why does your Master' eai
said to_His disciples, "Why is eat ahd Orint rilttr tai coliec- wirh'rai- "oti""to.r and sin-
it that He eats and drinks with tors and sinners?" ners?"
tax collectors and sinners?" 31. Then Jesus answered and 12. ButwhenJesus heard,it,He
17. And after hearing this, said to 4e-, 

"Those who are said to them, "Those who'are
Jesussaidtothem,"Tl.rose.wh.o in go.od health do not need a strong do not have need ofa
ar.e sqongdonotneedaphyqi- physician, but those who are physi"cian, but those who are
cian, but those who are sick. iick. ilct.
I  did not come to cal l  the 32. I did not come to cal l  l3.Nowgoandlearnwhatthis
righteous,.. but sinners to the righteous, but sinners to means: I desire m"r"y *a
repentance." repeni"ance." not sacrifice., For I AiA not

come to call the ighteous, but
sinners to repentance."
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80. THE PHARISEES ASK WHY JESUS'
DISCIPLES DID NOT FAST

MARK 2

18. Now the disciples of John
and the disciples of the Phari-
sees were fasting; and they
came and said to Him. "Whv

do the disciples of John and the
disciples of the Pharisees fast,
butYour disciples do not fast?"
19. And Jesus said to them,"Can the children of the bride
chamber fast while the bride-
groom is with them? As long
as they have the bridegroom
with them. thev are not able to
fast.
20. But the days will come
when the bridegroom shall be
taken away from them; and
then shall they fast in those
days.

MARK 2

21. And no one sews a piece of
new cloth onto an old garment;
otherwise the new pie c e filling
up the holetears away from the
old, and a worse hole results.
22. And no one puts new wine
into old wineskins; otherwise
the new wine bursts the old
wineskins, and the wine spills
out, and the wineskins are de-
stroyed; but new wine must be
put into new wineskins."

LUKE 5

33. Then they said to Him,"Why do the disciples of John
fast often and make supplica-
tions, and those of the Phari-
sees do the same, but Your
disciples are eating and drink-
ing?"
34. And He said to them, "Can

you make the children of the
bride chamber fast, while the
bridegroom is with them?
35. But the t ime wil l  come
when the bridegroom shall be
taken from them, and in those
davs thev shall fast."

81. THE PARABLE OF THE WINESKINS

LUKE 5

36. Then He also spoke a par-
able to them: "No one puts a
piece of new cloth on an old
garment, or the new clothwlll
make atear; for the piece that
ls from the new cloth is not
compatible with the oldpiece.
37. And no one puts new wine
into old skins, or the new wine
will burst the skins and will
spill out, and the skins will be
destroved:
38. Btit new wine must be put
into new skins, and both will
be preserved together.
39. And no one after drinkins
the o\d wine immediately del
sires the new; forhe says, 'The

old is bstter.' "

MATTHEW 9

14. Then the disciples of John
came to Him, saying, "Why do
we and the Pharisees fast of-
ten, but Your disciples do not
fast?"
15. And Jesus said to them,"Are the children of the bride
chamber able to mourn while
the bridegroom is with them?
But the days will come when
the bridegroom shall be taken
away from them, and then they
shall fast.

MATTHEW 9

16. Now no one sews a new
piece of cloth onto an old gar-
ment; for that which is put in
to fill up the hole takes away
from the garment, and a worse
tear develops.
17. Neither do they put new
wine into old wineskihs: oth-
erwise the wineskins will burst,
and the wine will spill out, and
the wineskins wil l  be de-
stroyed; but they put new wine
into new wineskins, and both
are preserved together."
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PART III

FROM PASSOVER 28 AD
TO PASSOVER 29 AD

82. THE SECOND PASSOVER SEASON -
JESUS SHOWS THAT HE IS THE LORD AND MASTER

LUKE 6

l. Now it came to pass on the
second Sabbath after the frst
that He was walking through
the grain fields; and His dis-
ciples were plucking the ears
and were eating, after rubbing
them in their hands.
2. But some of the Pharisees
said to them, "Why are you
doing that which is irot lari,ful
to do on the Sabbaths?"
3. And Jesus answ ered and sud
to them. "Have vou not read
even this, that which David did
when he himself hungered, and
those who were with him?
4. How he went into the house
of God and took the loaves of
showbread, and ate of them,
and also gaYe some to those
with him, which it is not law-
ful to eat exceptfor the priests
only?"u
5. And He said to them, "The

Son of man is Lord also of the
Sabbath."

MARK 2

23. Now it came to pass that
He went through the grain
fields on the Sabbath; and as
His disciples made their way
through the fields, they were
picking and eating the grain.
24.Then the Pharisees said to
Him, "Lookat them! Why are
they doing that which is not
lawful on the Sabbath?"
25. And He said to them, "Have

vou neverread what David did
when he was hunsrv and in
need of fo o d, he and t'iose with
him?
26. How inthe dnys of Abiathar
the high priest, he entered into
the house of God and ate the
show-bread, which is not law-
ful to eat except for the priests,
and he also gave ir to those who
were with him?"u
27. And He said to them, "The

Sabbath was made for man,
andnot man for the Sabbath;
28. Therefore, the Son of man
is also Lord of the Sabbath."

MATTHEW 12

1. At that t ime Jesus went
through the grain fields on the
Sabbath day; and His disciples
were hungry, and they began to
pluck the heads of grain and to
eat them.
2. But after seeing this, the
Pharisees said to Him, "Be-

hold, Your disciples are doing
what is not lawful to do onthe
Sabbath."
3. But He said to them, "Have

you not read what David did,
when he himself and those
with him were hungry?
4. How he went into the house
of God and ate the loaves of
showbread, which it was not
lawful for him to eat, nor for
those who were with him. but
for the priests only?'
5. Or have you not read in the
law that on the Sabbaths, the
priests in the temple profane
the Sabbath and are guiltless?o
6. But I say to you, there is one
here Who is greater than the
temple.
7. But if you had known what
this means,'I desire mercy and
not sacrifice,' you would not
have condemned the suiltless."
8. For the Son of mIn is also
Lord of the Sabbath day."

a - Lev. 24:9;ISam. 21:l-6 b - Num. 28:9-lO
c - Hos. 6:6; Jer. 7:22-23; Psa. 51:16-19
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83. THE HEALING OF THE MAN WITH A WITHERED HAND
IN A SYNAGOGUE ON THE SABBATH

LUKE 6

6. Now it also came to pass on
another Sabbath that He went
into the synagogue and taught;
and a man was there whose
right hand was withered.
7. And the scribes and the
Pharisees were watching Him,
whether He would heal on the
Sabbath, so that they might
find an accusation againstHim.
8. But He knew their thoughts,
and said to the man who had
the withered hand, 'Arise and
stand in the midst." And he
rose up and stood in their
midst.
9. Then Jesus said to them, "I

will ask yon one thing: is it
lawful to do good or to do evil
on the Sabbaths? to save life
or to destroy it?"
10. And aft-er lookinq around
on them all, He said to-the man,"Stretch out your hand." And
he did so, and his hand was
restored as sound as the other.

LUKE 6

11. But they were filled
rage, and they consulted
one another as to what
should do with Jesus.

with
with
they

84. THE PHARISEES PLOT TO KILL CHRIST

MARK 3

1. And again He went into the
synagogue, and a man who had
a withered hand was there.
2. And they were watching
Him, to see if He would heal
him on the Sabbath, in order
that they might accuse Him.
3. Then He said to the man who
had the withered hand, "Stand

up here in the center."
4. And He said to them, "Is it
lawful to do good on the Sab-
baths, or to do evil? To save
life, or to kill?" But they were
silent.
5. And after looking around at
them with anger, being grieved
at the hardness of their hearts,
He said to the man, "Stretch

out  your  hand."  And he
stretched it out, and his hand
was restored as sound as the
othet one.

MARK 3

6. Then the Pharisees left and
immediately took counsel with
the Herodians ds ro how they
might destroy Him.

MATTHEW 12

9. And after leaving there, He
went into their synagogue.
10. And behold, a man was
there who had a withered hand.
And they asked Him, saying,"Is it lawful to heal on the Sab-
baths?" so that they might ac-
cuse Him.
I 1. But He said to them, "What

man is there among you who,
if he has one sheep that falls
into a pit on the Sabbath, will
not lay hold of it and lift it out?
12. And how much better is a
man than a sheep? So then, it
is lawful to do good on the Sab-
baths."
13. And He said to the man,"Stretch out your hand." And
he stretched it out, and it was
restored as sound as the other.

MATTHEW 12

14. Then the Pharisees went
out of the synagogue and held
a council against Him, to dis-
czss how they might destroy
Him.

Jericho from Top of Mountain Road
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85. JESUS ESCAPES FROM THE PHARISEES
AND HEALS THE MULTITUDES

MARK 3

7. But Jesus withdrew to the sea with His
disciples; and a great multitude from Galilee
followed Him, and from Judea,
8. And from Jerusalem, and from Idumea and
beyond the Jordan; and those around Tyre and
Sidon, a great multitude, when they heaid what
great things He was doing, came to Him.
9. Then He told His disciples to have a small
ship wait for Him, on account of the multitude,
in order that they might not press upon Him.
10. For He had healed so many that they began
to crowd around Him, as many as had plagues,
in order that they might touch Him;
11. And when the unclean spirits saw Him, they
fell down before Him and cried aloud, saying,"You are the Son of God."
12. But He sharply rebuked them so that they
would not make Him known.

MATTHEW 12

15. But when Jesus knew of it, He withdrew
from there; and great multitudes followed Him,
and He healed all of them.
16. And He strictly commanded them not to
make Him known publicly;
17. So that it might be fulfilled which was spo-
ken by Isaiah tG prophet, saying,
18. "Behold My Servant, Whom I have cho-
sen, My Beloved, inWhom My soul has found
delight. I will put My Spirit upon Him, and He
shall declare judgment to the nations.
19. He shall not strive nor cry out. neither shall
anyone hear His voice in thti streets.
20. A bruised reed shall He not break, and
smoking flax shall He not quench, until He
brings forth the judgment unrb victory.
21. And the nations shall hope in His name."u
22. Then was brought to Him one who was
possessed by a demon, blind and dumb; and
He healed him, so that the one who had been
blind and dumb both spoke and saw.
23. And the multitudes were all amazed, and
said, "Is this not the Son of David?"

a - Isa. 42:l-4

86. JESUS PRAYS ALL NIGHI SELECTS 12 DISCIPLES
AND ORDAINS THEM TO BE THE 12 APOSTLES

MARK 3

13. Then He went up into the mountain and
called to Him those whom He desired, and they
came to Him.
14. And He ordained twelve, that thev mieht
be with Him, and that He might send ihem-to
preach,
15. And to have authority to heal diseases and
to cast out demons.
16. Then He chose Simon and added to him the
name Peter;
17. And He chose James the son of Zebedee,
and John, the brother of James; and He added
to them the names Boanerges, which means"sons of thunder."
18. And He chose Andrew. and Philio. and
Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomis, and
James the son of Alpheus, and Thaddeus, and
Simon the Cananean;
19. And Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him.
And they went into a house.

LUKE 6

12. Now it came to pass in those days that He
went up into the mountain to pray, and He spent
the entire night in prayer to God.
13. And when it was dav. He called His dis-
ciples to Him and chos6 from them twelve,
whom He also named apostles:
14. Simon, whom He also named Peter, and
{nd1ew his brother; James and John; Philip and
Bartholomew;
15. Matthew and Thomas: James. the son of
Alpheus, and Simon who was called Zealot;
16. Judas, brother of James; and Judas Iscariot,
who also became thebetrayer.

T12



LUKE 7
2. Now a certain centurion's seryant, who was
cherished by him, was ill and about to die.
3. And after hearing about Jesus, he sent the
elders of the Jews to beseech Him to come and
heal his servant.
4. And after coming to Jesus, they besought
Him diligently, saying that he was worthy to
whom He should grant this.
5. "For he loves our nation," they said, "and he
built the synagogue for us."
6. Then Jesus went with them; but when He
was not far from the house. the centurion sent
friends to Him, saying to Him, "Lord, do not
trouble Yourself, for I am not worthy that You
should come under my roof;
7. Therefore, neither did I count myself wor-
thy to comg to You; but say the wor-d, and my
servant shall be healed.
8. For I also am a man appointed under author-
ity, having soldiers undei myself, and I say to
this one,'Go,' and he goes; and to another,'Come,'and he comes; and to my servant, 'Do

this,' and he does i/."
9. And when He heard these things, Jesus was
amazed at him; and turnine to the multitude
following Him, He said, "I t6ll you, not even in
Israel have I found such sreat faith."
10. And when those who fiad been sentreturned
to the house, they foundthe sick servant in good
health.

A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus Christ

87. JESUS COMES DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN WITH
HIS DISCIPLES AND HEALS A MULTITUDE

LUKE 6
17. And after descending with them, H_g s_to9d on a level place with a crowd of His disciples;
and a great multitude of p_e_ople from all Judea and Jerusal em, andfrom the seacoast ofTyre
and Sidon, came to hearHim and to be healed of their diseases;
18. And those who were tormented by unclean spirits also came; and they were healed.
19. And all the crowd sought to touch Him, for power went out from Him and healed all.

88. JESUS HEALS THE CENTURION'S SERVANT
MATTHEW 8

5. Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a
centurion came to Him, beseeching Him,
Q. And saying, "Lord, my servanf is lying in
the house paralyzed and gievously tormented."
7. And Jesus said to him, "I will come and heal
him."
8. But the centurion answered and said, "Lord,
I am not worthy that You should come under
the roof of my house; but speak the word only,
and my servant shall be healed.
9. For I also am a man under authoritv. havins
soldiers under me; and I say to this ine,'Goi
and he goes; and to another one,'Come,'and
he comes; and to my servant, 'Do this,'and he
does i/."
10. Now when Jesus hear thesewords, He was
amazed; and He said to those who were fol-
lowing, "Truly I say to you, nowhere in Israel
have I found such sreat faith.
11. But I say to ydu, many from the east and
the west shall come, and shall sit down with
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kinedom
of heaven.u
12. But the children of the kingdom shall be
cast into outer darkness; there shall be weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth."
13. Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go, and
as you have believed, so be it done to you."
And his servant was healed in that hour.

Mountain Scene Near Galilee

l l 3

a - Isa. 49:12:'43:5-6



89. THEN JESUS COMES TO A HOUSE AT CAPERNAUM
MARK 3

20. Then a multitude gathered together again, so that they were not even able to eat bread.
21. And after hearing of i.t, those who weie contrary to Him went to restrain Him; for they
said, "He is out of His mind!"

A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus Christ

90. THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES ACCUSE JESUS CHRIST
OF DOING THE WORK OF GOD THROUGH THE POWER OF SATAN

MARK 3

22.Thenthe scribes who had come down from
Jerusalem said, "He has Beelzebub; and by the
power of the prince of the demons He is 

-cast-

ine out demons."
Zl. nnaafter calling them to Him,He spoke to
them in parables, saying, "How can Satan cast
out Satan?
24. For if a kingdom is divided against itself,
that kingdom is-not able to stand;"
25. And if a house is divided against itself, that
house is not able to stand.
26, And, if Satan has risen up against himself
and has been divided, he does not have the
power to stand, but has an end.
27 . There is no way that anyone who enters a
strong manls house is able to plunder his goods,
unless he first binds the strong man; and then
he can plunder his house.

MARK 3

28. Truly I say to you, all sins and every blas-
phemy that ttiey may blaspheme shall be for-
given to the children of men;
29. But whoever shall commit blasphemy
against the Holy Spirit shall not be forgiveri,
eveninto eternity, but is subject to eternal judg-
ment."
3_p. He spoke these things because they said,"He has an unclean spirit."

91. JESUS WARNS THEM OF THE UNPARDONABLE SIN

MATTHEW 12

24. But when the Pharisees heard this,they said,"This man does not cast out demons exc-ept by
Beelzebub, prince of the demons."
25. But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said to
them, "Every kingdom divided against itself is
brought to desolation, and every city or house
divided against itself shall not stand.
26. And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided
against himself. How then shall his kingdom
stand?
27. And if I by Beelzebub cast out demons, by
whom do youi sons cast them out? On account
of this, they shall be your judges.
28. But if I by the Spint of God cast out de-
mons, then the kingdom of God has come upon
you.
29. Orhow is anyone able to enterinto the house
of a strong man and plunder his goods, if he
does not first bind the strons man? And then
he will plunder his house.
30. The one who is not with Me is asainst Me.
and the one who does not sather"with Me
scatters.

MATTHEW 12

31. Because of this, I say to you, every sin and
blasphemy shall be forgiven to men except the
blasphemy concerning the Holy Spfuit; that
shall not be forgiven to men.
32. And whoever speaks a word against the
Son of man, it shall be forgiven him; but who-
ever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it shall not
be forgiven him, neither in this age nor in the
comlng age.
33. Either make the tree good and the fruit good,
or make the tree comrpt and its fruit comrpt;
because a tree is known by its fruit.

rt4
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MATTHEW 12

34. Offspring of vipers, how are you able to
speak good things, being evil? For out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.
35. The good man out of the good treasure of
his heart brings out good things; and the wicked
man out of the wicked treasure brings out
wicked things.
36. But I say to you, for every idle word that
men may speak, they shall be held accountable
in the day of judgment.
37. For by your words you shall be justified,
and by your words you shall be condemned."

93. THE SIGN OF JONAH TO BE THE ONLY SIGN GIVEN

MATTHEW 12
40. For just as Jo^nah wqs -!r_ the belly of the whale three days and three nights, in like
manner the Son of man shall be in the heart of the earth three days and three nlshts.u
4I. The men of Ninevehb shall stand up in the judgment with-this generatioi' and shall
condgmn it, because they repented at the proclamation of Jonah; and blhold, a greater than
Jonah zs here.

92. TIJE. SCRIBES AND PHARISEES SEEK A SIGN

MATTHEW 12
38. Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, "Master, we desire to see a
sign fromYou."
39. And He answered and said to them, 'A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a
sign, but no sign shall be given to it except the sign of Jonah the pr5phet.

42. The queen of the south" shall rise up in the judgment with
condemn it, because she came from the ends of the e-arth to hear
and behold, a greater than Solomon is here.

a - Jonah l:17:.2:l b - Jonah 3:5-10 c - I Kinss l0:l-13: II Chron. 9:l-I2

94. THAT WICKED GENERATION LIKENED TO WICKED SPIRITS
MATTHEW 12

43. But when the unclean spirit has departed from a man, it goes through dry places seeking
rest. and finds none.
44.Then it says, 'I will return-to my house, from which I came out.' And after coming, it
finds ir unoccupied, swept and set in order.
f5. Tfe.n it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they enter
in and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than the first. Likewise shalf it also
be with this wicked seneration."

this seneration and shall
the'ilisdom of Solomou

1 1 5
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95. JESUS'MOTHERAND BROTHERS COME TO SEE HIM -
JESUS EXPLAINS WHO ARE HIS SPIRITUAL MOTHERS AND BROTHERS

MARK 3

31. Then llis brothers and His
mother came and were stand-
ing outside; and they sent to
Him, calling Him.
32. And the mult i tude sat
around Him; and they said to
Him, "Behold. Your mother
and Your brothers are outside;
and they are seekins You."
33. Bui He answeied them,
saying, "Who is My mother
and who are My brothers?"
34. And He looked around at
those who were sitting in a
circle around Him, and said,"Behold My mother and My
brothers;
35. For whoever shall do the
will of God, that one is My
brother, and My sister, and
mother."

MATTHEW 12

46. But while He was sti l l
speaking to the multitudes, be-
hold. Fl is mother and His
brothers were standing outside,
seeking to speak with Him.
4l .Thenone said to Him, "Be-
hold, Your mother and Your
brothers are standing outside,
seeking to speak withYou."
48. But He answered and said
to him, "Who is My mother?
And who are My brothers?"
49. And stretching out His
hand to His disciples, He said,"Behold. Mv mother and Mv
brothers.
50. For whoever shall do the
will of Mv Father. Who is in
heaven, that one is my brother
and sister and mothei."

LUKE 8

19. Then l1is mother and His
brothers came to Him, but were
not able to set to Him because
of the multitude.
20. And it was told Him. sav-
ing, "Your mother and Your
brothers are standing outside,
desiring to see You."
21. But He answered and said
to them, "My mother and My
brothers are those who are
hearing the Word of God and
are doing it."

96. THE ONLY SON OF A WIDOW IS RAISED
FROM THE DEAD BY JESUS

LUKE 7

l] \.o*. it came to pass_on the next day that He went into a city called Nain; and many of
His disciples went with Him, and a great multitude.
12. And as He drew near to the gate_of the city, behold, one whohad died was being carried
out, an only son to his mother, and she was a widow; and a considerable crowd frorithe citv
was with her.
13. And when the Lord saw her, He was moved with compassion for her and said to her, "Do
not weep."

11. 4Aq{ He came up to the bier and totched it, and those who were bearing ir stopped. Then
He said, "Young man, I say to you, arise!"
15. And the dea? man sat up ario began to speak, and He gave him to his mother.

97. THE PEOPLE ACKNOWLEDGE JESUS TO BE A GREAT PROPHET
LUKE 7

16. Then fear seized everyon€, and they glorified God, saying, 'A great prophet has risen up
alrong us." and, "God has visited His people."
17.A."0 this report about Him went oul inio all Judea and all the country around.
18. Then John's disciples brought word to him about all these things.

1 1 6
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98. JOHN THE BAPTIST IN PRISON HEARS OF JESUS'MIRACLES
LUKE 7

19. And after calling two certain disciples, John
sentthemto Jesus, saying, 'AreYou HeWho is
coming, or are we to look for another?"
20. And when the men came to Him, they said,"John the Baptist has sent us to You, saying,
AreYou He Who is coming, or are we to look
for another?' "

21. Now in the same hour, He healed many of
diseases and scourges and evil spirits, and He
granted sight to many who were blind.
22. And Jesus answered and said to them,"When you have gone, relate to John the things
you have seen and heard: thatthe blind receive
sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the
gospel is preached to the poor.u
23. And blessed is everyone who shall not be
offended in Me."

LUKE 7

24. Now after the messensers of John had left.
He began to speak to the"multitudes con""*-
ing John: "What did you go out into the wil-
derness to gaze at? A reed shaken by the wind?
25. But what did you go out to see? A man
dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who
dress in splendid clothing and live in luxury
are in the palaces.
26.Bfiwhat did you go out to see? A prophet?
Yes, I tell you, and one more excellent than a
prophet.
27. This is he concernins whom it is written.'Behold, I send My messe'nger beforeYour face,
who shall prepare Your way before You.'u
28. For I tell you. amons those who have been
born of wom'en there is"not a greater prophet
than John the Baptist; but the one who is least
in the kingdom of God is greater than he."
29. Now after hearing this, all the people and
the tax collectors glorified God, because they
had been baptized withthe baptism of John.
30. But the Pharisees and the doctors of the law
had set aside the counsel of God concernins
themselves , because they had not been baptized
by him.

a - Isa. 35:3-6: 6I : l -2:29:18-19

99. JESUS EXPLAINS JOHN WAS A MESSENGER
TO PREPARE THE WAY FOR HIM

MATTHEW 11

2. Now John, having heard in prison of the
works of Christ, sent two of his disciples,
3. And said to Him, 'Are You the one Who is
coming, or are we to look for another?"
4. Jesus answered and said to them, "Go and
report to John what you hear and see:
5. The blind receive sight, and the lame walk;
the lepers are cleansed, and the deafhear; the
dead are raised, and the poor are evangelized.u
6. And blessed is everyone who shall not be
offended in Me."

MATTHBW 11

7. And as they were leaving, Jesus said to the
multitudes concerning John, "What did you go
out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken
by the wind?
8. But what did you go out to see? A man
clothed in soft garments? Behold, those who
wear soft clothing are in kings' houses.
9. But what did you go out to see? A prophet?
Yes, I tell you, and one more excellent than a
prophet.
10. For this is he of whom it is written, 'Be-

hold, I send My messenger before Your face,
who shall prepare Your way before You.'u
11. Truly I say to you, there has not arisen
among those born of women anyone greater
than John the Baptist. But the one who is least
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.
12. For from the days of John the Baptist until
now, the kingdom bf heaven is tak6n with a
great strnggle, and the zealous ones lay hold
on rt.
13. For all the prophets and the law prophesied
until John.
14. And if you are willing to receive lr, he is
Elijah who was to come.o
15. The one who has ears to hear, let him hear.

a - Mal. 3:l b - Mal. 4:5
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1OO. JESUS EXPOSES THAT GENERATION'S ATTITUDE
LUKE 7

31. And the Lord said, "To what then shall I
compare the men of this generation? And what
are they like?
32.They are like little children sitting and call-
ing to one another in the marketplace, and say-
ing, 'We have piped to you, but you did nbt
dance; we have mourned to you, but you did
not weep.'
33. For John the Baptist came neither eating
bread nor drinking wine, and you said, 'He hai
a demon.'
34. The Son of man has come eatins and drink-
ing, and you say, 'Behold, a glutionous man
and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and
sinners';
35. But wisdom has been justified by all her
children."

101. JESUS CORRECTS THESE CITIES FOR THEIR LACK OF REPENTANCE

MATTHEW 11
20. Then.He began to castigate the cities in which most of His miracles had taken place,
because they did not repent:
21. "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that have taken
place.in.you.had taken place in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in
sackcloth and ashes.
22.But I tell you, it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon tn the day of judgment than
for you.

?3 4^t4 you. Capernaum, who have been exalted to heaven, shall be cast down to the grave.
For if the miracles that have taken place in you had taken place in Sodom, it wouldhave
remained until this dav."
24. But I tell you, it shail be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment
than for vou."-

a - Gen. 19:24-25

102. JESUS IS THANKFUL THAT THE FATHER HAS REVEALED THE
KINGDOM OF GOD TO SPIRITUAL BABES

MATTHEW 11
25. At that time Jesus answered and said, "I praiseYou, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
that You have hid these things from the wise and intelligent, and have revealed them to
babes.
?9.Y9g,Father, for it was well pleasing in Your sight to do this.
27. Sll.things.weredelivered t<i Me UiVty !'at!e{ and no one understands the Son except
the Father; neither does anyone understand the Father except the Son, and the one to whoin
the Son chooses to reveal Him.
?Q. 9q-q !o Me, all you who labor and_ are overly burdened, and I will give you rest.
Z.l J1te.tvty yoke upon you, and learn from Me; ior I am meek and lowff in heart; and you
shall find rest for vour souls.u
30. For My yoke ls easy, and My burden is light."

a - Jer. 6: 16

MATTHEW 11

16. But to what shall I compare this genera-
tion? It is exactly like little children siitine in
the markets and 6aling to their companion's,
17. And saying, 'We have piped to you, and
you did not dance; we have mourned to you,
and you did not wail.'
18. For John came neither eating nor drinking,
and they say, 'He has a demon.'-
19. The Son of man came eating and drinking,
and they say, 'Behold, a man Who is a gluttoli
and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors
and sinners.' But wisdom is justified by her
children."

1 1 8
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103. A WOMAN WASHES JESUS'FEET WITH HER TBARS AND
HER HAIR' SHOWING AN ATTITUDE OF LOVE AND REPENTANCE

LUKE 7
36. Now one of the Pharisees invited Him to eat with him. And after going into the pharisee's
house, He sat down at the table.
37. And a woman in the city who_was a_sinner, when she knew that He was sitting in the
flariseg'q house, immediately took an alabaster flask of ointment;
38. And she stood behind_Him,_ w.eepi4g at His feet, and began to wash His feet with her
tears and to. wipe them with the hairsbf her head,' and she waf ardently kissing His feet and
anointing them with the ointment.
39' But when he saw this,the Pharisee who had invited Him spoke within himself, saying,"This man, if He were a prophet, would have known who and what the woman is who is
touching Him, because sht is a sinner."
40. Then Jesus answered and said to him, "Simon, I have something to say to you." And he
said, "Teacher, say on."
41. "There were two debtors of a certain creditor; one owed five hundred silver coins, and
the other fiftv.

1?.\", wheri they did not haue anything with which to pay him,heforgave themboth. Tell
Me then, which of them will love him more?tt 

'

43. And Simon answered and said, "I suppose the one whom he forgave the more." And He
said to him, "You have judged rightly."
44. And after turning to tle woman,-He said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came
into your house, and you pid lol provide qny -water to,was,hMy feet; but she has washed My
feet with her tears and wiped them withth6 hairs of her head.
45. You did not give Me a kiss; but she, from the timelcame in, has not ceased to ardently
kiss Mv feet.
46. Yori did not anoint-Yy heaa with oil; but she has anointed My feet with ointment.
47. For this cause, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven;-because she loved much.
But to whom little is forgiven. he love-s little."
48. And He said to her, "Your sins have been forsiven.,,
49. Then those who.we_re sitting with Himbeginto say within themselves, "Who is this
Who even forgives sins?"
50. But He said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you. Go in peace."

Pool of Siloam
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104. AT THE FALL FESTIVAL* SEASON IN JERUSALEM,
JESUS HEALS A MAN OF A

38.YEAR INFIRMITY ON THE SABBATH

JOHN 5

1. After these thing s there was a feast* of the Jews,u and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
2. And there is in Jerusalem at the sheep gate apool, called Bethesda ih Hebrew, which has
five porches.
3. And in these porches were lying a great multitude of those who were sick, blind, lame
and withered. They were waiting for the stirring of the water.
4. For from time to time, an angel descended into the pool and agitated the water; and the
first one to enter after the agitation of the water was made well from whatever disease he
had.
5. Now a certain man was there who had been suffering with an infirmity for thirty-eight
years.
6. Jesus saw him lying there, and, knowing that he had been there a long time, said to him,"Do you desire to be made whole?"
7. And the infirm man answered Him, "Sir, I do not have anyone to put me in the pool after
the water has been agitated. But while I am coming, another one steps down before me."
8. Jesus said to him, 'Arise, take up your bedroll and walk."
9. And immediately the man was made whole; and he took up his bedroll and walked. Now
that dav was a Sabbath.
10. Fof this reason, the Jews said to the man who had been healed, o'It is the Sabbath day. lt
is not lawful for you to take up your bedroll."
I 1. He answered them, "The one Who made me whole, He said to me, 'Take up your bedroll
and walk."'
12. Then they asked him, "Who is the one Who said to you, 'Take up your bedroll and
walk'? "

13. But the man who had been healed did not know Who it was, for Jesus had moved away,
and a crowd was in the place.
14. After these things, Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, "Behold, you have
been made whole. Sin no more, so that something worse does not happen to you."
15. The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus Who had made him whole.
16. And for this cause,-the Jews persecuted Jesus and sought to kill Him, because He had
done those things on a Sabbath.

a -Lev.23:23-44

*This Feast has been a topic of varying discussion by many students and scholars. Most have supposed that
this Feast was a Passover. But a further examination of the substance and topics of this feast actually shows
that it was a fall festival season. The topics are the resurrections and the judgments. The first resurreciion, the
resurrection to eternal life, occurs at the second coming of Christ. The resurr6ction to judgment and/or damna-
tion occurs after the Millennium, as pictured by the Last Great Day. We find both of these events recorded in
the twentieth chapter of Revelation. This festival season could only be the fall festival season. The Feast of
Jrumpets, the Day of Atonement, the Feast of Tabernacles and the Last Great Day comprise the entire fall
festival season. All of these feasts are known as judgment feasts. Another contextuaf verification is the pattern
of John's writings. Chapters 2 and 3 record thti Paisover. Chapter 4 has an allusion to Pentecost. Ch^arpter 5
shows the fall festival season. Chapter 6 shows the Passover. Chapters 1-10:21 show the Feast of Tabernacles
and the Last Great Day. The last part of Chapter 10 records the events surrounding the Feast
of Dedication in the winter. Then the rest of the Book of John is devoted to the final Passover, and the
resurrection, and the events occurring directly afterwards. Following this pattern we see that John wrote in this
following sequence: Passoveg fall festival season, Passover, fall festival season, Passover. This internal
evidence clearly indicates that this Feast in John 5 could be nothing other than a fall festival.
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105. JESUS WORKS, THE FATHER WORKS; AND HAS GIVEN ALL
JUDGMENT AND THE POWER OF RESURRECTION TO JESUS

JOHN 5

17. But Jesus answered them, "My Father is working until now, and I work."
18. So then, on account_of this saying, the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, not only
because He had loosed the Sabbath,x but also because He had called God His own Fathei.
making Himself equal with God.
19. Therefore, Jesus answered and said to them, "Truly, truly I say to you, the Son has no
power to do anything of Himself, but only what He sees the Father do. For whatever He
does, these things the Son also does in the same manner.
20. For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him everything that He Himself is doing. And
He Yill show Him greater works than these, so that ybu may be filled with wonder.-
2l.For even as the Eather raises up the dead and gives life, in the same way also, the Son
gives life to whom He will.
??.\ot the Father judges no one, but has commit-ted all judgment to the Son;
23. So that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. The one who does not
honor the Son does not honor the Father, Who sent Him.
24.TruIy, truly I say to you, the one who hears My word, and believes Him Who sent Me,
has ever-lasting life, and does not come into judgment; for he has passed from death into
life.
25.TruIy, truly I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the
voice of the Son of God; and those who hear shall live.
26.For even as the Father has life in Himself, so also has He siven to the Son to have life in
Himself;
l1^. \nd has also given Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of man.
28. Do not wonder at this, for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves shall
hear His voice,
29. And shall come forth; those who have practiced good unto a resurrection of life, and
thos_e_who have practiced evil unto a resurrection of judgment.
30. I.have no_power to do anything of Myself; but as I hear, I judge; and My judgment is
just, because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father, Who sent Me.
31. If I bear witness of Myself, My testimony is not true.
32. There is another who bears witness of Me, and I know that the testimony that he
witnesses concerning Me is true.
33. You have sent toiohn, and he has borne witness to the truth.
34. Now I do not receive witness from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved.
35. He was a burning and shining lamp, and you *ere willing for a time to rejoice in his
light.
36. But I have a greater witness than John's; for the works that the Father gave Me to
complete, the very works that I am doing, themselves bear witness of Me, that the Father
has sent Me.
37. And the Father Himself, Who sent Me, has borne witness of Me. You have neither heard
His voice nor seen His form at anv time.
38. And you do not have His word dwelling in you, for you do not believe Him Whom He
has sent.

*The Greek verb l"uol, luoo is properly translated into the English word "loosed." Lttroo means "to loose," as
in loosing a law or regulation. In this case, Jesus loosed a law of Judaism that the Jews had added to the
commandment of God. In loosingthis law of Judaism, He did not break the Sabbath or transgress against the
lourth Commandment, which prohibits working on the Sabbath. Jesus Christ did not abrolate thE seventh
day as the Sabbath. Rather, He "loosed" the Sabbath from a traditional law of Judaism, which prohibited a
person from carrying his bedroll on the Sabbath day.
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106. YOU MUST BELIEVE MOSES AND THE SCRIPTURES
TO BELIEVE JESUS AND HIS MESSAGE

JOHN 5

39. You search the Sclptures, for in them you think that you have eternal life; and they are
the ones that testify of Me.
40. Put you are unwilling to come to Me, that you may have life.
41. I do not receive glory from men;
42. BuI I have known you, that you do not have the love of God in yourselves.
43. I have come in Mi Father's name, and you do not receive Me; if another shall come in
his own name. vou will receive him.
44. How are you able to believe, you who receive glory from one another, and do not seek
the glory that comes from the only God?
45. Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is one who accuses you, even
Moses, in whom you have hope.
46. But if you believed Moses, you would have believed Me; for he wrote about Me.
47. And if you do not believe his writings, how shall you believe My words?"

107. JESUS TEACHES IN EVERY CITY AND VILLAGE

LUKE 8

1. Now it came to pass afterwards that He traveled through all the land, city by city and
village by village, ireaching and proclaiming the gospel 

"oYtne 
kingdom of boh; arid th.

twelve were withHim.
2. And certain women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary who is
called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out;
3. And Joanna, wife of Chu za, a steward of Herod; and Susanna, and many others who were
ministering to Him from their own substance.

Village Ruins Near Sea of Galilee
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l) Semon on the Mount.2) Retums to Capemam.
3) Goes to Jerusalem for Fall Festival Season.
4) Prcaches in Every Village and City on Way Back.

:ffi
123



.i

.&a.'.' ::."'.: :.:..a1!:t::: rw"

;:4.Y4:.::::::::.,......

l) Goes to Gergesenes-Casts Swine Into Sea.
2) Crcsses Back to Tiberias.3) Goes to Nazareth.
4) Preaches in Every Village and City, 5) Sends
Out Apostles on First Tbaining Toun
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IO8. THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER
MATTHEW 13

]. Now in that same dav. Jesus
departed from the horise and
sat down by the sea.
2. And so great a multitude
gathered around Him that He
went into a ship and sat down,
and all the multitude stood on
the shore.
3. And He spoke many things
to them in parables. saying,"Behold, the sower went out to
sow.
4. And as he was sowing, some
of the seed fell by the way: and
the birds came and devbured
them.
5. And some fel l  upon the
rocky places, where they did
nothave much soil; andimme-
diately they sprang up because
the soil was not deep enough;
6. But after the sun rose. thev
were scorched; and because
they did not have roots, they
dried up.
7. And some of the seed fell
among the thorns, and the
thorns grew up and choked
them.
8. And some fell upon the good
ground, and yielded fruit -
some a hundredfold, and some
sixtyfold, and some thirtyfold.
9. The one who has ears to
hear, let him hear."

MARK 4

1. Then He again began to
teach by the sea. And a great
multitude gathered together to
Him, so that He went aboard
the ship and sat init on the sea;
and the whole multitude was
on the land by the sea.
2. And He taueht them manv
things in parables, and said to
them in His teaching,
3. "Listen wellto rftis! Behold,
the sower went out to sow.
4. And it happened that as he
was sowing, one seed fell by
the way;  and the b i rds of
heaven came and devoured it.
5. And another seed fell on a
rocky place, where it did not
have much soil; and it quickly
sprang up, because it did not
have depth of soil;
6. But after the sun rose up, it
was scorched; and because it
did not have root, it withered
away.
7.And another seedfell amons
the thorns, and the thorns sre#
up and choked it, and it did not
vield any fruit.
8. RnA oihers fell into the sood
ground and yielded fruit, giow-
ing up and increasing; and one
brought forth thirtyfold, and
one sixtvfold. and one a hun-
dredfold."
9. Then He said to them, "The

one who has ears to hear, let
him hear."

LUKE 8

4. And as a great multitude was
assembling, and those who
were coming to Him from ev-
ery city, He spoke a parable:
5. "The sower went out to sow
his seed; and as he sowed,
some seedfell by the road; and
it was trampled upon, and the
birds of heaven devoured it.
6. And other seedfell upon the
rock; and after it had sprung up
it withered, because it did not
have any moisture.
7. And other seed fell amons
the thorns; and after springin!
up together, the thorns choked
l t .
8. And other seedfell upon the
good ground, and after spring-
ing up produced fruit a hun-
dredfold." And when He had
said these things, He cried
aloud, saying, "The one who
has ears to hear, let him hear."

I25
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109. THE PARABLES WERE GIVEN SO THE
MULTITUDE WOULD NOT UNDERSTAND

MATTHEW 13

10. And His disciples came to
Him and asked, "Why do You
speak to them in parables?"
1 1. And He answere d and said
to them, "Because it has been
given to you to know the mys-
ter ies of  the k insdom of
heaven, but to them'it has not
been given.
12. For whoever has under-
standing, to him more shall be
given, and he shall have an
abundance; but whoever does
not have understanding, even
what he has shall be taken
away from him.
13. For this reason I speak to
them in parables, because see-
ing, they see not; and hearing,
they hear not; neither do they
understand.
14. And in them is fulfilled the
prophecy of Isaiah, which says,'In hearing you shall hear, and
in no way understand; and in
seeing you shall see, and in no
way percelve;
15. For the heart of this people
has grown fat, and their ears are
dull of hearing, and their eyes
they have closed; lest they
should see with their eyes, and
should hear with their dars, and
should understand with their
hearts, and should be con-
verted. and I should heal them.'
16. But blessed are yovr eyes,
because thev see: and vour
ears. because thev hear.
17. For truly I sayto you, many
prophets and righteotJs men
have desired to see what you
see, and have not seen; anil to
hear what you hear, and have
not heard.u

MARK 4

10. Now when He was alone,
those who were around Him
with the twelve asked Him
about the parable.
11. And He said to them, "To
you it has been given to know
the mystery of the kingdom of
God; butto those who are with-
out, al l  things are done in
parables;
12. So that in seeing they may
see, and not perceive; and in
hearing they may hear, and not
understand; lest they should be
conver ted,  and the i r  s ins
should be forgiven them."u

a - Isa. 6:9-10

LUKE 8

9. Then His disciples asked
Him, saying, "What might this
parable be?"
10. And He said, "To you ithas
been siven to know the mvs-
teries'of the kingdom of God;
but to the rest it is given rn
parables, so that in seeing they
may not see, and in hearing
thev mav not understand.u

r%

Typical Outdoor Market
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110. JESUS'EXPLANATION OF THE PARABLE
OF THE SOWER TO HIS DISCIPLES

MATTHEW 13

18. Therefore, hear the parable
of the sower:
19. When anyone hears the
word of the kingdom and does
not understand it, the wicked
one comes and snatches away
that which was sown in his
heart. This is the one who was
sown by the way.
20. Now the one who was sown
upon the rocky places is the
one who hears the word and
immediately receives it with
Joy;
2l.Butbecause he has no root
in himself, he does not endure;
for when tribulation or perse-
cution arises because of the
word, he is quickly offended.
22. Andthe one who was sown
among the thorns is the one
who hears the word, but the
cares of this life and the deceit-
fulness of riches choke the
word, and it becomes unfruit-
ful.
23.Butthe one who was sown
on good ground, this is the one
who hears the word and under-
stands, who indeed brinss forth
fruit and produces - onia hun-
dredfold, another sixtyfold and
another thirtyfold."

Roclcy Places
Did Not Produce

MARK 4

13.  And He said to  them,"Don't you understand this
parable? Then how will you
know all the other parablei?
14. The sower sows the Word.
15. Now the ones by the way,
where the Word was sown,
these are the ones who hear, but
Satan comes at once and takes
away the Word that was sown
in their hearts.
16. And the ones which were
in like manner sown upon the
rocky places, these are the ones
who when they hear the Word,
immediately receive it with
Joy;
17. But because they have no
root in themselves, they do not
endure; when tribulation or
persecution arises because of
the Word, they are quickly of-
fended.
18. And those which were
sown among the thorns, these
are the ones who hear the
Word,
19. But the cares of this life,
and the deceitfulness of riches,
and the lusts of other thinss
that comeinto their liyes cho[e
the Word, and it becomes un-
fruitful.
20. Now those which were
sown upon the good ground,
these are the ones who hearthe
Word and receive it ,  and
bring forth fruit, one thirtyfold,
and one sixtyfold, and one
a hundredfold."

LUKE 8

11. Now this is the parable: The
seed is the Word of God;
12. And those by the road are
those who hear; but the devil
comes and takes away the
Word from theirheart. lesi thev
should believe andbe saved.-
1 3. And those that fel/ upon the
tockare those who, when they
hear, receive the Word with
joy; but these do not have any
root, who believe only for a
while, and in time of riial fall
away.
14. And that which fell into the
thorns are those who have
heard, but are choked while
pursuing the carcs and riches
and pleasures of life, and do
not bring any fruit to maturity.
15. And that which fell on the
good ground are those who. in
a right and good heart, hear the
Word and keep ir. and bring
forth fruit with'endurance.

"SomeWill Produce A
HundredTimes"
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MARK 4

21. And He said to them, "Is a lamp lit to be
put under a bushelbasket or under abed? Is it
not rather lit tobe put on a lampstand?
22.For there is nothine hidden that shall nor be
made manifest; nor his any secret thing taken
place, but that it should come to light. 

-

23. If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear."

A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfu of Jesus Christ

111. ALL SECRETS SHALL BE REVEALED, AND NOTHING SHALL BE HIDDEN
LUKE 8

16. Now no one after lighting a lamp covers
it with a vessel, or puts ir under a couch, but
puts ir on a lampstand, so that those who are
entering may see the light.
17. For there is nothins hidden that shall not
be made manifest, nor dny secret that shall not
be known and come to lisht.

112. YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR WHAT YOU HEAR
MARK 4

24. And He said to them, "Take heed ro what
yoq hear: for with whatever measure you use,
it shall be measured back to vou: and to those
who hear, it shall be added.
25. For whoever has, to him shall morebe given;
but the one who does not have, even that which
He has shall be taken from him."

113. THE PARABLE OF THE TARES

MATTHEW 13
24. And He. put another parable- befo19 t!9-r saying, "The kingdom of heaven is compared
to a man who was sowing good seed in his field;
25. But while men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and
went away.
26. Now when the blades sprorted and produced fruit, then the tares also appeared.
27 . And the servants came to the master of the house and said to him, 'Sir, tiia you not sow
good seed in your field? Then where did these tares come from?'
28. And he said to them, 'A man who is an enemy has done this.' Then the servants said to
!!m.'Do you want us to go out and gather them?'
2,9.But he said, 'No, lest while you are gathering the tares, you also uproot the wheat with
them.
30. Allow b9!! to. grow together until the harvest; and at the time of the harvest, I will say to
the reapers. "Gather the tares first, and bind them into bundles to burn them; but gatheithe
wheat into my granary."

114. A PARABLE OF HOW GOD FULFILLS HIS PURPOSB
COMPARED TO A HARVEST

MARK 4
26.Then He said, "The kingdom of God is likened to this: It is as if a man should cast seed
upon the earth,
27 . And should sleep and rise night and day, and the seed should sprout and grow, but he
does not know how.
28. For the earth brings forth of itself, first a blade, then a head, then full grain in the head.
29. And when the grain is mature, immediately he puts in the sickle, fo-r the harvest has
come."u

a - Joel 3: 13; Rev. 14: 15

LUKE 8

18. Therefore, take heed how you hear. For
whoever has, to him shall be given; but who-
ever does not have, even what he seems to have
shall be taken from him."
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1T5. THE PARABLE OF THE GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEED
MATTHEW 13

31. Another parable He presented to them, say-
ing, "The kingdom of hbaven is compared to a
/iny mustard seed, which a man took ahd sowed
in his field;
32. Which indeed is the least of all the seeds;
but after it is grown, it is greater than all the
herbs, and becomes a tree."so that the birds of
heaven come and roost in its branches."u

MARK 4

30. And He said, "To what then shall we liken
the kingdom of God? Or with what parable
shall we compare it?
31. It is like a riny mustard seed, which, when
it has been sown upon the earth, is less than all
the seeds that are upon the earth;
32. But when it has been sown, it grows up and
becomes greater than all the heibs, and pro-
duces great branches, so that the birds ofheaven
are able to roost under the shadow of it."ua-Dan .4 :12

116. THE KINGDOM OF GOD COMPARED TO LEAVEN
MATTHEW 13

33..Another parable H" -tpgFg to them: "The kingdom of heaven is compared to leaven,
which a woman took and hid in three measures of-flour, until all was leavdned."

117. THE PURPOSE OF PARABLES

MATTHEW 13
34. Jesus spol.<e all these things to the multitudes in parables, and without a parable He did
not speak to them;
35. 19 that it !!ght-be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, "I will open My
mouth in parables; I will utter things hiddenfrom tie fouidaiion of iheliofld:'^

a - Psa. 78:2;49:4

118. THE EXPLANATION OF THE PARABLES TO HIS DISCIPLES

MATTHEW 13

36. And after dismissing the multitude, Jesus
went into the house. Then His disciples came
to Him. saying, "Explain to us the parable of
the tares of the field."
37. And He answered and said to them, "The
one who sows the good seed is the Son of man;
38. And the fieldls the world; and the good
seed, these are the children of the kingdom"; but
the tares are the children of the wiclied, one.
39. Now the enemy who sowed them is the
devil; and the harvest is the endof the ase. and
the reapers are the angels.
40. Therefore, as the tares are gathered and
consumed in the fire, so shall it bJin the end of
this age.
41. The Son of man shall send forth His an-
ggls, and^they shall gather out of His kingdom
all the offenders and those who are praclicing
lawlessness;

MARK 4

]................_Q. And with many such parables He spoke rhe
Word to them, as ihey wbre able to hebr;
34. _For withoqt a parable He did not speak
t9 them; but He eiplained all things to His
disciples privately.

Nazareth
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MATTHEW 13

42, Andthey shall cast them into the furnace of
fire. There shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.
43. Then shall the righteous shine forth as the
sun in the kingdombf their Father. The one
who has ears to hear, let him hear.u

a-Dan.  l2 :3

1I9. THE KINGDOM OF GOD COMPARED
TO HIDDEN TREASURE

MATTHEW 13
44. Again, the kingdom of heaven is compared to treasure hidden in a field; which when a
man finds, he conceals, and for the joy of finding it, goes and sells everything that he has,
and buys that field.

120. THE KINGDOM OF GOD COMPARED
TO THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE

MATTHEW 13
45. Again, the kingdom of heaven is compared to a merchant seeking beautiful pearls;
f6. Who, after finding one very precious pearl, went and sold everyIhing that he had, and
bought it.

121. THE KINGDOM OF GOD COMPARED
TO A FISHERMAN'S NET

MATTHEW 13
47. Agun,.thelcingdom of heaven is compared to a dragnet cast into the sea, gathering in
every ktnd of fish;
48. Which after it was filled was drawn up on shore; and they sat down and collected the
ggoq-i{rtg vessels, and the corrupt they threw away.
49. This is.the way it will be in the enci of the age: lhe angels shall go out, and shall separate
the wicked from among the righteous,
50. And shall cast them into the furnace of fire; there shall be wailing and gnashing of
teeth."

I22. IJIS DISCIPLES UNDERSTOOD THE PARABLES

MATTHEW 13
51. Jesus said to them, "Have you understood all these things?" They said to Him, "Yes,
Lord."
52. Then He said to them, "Therefore: eygry scribe who has been instructed in the kingdom
of heaven is like a man who is a householdei, who brings forth out of his treasure thingl new
and old."
53. And it came to pass thatwhenJesus had finished these parables, He departed from there.

Pearl of Great Price
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123. YOU MUST FOLLOW JESUS IN SPITE OF ALL
PERSONAL CIRCUMSTANCES

MATTHEW 8
18. But when Jesus. saw great multitudes around Him, He commanded His disciples to
depart to the other side.
19. And a certain scribe came to Him andsaid, "Master, I will followYou whereveryou may
go."
20. Then Jesus said to him, "The foxes have holes, and the birds of heaven have nests;but
the Son of man has no place to lay His head.',
21. And another of His disciples said to Him, "Lord, allow me first to go and bury my
father."
22.ButJesus said to him, "Follow Me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead.,,

124. JESUS REBUKES A STORM

MARK 4

35. Now on the same dav.
when evening ciune, He said [o
them, "Let us go over to the
other side."
36. And after dismissins the
multitude, they took Uim'with
them, as He was already in the
ship; and there were many
other small ships with Him
also.
37. And a violent windstorm
came up, and the waves were
crashing into the ship so force-
fully that it was rapidly filling
up.
38. Now He was at the stern
sleeping on a cushion. And
they aroused Him, and said to
Him, "Master, don't You care
that we are perishing?"
39. And after being iwakened,
He rebuked the wind and said
to the sea, o'Silence! Be still."
And the wind died, and there
was a great calm.
40. And He said to them. "Whv
are you so fearful? Why dir
you not have faith?"
41. But they were afraid, and
said to one another in great
fear, "Who then is this."that
even the wind and the sea obey
Him?"

LUKE 8

22. Now it came to pass on one
of those days that He and His
disciples wi:nt into a ship; and
He said to them, "Let us go
over to the other side of t6e
lake." And they put off from
the shore.
23. And as they sailed, He fell
asleep; and a windstorm came
down on the lake, and they
were being fiIled with water,
and were in danser.
24. Thenthey caire to Him and
woke Him up, saying, "Mas-

ter, Master, we are perishing!"
And He arose and iebuked ihe
wind and the raging of the wa-
ter; and they ceased, and there
was a calm.
25.  And He said to  them,"Where is your faith?" But
they were afraid, and won-
dered, saying to one another,"Who then is this, that He com-
mands even the winds and the
water, and they obey Him?"

MATTHEW 8

23. And when He entered into
the ship, His disciples followed
Him.
24. Now a great tempest sud-
denly arose in the sea, so great
that the ship was being covered
by the waves;  but"He was
sleeping.
25. And His disciples came to
Him and awoke Him, saying,"Lord, save us! We are perish-
ing."
26. AndHe said to them. "Whv

are you afraid, O you of littl'e
faith?" Then He arose and rc-
buked the winds and the sea,
and there was a great calm.
27 . But the men ive re amazed,
saying, "What hJnd of man is
this, that even the winds and
the sea obey Him?"

Violent Storm
- H. Armstrong Roberts
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125. JESUS CASTS THE LEGION OF DEMONS OUT OF A MAN,
AND THEY GO INTO A HERD OF SWINE

LUKE 8

26. Then they sailed down to
the country of the Gadarenes,
which is across from Galilee.
27. And when He went out on
the land, there metHim a cer-
tain man from the city who had
been possessed by d6mons for
a long time; and he was not
wearing any clothes, and did
not dwell in a house, but in the
tombs.
28. Now when he saw Jesus,
he cried out and fell down in
front of Him, and said with a
loud voice. "What doYou have
to do with me, Jesus, Son of
God the Most High? I beseech
You, do not torment me."
29. For He had commanded the
unclean spirit to come out of
the man. For many times it had
seized him, and each time he
was restrained. beins bound
with chains andfetterf ;bilaf-
terbreaking the bonds, he was
driven by the demon into the
desert.
30. And Jesus asked it, saying,o'What is your name?" And it
said, "Legion," because many
demons had entered into him.
31. Then itbegged Himthat He
would not command them to
go away into the abyss.
32. Now there was a herd of
many swine feeding there on
the mountain, and they begged
Him thatHe would allow them
to enter into the swinei and He
gave them permission.
33. And the demons went out
of the man and entered into the
swine, and the whole herd
rushed headlong down the
steep slope into the lake and
were drowned.
34. Now when those who were
feeding the swine saw whathad
taken place, they fled; and they
wentandreported lr to the city
and to the countrv.
35. And thosewio heardwent

MARK 5

1. And they came to the other
side of the sea, to the country
of the Gadarenes.
2. And as soon as He had left
the ship, there met Him from
out of the tombs a man with an
unclean spirit,
3 .  Who had h is  dwel l ins
among the tombs; and no on6
had the power to restrain him
even with chains;
4. For he had often been bound
with fetters and chains, but the
chains had been torn to pieces
by him, and the fetters had
been shattered; and no one had
the strength to subdue him.
5. And continually, night and
day, in the mountains and in the
tombs, he was screaming and
cutting himself with ston-es.
6. But when He saw Jesus from
afar, he ran and worshiped
Him.
7. And crying out with a loud
voice. he said. "What have I to
do withYou, Jesus, Son of God
the Most High? I adjure You
by God, do not torment me."
8. For He was saying to it, "IJn-

clean. spirit, come out of the
man. .
9. And He asked it, "What is
your name?" And it answered,"My name is.Legion, because
we afe many.'
10. And it begged Him again
and again that He would not
send them out of the country.
11. Now near the mountain,
there was a large herd of swine
feeding;
12. And all the demons pleaded
with Him, saying, "Send us to
the swine,  so that  we mav
enter into them."
13. Then Jesus immediatelv
permitted themto go. And thi:
unclean spirits went out of the
man and entered into the
swine; and the herd stampeded
down the steep into the sea

MATTHEW 8

28. And when He had come to
the other side into the country
of the Gergesenes, there met
Him two who were possessed
by demons coming out of the
tombs, so violent that no one
was able to pass by that way.
29. Andthey cried out at once,
saying, "What do You have to
do with us, Jesus, Son of God?
HaveYou come here to torment
us before the time?"
30. Now there was far off from
them a herd of many swine
feeding;
31. And the demons pleaded
with Him, saying, "If You cast
us out, allow us to go into the
herd of swine."
32. AndHe said to them, "Go!"

And after coming out, they
went into the herd of swine;
and suddenlv the entire herd of
swine rushed down the steep
slope into the sea and died in
the waters.
33. But those who were tend-
ing them fled, and after going
into the city reported every-
thing, and what had happened
to those who had been pos-
sessed bv demons.
34. Andihe entire citv imme-
diately went out to me-et Jesus;
and when they saw Him. thev
besought Him to depart frorir
their borders.

Mountain Slope
Runs into Sea
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LUKE 8

out to see what had taken place;
and they came to Jesus, and
found the man from whom the
demons had gone out, clothed
and of a sound mind, seated at
Jesus' feet. And they were
afraid.
36. And those who had seen ir
described to them how the one
who had been possessed by
demons was healed.
37. Then all the multitude of
the Gadarenes from the coun-
try around asked Him to depart
from them; forthey were fi-lled
with great fear. And He went
into the ship to return.
38. And the man from whom
the demons had sone out
begged tobe taken i'itn Um.
But Jesus sent him away, say-
ing,
39. "Return to your own house
and relate all that God has
done for you." And he went
throughout the whole city,
proclaiming all that Jesus had
done for him.

MARK 5
(now they were about two
thousand) ,  and they a l l
drowned in the sea.
14. And those who were feed-
ing the swine fled in fear and
reported it in the city and in the
country. Then they went out
to see what it was that had been
done.
15. And they came to Jesus and
saw the man who had been
possessed by demons, the one
who had the Legion, sitting and
clothed and of a sound mind;
and they were afraid.
16. Then those who had seen
it reported to them what had
happened to the one who had
been possessed by demons,
and the things concerning the
swine.
17. And they began to urge
Him to depart frdm their bdr-
ders.
18. Now when He boarded the
ship, the one who had been
possessed by demons begged
Him that h-e misht be ir," i th
Him.
19. But Jesus did not permit
him, but said to him, "Go to
your house and to your own,
and tell them how much the
Lord has done foryou,andhow
He has pitied you."
20. Then he departed and be-
gan to proclaim in Decapolis
how much Jesus had done for
him; and all were amazed.

Demon Possession
- Wide World Photos

Fishermen and Boat
on Sea of Galilee

- Matson Photo Service

Beth Gerah South End of
Sea of GalileeSouth of Sea of Galilee
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126. JESUS RETURNS TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SEA,
AND MULTITUDES ARE WAITING FOR HIM

LUKE 8

40. Now it came to pass that
when Jesus returned, the mul-
titude gladly received Him; for
they had all been looking for
Him.

LUKE 8

41. And a man whose name
was Jairus came immediatelv.
and he was a ruler of the syni-
gogue; and after fallin-g at
Jesus'feet, he begged Him to
come to his house.
42. Because his only daughter,
about twelve years old, was
dying. And as He went, the
mult i tudes were thronging
Him.

LUKE 8

43. And a woman who had
been ffiicted with a flow of
blood for twelve years, andhad
spenther whole living on phy-
sicians, but cotldnot be cured
by anyone,
44. Came behind Him and
touched the border of His gar-
ment; and immediately the
flow of her blood stoppe-d.
45.  And Jesus sa id,  "Who

touched Me?" And as every-
one began to deny it,Peter aid
those with Him said, "Master.

the multitudes are thronging
and pressingYou, andYou ask,'Who touched Me?' "

46. But Jesus said, "Someone

touched Me, because I know
thatpower went out from Me."

MARK 5

21. Now when Jesus had asain
crossed in the ship to the o-ther
side of the sea, a great multi-
tude was gathered to Him; and
He was by the sea.

MATTHEW 9

l. And after going into the ship,
He passed over and came to
His own citv.

MATTHEW 9

18. While He was speaking
these things to them, suddenly
a ruler came and worshiped
Him, saying, "My daughterhas
just died, but come and lay
Your hands on her, and she
shall live."
19. Then Jesus arose, and His
disciples followed Him.

MATTHEW 9

20. And behold, a woman who
had been ffiicted with a flow
of blood/or twelve years, af-
ter  coming behind Him,
touched the hem of His gar-
ment.
2l.For she said within herself,"If only I shall touch His gar-
ment, I shall be healed."
22.ButJesus turned; and see-
ing the woman, He said to her,"Be of good courage, daugh-
ter: vour faith has made vou
who[e." And from that houithe
woman was healed.

127. JAIRUS REQUESTS HEALING FOR HIS DAUGHTER

I28. A WOMAN IS HEALED OFA HEMORRHAGE
SHE HAD FOR TWELVE YEARS

MARK 5

22. Andbehold, one of the rul-
ers of the synagogue came,
Jairus bv name: and when he
saw Him, he fell at His feet;
23. And he earnestly besought
Him, saying, "My little daugh-
ter is at the point of death. I beg
You to come down and lay
Yourhands on her. so that she
may be healed; and she shall
live."
24. AndHe departed with him;
and a great multitude followed
Him, pressing around Him.

MARK 5

25. Then a certain woman who
had been ffiicted with an is-
sue of blood for twelve years,
26. And had suffered greatly
under the hand of many physi-
cians, and had spent all that she
had, and was not benefited in
any way but rather was getting
worse,
27. When she heard about
Jesus, came in the multitude
behind Him and touched His
galment;
28. For she said, "IfI can only
touch His garments, I shall be
cured."
29. Andimmediately the foun-
tain of her blood was dried up,
and she knew inher body that
she was healed froni the
scourge.
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LUKE 8

41. Then the woman, seeing
that her act w as not concealed-,
came trembline: and after fall-
ing down in frbnt of Him be-
fore all the people, she declared
fbr what cause she had touched
Him, and how she had imme-
diately been healed.
48. And He said to her, "Be of
good courage, daughter; your
faith has hJaled v6u. Cb in
peace.

LUKE 8

49. While He was yet speak-
ing, one came from the ruler
of the synagogue's house. say-
ing to him.-*Yiur daughter his
died. Do not trouble the Mas-
ter."
50. But hearing tftis, Jesus an-
swered him, saying. "Do not be
afraid. Onlv 6eliEve. and she
shall be restbred."
51. And when He went into the
house, He did not allow any-
one to go in with Him except
Peter and James and John, and
the father and the mother of the
child.
52.And they were all weeping
and bewail ing her. Bur He
said, "Do not weep. She is not
dead, but is sleeping."

MARK 5

30. Now Jesus knew at once
within Himself thar power had
gone out of Him; and ttxning
in the crowd, He said, "Who
touched My garments?"
31. But His disciples said ro
Him,  "You see the crowd
pressing around You, and You
ask, 'Who touched Me?' "
3Z.Then He looked around to
see who had done this.
33. And the woman, frightened
and trembling, knowin-g what
had been dondin her, caire and
fell down before Him, and told
Him all the truth.
34.  Then He said to  her ,"Daughteq your faith has cured
you. Go in peace, and be
whole from your scourge."

MARK 5

35. While He was still speak-
ing, they came from the-ruler
of the synagogue's house, say-
ing, "Your"dlughter is dea'd.
Why bother the Teacher any
longer?"
36. But when Jesus heard the
words that were spoken, He
said to the ruler of the svna-
gogue, "Do not be afraid. Only
believe."
37. And He did not allow any-
one to accompany Him except
Peter and James and John, the
brother of James.
38. Now when He came to the
house of the ruler of the syna-
gogue, He saw atumtlt,people
weeping and wailing loudly.

City of Tiberias

MATTHEW 9

23. Now when Jesus came into
the ruler's house, and saw the
flute players and the multitude
making an uproar,
24. He said to them, "Back

away! For the damsel is not
dead, but is sleeping." And
they laughed at Him.
25.Butwhen the multitude had
been put out, He went in and
took hold of her hand, and the
damsel arose.
26. And this report went out
into all that land.

irffi
i* l-'"

FG..*

Stone from Synagogue

129. JAIRUS'DAUGHTER DIES AND IS RAISED TO LIFE AGAIN
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LUKE 8

53. Then they laughed at Him,
knowing that she was dead.
54. But after putting everyone
out, He took hold of her hand
and cried, saying, "Child,

arrse.
55. And her spirit returned, and
she immediately arose; and He
directed that something to eat
should be given to her.
56.  And her  parents were
amazed; but He charged them
not to tell anyone what had
happened.

MARK 5

39. And when He had entered,
He said to them, "Why are you
making a tumult and weeping?
The child is not dead, but is
only sleeping."
40. And they laughed at Him
in disbelief. But after He had
plut them all out, He took with
Himthe father and the mother
of the child, and those with
Him, and went into the room
where the child was lying.
41. And taking the child by the
hand, He said to her, "Talitha

cumi"; which is, being inter-
preted, "Little girl,I saylo you,
arise!"
42. And immediately the little
girl arose and walked, for she
was twelve years old. And they
were filled with great amaze-
ment.
43. Then He strictly charged
them that no one should know
this, and He told them to give
her something to eat.

Two Synagogue Scenes
of Jesus'Time

130. JESUS HEALS TWO BLIND MEN

MATTHEW 9

27. Now as Jesus was traveling from there, two blind men followed, crying and saying,"Have pity on us, Son of David."
28. And after coming into the house, the blind men came to Him; and Jesus said to them,"Do you believe that I have the power to do this?" They said to Him, "Yes, Lord."
29.Then He touched their eyes, saying, 'According to your faith be it to you."
30. And their eyes were opened. And He sternly warned them, saying, "See that you do not
let anyone know lt "

31. But they went out and made Him known in all that land.

131. JESUS HEALS DUMB MAN POSSESSED BY A DEMON

MATTHEW 9

32. And as they were leaving, behold, they brought to Him a dumb man, possessed by a
demon;
33. And when the demon had been cast out, the one who had been dumb spoke. And the
multitudes wondered, saying, "Never has the like been seen in Israel."
34. But the Pharisees said, "By the prince of the demons He casts out demons."
35. Then Jesus went around to all the cities and the villages, teaching in their synagogues,
and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every bodily
weakness among the people.

136



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus Christ

132. JESUS IS MOVED WITH COMPASSION FOR THE PEOPLE
MATTHEW 9

36. A.n{ seeing the multitudes, He was moved_ylth compassion for them, because they were
wearied and scattere_d_.abq9ad, ls sheep who did not have a shepherd.^
37. Then He said to His disciples, "Tlie harvest is truly great, brut the workmen are few;
38. Therefore, beseech the Lbrd of the harvest, that H; may send workmen out into i{is
hafvest."

a - Num. 2l:17:Isa.53:6

133. A PROPHET HAS NO HONORAND RESPECT IN HIS OWN COUNTRY
MARK 6

1. And He left there and came into His own
country, and His disciples followed Him.
2. Now when the Sabbath day came. He besan
to teach in the synagogue; ahd many of thlose
who heard Him weriaslonished, sayiirg,""From
where did this man getthese thingsi And what
is this wisdom that f,as been eivei to Him. that
by His hands many miracles-are done also?
3. Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary,
and the brother of James and Joses and Judis
and Simon? And are not His sisters here with
us?" And they were offended in Him.
4. But Jesus laid to them, 'A prophet is not
without honor except in his own country, and
among his ownkinsmen, and in his own house."
5. And He was not able to do anv works of
power there, except that He laid Fliihands on a
few sick people and healed them.
6. And He was arnazedby their unbelief. Then
He went about the villages in a circuit, teach-
ing the people.

MATTHEW 13

54. And after comins into His own countrv. He
taught them in theii synagogue, so that'ihey
were amazed and said, "From where did this
man receive this wisdom and these works of
power?
55. Is this not the carpenter's son? Is not His
mother called Mary, and His brothers James and
Joses and Simon and Judas?
56. And His sisters, are thev not all with us?
From where then did this man receive all these
things?"
57. And they were offended in Him. Then Jesus
said to them, 'A prophet is not without honor,
except in his owncountry and in his ownhousa"
58. And He did not do many works of power
there because of their unbelief.

134. JESUS AUTHORIZES THE TWELVE APOSTLES
TO HEAL AND PREACH, AND SENDS THEM

ON THBIR FIRST TRAINING TOUR

MATTHEW 10

l. And when He had called His
twelve disciples, He gave them
authority over unclean spirits,
to cast them out. and to heal
every disease and every kind of
sickness.
2. Now the names of the twelve
apostles are these: first, Simon
who is called Peter, and his
brother Andrew; James, the s on
of Zebedee, and his brother
John:

MARK 6

7. And He called the twelve to
Him and began to send them
out, two by two; and He gave
them authority over unclean
spirits.
8. And He commanded them
not to take anything for the
journey except a staff - no bag
of provisions, nor bread, noi
money in the belt;
9. But ro be shod with sandals;
and not to put on two coats.

LUKE 9

1. Then He called His twelve
disciples together and gave
them power and authority over
all the demons, and to heal
diseases;
2. And He sent them to pro-
claim the kinsdom of God. and
to heal those-who were sick.
3. And He said to them, "Take

nothing for the journey -
neither staffs, nor provision
bag, nor bread, nor money, nor
two coats apiece.

r37



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus Christ

MATTHEW 10
3. Philip and Bartholomew;
Thomas and Matthew, the
fo rme r tax collector; James, the
son of Alpheus, and Lebbeus,
who was surnamed Thaddeus;
4. Simon the Cananean; and
Judas Iscar io t ,  who a lso
betrayed Him.

Desert Area of
Sodom and Gomorrah

MARK 6
10. Then He said to them,"Wherever you go, if you are
invited to come into a house,
remain there until you leave
thatcity.
11. But as many as will not re-
ceive you, nor hear you, when
you depart from there, shake
off the dust that is under your
feet as a witness against them.
Truly I say to you, it shall be
more tolerable for Sodom and
Gomorrah in the day of judg-
ment than for that city."
12. Andthey went ouf and pro-
claimed that all should repent.
13. And they cast out many
demons: and thev anointed
with oil many sick people, and
healed them.

Pl ltf wilf :16Yf',,',f'W

LUKE 9
4. And whatever house you
may enter, lodge there and go
forth from there.
5. But whoever will not receive
you, as you are departing from
that city, shake off even the
dust from your feet for a testi-
mony against them."
6. Then they went out and
passed through the villages,
preaching the gospel  and
healing everywhere.

Desolate Region South of
Sodom and Gomomah

Dead Sea Near
Sodom and Gomorrah

135. COMMISSION TO THE 12 APOSTLES:
GO TO THE LOST SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL

MATTHEW 10
5. These twelve Jesus sent out,. after commanding them, saying, "Do not go into the way of
the Gentiles, and do not enter into a city of the Samaritans;
6. But go instead to the lost sheep of tie house of Israel.
Z. And as you are going, proclaim, saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.'
8. Heal the sick. Cleanse the lepers. Raise the dead. Cast out demons. Freely you have
received; freely give.
9. Do not provide gold, nor silver, nor money in your belts,
10. Nor a provision bag for the way, nor two coats, nor shoes, nor a staff; for the workman
is worthy of his food.
11. And whatever city or village you enter, inquire who in it is worthy, and there remain
until you leave.
12. When you come into the house, salute it;
13. And if the house is indeed worthy, let your peace be upon it. But if it ls not worthy, let
your peace return to you.
14. And whoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when you leave thathouse ot
that city, shake off the dust from your feet.
15. Truly I say to you, it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrh a in the
day of judgment than for that city.
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136. BE WISE AS SERPENTS, HARMLESS AS DOVES

MATTHEW 10
16. Behold, I am sending you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves. Therefore, be wise as
serpents and harmless as doves.
17. But beware of men; for they will deliver you up to councils, and they will scourge you in
their synagogues;

137. WHEN YOU ARE DELIVERED UP FOR A WITNESS.
THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL INSPIRE YOU

MATTHEW 10
18. And you shall also be brought before governors and kings for My sake, for a witness to
them and to the natrons.

19: N9y y,h.n they dg.liver you up, do not be anxious about how or what you should speak;
tor in that hour it shall be given to you what you shall speak.
?9. Igr it.is not you who speak, bui the spirii of your Fither that speaks in you.
21. Then brother will deliver up brother to death;-and the father, the child; arid children will
!9e pp against their parents and have them put to death.
22. And you shall be-hated by all for My na^me's sake; but the one who endure s to the end,
that one shall be saved.
23. But when they persecute you in this city, escapeinto another; for truly I say to you, in no
way shall you have completed witnessing to the cities of Israel until the Sdn of man has
come.
24. A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master.
25. lt is sufficient for the disciple that he become as his teacher, and the servant as his
mq9tgr. If t$y have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they
call those of his household?
26. Therefore, do not fear them; because there is nothing covered that shall not be uncov-
ered, and nothing hidden that shall not be known.
27 .Whatl tell you in the darkness, speak in the light; and what you hear in the ear, proclaim
upon the housetops.

138. FEAR GOD. NOT MEN

MATTHEW 10
28. Do not be afraid of those who kill the body, but do not have the power to destroy the life;
rather, fear Him who has thepower to destr6y both life and bodyin Gehenna.
22t,k".not two lParrows sold for a coin? Aid,yet not one of th'im shall fall to the ground
wlthout your Father taking account of it.
30. But even the hairs of your head aie all numbered.
]!. lherefore, do not be ifraid; you are better than many sparrows.
12.-Now !hen, whoever shall confess Me before men, that oire will I also confess before My
Father, Who is in heaven.
33. But whoever shall deny Me before men, that one will l also deny before My Father, Who
is in heaven.
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MATTHEW I-4

1. At that t ime Herod the
tetrach heard of the fame of
Jesus,
2. And said to his servants,"This is John the Baptist; he
has risen from the dead, and
that is why these powerful
deeds arc at work in him."

A Hqrmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Lrfe of Jesus Christ

139. JESUS CAME NOT TO BRING PEACE. BUT A SWORD
MATTHEW 10

34. Do not think that I have come to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring peace,
but a sword.
35. For I have come to set a man at variance against his father, and a daughter against her
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.
36. And a man's enemies shall be those ofhis own household.

140. YOU MUST LOVE JESUS MORE THAN YOUR OWN FAMILY

MATTHEW 10
37. The one who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me: and the one who
loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.
38. And the one who does not take up his cross and follow Me is not worthy of Me.

141. YOU MUST LOSE YOUR LIFE IN JESUS
MATTHEW 10

39. The one who has found his life shall lose it: and the one who has lost his life for Mv sake
shall find it.

I42. TIilE BLESSING OF RECEIVING JESUS CHRIST
MATTHEW 10

40. The one who receives you receives Me, and the one who receives Me receives HimWho
sent Me.
41. The one who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive the reward of a
prophet; and the one who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall
receive the reward of a riehteoas man.
42. And if anyone shal glve to drink a cup of coldwater only to one of these little ones in
the name of a disciple, truly I say to you, he shall in no way lose his reward."

MATTHEW 11

1. And it came to pass that, when Jesus had finished commanding His twelve disciples, He
left there to teach and to preach in their cities.

143. HEROD THINKS JESUS IS JOHN THE BAPTIST
RISEN FROM THE DEAD

MARK 6

14. Then King Herod heafi of
Jesus, because His name be-
came widelv known: and he
said, "John the Baptist has
risen from the dead, and be-
cause of this these miracles are
being worked by him."

LUKE 9

7. Now Herod the tetrarch
heard of all the things that were
being done by Him; and he was
perplexed because it was said
by some that John had been
raised from the dead:
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MARK 6
15. Others said, "ft is Eliiah."
And others sa id,  " I i  is
a prophet, or one l ike the
prophets."
16. Bu! after hearin g these re-
ports, Herod said, 'ilt is John,
whom I beheaded. He has
risen from the dead."

LUKE 9
8. And by some that Elijah had
appeared, and by others that
one ofthe ancient prophets had
ansen.
9. And Herod said, "I beheaded
John, but Who is this about
Whom I hear such things?"
And he desired to see Him.

I44. HOW JOHN THE BAPTIST WAS BEHEADED
MATTHEW 14

3. For Herod had arrested John, bound him and
pu.t^him in prison, for the sake of Herodias, the
wife of his brother Philip;
4. Because John had said to him, .,It is not law_
ful for you to have her as your wife.,,
5. And he desired to put him to death; but he
feared the multitude, because they held him to
be a prophet.
6. Now when they were celebrating Herod's
birthday, the daughter of Herodias d-anced be-
fore them: and it pleased Herod.
7. Therefore, he promised with an oath to give
her whatever she mieht ask.
8. Then. belng urged'by her mother, she said,"Grve me, here on a platter, the head of John
the Baptist."
9. And the king was grieved; but because of the
oaths and those who were sitting with him, he
commanded that ir be erven.
10. And he sent and-beheaded John in the
prison.
11. And his head was brought on a platter and
given to the damsel, and s[e brousht ir to her
mother.

MARK 6
17. For Herod himself had sent and arrested
John and had him bound in prison, because of
Herodias, the wife of Philip his brother, whom
he had married.
18. For John had said to Herod, ',It is not law-
f11l for you to have your brother,s wife."u
19. And Herodias held it against him, and de-
sired to kill him, but was n6t able:
20. Because Herod feared John, realizins, that
he was a righteous- and holy man, and tep"t trim
saf.e. And after hearing him, he did^many
things: and he listened to him sladlv.
21. But an opportune day carie when Herod
prepared a banquer on his birthday for his prin-
cipal men. and for the chief capiains and the
important men of Galilee.
22. And the daughter of Herodias herself came
in and danced, and it pleased Herod and those
sitjr.nS with him at thb banquet; and the hjng
said to the young woman, *Ask me whatever
you desire, and I will give ir to vou."
23. Then he swore tb her, ',iVhatever 

vou
ask of me I will give to yov, up to half of my
kinqdom."
2.!_,_"!nd 9tt9r going out, she said to her mother,"What shall I ask?" And she said. .,The head
of John the Baptist."
25. Then she immedi_a1ely returned to the king
with haste and said, "I des'ire that you sive me at
once the head of John the Baptisfon a"Dlatter."
26. Now although the king was very'sorrow-
ful, because of ihe oaths aid those ivho were
sitting with him, he would not reject her re-
quest.
27. And without delay, the king sent a quards-
man and ordered his head to bE brouslit.
28. And he went and beheaded hiir in the
prison, andbrought his head on a platter, and
gave rt to the yogng woman; and the young
woman gave it to her mother.
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MATTHEW 14

l2.Thenhis disciples came and took the body,
and buried it; and they came and told ir to Jesus.

A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Lrfe of Jesus Christ

THE LENGTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST'S MINISTRY

John the Baptist's ministry can be divided into two pafts. The first part was his
active ministry. The second part was his inactive ministry, which took place during
the time he was in prison. He began preaching andbaptizing in the spring of 26 AD,
close to the Passover, when he was about thirty years old. After John's second Pass-
over, which was the first Passover during Jesus' ministry in27 AD, (John 2:13-25),
he was still baptizing (John 3:23-24). Shortly thereafter he was arrested and impris-
oned. This occurred before Jesus came into Galilee preaching the kingdom of God
and repentance (Mark 1:14-15). The first part of John's ministry apparently lasted
about 13 or 14 months.

Sometime after John's third Passover (the second during Jesus' ministry - see the
explanation of Luke 6:1 in the section showing the Passover framework), which was
in 28 AD, while in prison, he sent two of his disciples to ask Jesus if He were really
the Messiah. (See Luke 7:19-23, Matt. 1I:2-6.)

According to the chronology, sometime before the Passover in 29 AD (which
would have been the fourth during John's ministry - the third during Jesus'minis-
try), John was beheaded by Herod. After John's disciples buried him, they came and
told Jesus (Matt. I4:l-12). John's inactive ministry, while in prison apparently lasted
just under two years. In summary, this makes the total length of John's ministry,
active and inactive, approximately three years.

145. JOHN THB BAPTIST WAS BURIED BY HIS DISCIPLES

MARK 6

29. Now when his disciples heard of it, they
came and took up his body, and laid it in the
tomb.
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PART IV
FROM PASSOVER 29 AD

TO PASSOVER 30 AT)
146. FEEDING OF 5,000 BEFORE THE THIRD PASSOVER

JOHN 6

1. After these things,
Jesus crossed over the
Sea of Galilee (or Sea
of Tiberias);
2. And a great multi-
tude followed Him,
because they had seen
the miracles that He
worked upon those
who were sick.
3. Then Jesus went up
into a mountain and
sat there with His dis-
ciples.
4. Now the Passover,
a feast of the Jews.
was near.u
5.  And when Jesus
lifted up Flis eyes and
saw a great multitude
coming toward Him,
He  sa id  to  Ph i l i p ,"How shall we buv
enough loaves to feed
all these?"
6. But He said this to
test him, because He
knew what He was
about to do.
7. Phil ip answered
Him, "Two hundred
silver coins would not
be sufficient to buy
enough loaves for
each of  them to
receive a little."
8 .  And  one  o f  H is
d isc ip les,  Andrew,
the brother of Simon
Peter, said to Him.
9. "Here is a little bov
who has five barley
loaves and two smail
f ish; but what are
these for so many
people?"

a-Lev.23:5

MARK 6

30. Then the apostles
gathered togeth-er with
Jesus, and thev related
to Him evefyth ing,
both what thev hid
done and whai thev
had tausht.
31. An-d He said to
them, "All  of vou
come away intb a
desert place, and rest
a while." For there
were so many people
coming and soins that
thev did noi haie an
opportunlty even to
eat.
32. Then they de-
parted alone by ship to
a place in the wilder-
NCSS,

33. But the multitudes
saw them leaving, and
many  recogn ized
Him; and theiall ran
together there from all
the cities, and went
ahead of them; and
they came tosether to
Hift.
34. And when Jesus
arrived, He saw the
great multitude; and
He was moved with
compassion toward
them because they
were like sheep with-
out a shepherd. Then
He began to teach
them many things.

LUKE 9

10. Now when they
returned, the apostles
related to Him-every-
thing they had don-e.
Then He took them
and withdrew pri-
vately into a desert
place-of a city cal led
Bethsaida.
I  1 .  And when the
multitudes knew i/,
they followed Him;
and He received them
and spoke to them
about the kinsdom of
God, and He"healed
those who had need of
healing.
12. But when the day
began to decline, th-e
twelve came to Him
and said, "Dismiss the
multitude, so thatthey
may go into the vil-
lages and the country
round about, and may
find lodging and pro-
vrsrons;  tor  we are
here in a desert place."
13. Then He said to
them, "You give them
somethingtoeat." But
they said, "There is
nothing more than five
loaves and two fish
with us, unless we go
and buy food for ill
the people."
14. For there were
about five thousand
men. Then He said to
His disciples, "Make
them sit in companies
bv fifties."

MATTHEW 14

13. Now after hearine
rftis, Jesus departed
from there bv sliip into
a wi lderneiss f lace
apart� But when the
multitudes heard that
He had left, thev fol-
lowed Him on- foot
from the cities.
14. And after going
out, Jesus saw a sreat
multitude; and He"was
moved with compas-
sion toward them. and
healed their sick.
15 .  Now when
evening was ap-
proaching, His dis-
ciples came to Him,
saying, "This placeis
a wilderness, and the
timeto eathasalready
passed; dismiss th-e
multitude so that they
may go into the vil-
lages and buy food for
themselves."
16. But Jesus said to
them. "Thev do not
need to go away. You
give them something
to eat."
17. But they said to
Him, "We d6 not have
anything here except
five loaves and twtr
fish."
18.  And He said to
them,  "B r ing  them
here to Me." 

-
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JOHN 6

10. Then Jesus said,"Have  the  men  s i t
down." Now there
was much grass in the
place; therefore the
men sat down, about
f i ve  thousand  in
number.
11. And Jesus took the
loaves; and when He
had given thanks, He
distributed themtothe
disciples, and the dis-
ciples to those who
were s i t t ing;  and in
like manner the small
fish, as much as they
desired.
12. And when they
were filled, He said to
His disciples, "Gather

together the fragments
that are left over, so
that nothing may be
lost."
13. Then they gath-
ercd them together,
filling twelve baskets
with fragments from
the five barley loaves,
which were left over
by those who had
eaten.

MARK 6

35.  Now because l r
was already a late
hour, His disciples
came to Him. saying,"This place is a wil-
derness, and the time
is alreadv late.
36. Disririss them so
that they may go into
the countrv  round
about and buy food for
themselves in the vil-
lages; for they have
nothins to eat."
37. Bui He answered
and said to them, "You

give them something
to eat." And they said
to Him, "Shall we go
andbuy two hundred
silver coins' worth of
bread, and give it to
them to eat?"
38. Then He said to
them, "How many
loaves do you have?
Go and see."  And
when they knew, they
said, "Five loaves,and
two fish."
39. And He ordered
them to make every-
one sit down by com-
panies on the green
grass.
40.  Then they sat
down in ranks, by
hundreds and by
fifties.
41. And after takins
the five loaves and thE
two fish, He looked up
into heaven and
blessed them; and He
broke the loaves and
gave them to His dis-
ciples, so that they
might setthembefore
the people. And the
two fish He divided
among them all.
42. And they all ate
and were satisfied.

LUKE 9

15. And they did so,
and made everyone sit
down.
16. Then He took the
five loaves and the
two fish; andlooking
up into heaven, He
blessed them and
broke them, and gave
them to His disciples
to set before the mul-
titude.
17. And they ate, and
everyone was satis-
fied: and that which
was left by them was
taken up, twelve
basketsfull.

MATTHEW 14

19 .  And  He  com-
manded the multitude
to sit on the grass.
Then He took the five
loaves and the two
ftsh1, and looking up
into heaven,  He
blessed them; and He
broke the loaves, and
gave  them to  H is
disciples, and the dis-
ciples to the mult i-
tude.
20. And thev all ate
and were fifed: and
they took up twelve
baskets ful l  of the
fragments that were
left over.
21. Now those who
a t e  w e r e  a b o u t
f ive thousand men,
besides women and
children.

Spring of En-Gedi
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MARK 6

43. Then they took up
twelve baskets full of
fragments of bread
and of fish.
44. Andthose who ate
of  the loaves were
about five thousand
men.

147. JESUS GOES UP INTO A MOUNTAIN TO PRAY
JOHN 6

14. Now when the men saw the
miracle that Jesus had done.
they said, "Of a truth, this is
the Prophet Who was to come
into the world."u
15. Because Jesus perceived
that they were about to come
and seize Him, so that they
-igbt make Him king, H-e
withdrew again to a mountain
by Himself alone.
16. Now when evening came,
His disciples went down to the
sea;
17.And they went into a ship
and were crossing the sea tb
Capernaum: for itlad already
become dark, and Jesus had not
come to them.

a - Deut. 18:15

MARK 6

45. Then He commanded His
disciples to get into the ship
at once and go ahead of
Him to the other  s ide to
Bethsaida, while He dismissed
the multitude.
46. Andafter He had sent them
away, He departed to the
mountaln to pray.

MATTHEW 14

22. And immediately Jesus
compelled His disciples to
enter the ship and go before
Him to the otlier sideiwhile He
dismissed the multitude.
23. And after dismissins the
multitude, He went up inio the
mountain apart to pray: and
when eveninq came. He was
there alone. 

-

Loaves of Bread

Mount Tabor

Sea of Galilee
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I48. JESUS WALKS ON THE WATER

JOHN 6

18. But the sea was asitated
because a strong win? was
blowing.
19. And after rowing about
twenty-five or thirty furlongs,
they saw Jesus walking on the
sea and approaching the ship;
and they were afraid.
20. But He said to them, "I am
He. Do not be afraid."
21. Then they willingly re-
ceived Him into the ship; and
immediately the ship was at the
land to which they were going.

MARK 6

47. Now when evening arrived,
the ship was in the middle of
the sea, and He was alone on
the land.
48. And He saw them laboring
in their rowing, because thE
wind was contrary to them.
And about the fourth watch of
the night, He came to them,
walking on the sea, and would
have passed by them.
49. But when they saw Him
walking on the sea, they
thought it was an apparition;
and thev cried out.
50. Beiause thev all saw Him
and were alarme'd. And imme-
diately He spoke to them,
and said to them, "Be of good
courage; ir is I. Do not fear."

MATTHEW 14

24.Butthe ship was now inthe
middle of the sea, being tossed
by the waves, because the wind
was contrary to them.
25. Now inthe fourth watch of
the night, Jesus went to them,
walking on the sea.
26. Andwhen the disciples saw
Him walkins on the sea. thev
were troublJd and said,."It is
an apparition!" And they cried
out in fear.
27. Bu�t immediately Jesus
spoke to them, saying, "Be of
good courage; ir is I. Do not
be afraid."

149. PETER WALKS ON THE WATER TO JESUS

MATTHEW 14

28. Then Peter answered Him and said, "Lord, if it be You, bid me to come to You upon the
waters."
29. And He sai4 "Come." And after climbing down from the ship, Peter walked upon the
waters to go to Jesus.
30. But when he saw how strong the wind was,he became afraid; and as he was beginning
to sink, he cried out, saying, "Lord, save me!"
31. And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and said to him, "O
you of little faith, why did you doubt?"

1-50. THE STORM CEASES WHEN JESUS COMES INTO THB BOAT
MARK 6

51. Then He went up to them into the ship, and
the wind ceased. And they were amaled in
themselves far beyond measure, and wondered.
52. For they did not understand the miracle of
the loaves, because their hearts were hardened.

MATTHEW 14

32. Now when they went into the ship, the wind
ceased.
33. And those in the ship came and worshiped
Him, saying, "You are truly the Son of Goil."

r46



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern Engtish - The Life of lesus Christ

151. THE SICK ARE HEALED IN GENNESARET
BY TOUCHING JESUS' CLOTHES

MARK 6

53. And after crossing over the sea. thev came
to the land of Gennesaret and drew to shore.
54. And when He came out of the ship, they
immediately recosnized Him.
55. Then those froir all around that countrv ran.
and began to carry those there who werd sick
on str_etcherc, taking themwherever they heard
that He was.
56. And wherever He entered into villaees or
cities or fields, they laid in the marketflaces
those who were sick; and they besoushi Him
that they might only rouch the bordei of His
garment; and all those who touched Him were
healed.

MATTHEW 14

34..And after qassing over the sea, they came
to the land of Gennesaret
35. And when the men of that place recognized
Him, they sent to all the country arounb; and
they brought to Him all those who were sick.
36. And rheybesought Him thar they might only
touch the hem of IIis garment; and as ira.ty as
touched it were healed.

152. THE LESSON FOR THE THIRD PASSOVER:
JESUS IS THE BREAD OF LIFE

JOHN 6
22. On the next day, the multitude standing on the other side of the sea, who had observed
that no other smaliship was ttrere Ueiiaes ihe one into *tri"fr the disciples had entered, and
that Jesus had not gone into rhe small ship with His discipl"r;di-rffi rii; A-ipi"; ilA
departed alone;
23. (But other small.ships had come_from Tiberias near the place where they had eaten the
lread, after the Lord hatl given thanks;)

?1^*:::9:ry,Y, 
when the multitude siw that Jesus was nor there, nor His disciples, they

also went rn the ships and came to Capernaum, looking for Jesus.
25. And after finding Him on the othei side of ihe sea."they said to Him, "Rabbi, when did
You come here?"
26. Jesus answered them and said, "Truly, 

!ruly I say to you, you do not seek Me because
you saw the-miracles, but because you at-e the bread and were-satisfied.
?1, ?,9-,no* abot for the food. that perishe s, but for the food that endures unto eternal life,
wnrcn me Jon of man shall give to you; for Him has God the Father sealed..'
2Q.Jherefore, they said to Him, "What shall we do, in ordeithar;" t";tt;dce the works
of God?"
29. Jesus answered-and said to them, "This is the work of God: that you believe in Him
Whom He has sent."
30- Therefore, they said to._Him, "What sign will You perform, that we may see it and
believe You? Whai work will you do?
31. Our fathers ate manna in the wilderness, as it is written: 'He gave them bread to eat that
came down from heaven."'u
32.Then Jesus said to-them, "Truly, truly I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread
llom heaven; but My Father gives you thi: truebrea'O frbm heaven.
33. For the bread of God is ft? Wtrb comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.',
34. Therefolg. th.?y said_to Him,_"Lord,giy-e this bread to us alway;, 

-- --^- "-

J). Jesus said to them, 'oI am the bread of life; the one who comes fo Me shall never hunger;
and the one who believes in Me shall never thirst at any time.

a - Ex. 16:4:Psa.'18:24
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153. JESUS CAME TO DO THE FATHER'S WILL

JOHN 6

36. But as I said to you, you also have seen Me, yet you do not believe.
37 . Allwhom the Father lives Me shall come to.l\{e, ind the one who comes to Me I will in
no wise cast out.
38. For I did not come down from heaven to do My own will, but the will of HimWho sent
Me.
39. And this is the will of the Father, Who sent Me: that o/all whom He has given Me, I
should not lose any, but should raise them up in the last day.
40. And this is the-will of Him Who sent Me^: that everyond who sees the Son. and believes
in Him, may have eternal life; and I will raise him up it the last day."

154. THE JEWS DID NOT BELIEVE JESUS
IS THE TRUE BREAD FROM HEAVEN

JOHN 6

41. Then the Jews were complaining against Him, because He said, "I am the bread that
came down from heaven."
42. Andt\ey lvere saying, "Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we
know? Why then does He say, 'I came down from heaven'? "
43. For this reason, Jesus answered them and said, "Do not be complaining among one
another.

155. A PERSON CAN COME TO JESUS
ONLY AS THE FATHER DRAWS HIM

JOHN 6
44. No one can come to Me unless the Father, Who sent Me, draws him; and I will raise him
up at the last day.
45. It is written in the prophets, And they shall all be taught of God.' Therefore, everyone
who has heard from the Father, and has learned, comes to Me."
46. No one has seen the Father except He Who is from God; He has seen the Father.
47.Truly, truly I say to you, the one who believes in Me has eternal life.

a -  Isa.  54:13

I-56. JESUS IS THE LIVING BREAD FROM HEAVEN -
A TRUE CHRISTIAN MUST SYMBOLICALLY EAT HIS FLESH AND

DRINK HIS BLOOD BY PARTAKING OF THE PASSOVER

JOHN 6
48. I am the bread of life.
49. Your fathers ate manna in the desert, but they died.
50. This is the bread which comes down from h-eaven so that anvone mav eat of it and not
die.
5-1.-l 1m the living bread, which came down from heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he
shall live forever; and the bread that I will give is even My flesli, which I will give for the
life of the world."
52. Because-of this, the Jews were arguing with one another, saying, "How is He able to
give us Flis flesh to eat?"
53. Therefore, Jesus qa!{ to them, "Truly, truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the
lon_gf man, and drink His blood, you do not have iife iir yourselves.
54. The one who eats My flesh anci drinks My blood has elernal life, and I will raise him up
in the last dav:
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JOHN 6
55. For My flesh is rruly food, and My blood is trulv drink.
56. The one who eats My flesh and diinks My blood is dwelling in Me, and I in him.
57. As the living Father has sent Me, and I live by the Father; s5 also tfie one wtro eats Me
shall live bv MJ.
58. This is the bread which came down_f.ory heaven; not as your fathers ate manna, and
died. The one who eats this bread shall live forever.,'
59. These things He said in the synagogue as He was teaching in capernaum.

157' MANY DISCIPLES LEAVE, AND FoLLow HIM No MORE
JOHN 6

6-0. Therefore, after !?11r"g these words, many of His disciples said, "This is a hard saying.
Who is able to hear it?"
9l.gUt Jesus, knowing that His disciples were complaining about this, said to them, ..Does
this offend you?
62. what if-y_ou shall see the Son of man ascending up where He was before?
6J' lt ts the Spirit that gives. ̂life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you,
tlgy are spirit and theyArelife.
64. But there are sol.re of you-yho do not believe." For Jesus knew fromthebeginning who
were the ones that did noi believe, and who would betrav Hrm.
65. And he said, "For this reason, I have said to you, nobne can come to Me, unless it has
been given to him from My Father."
99 llo- that time, many of ffs disciples went back and walked no more with Him.
67. Therefore. Jesus said to the twelv6. 'Are you also desiring to go away?'.
68' Simon Peter answered Him, "Lord, to wh<im shall we goi"Vouiive ttie'worOs of eternal
life;
69. And we have believed and have known that You are the Christ, the Son of the living
God."
70. Jesus answered !hem, 

"Did I not choose you twelve, and one of you is a devil?,'
1];I".: Il!,^sPoke of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son;forhe was aUoutio'Ueiiuy ffitn-U"ing one
oI the twelve.

JOHN 7

]. ,{fte.r these thing_s, Jesus was sojourning in Galilee, for He did not desire to travel inJudea, because the Jews were seekine to kill Him.

Ancient Village Near Capernaum
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158. MAN'S VAIN TRADITIONS ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE TO GOD -
PHYSICAL RITUAL WILL NEVER SPIRITUALLY

CLEANSE ONE'S EVIL HEART AND MIND

MARK 7

1. Then the Pharisees and some of the scribes
from Jerusalem came together to Him.
2. And when they saw some of His disciples
eating with defiled hands (that is, unwashed
hands), they found fault.
3. For the Pharisees and all the Jews, holding
fast to the tradition of the elders. do not eai
unless they wash their hands thoroughly.
4. Even when comingfromthe market, they do
not eat unless they first wash themselves. And
there are many other things that they have re-
ceived to observe, such as the washing of cups
and pots and brass utensils and tables.
5. For this reason, the Pharisees and the scribes
questioned Him, saying, "Why don'tYour dis-
ciples walk according to the tradition of the el-
ders. but eat bread with unwashed hands?"
6. And He answered and said to them, "Well

did Isaiah prophesy conceming you hypocrites,
as it is written, 'This people honor me with their
lips, but their hearts are far away from Me.'
7. But in vain do they worship Me, teaching
for doctine the commandments of men.o
8. For leaving the commandment of God, you
hold fast the tradition of men, such as the wash-
ing of pots and cups; and you practice many
other thinss like rhis."
9. Then H6 said to them, "Full well do you re-
ject the commandment of God, so that y6u may
observe yont own tradition.
10. For Moses said, 'Honor your father and your
mother'; ancl., 'The one whb speaks evil o? fa-
ther or mother, let him be put to death.'u
1 1. But you say, 'If a man shall say to his fa-
ther or mother, "Whatever benefit you might
receive from me is corban" (that is, set as"ide
as a gift to God), he is not obligated to help his
parents.'
12. And you excuse him from doing anything
for his father or his mother,
13. Nullifying the authority of theWord of God
by your tradition which you have passed down;
and you practice many traditions such as this."

MATTHEW 15

1. Then the scribes and Pharisees from Jerusa-
lem came to Jesus, saying,
2. "Why do Your disciples transgress the tradi-
tion of the elders? For they do not wash their
hands when they eat bread."
3. But He answeredand said to them, "Why do
you also transgress the commandment of God
for the sake of your tradition?
4. For God commanded, saying, 'Honor your
father and your mother'; and, 'The one who
speaks evil of father or mother, let him die the
death.'^
5. But you say, 'Whoever shall say to father or
mother, "Whatever benefit you might receive
from me is being given as a gift to the templel'
he is not at all obligated to honor his father or
his mother.'
6. And you have made void the commandment
of God for the sake of your tradition.
7. Hypocrites! Is.aiah has prophesied well con-
cernmg you, saymg,
8. 'This people draw near to Me with their
mouths, and with their lips they honor Me; but
their hearts are far away from Me.'
9. But they worship Me in vain. teaching for
doctrine the commandments of men."o

Ruins of Tyre

Sidona - Ex. 2O:12' .2I :17:Lev.2O:9 b -  Isa. 29:13-14
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159. UNWASHED HANDS DO NOT DEFILE ONE SPIRITUALLY
MARK 7

_1_a A1{ after calling all the multitude to Him,
He said to them, "Hear Me, all of you, and un-
derstand.
15. There is nothing that enters into a man from
outside which is able to defile him; but the
things that come out from withinhim, those are
the things which defile a man.
16. If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear.,,

MATTHEW 15
10. And after calling the multitude to Him,He
said to them, "Hear, and understand.
11. That which goes into the mouth does not
defile the man; but that which comes out of his
mouth, this defiles the man."

160. KEY LESSON: EVIL ORIGINATES IN THE HEART AND MIND -
NOT FROM UNWASHED HANDS

MARK 7
17. Now when He went into a house awav from
the multitude, His disciples asked Him concern-
ing the parable.
18. And He said to them, 'Are you likewise
without understanding? Don't you perceive that
anything that enters into a man frorn outside is
not able to defile him?
19. For it does not enter into his heart, but into
the belly, and then passes out into the sewer,
purging all food."
20. And He said, "That which springs forth from
within a man, that defiles the inanl
21. For from within, out of the hearts of men,
go forth evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications,
murders-
22. Thefts, covetousness, wickednesses, guile,
ljce-ltiousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, iride,
foolishness;
2?. All these evils go forth from within, and
these defile a man."

MATTHEW 15
ll.T!9n His disciples came to Him and said,"Do You realize that the Pharisees were of-
fended when they heard this savins?"
13. But He answered. and said "Every plant
that My heavenly Father has not planted itralt
De rooteo up.
14. Leave them alone. They are blind leaders
of the blind. And if the blind lead, the blind.
both shall fall into the pit."
15. Then Peter answer€dand said to Him, ,.Ex-
plain this parable to us."
16. But Jesus said to him, 'Are vou also still
without understandins?
17. Do-you not percdive that everything that
enters the mouth goes into the bellv. and'is ex-
pelled into the sewer?
18. But the things that go forth from the mouth
come out of the heart, and these defile the man.
19. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts,
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false
witne s sing and blasphemie s.
20. These are the things that defile the man;
but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile
the man."

Typical Marketplace
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161. JESUS TRAVELS TO AREA NEAR TYRE AND SIDON AND
HEALS THE DAUGHTER OF A CANAANITE WOMAN

MARK 7

24.Then He rose up from there and went into
the district of Tyre and Sidon; and when He
came into the house, He desired that no one
should know, but He could not be concealed.
25. For after hearing about Him, a woman who
had a little daughter with anunclean spirit came
and fell at His feet.
26. Now the woman was a Greek, Syrophenician
by race, and she requested of Him that He cast
the demon out of her daushter.
21. Btt Jesus said to herJ'Allow the children
to be satisfied first; for it is not fitting to take
the children's bread and cast it to theEoss."
28. But she answered and said to Him,:'Yes,
Lord, but even the dogs under the table eat of
the children's crumbs]-
29.Then He said to her, "Because of this say-
ing, go; the demon has gone out ofyour daugh-
ter."
30. And when she came to herhouse, she found
the demon gone and her daughter lying on the
bed.

MATTHEW 15

21. Then Jesus left there and withdrew into the
area of Tyre and Sidon;
22. Andbehold, a Canaanite woman who came
from those borders cried to Him, saying, "Have

mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daugh-
ter is grievously possessed by a demon."
23. But He did not answer her a word. And
His disciples came andrequested of Him, say-
ing, "Send her away, for she is crying out be-
hind us."
24.But He answered and said, "I have not been
sent except to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel."
25. Then she came and worshiped Him, say-
ing, "Lord, help me!"
26.But He answered and said, "It is not proper
to take the children's bread and throw ir to the
dogs."
27 . And she said, "Yes, Lord, but even the dogs
eat of the crumbs that fall from their master's
table."
28. Then Jesus answercd and said to her, "O

woman, great is your faith! As you have de-
sired, so be it to you." And her daughter was
healed from that hour.

162. JESUS RETURNS TO GALILEE THROUGH DECAPOLIS
AND HEALS A DEAF MAN

MARK 7

31. And after departing from the district of Tyre and Sidon, and passing through the middle
of the borders of Decapolis, He again came to the Sea of Galilee.
32. Then they brought to Him a deaf man who spoke with diffrculty, and they requested of
Him that He lay Flis hands on him.
33. And after taking him apart from the multitude, He put His fingers into his ears; and then
He spit on His finger and touched his tongue;
34. And after looking up to heaven, He groaned, and said to him, "Ephphatha";that is, "Be

opened!"
35. And immediately his ears were opened, and the band of his tongue was loosed, and he
spoke plainly.
36. Then He commanded them not to tell anyone. But although He had ordered them to
keep quiet, they proclaimed it more and more.
37. For they were astonished above measure, saying, "He has done all things well; He
makes both the deaf to hear and the dumb to speak."
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163. JESUS HEALS MANY IN GALILEE

MATTHEW 15
29. Now after leaving there, Jesus came toward the Sea of Galilee; and He went up into the
mountain and sat there.
30..Then great multitudes came t9 Him, hqving with them thelame, theblind, the dumb, the
m,aimed. and, many others; and they laid them"at the feet of Jesus, una H" tr.iutlO tnemi
J t. Jo tnat the multrtudes were amazed, when they saw the dumb speaking, the maimed
made whole, thelame walking, andthe blind seeing; and they glorifiSA ttre6bO of Israel.

164. JESUS FEEDS THE 4.OOO
MATTHEW 15

32. Andaftercalling His disciples to lljz, Jesus
said, "l am moved with comphssion toward the
multitude, because they have been with Me for
three days, and they hive nothing to eat; and I
will not send them away fasting,Iest they faint
along the way."
33. Then His disciples said to Him, "Where in
this wilderness can we find enough loaves o/
bread to satisfy so great a multitude?"
34. And Jesus iaid t-o them, "How manv loaves
do you have?" And they said, "Seven, and a
few small fish."
35. Then He commanded the multitude to sit
on the ground;
36. And He took the seven loaves and the fish,
and gave thanks, and broke them, and gave them
to His disciples, and the disciples to ihe multi-
tude.
37. And they all ate and were satisfied; and they
took up^ seven baskets full of fragments that
were left.
38. Now those who ate were four thousand men,
besides women and children.

MARK 8
1. In those days the multitude of people was
very great, and they had nothing,to eat. And
when Jesus had called His disclples to Him,
He said to them,
2."I atrtmoved with compassion for the multi-
tude, because they have continued with Me
lhrge {a.ys already-and have nothing to eat;
3. And ii I send ihem to their horn'es fasting,
they will faint on the way; for some of their
have come from far a:wayl'
4. Then His disciples ahswered Him, "How
could anyone be able to satisfy a// these with
bread in a desert?"
5. And he asked them, "How manv loaves do
you have?" And they said, "Seveni"
6. Then He commanded the multitude to sit on
the ground; and He took the seven loaves, and
after giving thanks, He broke the loaves and
gave-them to His disciples so that they might
setthem before the pebple. And thev setThe
Ioaves before the multitirde.
7. They also had a few small fish; and after
blessing them, He commanded Ilis disciples to
set these before them also.
8. And they all ate and were satisfied. Then
they took_up over seven baskets of fragments
that were left.
9. Now those who had eaten were about four
thousand; and He sent them away.

Common Fish from Sea of Galilee
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165. THE PHARISEES DBMAND A SIGN
MATTHEW 15

39. And after dismissing the multitude, He went
into the ship and came to the area of Magdala.

MATTHEW 16
1. Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came to
Him, temptrng Him and askrng Him to show
them a sign from heaven.
2. But He answered and said to them, "When

evening has come, you say, 'It will be fair
weather, for the sky is red.'
3. And in the morning, you say,'Today it will
storm, for the sky is red and lowering.' Hypo-
crites ! You know how to discern the face of the
sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the
times!
4. A wicked and adulterous generation seeks
after a sign, but no sign shall be given to it ex-
cept the sign of Jonah the prophet."u Then He
left them and went away.

a - Jonah 1:17

MATTHEW 16

5. Now when His disciples came to the other
side, they had forgotten to take bread.
6. And Jesus said to them, "Watch out, and be
on guard against the leaven ofthe Pharisees and
Sadducees."
7. Then they reasoned among themselves, say-
rng, "It is because we did not take bread."
8. But when Jesus knew this,He said to them,"O you of little faith, why are you reasoning
among yourselves that itis because you did not
bring bread?
9. Do you still not understand? Do you notre-
member the five loaves of the five thousand,
and how many baskets you took up?
10. Nor the seven loaves of the four thousand,
and how many baskets you took zp?
1 1. How is it that vou do not understand that I
was not speaking bf bread when I told yot- to
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and
Sadducees?"
12. Then thev understood that He did not sav
to beware of ihe leaven of bread, but of the doc--
trine of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

MARK 8

10. And immediately afterwards, He went
aboard the ship with His disciples, and they
came to the district of Dalmanutha.
11. And the Pharisees came out and besan to
dispute with Him, tempting Him and sJeking
from Him a sign from heaven.
12. But after sighing deeply in His spirit, He
said. "Whv does this seneration seek a sisn?
Truly I say to you, theie shall no sign be giien
to this generation."
13. Then He left them; and after going aboard
the ship again, He departed for the other side.

MARK 8

14. But they had forgotten to take bread; and
they did not have any with them, except one
loaf in the ship.
15. Then He charged them, saying, "Watch out!
Be on guard against the leaven of the Pharisees
and the leaven of Herod."
16. And they were reasoning with one another,
saying, "It is because we do not have any
bread."
17. But Jesus knew it and said to them, "Why

do vou reason that I said this because you do
not-have any bread? Do you still not p6rceive
or understand? Are vour hearts still hardened?
18. Don't you see with your eyes? Don't
you hear with your ears? And don't you
remember?u
19. When I broke the bread for the five thou-
sand, how many baskets full of fragments did
you take up?" They said to Him, "Twelve."

20. 'And when I broke the seven loaves for the
four thousand, how many baskets full of frag-
ments did you take up?" And they said,"Seven."

21. Then He said to them. "Whv is it that you
s till don' t understand?"

a - Isa. 6:9-10: Jer. 5:21:.Ezk. l2:2

166. THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES IS THEIR DOCTRINE
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167. JESUS HEALS A BLIND MAN AT BETHSAIDA

MARK 8
22. And He came to Bethsaida, and they brought to Him a blind man and besought Him that
He might touch him.
23.Then He took hold of the blind man's hand andled,him out of the village, and He spit on
his eyes andlaid His hands on him, and then He asked him if he saw u"vitrinn.
24. And when he looked up. he said. "l see men as trees walking." 

J e

25.,Then He again laid Flis hands on his eyes and made him loo[ up. And he was restored,
and he saw everything clearly.
26. And He seni him-.to his house, saying, "You must not enter the village, nor tell ir to
anyone in the village."

168. JESUS'CHURCH BUILT UPON HIMSELR
HE REVEALS THAT HE IS THE CHRIST. THE ROCK*

MATTHEW 16

13. Now after comine into the
parts of Caesarea Fhilippi,
Jesus questioned His disciples,
saying, "Whom do men de-
clare Me, the Son of man, to
be?"

MARK 8
27. Then Jesus and His dis-
c_iples went into the villages of
CaesareaPhilippi. And along
!b.e ryaV He was questionin!
His disciples, saying to them-."Whom db men sav t-hat I am?"

LUKE 9

18. Now it came to pass as He
was praying alone, and the
twelve disciples were with
Him, that He questioned them,
saying, "Whom do the multi-
tudes declare Me to be?"

A Massive Cltff- "PETRA"
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MATTHEW 16

14. And they said, "Some scy
John the Baptist; and others,
Elijah; and others, Jeremiah, or
one of the prophets."
15. He said to them, But you,
Whom do you declare Me to
be?"
16.  Then Simon Peter  an-
swered and said. "You are the
Christ, the Son of the living
God."
17. And Jesus answercd and
said to him, "Blessed are you,
Simon Bar-Jonah, forflesh and
blood did not reveal i/ to you,
but My Father, Who ls in
heaven.
18. And I say also to you, that
you are Peter; and upon this
Rock* I will build Mv church.
andthe gates of the giave shall
not prevail against it.u

a - Psa. 37:l-4,26-3'7

MARK 8

28. And they answered, "John

the Baptist; and others, Elijah.
And some sav. one of the
prophets."
29. And He said to them, "But

you, Whom do you say that I
am?" And Peter answered and
said to Him, "You are the
Christ."
30. Then He strictly charged
them that they shouid telfno
one about Him.

LUKE 9

19. And they answered and
said,"Some say John the Bap-
tist; and others, Elijah; and oth-
ers, that some prophet from
ancient times has isenfrom the
dead."
20. Then He said to them, "But

Whom do you declare Me to
be?" And Peter answered and
said, "The Christ of God."
2l. And He charged them,
strictly forbidding them to tell
this to anyone,

a i -
%'t
@ j

:,"i+$frdl

1{

Water Flowing From Cliff to Stones

xThe geographic location of Caesarea Philippi was a fitting place for Jesus Christ to reveal that He was the
Messiah and that He would build His Church upon Himself. Just prior to entering Caesarea Philippi, there was
a huge cliff which dominated the scene. At the base of this cliff, during the time of Jesus, a major spring
gushed out from under the cliff; it was one of the sources of the Jordan River. Pure water is symbolic of God's
Foly Spirit (John 7:37-39). In Revelation22:l,pure crystal-clear waters of life, portraying God's Holy Spirit
of eternal life, are flowing from the throne of God and the Lamb. The spiritual and symbolic lessons Jesus was
teaching in this setting are obvious. Jesus Christ was the Massive Cliff through whom the Holy Spirit would
flow to His Church. In the river were small stones, to which the water flowed. Christians are called lively
stones (I Peter 2:5). Jesus was clearly teaching the disciples that God's Holy Spirit would flow out from God
the Father through Jesus to them. This was the perfect setting to graphically illustrate a lasting lesson to Peter
and the rest of the apostles. In fact, Jesus was telling the apostles and disciples that He would build His Church
on Himself, and dehnitely not on Peter, as traditionally thought and claimed by many. The key to this under-
standing is in the Greek-words that Jesus used. Jesris saidto Peter, "You aie Peti:r" (Gredk Petros). The
meanin! of this word was given definition by Jesus Himself. In John l:42, the interpretation of Peter, also
Cephas, is "a stone." This is what Jesus was emphasizing here. Peter was a stone. Next Jesus said of Himself,
"But upon this Rock I will build my Church." The Greek clearly conveys the meaning. The Greek word
translated "Rock" is Petra, which means "massive cliff." Christ Himself is that Rock, the Massive Cliff,
exactly like the one dominating the scene as they came into Caesarea Philippi. Peter was a pebble or a stone in
comparison. Jesus built His Church on Himself. He never would build it on any man! Other scriptures verify
this truth. Jesus Christ is called the Rock, Petra (I Cor. l0:4; Eph.2:20). Even Peter later wrote about Jesus as
the chief corner, or the main foundational undergirding of the Church Jesus said He would build, in I Peter
2:4-6. Jesus Christ is called the Head of the Church; no man can be the Head (Eph. l:22; Col. 1 : l8). Peter
himself, shortly after the resurrection of Jesus Christ, said that the stone which the builders set at nought had
become the head of the corner (Acts 4:1 l). This shows that Peter knew he was not the head stone, or the head
of the Church of God. I Corinthians 3:11 shows that all who are Christians must be built on the foundation of
Jesus Christ, and not on Peter. Through the clear and direct words of Jesus Christ Himself, we know that He
has built His Church on Himself. notbn anv stone of a man or a man's successor.
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169. JESUS DELEGATES BINDING AND LOOSING
AUTHORITY TO HIS APOSTLES

MATTHEW 16

P: lSJ yllj gfl: 1o vg.l the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you may bind onthe earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you may loose on the eartfr shall6e loosedin heaven."u
20. Then He charged His disciples not to tell anyone that He was Jesus the Christ.

a -  Isa.  22:22;Rev.3:7-8

l7O. JESUS TEACHES HE MUST BE CRUCIFIED,
AND RESURRECTED AFTER THREE DAYS

MATTHEW 16
21. From that time Jesus besan
to explain to His disciples ihat
it w_as necessary for Him to go
to Jerusalem,-and to suff ir
many things from the elders
and chief priests and scribes,
and to be killed, and to be
raised the third dav.

MATTHEW 16
22.But aftertaking Him aside,
Peter began to rdbuke Him,
saying, "God forbid, Lord! In
lo way shall this happen to
You."
23.ThenHe turned and said to
Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan!
You are an offense to Me. be-
cause your thoughts are not in
accordwith the things of God.
but the things of men."

MATTHEW 16
24. And Jesus said to His dis-
ciples, "If anyone desires to
come after Me, let him deny
himself, and let him take up his
cross and follow Me.
25. For whoever desires to save
his life shall lose it: but who-
ever will lose his life for Mv
sake shall find it.

MARK 8
31. And He besan to teach
them that it was iecessarv for
the Son of man to suffer many
things. and to be rejected by th-e
elders and chiefbriests'and
scribes, and to be killed. but
afterthree days to isefromthe
dead.

LUKE 9
22. Saying, "It is necessary for
the Son of man to suffer many
things, and to be rejected by th-e
elders and chief"priests'and
scribes, and to be-killed, and
to be raised the third day."

Ul. JESUS REBUKES PETER FOR A SATANIC ATTITUDE
MARK 8

32. AndHe spoke these words
openly. Then Peter took Him
aside andbegan to rebuke Him.
33. But He turned and looked
at His disciples, and then re-
buked Peter, saying, "Get be-
hind Me, Satan, be"cause your
th^oughts are not of the things
of God, but of the thinss of
men,"

I72. YOU MUST LOSE YOUR LIFE IN JESUS CHRIST.
AND TAKE UP YOUR CROSS AND FOLLOW HIM

MARK 8

34. And when He had called
the multitude to Him with His
disciples, He said to them,"Whoever desires to come af-
ter Me, let him deny himself.
and let him take up his cross
and follow Me.

LUKE 9
23.ThenHe said to all, "If anv-
one desires to come after M-e.
let him deny himself, and let
fim take up his cross daily, and
Iet him follow Me:
24.For whoeverdesires to save
his life shall lose it; but who-
ever will lose his life for My
sake shall save it.
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MATTHEW 16

26. For what does it profit a
man if  he gains the whole
world, but loses his life? Or
what shall  a man sive in
exchange for his life? 

"

27. For the Son of man shall
come in the glory of His Fa-
ther with His angels; and then
He shall render to everyone
accordins to his doinss.u

MARK 8

35. For whoever desires to save
his life shall lose it; but who-
ever will lose his life for My
sake and for the gospel's, he
shall save it.
36. For what shall it profit a
man, if he shall gain the whole
world and lose his life?
37. Or what shall a man give
in exchange for his life?
38.  For  whoever  shal l  be
ashamed of Me and My words
in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of him shall the
Son of man be ashamed when
He comes in the glory of His
Father with the holy angels."u

LUKE 9

25. For what is a man profited
by gaining the whole world, if
he himself is lost or destroyed?
26.  For  whoever  shal l  be
ashamed of Me and Mv words.
of him shall the Son oiman be
ashamed when He comes in
His own glory, andin the glory
of the Father and of the holy
angels.u

Possible Mount of Transfiguration
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173. THE VISION OF THE TRANSFIGURATION
OF JESUS IN HIS COMING GLORY*

MATTHEW 16

28. Truly I say to you, there are
some of those standins here
who shall not taste of deith un-
til they have seen the Son of
man coming in His kingdom."

MATTHEW 17
1. And after six davs. Jesus
took with F1i mPeter and James
and his brother John, and
brought them up into a high
mountain by themselves.
2. And He was transfisured
before them; and His"face
shined as the sun, and His gar-
ments became white as the
lieht.

MARK 9

1. And He said to them. "Trulv

I say to you, there are some oT
those standing here who shall
not taste of death until they
have seen the kinsdom of Goil
come with power)'
2. And after six days. Jesus
took with F1i m Peter and James
and John, leading them alone
up into a high mountain by
themselves. And He was trans-
frgured in their presence;
3. And His garments became
exceedingly white, like glisten-
ing snow, such a white as no
bleacher of cloth on earth is
able to make.
4. Then appeared to them
Elijah with Moses, and they
were talkins with Jesus.

LUKE 9

2l .ButI tell you in truth, there
are some of those standing here
who shall not taste of death
until they have seen the king-
dom of God."
28. Now it came to pass about
eight days after these words,
that He took Peter and John
and James and went up into the
mountain to pray.
29. And it came to pass that as
He prayed, the appearance of
His face was changed, and His
c loth ing became radiant ly
white.
30. And suddenly twomenap-
peared, talking with Him; they
were Moses and Elijah,

xThe time, the place, and the awesome meaning of this transfrguration were truly significant, and carried a
deep and moving lesson for the apostles. Here again. the patteri and parallel between"the Old Covenant and
the New Covenant is clearly evideht. When the Lord God 6f tne Ota testament, who was the one Who became
Jesus Christ, confirmed the Old Covenant with ancient Israel, Moses was called and chosen to be the prophet
between God and the peo_ple (Ex. 19:7-8). Moses desired to see the glory of the Lord God. He was graniedthis
request by be,tng allowed to see the back part of God in His glorified torm (Ex. 33: l8-23). He was the first
human ever allowed to see the Lord God in his glorified form. Moses was thus established as a unique prophet
of God.

When the Lord God, the one Who became Jesus Christ, was about ready to establish the New Covenant and
the New Testament Church, Ee also gave this same stamp of approval to the leading apostles: Peter, James,
and John. This is the reason Jesus to6k the three of theni with'Him up into the mo"untain (probably Mouni
Hermon) and was transfigur_ed in a vilion before them. They saw the glory of God in this visio^n. They also saw
in vision what Moses and Elijah_will look like in glory after the resurreciion, in the kingdom of Goil. Keep in
mind that Elijah was the second greatest propheiof God, after Moses. Elijah also waf spoken to by Goil at
Mount Sinai, and later was carried away through the sky by a flaming, glorious chariot <jf CoO to a place of
retirement.

This event then takes on a dynamic and powerful meaning for the apostles. With this transfiguration vision,
they had-pggof that the.same <jne Who dea'lt with and led Moses andihe children of Israel wis going to lead
them with His.Holy Tirit. was a tremendous event, which would always burn in their minds to*insp'ire them
to portray the hope of glory for all true Christians. It was a prophetic vision showing what it will be like to be
born again by the power of God through the resurrection. 

-

_. The meadng of this event is_profoundl But add to this the very day and season when this event took place.
The natural flow of events and the chronology show that this t6ok place some time just before the Feast of
Tabernacles.. The holy day which pictures the return of Jesus Christ in all His power and glory is the Feast of
Trumpets. This feast occurs on the first day of the seventh month, the first of Tishri. Thelews had a custom
that they were not to construct or build any of the tabernacles or booths for the Feast of Tabernacles until the
day after the Feast of Trumpets. Remember, Peter said, "Let us make here three tabernacles." This verse gives
a very strong indication that qbis event probably occurred on or immediately following the Feast of Trum-pets.
Though the .B_.ible does not tell us directly that this was the hrst of Tishri, iiseems logical that God would use
the Feast of Trumpets, which shows a future fulfillment, to portray in vision this iromentous event. It is a
reasonable conclusion that God would inspire an event of such magnitude and significance to occur on that
holy day, the Feast of Trumpets, because that is the very meaning o-f the feast day.
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MATTHEW 17

3. Then behold, there appeared
to them Moses and Elijah talk-
ing with Him.
4. And Peter answered and sand
to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for
us to be here. If You"will, let
us make three tabernacles here:
one for You, and one for
Moses, and one for Elijah."
5. But while he was speaking,
a bright cloud suddenly over-
shadowed them; and behold, a
voice out of the cloud said,"This is Mv Son. the Beloved-
in Whom i Aehstrt. Listen to
Him!"u
6. And when the disciples
heard it, they fell on their faces
rn extreme telTor.
7. ButJesus came andtouched
them, and said, "Rise up, and
do not be terrified."
8. And when they looked up,
they saw no one except Jesus
alone.
9. Now as they were descend-
ing from the mountain, Jesus
commanded them, say ing,"Tell the vision to no one until
the Son of man has risen from
the dead."

MARK 9

5. And Peter responded by say-
ing to Jesus, "Master, it is good
for us to be here. Now let us
make three tabernacles; one for
You, and one for Moses, and
one for Elijah."
6. For he did not know what
he should sav. because thev
were terrified. 

.

7. Then a cloud came and over-
shadowed them; and there
came a voice out of the cloud,
saying, "This is My Son, the
Beloved. Listen to Him!"u
8. And suddenlv. when thev
looked around, they no longer
saw anyone but Jesus alone
with themselves.
9. Now as they were descend-
ing from the mountain, He
charged them not to tell any-
one what thev had seen until
the Son of man had risen from
the dead.
10. And they kept that saying
among themselves, question-
ing what was the meaning of
rising from the dead.

a - Deut. 18: 15; Psa. 2:7

LUKE 9

31. Who appeared inglory and
spoke of His departure which
He was about to accomplish in
Jerusalem.
32. But Peter and those with
him were heavy with sleep; and
when thev were fullv awake.
they saw His glory an-d the two
men who were standins with
Him.
33. And it came to pass that,
as these were departing from
Him, Peter said to Jesus, "Mas-

ter, it is good for us to be here;
now let us make three taber-
nacles, one forYou, and one for
Moses, and one for Elijah"-not
realizing what he was saying.
34. But as he was saying these
things, a cloud came and over-
shadowed them, and they
feared as those three entered
into the cloud.
35. Then a voice came out of
the cloud, saying, "This is My
Son, the Beloved. Listen to
Him!"u
36. And as the voice ended,
Jesus was found alone. And
they kept silent, and told no one
in those days of anything that
they had seen.

View of Jordan Riverfrom Mountain
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I74. JOHN THE BAPTIST WAS A TYPE OF ELIJAH
MATTHEW 17

I0.  But  His  d isc ip les asked
Him, saying. "Why then do the
scribes say that Eli jah must
come first?"
11. And Jesus answered and
said to them, "Eliiah shall in-
deed come first and restore all
thinss.u
12. Eut I tell you that Elijah has
already come, and they did not
recognize him; but they did to
him whatever they desired. In
like manner also, the Son of
man is about to suffer from
them."
13. Then the disciples under-
stood that He was ipeaking to
them about John th6 Baptiit.

MARK 9
11. Then they asked Him, say-
ing, "Why cio the scribes siv
that Elijah must come first?"-
12. And He answeredthem and
said. "Truly. Elijah comes first
and restores all things;u and it
is also written of t[e Son of
man, how He must suffer manv
things and be treated with con"-
tempt.
13. But I tell you that Elijah has
already come, and thejr have
done to him what thev d-esired.
as it is written of him."

a - Mal. 4:5

175. JESUS CASTS OUT A DEAF AND DUMB SPIRIT FROM A BOY
MARK 9

14. And after returnine to the
disciples, He saw a gre-at mul-
titude around thern, and the
scribes disputing with them.
15. And all'the p6ople who saw
Him ran to Himat once in great
amazement and saluted H-im.
16. And He asked the scribes."What.are you disputing with
them?"
17. Then one from the multi-
tude said, "Master, I brousht
my son who has a dumb spirit
to You;
18. For wherever it seizes him
it dashes him down; and he
foams and gnashes his teeth,
and is wither-ing away. And I
spoke to Your discipl6s, in or-
der that they might cast it out,
but  they d id not  have the
power."

MATTHEW I7
14. And when they had come
to the multitude, a man came
to Him. kneeling down ro Him,
15. And sayinf. "Lord, have
mercy on my son, for he is in-
sane and suffers miserablv: for
he often falls into the fire-, and
often into the water.
16. And I brought him to Your
disciples, but-they were not
able to heal him." 

-

17. Then Jesus answered and
said, "O faithless and perverse
generation, how long shall I be
with you? How long shall I
leg wlqh you in your inbelief
Bring him here to Me."
18. And Jesus rebuked the de-
mon, and it departed from him;
and the boy was healed from
that hour.

LUKE 9

37. Now it came to pass that
on the next day. when thev had
come down fr6m the mouirtain,
a great multitude met Him.
38. And a man in the crowd
immediately cried out, saying,"Master, I beseech You, ioo'ii
upon my son, because he is my
onlv child:
39. And suddenly a spirit takes
him, and he cries o^ut; and it
throws him into convulsions
with foaming. and then departs
from him wiih difficultv. feav-
ing him bruised.
40. And I besoueht Your dis-
ciples, that they 

-might 
cast it

ou| but they were not able."
41. Then Jesus answered and
said, "O faithless andperverted
generation, how long shall I be
with you, and bear with you?
Bring your son here."

Spring in Galilee
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MARK 9

19. And He answered him. sav-
ing, "O faithless generatioir!
How long shallI be with you?
How long shall I bear with
you? Bring him to Me."
20. Then they brought him to
Him. But when the spirit saw
Him. ir immediatelv threw him
into convulsions; and he fell
down on the sround androlled-
foaming at rte mouth.
21. And He asked his father,"How long a time has this de-
monbeen with him?" And he
said, "From childhood.
22.For it often throws him both
into the fire and into the water,
that it might destroy him. But
if You have the power to do
anything, have compassion on
us and help us."
23. And Jesus said to him, "If
you can believe, all things are
possible to the one who be-
lieves."
24. And the father of the little
child cried out at once, and said
with tears, "Lord, I believe.
Help my unbelief."
25. Then Jesus, seeing that the
mult i tude was runiins to-
gether, rebuked the undlean
spirit, saying to it, "You deaf
and dumb spirit, I command
yotJ to come out of him, and
you are not allowed to go into
him anv more!"
26. A;d after crvine out and
throwing him int6 sjvere con-
vulsions, it came out; and he
became as one dead, so much
so that many said, "He is dead."
27 . But Jesus took him by the
hand and lifted him up, and he
arose.

A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - TheLtfe of Jesus Christ

LUKE 9

42. And as he was approach-
ing, the demon flung him down
and threw him into convul-
sions. But Jesus rebuked the
unclean spirit, and healed the
child, and gave him back to his
father.

Ruins of Samaria

Field in Galilee
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A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Life of Jesus Christ

176. LESSON: FAITH TO ACCOMPLISH MIRACLES
COMES ONLY THROUGH PRAYERAND MSTING

MARK 9

28. And when He came into a
house, His disciples asked Him
alone, "Why were we not able
to cast it out?"
29. Then He said to them,"This kind cannot be made to
go out by anything except
prayer and fasting."

MATTHEW I7

19. Then the disciples came to
Jesus privately and said, "Why
were we not able to cast it
out?"
20. And Jesus said to them,"Because of yourunbelief. For
truly I say to you, if you have
faith as 6 tny mustird seed,
you shall say to this mountain.'Remove from here,' and it
shall remove; and nothing shall
be impossible to you.
2 | . But this kind does not so out
except by prayer and fasting."

MATTHEW 17

22. Andwhile they were dwell-
ing in Galilee, iesus said to
them, "The Son of man is about
to be betrayed into the hands
of men,
23. Andthey shall kill Him; bur
the third day He shall be raised
up." And they were exceed-
ingly sorrowful.

LUKE 9

43. And all were astonished at
the majesty of God. And while
everyone was wondering about
all the things that Jesus had
done, He said to His disciples.
44."Letthese words sink deep
into your ears; for the Son oT
man is about to be delivered
into the hands of men."
45. But they did not understand
this saying; for it was con-
cealed from them, so that they
would not perceive it. Anil
they were afraid to ask Him
about this saying.

177. JESUS TEACHES HIS DISCIPLES ABOUT HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION
MARK 9

30. And after leaving there,
they went through Galilee; but
He desired that no one know
tt,
31. Because He was teachins
His disciples; and He said t5
them, "The Son of man is de-
livered into the hands of men,
and they shall kill Him; but He
shall arise on the third day af-
ter He has been killed."
32. Now they did not under-
stand the saying, but they were
afraid to ask Him about it.

178. THE GREAT FEAST OF TABERNACLES IN JERUSALEM -
JESUS COMMANDS HIS FAMILY TO GO UP TO THE FEAST

JOHN 7
2. Now the Jews' feast of tabernacles was near.u
3. For_this reason, His brothers said to Him, "Leave this place and go into Judea, so that
Y. our disciples may see the works that You are doing;
4. Because no one does anything,in secret, but seelis tobe seen in public. If You do these
things, reveal Yourself to the woild."
5. For neither did His brothers believe in Him.
6. Therefore, Jesus said to them, "My time_has_ not yet come,but your time is always ready.
7 .The world cannot hate you; but it hates Me because I testify concerning it, that its worlis
are evil.

a - Lev. 23:33-44

Nazareth
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A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfu of Jesus Christ

JOHN 7

9.Xqy 99.up to this feast. I am not going up to this feast now, for My time has not yet been
fulfilled."

179. JESUS GOES TO THE FEAST SECRETLY

JOHN 7
9. And after saying these things to them, He remained in Galilee.
10. But after His brothers had gone up, then Jesus also went up to the feast, not openly, but
as it were in secret.

180. THE JEWS LOOK FOR JESUS AT THE FEAST

JOHN 7
I !. As a result, the Jews were seeking Him at the feast, and said, "where is He?"
12. Now there was much private talk about Him among the people. Some said, "He is a
goo4_man." But others said, "No, but He is deceiving tfie people."
13. However, no one spoke publicly about Him for fear oflhe^Jews.

181. IN THE MIDDLE OF THE FEAST, JESUS
SHOWS HIMSELF OPENLY AND TEACHES IN THE TEMPLE

JOHN 7

1{. But then, about the middle of the feast, Jesus went up into the temple and was teaching.
15. And the Jews were amazed, saying, "How does this man know letiters, not having bee-n
schooled?"
16. Jesus answered them and said, "My doctrine is not Mine, but His Who sent Me.
ll .If anyone desires to do His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it is from God,
or whether I speak from My own self.
_1_8. The_one who speaks of himself is seeking his own glory; but He Who seeks the glory of
Him Who sent Him is true, and there is no ulriehteoui-nels in Him.
19. Did not Moses give you the law, and not ondof you is practicing the law? Why do you
seek to kill Me?"
?9 Ttt" people answered and said, "You have a demon. Who is seeking to killYou?"
21. Jesus answered and said to them, "I did one work, and you were alfamazed.
22. Now then, Moses gave you circumcision - not that it was from Moses, but from the
fathersu- and on the Sabbath you circumcise a man.
23.If a man receives circumiision on the Sabbath, so that the law of Moses may not be
!loL.n, why are you angry with Me because I made a man entirely whole onthe Sabbath?
?l Dp not judge according to appearance, but judge righteous judgmenr."
25. Therefore, some of those from Jerusalem said, "Is not this [he one Whom they seek to
kill?
26.But look, He is speaking publicly, and they are saying nothing to Him. Can it be that the
authorities have recognized that this trulv is fhe Christ?-
27. Now this man, rie know where He'comes from. But the Christ, whenever He may
appear, no one knows where He comes from."
28. Then Jesqs spoke out, teaching in the temple and saying, "You know Me, and you also
know where I come from; yet I [ave not come of My-sef but He Who sent Me is true,
Whom you do not know.
29.But I know Him because I am from Him, and He sent Me."

168



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Life of Jesus Christ

JOHN 7
30. Because of this saying, they were lookingfor away to take Him; but no one laid ahand
on Him, because His time had not yet come.
31. Then mgny of the people believed in Him, saying, "When the Christ comes, will He do
more miracles than those that this man has done?" 

-

32.The Pharisees heard the crowds debating these things about Him, and the Pharisees and
the chief priests sent officers to arrest Him.-

182. LATER THE JEWS WOULD SEEK JESUS
JOHN 7

33. Then Jesus said to them, "I am with you yet a little while, and then I go to Him Who sent
Me.
34. You shall seek Me, but shall not find Me; and where I am going, you are not able to
come."
3_5 flgrefore, the Jews said among themselves, "W'here is He about to go, that we shall not
find Him? Is He about to go to the Diaspora among the Greeks, and b;ch the Greeks?
36. What is this saying thaf He said, 'You shall seekMe, but shall not ftnd Me'; and, 'Where
I am going, you are not able to come'? "

183'oN'"":$3il"f,ffi""Sr"^'lt#t%rIJ$H'iiI.TBDAYBEGINS'
JOHN 7

37. Now in the last-day,.the great dq.y_of the feast, Jesus stood and called out, saying, "If
anyone is thirsting, let him come to Me and drink.
38. The one who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers
of living water."u
39. But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, which those who believed in Him would soon
receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

a - Prov. l8:4:Rev.22:l

184. A DISPUTE ABOUT JESUS BEING THE CHRIST

JOHN 7
40. Now after hearing tlrese words, many of the people said, "This is truly the Prophet."
41. Others said, "This is the Christ." But otheri said, "Does the Christ ihen come out of
Galilee?
42. Does not the Scripture say that the Christ comes from the seed of David, and from
Bethlehem, the town where David was?"u
43. Therefore, a division arose among the people because of Him.
44. Now some of them desired to take Him, but no one laid hands on Him.
45. As a result, when the officers came to the chief priests and the Pharisees, they said to
them, "Why did you not bring Him?"
46.The officers answered, "Never has a man spoken like this man."
48, Then the Pharisees answered them, "Are you also being deceived? Has even one of the
rulers or of the Pharisees believed in Him?
49. But these people who do not know the law are accursed."
50. Then Nicodemus (being one of tl1em, the one who came to Him by night) said to them,
51. "Does orrl.law judge any man without first hearing from him in perslon, and knowing
what he does?"
52. They answered and said to him, 'Are you also from Galilee? Search and see, for no
prophet has ever come out of Galilee."
53. And each one went to his house.
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185. JESUS TEACHES AT THE TEMPLE ON THE
DAY PORTION OF THE LAST GREAT DAY

JOHN 8
1. But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.
2. And at dawn He came again into the temple, and all the people came to Him; and He sat
down and taught them.

186. A WOMAN CAUGHT IN AN ACT OF ADULTERY
IS AN EXAMPLE OF JUDGMENT

JOHN 8
3. But the scribes and the Pharisees brought to Him a woman who had been taken in
adultery; and after setting her in the center,-
4.. They said to Him, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing
adultery.
5. And in the law, Moses commanded us that those who commit such a sin should be stoned.u
Therefore, what do You say?"
6. Now-they said this to tempt Him, so that they might have cause to accuse Him. But Jesus
stooped down and wrote on the ground with Flis finger.
7. And as they continued_to ask Him, He lifted Himself up and saidto them, "Let the sinless
one among you cast the first stone at her."
Q. 4nd qgaig He stooped down and wrote on the ground.
9. But after hearingthis, they were convicted eacllby his ownconscience, and went out one
by one. beginning with the older ones until the lait. And Jesus was left alone, with the
woman standing in the center.

a - Lev. 20:10: Deut. 22:22-24

187. JESUS LETS THE WOMAN GO WITH A WARNING TO SIN NO MORE
JOHN 8

10. And when Jesus lifted Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her,"Woman, where are_your accusers? Did anyone condemn you?"
11. And she said, "No one, Lord." And Jesris said to her, "Neither do I condemn you. Go.
and sin no more."

188. PHARISEES LAUNCH A VERBAL ATTACK AGAINST JESUS
JOHN 8

12. Then _Jesus-spoke to them again, saying, "I am the light of the world; the one who
follows Me shall never walk in darkness,-bulshall have the'liehr of life."
13, Therefore, the Pharisees said to Him, "You are testifying a6outYourself;Your testimony
is not true."
14. Jesus answered andsaid to them, "Even if I testify about Myself, My testimony is true,
because I know where I have come from and where I am going. Bui you do nbt know
where I come from and where I so.
!1._You j_qdge according to the fllsh;I judge no one.
_1!. Yet if t 0b.juOge, Mf judgment is tnie, ior I am not alone; but I and the Father, Who sent
Me.
17. And it is written in your law that the testimony of two men is true.u
18. I am oneWho bears witness of Myself, and the Father, Who sent Me, bears witness of
Mg."
19. Then they said to Him, "Where isYour Father?" Jesus answered, "You know neither Me
lgrJvly Father. If you had known Me, you would also have known My Father."
20. Jesus spoke_the.se words in the treasury while teaching in the temple; but no one arrested
Him because His time had not yet come.

a - Deut. 17:6: 19:15
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189. PHARISEES ARE OF THIS WORLD AND
CANNOT UNDERSTAND JESUS' WORDS

JOHN 8
21. Then Jesus said to them again, 'oI am going away; and you shall seek Me, but you shall
die in your sin. Where I am gbing, you aie no-t able fo corire."
22. Therefore, th9 Jews said, "Wi[ He kill Himself? Is that why He says,' where I am
gorng, you are not able to come'?"
23. And He said to them, "You are from beneath;I am from above. You are of this world; I
am not of this world.
24.That is why I said to you that you shall die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I
AM, you shall-die in youi sins."
25. Then they-said to Him, "Who areYou?" And Jesus said to them, "The one that I said to
you from the beginning.
26.lhave...nyi1'ttltetiosuy and to judge concerning youl but He Who sent Me is true, and
wnat I nave heard lrom Him, these things I speak to the world.'.
?7.!l"V did not l.1ro* that He was speiking to them of the Father.
28. Then Jesus said to the_m, "W!t.n you hav-e lifted up the Son of man, then you shall know
that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself. But as the Father taught tvte, these things I
speak.
29. And He Who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, because I always do
the things that please Him."

190. OBEYING THE TRUTH MAKES YOU FREE FROM SIN

JOHN 8

19 4l He spoke these things, many believed in Him.
31. Therefore, Jesus said to the Jdws who had believed in Him, "If you continue in My
word. you are truly My disciples.
32. Anb you shall"know the tlruth, and the truth shall set vou free."
33. They answ_ered Him, "We are Abraham's.qeed, and hive never been in bondage to any-
one. What do You mean by saying, 'You shall become free,?,,
34. Jesus answered them, 'iTruiy, iruly I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a servant
of sin.
35. And the servant does not live in the house forever; but the Son lives forever.
36. Therefore, if the Son shall set you free, you shall truly be free.

191. PHARISEES ARE OF THEIR SPIRITUAL FATHER. THE DEVIL

JOHN 8
37. I know that you are Abraham's seed; but you are seeking to kill Me, because My words
do not enter into vour minds.
38. I speak the things that I have seen from My Father, and you do the things that you have
seen from vour father."
39. They airswered .?nd said to Him, "Our father is Abraham." Jesus said to them, "If you
were Abraham's children, you would do the works of Abraham."
f0 

g* ngw^ you. seekto kiil Me, a man who has spoken the truth to you, which I have heard
from God;Abraham did not do this.
+l.Fq are doin_g_the works of your father." Then they said to Him, "We have not been born
or fornrcatlon. We have one Father. and that is Codi'
42.Thercfore, Jesus sai4 to_them, "If God were your Father, you would love Me, because I
came forth from God. For I have not come of Myself, but Hi: sent Me.
43. why don't you understand My speech? Becairse you cannot bear to hear My words.

a - Gen. l2: l-4:17:l-8..26,5
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JOHN 8

44.You are of your falher the devil, and the lusts of your father you desire to practice. He
was a murderer from the beginning, and has not stood in the truth, because theie is no truth
in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he is speaking from his own self; for he is a liar, and the
father of it.
45. And because I speak the truth, you do not believe Me.
46.Which oneofyoucanconvictMeof sin? Butif Ispeak thetruth,whydon'tyoubelieve
Me?
47 . The one who is of God hears the words of God. For this reason you do not hear, because
you are not of God."
48. Then the Jews answered and said to Him, 'Are we not right in saying that You are a
Samaritan and have a demon?"
{!. lgsu_s answered, "I do not have a demon. But I honor My Father, and you dishonor Me.
50. Yet I do not seek My own glory; there is one Who seekd and judges. 

-

51. Truly, truly I say to you, if anyone keeps My words, he shall noisee death forever."
52. Then the iews daid io Him, "Now we iino#thatYou have a demon. Abraham and the
prophets died; yetYou say, 'If anyone keeps My words, he shall not taste of death forever.'
5_3- Are You greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets, who died?
Whom do You make Yourself to be?"
f {. Jestl_s lnswered, 

"If I glq4fy Myself, My glory is nothing. It is My Father Who glorifies
Me, o/Whom you say that He is your God.
55. Y9t you have not known Him; but I know Him. And if I say that I do not know Him, I
qhall be a liar, like you. But I know Him, and I keep His Word.
56. Abraham_your father was overjoyed to see My day; and he saw it, and rejoiced."
57. Then the Jews said to Him, "You are not even fifty years old, andYou have se-enAbraham?"
58. Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly I say to you, be-fore Abraham was, I AM."

192. JESUS ESCAPES FROM BEING STONED

JOHN 8
59. Then they picked up stones to throw at Him. But Jesus concealed Himself and went out
of the temple, passing through the midst of them, and in this manner departed.

193. JESUS HEALS A MAN WHO WAS BORN BLIND

JOHN 9

1. Now as Jesus was passing by, He saw a man who was blind from birth.
2. And His disciples asked Him, saying, "Rabbi, who sinned,this man or his parents, that he
was born blind?"
3, Jesus answered, "Neither did this man sin, nor his parents; rather, this blindness came so
that the works of God mieht be manifested in him.
4. I must work the works"of Him Who sent Me while it is still day. When the nishtcomes.
no one is able to work.
5. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world."
6. After saying these things, He spat onthe ground, and made clay of the spittle, and applied
the clav to the eves of the blind man.
7. AndHe said [o him, "Go and wash in the pool of Siloam" (which is, by interpretation,"Sent"). Then he went and washed, and came from there seeing.
8. Therefore, the neighbors and those who had ieen him before ,-andknew that he was blind,
sai4, "Isn't he the one who was sitting and begging?"
9. Some said, "It is he." But others said, "He is like him." He said, "I am the one."
10. Then they said to him, "How were your eyes opened?"
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JOHN 9
1 1. He answered and said, 'A man called_Jesu_s made clay, and applied it to my eyes, and
s{{ t9 me, 'Go to the pool of Siloam and wash'; and aft6r I wen't'and washed, I ieceived
sight."
1,1.lhen they said to him, "Where is He?" He said, ,.I don't know.,'
13. They brought him who was once blind to the pharisees.
14. Now it was the sabbath when Jesus made the clay and opened his eves.
15._Therefore, the Pharisees in turn also asked him h<iw he hid received"sight. And he said
t_o_t[gm. "He put clay on my eyes, and I washed; and nowl see.,,
16. Then some of the Phariseei said, "This man is not from God, because He does not keep
the Sabbath."* Others said, "How can a man who is a sinner do'such miracles?" And therb
was a division amons them.
17.Ttt"y said to the blind.man again, "What do you say about Him, since He opened your
gyes?" And he said, "He is a prophet."
18.- However, the Jews did not believe this about him, that he was blind and had received
:tghl. until they called the parents.gf qhe one who had received sight.
{9. A.nd they asked them, saying, "Is this your son, who you say'ufas born blind? How then
does he now see?"
?9. 4it parents answered them and said, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born
blind.
2l.But how he now sees, we do not know;-or who opened his eyes, we do not know. He is
9t age; ask him. He will speak for himself."
4.9!" parents said these-things because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had
already agreg{ among themselv-es that if anyoire confessed Himto be the Christ, he wouid
be put out of the synagogue.
?1.-Igr this reason, hii p"arents said, "He is of age; ask him.,,
?!.flyStore. they called a second trmefor the'man who had been born blind, and said to
hrm. "Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.,'
25. Then he answered and_said, "Whether He is a sinner, I do not know. One thing I do
know, that I was blind, and now I see."

79 *"d they said to him again. "Ih?t did He do to _you? How did He open your eyes?"'2 | . He answered them, "I have already told_you,.and you did not listen. Why do ydu want
lqhgg it a.gain?.Pg yo_u desire to become tiis discipies, too?', 

J

?l Tl_"l,hey railed at_him and said, "You.are His disciple, but we are Moses' disciples.'29. We know that God spoke to Moses. As for this min, we do not know where ile has
come from."
30. The man answered and said to them, "This is truly an amazingthing, that you do not
know where He has come from, yet He has opened my eyes.
31. Now we know that God does not hear sinn'ers. But if anyo.te is God-fearing and is doing
His will, He hears him.
32. Ftom the beginnil]g of the world it has never been heard of, that anyone has opened, the
eyes of one who was born blind.
33. If this man were not from God, He could do nothing.',
34..They.answered and said to him, "You were born'yiholy in sin, and you are teaching
us?" And they cast him out.
35. Jesus hear-d that they h?9 cast him out; and when He found him, He said to him, "Do you
believe in the Son of God?"
36. He answered and said, "who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?"

*The Pharisees were judging Jesus' action of making the clay on the Sabbath as a sin. Because in their view
He was.labonng,. they.condemned Jesus and claimed that H-e did not keep the Sabbath. But Jesus Christ is
Lord oI the Sabbath day and never broke the command to refrain from 3ervile work on the Sabbath. The
records of the New Testament make_ itjxplicitly clear that Jesus ne,ver sinned by breakinf i;y oi th; G;
Commandments. including the Fourth Corirman,lment. which sanctifies ttre SaUUitfr a;t.---- 

-
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JOHN 9

37. And Jesus said to him, "You have seen Him, and He is the one Who is even now speak-
ing to you."
]Q. Then he said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped Him.
39. And Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world; so that those who do not see
might see, and those who see might become blind."
40. And those of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these things; and they said to Him,'Are we also blind?"
41. Jesus said to them,."If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now you say, 'We
see.' Therefore, your sin remains."

194. JESUS IS THE ONLY TRUE SHEPHERD

JOHN 10

l-.."Truly, truly I say to you, the one who does not enter the sheepfold through the door, but
climbs up some other way, that one is a thief and a robber.
2.But the one who enters through the door is the shepherd of the sheep.
3. To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear hii voice; and he cails his own sheep by
name and leads them out.
4. When he brings the sheep out, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him because
they know his voice.
5. But they will never follow a stranger; for they will flee from him, because they do not
know the voice of stransers."
6. J_gsus spoke_this parab"le tg them, but they did not understand what He was saying to them.
l. Thgrefore, Jesus again said to them, "Tiuly, truly I say to you,I am the door of ihe sheep.
8. All who ever came before Me are thieves and robber-s; bit the sheep did not hear them-.
9. I am the door. If anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved, and sliall go in and out, and
shall find pasture.
10. The thief does not come except to steal and kill and destroy. I have come so that they
may have life, and may have ir more abundantly.
11. I am_the good Shepherd. The good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.
12. But the one who is a hireling, and who is not the ihepherd, whose own the sheep are not,
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep, and flees. And the wolf seizes the sheep and
scatters them.
1?. No* the hireling flees because he is a hireling and has no concern for the sheep.
14. I am the good Shepherd, and I know those who are Mrne, and am known of those who
are Mtne.
15. Just as the Father knows Me, I also know the Father; and I lay down My life for the
sheep.
16. And I have other_sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring those also, and they shall
hgar_My voice; and there shall be one flock and one Shepherd."-
17. On account of this, the Father loves Me: because I lay down Mv life, that I mav receive
it back again.
18. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have authoritv to lav it down and
authority to receive it back again. This commandrirent I received from'My Fither."
19. Therefore, there was a division again among the Jews because of thes6 words.
?9.44 manyof them said, "He has a demon and is crazy. Why do you listen to Him?"
21. Others said, "These sayings are not those of one whois possessed by a demon. Does a
demon have the power to open the eyes of the blind?"

a - Mat. 10:6; II K. l7:23',Ezek.34:23-24:37:24
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195. BACK IN CAPERNAUM: JESUS PAYS TAXES
WITH A COIN FROM A FISH

MATTHEW 17
24. Now after coming to 9apernaum, those who received the tribute money came to Peter
and said, "Does not your Master pay tribute?"
25.A{ he said, "Yes." And when he came into the house, Jesus, anticipating his question,
sqfd, "!!at do you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the eafth rec6ive custom or
tribute? From their own children, or from stransers?" 

-

26. Peter said to Him, "From strangers." Jesus Iaid to him, "Then the children are indeed
free.
27. Nevertheless, so that we may not offend them, go to the sea and cast a hook, and take the
first fish that comes up; 4d when you have opened its mouth, you shall find a coin. Thke
that, and give it to them for Me and you."

A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus christ

His Sheep Hear His Voice
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196. A DISPUTE AMONG THE DISCIPLES:
WHO WOULD BE THE GREATEST?

MATTHEW 18

l. At that time the disciples
came to Jesus, saying, "Who

thenis the greatesfin tlie king-
dom of heaven?"
2. And after calling a little child
to Him, Jesus set him in the
middle of them,
3. And said, "Truly I say to you,
unless you are cbnverted-and
become as little children, there
is no way that you shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven.
4. Therefore, whoever shall
humble himself as this little
child, he is the greatest in the
kingdom ofheaien.
5. And whoever shall receive
one such little child in My
name receives Me.

MARK 9

33.  Then He came to
Capernaum; and when He was
in the house, He asked them,"What were you discussing
4mong yourselves on the way
here?"
34. But they were silent be-
gause, while on the way, they
had discussed who wotuld be
the greatest.
35. And after sitting down. He
called the twelve Ind said to
them, "If anyone desires to be
first, he shali be last of all and
servant of all."
36. Then He took a little child
and set it in their midst; and
after taking it in Flis arms, He
said to them.
37. "Whoever shall receive one
of such little children in Mv
name receives Me; and who-
ever shall receive Me does not
receive Me onlv. but Him Who
sent Me."

LUKE 9

46. Then an argument rose up
among them, which was this:
who would be the sreatest
amonq them.
47. A;dwhen Jesus perceived
the thoughts of theirhearts, He
took hold of a little child and
set it bv Him.
48. An-d said to them, "Who-

ever shall receive this little
child in My name receives Me;
and whoever shall receive Me
receives Him Who sent Me.
For the one who is least amonq
you all shall be great."

LUKE 9

49. Then John answercdand said, "Master, we
saw someone casting outdemons inYourname,
and we forbad him because he does not follow
with us."
50. But Jesus said to him, "Do not forbid him,
because everyone who is not against us is for
us.

I97. A MAN NOT FOLLOWING JESUS HEALS IN HIS NAME.
AND JESUS ALLOWS IT

MARK 9

38. Then John answered Him, "Master, we saw
someone who does not follow us castins out
demons in Your name, and we forbad hiri be-
cause he does not follow us."
39. But Jesus said, "Do not forbid him; for no
one who does a work of power in My name
can easily speak evil of M6.
40. And the one who is not against you is for
you.
41. For whoever shall give you a cup of water
to drink in My name. bEcause you ar^e Christ's,
truly I say to you, he shall in no way lose his
reward.

Hills of Galilee
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198. A WARNING AGAINST OFFENDING THE
LITTLE ONES IN JESUS CHRIST

MATTHEW 18

6. But whoever shall cause one of these little
ones who believe in Me to offend, it would be
better for him that a millstone be huns around
his neck and he be sunk in the deptfr's of the
sea.
7. Woe to the world because of offenses! For it
is necessary that offenses come, yet woe to that
man by whom the offense comes!
8.-,A.nd if your hand or your foot causes you to
offend, cut it off and cast it from you: f6r it is
better for you to enter into life lame or maimed,
rather than to have two hands or two feet and
be cast into the eternal fire.
9. And if your eye causes you to offend, pluck
it out andihrow-ir awav: for it is better for vou
to enter into life one-eved. rather than to h'ave
two eyes andbe cast into the fire of Gehenna.
10. Take heed that you do not despise one of
these little ones; foil tell you that their angels
in heaven continually lookupon the face ofMy
Father, Who is in heaven.
I 1. For the Son of man has come to save those
who are lost.
12. What do you think? If a man has a hundred
sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he
not leave the ninetv-nine on the mountains and
search for the one-that went astray?
13. And if he finds it, truly I say to you, he
rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine
that did not go astray.
14. Likewise, it is not the will of vour Father
Who is in heaven that one of thes6 little ones
should perish.

MARK 9

42. But whoever shall cause one of the little
ones who believe in Me to be offended, it would
be better for him that a millstone be put around
his neck and he be cast into the sea.
43. And if your hand shall cause you to offend,
cut it off; it is better for you to enter into life
maimed, ratherthan to eo with two hands into
the unquenchable fire oI Gehenna,
44. Where their worm does not die, and the fire
is not quenched.
45. And if your foot shall cause you to offend,
cut it off; it is better for you to enter into life
lame. rather than to be cist with two feet into
the unquenchable fire of Gehenna,
46. Where their worm does not die, and the fire
is not quenched.
41. And if your eye shall cause you to offend,
thrust it out; it is better for you to enter into the
kingdom of God with one eye, rather than to
be cast with two eyes into the fire of Gehenna,
48. Where their worm does not die, and the fire
is not quenched.u
49.For everyone shall be salted with fire, and
every sacrifice shall be salted with salt.b
50. The salt is good, but if the salt becomes
tasteless, how will you season it? Have salt in
yourselves, and be at peace with one another."

a-Isa. 66:24 b - Lev. 2:13:Ezek. 43:24

199. WHAT TO DO WHEN A BROTHER SINS AGAINST A BROTHER

MATTHEW 18

15. So then, if yourbrother sins against you, go and show him his fault between you and him
alone. If he is willing to hear you, youhave gained your brother.
16. But if he will not listen, take with you one or two others, so that inthe mouth of two or
three witnesses every word mav be established."
17. And if he fails to listen to them, tell ir to the church. But if he also fails to listen to the
church, let him be to you as the heathen and the tax collector.

a - Deut.  19:15
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2OO. JESUS GIVES AUTHORITY TO BIND AND LOOSE TO SETTLE DISPUTES

MATTHEW 18
lf Truly I sayto-you, whatever you shall bind on the earth shall be bound in heaven; and
whatever you shall loose on the earth shall be loosed in heaven.
19. Again I say to you, that if two of you on the earth shall agree concerninq anv matter that
lhpv_wistr-to request, it shall be done for rhem by My Fathei who is in helvei.
20. For where two or three are gathered togeth6r in tvly niune, I am there in the midst of
them."

201. THE LESSON OF FORGIVENESS:
FORGIVE UNTIL 70 x7 (SYMBOLIC OF NO LTMTTATTON)

MATTHEW 18
21 . Then Peter came- to Him and slid, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and
I forgive him? Until seven times?"
22. Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you until seven times, but until seventy times seven.

202. TH.E PARABLE OF THE UNFORGIVING SERVANT

MATTHEW 18
23. Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is compared to a manwhois a king, who would take
account with his servants.
24. And after he began to reckon, there was brought to him one debtor who owed him ten
thousand talents.
25. But since he did not.4ave anything to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his
wife and children, and all that h6 had, and payment to be made.
26..Because of this, the servant fell down ind worshiped him, saying, 'Lord, have patience
with me, and I will pay you all.'

77 1n2d P?ilg moved with compassion, the lord of that servant released him, and forgave
hlm the debt.

A Millstone -The Size Turned By a Donkey
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MATTHEW 18
28. Then that servant went o:ut and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hun-
dred silver coins; and after seizing him, he choked him, saying, 'pay me what you owe.'
29. .As a result, his fellow servantTell down at his feet and irtea'ded with him. saying, 'Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.' 

-

30. But he would not listen; instead, he w-ent and cast him into prison, until he should pay
the amount that he owed.
31. Now when his fellow servants saw the things thathad taken place, they were greatly
{qstr-ssed;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;.an_d t!ey went to their lord and rerated all that had takeil place.
32.Then his lord called him and said to him,'You wicked servant,^I forgave you all that
debt, because you implored me.
33. Were you not also obligated to have compassion on your fellow servant, even as I had
compassion on you?'
34. And in his ange4his lord delivered him up to the tormentors, until he should pay all that
he owed to him.
35. Likewise shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does not forgive his
brother's offenses from the heart."

203. JESUS LEAVES GALILEE AND
GOES THROUGH SAMARIA TO JUDEA

LUKE 9

51. Now it came to pass, when
the days were being fulfilled
that He should be received up,
thatHe steadfastly set His face
to go to Jerusalem.
52. And He sent messensers
before His face. And as ihey
went, they came to a village oi
Samaritans to prepare forHim;
53. But they did not receive
Him, because His face was as
if He were going to Jerusalem.
54. And seeing r/ris, His dis-
ciples James and John said,"Lord, willYou have us call fire
to come down from heaven and
consume them, as Elijah did?"
55. But He turned andrebuked
them, and said, "You do not
understand of what spirit you
ate.
56. For the Son of man did not
come to destroy men's lives,
but to save them." And they
went to another villase.

MATTHEW 19

l. And it came to pass that
when Jesus had finished these
sayings, He departed from Ga-
lilee and came to the borders
of Judea beyond the Jordan.
2. And great multitudes fol-
lowed Him, and He healed
them there.

MARK 10

l. And He rose up from there
and came into the borders of
Judea, by the other side of the
Jordan. And the multitudes
again came together to Him;
and as had been His custom,
He again taught them.

PutYour Hand to the Plow and Don't Look Back
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204. LET THE DEAD BURY THE DEAD -
PUTYOUR HAND TO THE PLOWAND DON'T LOOK BACK

LUKE 9
57. Now-it came to pass that as they were going along the road, someone said to Him, "I will
fbllow You wherever You may go,- Lord."-
58. But Jesus said to him, "TheToxes have holes, and the birds of heaven have nests; but the
Son of man does not have any place to lay Hishead."
59. Then He said to another, 'Tollow Me."- And he said, "Lord, allow me first to go and bury
my father."
60' But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead; but you go and preach the
kingdom of God."
61. And another also said, "I will follow You, Lord; but allow me first to bid farewell to
those who are at my house."
62. But Jesus said io him, "No one who sets his hand to the plow, and looks back at the
things behind, is fit for the kingdom of God."

205. JESUS APPOINTS SEVENTY MORE TO PREPARE THE WAY
THROUGH EVERY VILLAGE AND CITY

LUKE 10
l. Now after these things, the Lord pppointed s_ele_qty others and sent them two by two
before His face, into every city and pla& where He Himself was about to come.
2- And so He said to them, "The harvest is indeed great,but the workmen are few. There-
fore, beseech the Lord of the harvest, that He mayiend.out workmen into His harvest.
3. Go forth! Behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst of wolves.
1. pqty."o purse, nor provision ba!, nor sandals, and do not salute anyone on the way.
5. But whatever house you may entEr, first say, 'Peace be to this housel'
6' And if indeed a son of peacb be, there, your peace shall rest upon it; but if, on the other
lutld, 1t-be- no.t so,, your peace shall return-to you.
7. A.nd lodge in the sape house, eating and drinking that which is suppliedby them; for the
workman is worthy of his hire. Do not move from-house to house.
8. And whatever city. you may enter, and they_ receive you, eat the things set before you,
9. And heal the sickin it, and say to them, 'fhe kingd6- ba God has d?awn near to you.'
10. But whatever citl you may enteq and.they do noirecelve you, go into the streets ond say,
I 1' 'Even the dust olyoyl cify, which clingJ to us, we wipe bff alainst you; yet know thii,
t_trftlt. kin-gdom of God has drawn near tdyou .' 

-

l?. Igt I tell your_it shall be more tolerableior Sodom in that day than for that city."
13. Woe.to you, Chorazin! -Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which have
been takingplace-in,you had taken place in Tyre and Sidon, they wduld have repented long
ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes.-
14' But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the judgment than for you.
15. And you. Capernaum, who have bben lifted up to heavdn, iou shall be broirght down to
me stave.
16. The one who hears y-ou hears Me; q1d the one who rejects you rejects Me; and the one
who rejects Me rejects Him Who sent Me."

a-Gen.19:24
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206. THE SEVENTY RETURN JOYOUSLY BECAUSE THE
DEMONS ARE SUBJECT TO THEM THROUGH JESUS'NAME

LUKE 10
17. Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us
throughYour name."
18. And He said to them, "I beheld Satan fall as lightning from heaven.
19. Behold, I give you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and upon all the
pgry9r of the enemy, and nothing shall injure you irrany way.
20.Yet do not_rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to y6u; but rejoice that your names
are written in heaven."

207. TIJE DISCIPLES ARE BLESSED FOR
HEARING AND SEEING GOD'S WAY

LUKE 10

2I.In the same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Spirit, and said, "I praise You, O Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, thatYou did hide these things from the wise and intelligent, and did reveal
lhenn jo babes. Yes, Father, for it was well pleasing in Your sight ro do6o."
22. Then He turned to the 4isciple:; and said, 'All things w?re delivered to Me by My
Father; and no one knows Who the Son is, except the Fath-er; and Who the Father is, except
the Son, and the one to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him."
23. And He turned to His disciples and said privately, "Blessed are the eyes that have seen
the things that yo]u see.
24.For I tell yol, many_prophets and kings have desired to see the things that you see, and
have not seen them; and to hear the things that yol hear, and have not lieard them."

208. THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN

LUKE 10

25. Now a certain doctor of the law suddenly stood up, tempting Him and saying, "MasteE
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?"
26. And He said to him, "What is written in the law? How do you read it?"
2l.Then he answered and said, "You shall love theLordyour God with all your heart, and
with all^your soul, and with all your strength, and with aliyour mind; and your neighbor as
yourself."u
28. And He said to him, "You have answered correctly. Do this. and vou shall live."
J!. But he-' desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, 'And who is my neighbor?"
30._And ta?'tng it up, Jesus said, 'A certain man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho,
and was encircled by thieves; and after they had strippedhim of his goods and inflictedhim
withwotnds, they *ent away, leaving nninarc deab.
31. Now by coinbidence, a 6ertain pilest went down that road; and when he saw him, he
passed by on the opposite side.
32. And in like manner also, a Levite, when he was at the place, came and saw him, and
passed by on the opposite side.
33. But a certain Samaritan, as he was journeying, came to him; and when he saw him, he
was moved with compassion.
34. And he went to him andbound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine;then he put him
on his own beast andbrousht him to an inn. and took carb of him.
35. And when he left !n t6'elnorning, he took out two silver coins and gave them to the
innkeeper, and said to him, 'Take care of him, and whatever you may exp-end above this,I
will repay you on my way back.'

a - Deut. 6:5; Lev. 19:18
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LUKE 10
36. Therefore, which of these three seems to you to have been a neighbor of him who fell
amons the thieves?"
37. A;d he said,_"The one who showed compassion toward him." Then Jesus said to him,"You go and do likewise."

209. MARTHA FRETS AT MARY

LUKE 10
38' Now it came !o p.ass as they.were going that He came into a certain village; and a certain
woman named Martha received Him intoher house.
39' And she had a sister called Mary who sat down at Jesus' feet and was listening to his
message.
40. But Martha was distracted because of much serving; and she came to Jesus and said,"Lord, is it of no concern-toYou-that my sister has left rie alone to serve? Now then, speak
to her. so that she will help me."
41. Then Jesus answered and said to her, "Martha, Martha, you are full of care and troubled
about many things;
42.Butthere is one need above all else; and Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not
be taken from her."

210. JESUS TEACHES THE DISCIPLES HOW TO PRAY

LUKE 11

Jr.Ngy it came to pass.thar as He was praying in a certain place, when He finished, one of
His disciples.yid t9 Him._'_!ord, teach- us-to pray, as John also taught his disciples."
2. And He said to them, "When you pray, say, 'Our Father, Who isin heaven, sinctified be
Your name;Your kingdom c.orye-;Youli'rltt be done, as in heaven, so also upon the earth.
3. Give us our bread as needed dav bv dav:
1'4nd forgive us our sins, as we oirrs6lvei also forgive everyone who is indebted to us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one-.' "

211. THE FATHER GIVES THE HOLY SPIRIT
TO THOSE WHOASK HIM

LUKE 11
5. Then He said to them, "Who am-ong you has a friend that he shall go to at midnight, and
say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves;
I, Fgt a friend of mine has come to me on a journey, and I do not have anything to set before
nlm.
7. And from within he shall a-nsyel saying,_'Do not disturb me. The door has already been
shut, and my children are in bed with me. I cannot get up to give to you.,
8. I say toyou,.even if he will not rise up to give to fiim <in aciount o? being his friend, yet
because of his importunity he will rise up ant give him as much as he need"s.
2 4."9I say to you, ask, and it shall be given to-you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened to you.
10. For everyone who asks receives; and the one who seeks finds: and to the one who
knocks it shall be opened.
Jl, BUJ ry.tti.! 9f yot who is-a {uttt_"t, f a son shall ask for bread, will give him a stone? Or
illte^shgl! askfgr a fish, will give him a serpent instead of a fish?
12. Or if he shall askfor an egg, will give him a scorpion?
13. Therefore if you, bgi$ "i{, knori how to give gbod gifts to your children, how much
more shall your Father Who is in heaven give the ffoty Sflirit to those who ask Him?"
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212. JESUS IS ACCUSED OF CASTING OUT DEMONS
THROUGH THE POWER OF BEELZF,B,IJB

LUKE 11
14. Now He was casting out a demon, and it was dumb; but it came to pass that whenthe
demon had gone out, the one who had been dumb spoke. anattte -uttitiJ"i iJre amazed.
t5. But some of them said, "He is casting out demohs by the power ofBeelzebub, prinie oi
the demons."
16. nd_others, tempting. H!m, were seeking a sign from heaven.
17. But He,.knowing their thoughts, said to"theml "Every kingdom divided against itself is
?lought to^ desolarion; and a house divided against a house fals.
18. And if Satan also is divided against himielf, how shall triit<ingAom stand? Consider
rtolv.because you are saying thatl cast out demons by Beelzebub. 

"

19. And if I by Beelzebub cast out demons, by whom do your sons cast them out? Because
9!trys,they shall be your judges.
20. But if I by the frnger ol CoA cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come uponyou.

?1 Yl*,u strong manwho is.armed guards his own dwelling, his goods are safe.
2/.. But when a stronger man_than he comes.upon.him, he ovelcomJs him, andtakes away
his armor in which he trusted, and divides hisipoils.
23.The one who is not with Me is against Me, and the one who does not gather with Me
scatters.

A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Life of Jesas christ

a-Jonah  l : 17  b - IK ings  l 0 : l - 13 ; I ICh ron .  9 : l - 12  c - Jonah3 :5_10

213. DEMON REPOSSESSION SEVEN TIMES WORSE
LUKE 11

24.Whenthe unclean spiqt $s gone out olj T.?n, it goes through waterless places, seekingrest; and when it does not find any,it says, 'f will retuin to the ho"use rro- wrri"fri came outj25. And when it comes, it finds ir swerit and adorned.
l6't!9nit goes and takes seven otheripirits more wicked than itself, and they enter in anddwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than the first."

2I4. A BLESSING FOR THOSB WHO HEAR
AND KEEP GOD'S WORI)

LUKE 11

7^.313 iffl: lo pass,that,lt yS spg.Kq these things, a certain woman lifted up her voice
rrom the multltude and said to Him, "Blessed is the womb that bore You, and,'the breaststhatYou sucked."
28. And He said, "Yes, rather, blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it."

215. THE SIGN OF JONAH WOULD BE THE ONLY SIGN GIVEN
LUKE 11

29. Now when the multitudes had crowded around even more, He began to say, "This is aneril generation, seeking after a sign;but no sign shall be given'to it "i?"pitt* iign orronatrthe prophet."
30. For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, in the same way also shall the Son of man be asign to this seneration.
3,I,|he queEn of the south shall risg up in thejudgment with the men of this generation, andsnall conclemn them, tor she came fiom the ends of the earth to hearthe wisddm of Solomon;
and behold. a greater than Solomon is here.b
32. The men of Nineveh shall stand up in the judgment with this generation, and shall
9o3!eqn it' because they repented at Jonah's proilam"ation; and behold i gi"ut.itttun Jonah,s nere.'
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216. YOU MUST LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE

LUKE 11

33. Now no one who lights a lamp sets it in a secretplace or under a bushelbasket, but on a
lampstand, so that those who are entering may see the light.
34.The lamp of the body is the eye. Therefore, when your eye is without guile, your whole
body is light; but when your eye is evil, your body also ls dark.
35. Therefore, beware that the light that ls in you is not darkness.
36. Now then, if your whole body ls light, not having any part dark, it shall be full of light,
as when a lamp shining brightly gives you light."

2I7. A WARNING TO THE PHARISEES BECAUSE OF THEIR SINS

LUKE 11

37. Now while He was speaking, a certain Pharisee asked Him to dine with him; and He
went in and sat down.
38. But the Pharisee, seeing /zis, wondered why He had not first washed before dinner.
39. Then the Lord said to him, "Now, you Pharisees cleanse the outside of the cup and the
dish. but inside vou are full of sreediness and wickedness.
40. Fools, did notHe Who mad'e the outside also make the inside?
41. Rather, give almsy'omthe things that are within; and behold, all things are clean to you.
42.But woe to you, Pharisees! For you pay tithesu of mint and rue and every herb, but you
pass over the judgment and the love of God.b It is obligatory for you to do these things, and
not to set aside those /esser things.
43. Woe to you, Pharisees ! For you love the chief seat in the synagogues and the salutations
in the marketplaces.
44. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are as unseen tombs, and men
who walk over them do not know it."

a- Num. l8:8,21-24 b - II Chron. 19:5-7:Deut. 16:18-20

218. A WARNING TO THE LAWYERS BECAUSE OF THEIR SINS

LUKE 11

45. And one of the doctors of the law answered and said to Him, "Teacher, by saying these
things You are also insulting us."
46. And He said, "Woe to you also, doctors of the law! For you weigh men down with
burdens heavy to bear, but y6u yourselves do not touch the burdens with 5ne ofyour fingers.
47 .Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets, whom your fathers killed.
48. Therefore, you are bearing witness and consenting to the works of your fathers; for they
indeed killed them, and you build their tombs.
49. Because of this, the wisdom of God also said, 'I will send prophets and apostles to them;
and some of them they shall kill, and others they shall drive out;
50. So that the blood irf all the prophets, poured out ftomthe foundation of the world, may
be required of this generation;
51. From the blood of Abel" to the blood of Zachaias,b who perished between the altar and
the house of God.' Yes, I tell you, it shall be required of this generation.
52. Woe to you, doctors of the law! For you have taken away the key of knowledge; you
yourselves did not enter, and you prevented those who were entering."

a - Gen. 4:8 b - II Chron. 24:20-22
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220. TIilE HYPOCRISY OF THE PHARISEES TO BE
EXPOSED AND JUDGED

LUKE 12

f' Dlring this time, an innumerable multitud_e_w_as gathering, crowding so close together
!!1th.{Xere stepping on one another. Then^He b_egin to sp6ak to His disciples nrst"of arl,t:ryn9,:'Guard yourselves from the leaven of the pharisees. which is hypochsy;
2. bot there is nothing covered that shall not be uncovered, nor hidd6fi that ihatt not beknown.
3' Therefore, whatever you have spoken in the darkness shall be heard in the light; and whatyou have spoken in the ear in cloded rooms shall be proclaimed on ttt" frourlt?pr."

a -  Isa.  58: l

221. DON'T FEAR ANYONE WHO CAN KILL YOU.
BUT FEAR GOD WHO CAN TAKE AWAY YOUR LIFE FOREVER

LUKE 12

1. 9ut I tell you. My friends, you should not be afraid of those who kill the body, and afrertnat are not able to do anything more.
5. But I will show you {hom^1or1 should fear. Fear Him Who, after He has killed, has
authority to cast into thefire of Gehenna. yes, I tell you. fear Him!
9. At. not five spiurows iold for two coins? And nol one of them is forgotten before God.
/. But even the hairs of your head have all been numbered. Therefore, d6not be afraid; you
are of greater value than many sparrows.

A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus Christ

2I9. TIJE PHARISEES AND SCRIBES SEEK TO MAKE
AN ACCUSATION AGAINST JESUS

LUKE 1I.
53. And as He was saying, these things to them, the scribes and the pharisees began vehe-
T."t:lly.to p.ress.and provoke Him ro Jpeak about many rhings,
54. While thev kent a close watch on Him, seeking to catchiomething out of His mouth sothat they might accuse Him.

222. TIJE UNPARDONABLE SIN IS BLASPHEMY
AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT

LUKE 12
8 A^nd I te^ll you, everyone who shall confess Me before men shall the Son of man also
contess betore the angels of God;
9. But the one who has denied Me before men shall be denied before the ansels of God.
10. And everyone who.shall say a.word against the Son of man, itshall bi i;A;;" him;but
the one who has blasphemed against theHoly Spirit shall not be forgiven. 

"
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223. TIJE. HOLY SPIRIT WILL TEACH YOU
DURING TIME OF PERSECUTION

LUKE 12
11. But when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not
be anxious about how or what you should reply in defense, or what you should say;
12.For the Holy Spirit shall teach you in that same hour what needs to be said."

224. LIFE IS MORE THAN PHYSICAL POSSESSIONS ALONE

LUKE12

13. Then one from the multitude said to Him. "Master. tell mv brother to divide the inherit-
ance with me."
14. But He said to him, "Man, who has appointed Me a judge or a divider over you?"
15. And He said to them, "Watch out, and keep yourselves from covetousness; for no one's
life is in the abundance of the things that he possesses."
16. Then He spoke a parable to them, saying, "The ground of a certain rich man brought
forth abundantly.
17. And he was reasoning within himself, saying, 'What shall I do, for I have nowhere to lay
up my fruit?'
18. And he said, 'I will do this: I will tear down my granaries and build greater ones, and
there will l lay up all my produce and my good things.
19. Then I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many good things laid up for many years;
take your rest, eat, drink, andbe merry." '

20. But God said to him, 'Fool, this night your soul shall be required of you; and to whom
will you leave what you have prepared for yourself?'
21. So shall it be to the one who treasures up for himself, and is not rich toward God."

225. SEEK THE KINGDOM OF GOD FIRST.
AND YOU WILL HAVE SUFFICIENT

LUKE 12

22. And He said to His disciples, "Because of this, I tell you, do not be anxious about your
life, what you shall eat; nor about your body, what you shall put on.
23.The life is more than food, and the body is more than clothing.
24. Consider the ravens; for they do not sow nor reap; neither have they a storehouse or
granary; but God feeds them. Of how much greater value are you than the birds?
25. And which one of you, by taking careful thought, has the power to add one cubit to his
stature?
26. Therefore, if you do not have the power to do even the least, why are you anxious about
the rest?
27. Consider the lilies, how they grow; they do not labor, nor do they spin; but I tell you, not
even Solomon in all his glory was adorned like one of these.
28. But if God so adorns the grass that is in the field, and tomorrow is cast into an oven, how
much morc shall He clothe iou, O you of little faith?
29.Then do not be seeking what you shall eat or what you shall drink, and do not be in
anxiety.
30. For all the nations of the world seek after these things; and your Father knows that you
have need of these thinss.
31. But seek the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be added to you.
32. Do not be afraidlfittle flock, for your Father delights in giving you the kingdom.
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226. WIJERE YOUR HEART IS, THERE WILL
YOUR TREASURE BE ALSO

LUKE 12

JJ ,*rl,l::r.l:j^r_"r:t.onlt1_19eiu: atms. Make for yourselves purses rhar donor grow otd,
il 

"Jl3t.lilg_l':i1Y.l9 tn heaven, where no thief can come near. and no moth can distroy.J4. t'or where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

227. ALWAYS BE READY AND WATCHING FOR
CHRIST'S RETURN

LUKE 12
35. Letyour loins be girded about and your lamps burnins.
36' And you.yourselvEs like men who are waitihg roritreli lord, whenever he shall returnrrom the weddrng t.east; so that when he comes and knocks, they may immediately op"n iohim.
37. Blessed are those servants whom the lord, when he comes, shall find watching. Truly Is.ay to you, he shall gird himself, and shall make them sit down, and shall io* and servethem.
38. And if he comes in the second watch, or comes in the third watch, and frnds themwaiting, blessed are those servants.
39. But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what hour the thief wouldcome' he would have watched, and would not have allowed his house to be bioken into.
1Q. Ngr you therefore, be ready; for rhe Son of rnun ii "o-i"g i, il fi; tni'youdo notthink."
41. Then Peter said !9 H-i1, "I.ord, areYou speaking this parable tous only,or also to all?,,42. And the Lord said, "Who then is the wis6 and ffithful'stew_ard, rvtrom iheioia rrturip"tin charge o-f fris- household, to give to each one the porti* or r*,i i" ,""r;;1^'-
43. Blessed is that servant whom the lord, when tte'iom"s,;h;tt ila;il;-g.
++. 9t a. !ruth, I tell you, he will set him over all his posiessrons.
45. But if that servant shall say in his heart,.'My lord'delayi his-co,ming,'and shall begin tobeat the menservants and maigservants, and tobe gtuiton6us and beco"me drunk,46. The lord of that servant will come in a day that fie Oo"i not expect, and in an hour that hedoes not Foo*, and will cut him asunder,^and will uppoitrt trir portion *iirt itri ""believers.47. And that servant who knew the will oihis tora, n'u't Ai?not pr"p*", nor did according toh!".ill, shall be beaten with many stripes;
48. But the one who did not know, anO <iiO things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few.For to whomever mugl has^been given, from"him srtirirnu"[ b;,"q;rJ; ;;a to whommuch has been committed, from him they will demand the more.

228. JESUS DID NOT COME TO BRING PEACE, BUT DIVISION
LUKE 12

49. r came to cast fire. into the earth, and what will I, if it already be kindled?
50. For I have a baptism to be baptizedwith, ano tiow tuioened r am untii it be accom-plished!
11. P" you think that I came^to bring peace on the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division;52. Because from this time forwardthere shall be five in one ttous6 oiuiJeo, ttri"" uguinritwo and two against three.
53. Father shafl be divided against.son, and son against father; mother against daughter, anddaughter against mother; mother-in-law againsr-trer daughi;;-in-i;;,;;JJu,i!i,tr.-in-tu*
against her mother-in-law."u

a -Mic.7:6
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229. TIJE MULTITUDES CAN DISCERN THE WEATHER.
BUT NOT THE TIMES

LUKE 12

54. Then He also said to the multitudes, "When you see a cloud rising up from the west,
immediately you say, A rainstorm is coming.' And so it happens.
55. And when a south wind is blowing, you say, 'It will be hot.' And it happens.
56. Hypocrites! You know how to discern the appearance of the earth and the sky; how then
do you not discern this time?
57. And why even among yourselves do you not judge what is right?

230. AGREE WITH YOUR ADVERSARY

LUKE 12

_58. For as you are going with your adversary before the magistrate, be diligent to settle with
himwhile you are in the way; lest he drag you offto the judge, and the judge deliver you to
the officer, and the officer cast you into prison.
59. I tell yov, there is no way that you shall come out of there until you have paid the very
last cent."

23I. YOU MUST REPENT OF YOUR SINS. OR PERISH

LUKE 13

1. Now at the same time, there were present some who were telling Him about the Galileans,
whose blood Pilate had minsled with their sacrifices.
2. AndJesus answ ered and slid to them, "Do you suppose that these Galileans were sinners
above all the Galileans, because they suffered such thines?
3. No, I tell you; but if you do not r6pent, you shall all likewise perish.
4. Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell, and killed them, do you suppose that
these were debtors above all men who dwelt in Jerusalem?
5. No, I tell you; but if you do not repent, you shall all likewise perish."

232. TH'E PARABLE OF THE UNFRUITFUL FIG TREE

LUKE 13

6. And He spoke this parable: 'A certain manplanted a fig tree in his vineyard; and he came
seeking fruit on it, but he did notfrnd any.
7. Then he said to the vinedresser, 'Look heret For three years I have come seeking fruit on
this fig tree and have not found any. Cutit down. Why slioul d it continue to wasti,qp ace in
the ground?'
8. But he answered and said to him, 'Sir, let it alone this year also, until I shall dig about it
and put in manure,
9. And see if indeed it bears fruit; but if not, after that you shall cut it down.'"
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235. JESUS WENT CITY BY CITY AND VILLAGE BY VILLAGE
ON HIS WAY TO JERUSALEM

LUKE 13

?2. Ngry He was going through the cities and villages teaching, while making progress
toward Jerusalem.

233. JESUS HEALS A WOMAN OF AN l8-YEAR INFIRMITY ON A SABBATH

LUKE 13
10. Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbaths;
11. And behold there was a woman wtro triO.Zeen ffii.cted with a spirit of infirmity foreighteen years, and she was bent over and unable to stiaiehten herself un.
12. And when He saw her, Jesus called herto Him andsai'd to her. "Wonian, you have been
loosed from your infirmitv."
13. Then Heiaid Ffis hands on her; and immediately she was made straight, and she glori-
fied God.
14. But the ruler of.the synagogue answered with indignation because Jesus had healed on
the Sabbath , and said to the people, "There are six days"in which men areobligated to work;
qhJrgf.or",juring those dayi come and be healed, bui not on rhe sabbath dayj;
15. 'l 'herefbre, 

the Lord answered him and said, "Hypocrite! Does not each one of you on
the Sabbath loose his ox or his ass fromrhe mangei ind lead it away to drinkt
16. And is it not iust as.necessary forthiswom"an, being a daught"er of AUiutru111, whom
fqtan has bound, Io, eighteen years, to be loosed from this bond 6n the Sabbath day?"
17. And after He said these things, all those who opposed Him were asham"Oi Uut all the
people rejoiced at all the glorioui things rhar were 6eirng done by Him.

234. TIJE PARABLES OF THE MUSTARD SEED AND HIDDEN LEAVEN

LUKE 13

lQ.Tlq-He said, "What is the kingdom of God like? And to what shall I compare it?
11 Ilit like a.riny mustard seed, wliich a man took and cast inro his garden: unO'it grew and
developed rnto a great tree, and the birds of heaven roosted in its branches.,'
20. And again He said. "To what shall I compare the kinsdom of God?
2I.It is Jlfe leaven, which a woman took and hid in thr6e measures of flour, until all was
leavened."

A BackYard in Jericho
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236. ENTER IN THROUGH THE NARROW GATE
ORYOU WILL BE REJECTED BY GOD

LUKE 13

23. And one said to Him, "Lord, are those who are being saved few?" Then He said to them,
24. -"stivewithyourwhole being to enter in through th-e narrow gate; for many I say to you,
will seek to enter in, but shall not be able.
25. Once the Master of the house has risen up and has shut the door, and you begin to stand
outside the door and knock, sayi,ng, 'Lord, Lbrd, open to us'; then shall He ansier and say
to you, 'I do not know you or where you are from.'
26. And you shall begin to say, 'We ate and drank inYour presence, andYou have taught in
our streets.'
27-. AndHe_shall s_ay, 'l tell you, I do not know you or where you are from. Depart from Me,
all you workers of unrighteousness.'u
28. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth when you see Abraham and Isaac and
Iq"o! and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves are cast out.
29.Then they shall come fromthe east and the west, and from the north andthe south, and
shall sit down in the kinsdom of God.b
30. And behold, there ar"e the lastwho shall be first, and the first who shall be last."

a - Psa. 6:8 b - Psa. 107:3

237. JESUS PROPHESIES HE WILL DIE LATER IN JERUSALEM

LUKE 13

31. On the same day certain Pharisees came to Him, saying, "Go out and depart from this
place, because Herdd desires to kill You."
32. And He said to them, "Go and say to that fox, 'Behold, I cast out demons and complete
healings today and tomorrow, and the third day I shall be perfected;
33. But it is necessqry for Me to proceed today and tomorrow and the following day;be-
cause it is not possible/or a prophet to perish outside of Jerusalem.'
34. Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those who have been sent to
you; how often would I have gathered your children, as a hen gathers her brood wder her
wings, but you refused!
35. Behold, your house is left to you desolate. And truly I say to you, you shall not see Me
at all until the time comes that you say, 'Blessed ls He Who comei in the name of the
Lord."'

238. IN JERUSALEM AT THE FEAST OF DEDICATION.
JESUS ESCAPES ANOTHER STONING

JOHN 10
22. Now it was winter, and the feast of dedication was taking place at Jerusalem.
23. And Jesus was walking in the temple in Solomon's porch.-
24.Then the Jews encircled Him and said to Him, "How long areYou going to hold us in
suspense? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly."
25. Jesus answered them, "I have told you, but you do not believe. The works that I am
doing in My Father's name, these bear 'fuitness oi Me.
26. Btt you do not believe because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you.
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Dedication.3) Returns to the Other Side ofJordan,
4) Gms Back to Capemaum.
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the Dead. 2) Escapes to Ephmim.3) Goes to Jericho.
4) Goes to Jerusalem for Last Pssover.
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A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus Christ

JOHN 10

?7. Yy.ltr"gn hgar My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.
29,4"9 I give them eternal life, and they shall never peiish; and no one shall take them out
of My hand.
29; My Father, {!o !as. giyeT them to Me, is greater than all; and no one has the power to
seize them from My Father's hand.
30. I and the Fathei are one."
31. Then the Jews again picked up stones so that they might stone Him.
32. Jesus answered-them, "Man1i- good works I have sh"owed you from My Father. For
which of them do vou stone Me?' 

-

33. The Jews answele-d Him., saying, "We do not stone You for a good work, but for blas-
p4"TV, and because !ou, being a man, are making yourself God.',i
34. Jesus answered them, "Is ii not writte_nin yoqi law, 'I said, "you are gods" ,?
35. If He called them gods, to whom the Word of God came (and the Scfiptures cannot be
broken),

?9. Wlry d9 ygq say of HimWhom the Father has sanctified and sent inro the world, 'You are
blaspheming.' because I said, 'I am the Son of God'?
37.It I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me.
38.-But if I do, even if yoy d.o nqf beterre Me, believe the works; so that you may perceive
and may believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him."
39. Then they again sought to take Him; but He escaped out of their hands,

a - Psa. 82:6

239. JESUS LEAVES JERUSALEMAND
RETURNS AGAIN TO THE AREA BEYOND JORDAN

JOHN 10
40. And departed again beyond Jordan into the place where John was first baptizing; and He
remained there.
j1.. And.Tany came toHim and said, "John did not do even one miracle, but everything that
John said concerning this man is true."
42. And many believed in Him there.

240. JESUS HEALS A MAN OF DROPSY AT
A PHARISEE'S HOUSE ON A SABBATH

LUKE 14
1. Now it came to pass, when He went into a house of one of the rulers of the Pharisees on
the Sabbath to eat bread, that they were watching Him.
?'4lab_ehold, there was a certaiir manwho had-dropsy standing in front of Him.
3. Then Jesus answe1edgm.Qsp.otg to the doctors of theiaw and t5 thePhartsees, saying, "Is
it lawful to heal on rhe Sabbalh?"
1. Put.Lh:y were silent. .And,aftel taking__hold of him, He healed him and thenlet him go.
5. And He answered and said to them, "Who aniong you shall have an ass or an ox falTnto
! plt, a1d will not immediately pull it out on the Sabbath day?"
6. But they were not able to answer Him concerning these tfiings.

24I. THOSE WHO EXALT THEMSELVES SHALL BE ABASED
LUKE 14

7. Then, observing how those who were invited were choosing out the chief places, He
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LUKE 14

8. "When you are invited by anyone to a wedding feast, do not sit in the chief place, lest
someone more honorable than you has been invited by him.
9. For the one who invited you and him shall come to you and say, 'Give place to this one,'
and then shall you begin with shame to take the last place.
10. But when you are invited, go and sit down in the last place, so that when the one who
invited you comes, he may say to you, 'Friend, come up higher.' Then shall you have honor
in the presence of those who are sitting at the table with you.
11. For everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, and the one who humbles himself
shall be exalted."

242. PAR.ABLE OF GOD'S GREAT SUPPER

LUKE 14

12. And He also said to him who had invited Him, "When you make a dinner or supper, do
not call your friends, nor your brethren, nor your relatives, nor rich neighbors, lest they also
invite you in return, and a recompense be made to you.
13. But when you make a feast, call the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind;
14. And you shall be blessed, for they do not have the means to repay you. But you shall be
recompensed at the resurrection of the just."
15. Then one of those who sat at the table with Him, after hearing these things, said to Him,"Blessed is the one who shall eat bread in the kinsdom of God."
16. But He said to him, 'A certain man made a grtat supper, and invited many.
17. And he sent his servants at supper time to say to those who had been invited, 'Come, for
everything is now ready.'
18. But everyone with one consent began to excuse himself. The first said to him, 'I have
bought a field, and I need to go out to see it; I beg you to have me excused.'
19. And another said, 'I have bought five pairs of oxen, and I am going to try them out; I beg
you to have me excused.'
20. And another said, 'I have married a wife, and because of this I am unable to come.'
21. And that servant came and reported these things to his lord. Then the master of the
house was angry; andhe said to his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the
city, and bring in here the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind.'
22. And the servant said, 'Sir, it has been done as you coflrmanded, and there is still room.'
23. Then the lord said to the servant, 'Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel
themto come in, so that my house may be filled.
24. For I tell you, not one of those meir who were invited shall taste of my supper.' "

243. EVERYONE WHO WANTS TO BE A CHRISTIAN
MUST COUNT THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS CHRIST

LUKE 14

25. And great multitudes were going with Him; and He turned and said to them,
26."If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father, and mother, and wife, and children,
and brothers and sisters, and, in addition, his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.
27. And whoever does not carry his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.
25. And great multitudes were going with Him; and He turned and said to them,
26. "|f anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father, and mother, and wife, and children,
and brothers and sisters, and, in addition, his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.
27. And whoever does not carry his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.
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LUKE 14
28. For which one of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the
cost, whether he has sfficient for its completion;
29. Lest perhaps, after he has laid its found-ation and is not able to finish, all who see ir begin
to mock him,
30. Saying, 'This man began to build, and was not able to finish'?
31. -Or_ what king, when he goes out to engage another king in war, does not first sit down
and.take.counsel, whether he will be able with ten thousand to meet him who is coming
against him with twenty thousand?
32.Butif not, while his enemy is still far off, he sends ambassadors and desires the terms for
peace.

il.Jl tlg t?T" way also, each one of you who does not forsake all that he possesses cannot
be My disciple.
34. Salt is good; but if the salt becomes tasteless, with what shall it be seasoned?
35. It is fit neither for the land, nor for the manure; but they cast it out. The one who has ears
to hear, let him hear."

244. THE PARABLE OF THE LOST SHEEP THAT IS FOUND

LUKE 15
1. Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were drawinq near to hear Him:
2. And the Pharisees and the scribes criticized Him. sayins, "This man wel.comes sinners
and eats with them."
l.Egq He spoke this parable to them, saying,
4. "Which man of you who has a hundred iheep, and has lost one of them, does not leave the
linety-- nine in th_e wilderness and go after the one that is lost, searching untilhe finds it?
5. And when he finds ir, he lays ir on his shoulders, rejoicing;
6. Andjrfter coming to his house, he calls together /lis friSnds and neighbors, saying to
lhq*,-lRejoic-e wiph me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.'
7. I tell you that likewise, there shall b" jqy in he^aven over one sinner who repents, more
than over ninety-nine righteous ones who have no need of repentance

245. TIJE PARABLE OF A LOST COIN THAT IS FOUND

LUKE 15
8. Or what woman who has te_n coins, if she should lose one, does not light a lamp and
sweep the house, and search diligently until she finds ir?
9. And after finding.ir, she calls io_g,ether her friends and neighbors, saying, 'Rejoice with
me, for I have found the coin that flost.'
10. I tell.you that in like manner, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who
repents."

246. TIJE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON
LUKE 15

11. Then He said, 'A certain man had two sons;
t?..4n{ the younger of them said to his fathe-r,'Father, give me that portion of the property
which falls to me.' And he divided to them ftis livins. 

-

11.at$ not many days. after, the.younger_s_on gathJred everything together and departed
into a distant country. And there_he waited his property, livirig in debiuchery.
14. But after he had spenteverything, there arose a severe fanine throughoul that country
and he began to be in need.
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LUKE 15

15. Then he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country. and he sent him
into his fields to feed swine.
16. And he was longing to fillhis stomach with the husks that the swine were eating; but no
one gave anything to him.
17. And when he came to himself, he said, 'How many of my father's hired servantshave an
abundance of bread, and I am dying of hunger?
18. I will qqe qp and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you;
19. And I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired ser-
vants." '

20. And he rose up and went to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father
saw him and was moved with compassion, and ran and embraced him, and-ardently kissed
him.
21. And his son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, and I am
no longer worthy to be called your son.'
22.But the father said to his servant, 'Bring out the best robe and clothe him, and give him
a ring for his hand and sandals for his feet;
13. 4nd bring the fattened calf and kill ir, and let us eat and be merry.
24. For this my son was dead, but is alive again; and he was lost, birt is found.' And they
began to be merry.
25. But his elder son was in a field; and when he was coming back, and drew near to the
house, he heard music and dancing.
?9 4"4ltter.c_alling ong_of the seivants nearby, he inquired what these things might be.
2l . Andhe said to him, 'Your brother has come-home, and your father has killed the-fattened
calf, because he has received him safe and well.'
28. Then he was angry and would not go in. As a result, his father came out and pleaded
with him.
29.Blat he answered and said to his father,'Behold, I have served you so many years, and
never did I transgress^your commandment; yet you never gave me a kid, so [hht I might
make merrv with mv friends:
30. But whbn this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed
the fattened calf for him.'
31. Then he said to him, 'Son, you are always.with me, and all that is mine is yours.
32.But it was fitting to make meny and rejoice; because your brother was dead, and is alive
again; and was lost, but is found.' "

247. TIJE PARABLE OF THE UNJUST STEWARD

LUKE 16
l. And He also said to His disciples, "There was a certain rich man who had a steward, and
he was accused of wastins his master's soods.
2. And after calling him,Ie said to himl'What is this I hear concerning you? Render an
account of your stewardship; for you can no longer be steward.' 

- -

3. Now the steward said within himself, 'What ihall I do, for my lord is taking away the
stewardship from me? I am not able to dig; I am ashamed to beg.
4. I know what I will do, that, when I have been removedfrom the stewardship, they may
receive me into their houses.'
5. And after calling each one of his lord's debtors to him, he said to the first, 'How much do
vou owe mv lord?'
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LUKE 16
6. And-he said, 'A hundred baths of oil.' And he said to him, 'Take your bill, and sit downimmediately and write fifty.'
7. Then to ahother he said, iAnd how much do you owe?'And he said, A hundred measures
of wheat.' And he said. to him. 'Take your bill'and write eighty..
l;,11_1_rh""1?1! ptutffd the unrighteous steward. because lie liad aced prudenrly. For thecnlldren of thls world are.more prudent in, their own generation than the children of light.
?:,-lld Itefl.ryo.g' make friends for yourselves of the ilrurn-on of "rrigtrt""r*n"s; soThat,wnen you tarl. they may receive you into the everlasting dwellings.

248. ONE MUST BE FAITHFUL IN THE LITTLE THINGS
TO BE TRUSTED WITH THE TRUE RICHES OF GOD'S GLORY

LUKE 16
10. The one who is faithful in the things that are leastis also faithful in much; and the one
y_tro_ir unrighteous in the things that dre least is also unrighteous in much.
11. Therefore, if yo3 have not 6een faithful in the unrighteSus mammon, who will entrust toyou tne true rtches'!
12. And if you have not been faithful in that which is another's, who will give to you your
own?

249. NO ONE IS CAPABLE OF SERVING TWO MASTERS

LUKE 16
13. No servant is able to serve two masters; for either he will hate the one, and he will love
the other; or he will hold to the one and will despise the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon."
14. Now the Pharisees also, who were covetous, heard all these things; and they ridiculed
Him.
15. And He said to them, "You are those who justify themselves before men, but God knows
ygur-hryrts; for thatrvhich is highly esteemeb am6ng men is an abomination before God.
16. The Law and the Propherswe-re rintil John;from thit time the tlngOo* oiCoJis preached,
and everyone zealously-strives to enter it.
11. Po, it is easier/or heaven and earth to pass away thanfor one tittle of the law to fail.
I6. Everyone who divorces his wife and marries ariother bommits adultery; and everyone
who marries a woman who is divorced from her husband commiis ud;l-t#.' 

- -

250. THE PARABLE OF LAZARUS AND THE RICH MAN
LUKE 16

19. Now there was acertain rich man, and he was clothed in purple and fine linen, and dailyindulged himself in luxury.
20. And there was a certain poor man named Lazarvs, who was laid at his porch, full ofsores.

?,1:. Snd he longed to be nourished with the crumbs that fell from the rich man's table; andthe dogs even came and licked his sores.
?? \": ltg_aTe to pass,rhar the poor man died, and he was carried away by the angels inroAbraham's bosom. And the rich man also died and was buried.
13 ,lnd in th." qr.av.e he lifted up his eyes and was in torment,for he saw Abraham afar off,ano Lazarus tn nrs bosom.
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254. JESUS ON HIS WAY BACK TO JERUSALEM
PASSES THROUGH GALILEE AND SAMARIA

LUKE 17
I 1. Now it cam€ to-pass that as He was going up to Jerusalem, He passed through the middle
of Samaria and Galilee.

255. JESUS HEALS TEN LEPERS, BUT ONLY ONE
GLORIFIES GOD AND THANKS JESUS

LUKE 17
12. And as He went into a certain village, He was met by ten leprous men, who stood at a
distance.
1?.4"4 ttt-"V [f!"d up their voices, saying, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!"
14. And when He saw them, He said to them, "Go show yourselves to the priests."u And it
came to pass that while they were going, they were cleansed.
15. Then one of them, seeing that he was healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud
voice;
16. And he fell on his face at His feet, giving thanks to Him; and he was a Samaritan.
17. And answering, Jesus said, "Were not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?
lQ.A." nglany.{ouqd returning to give glory to God except this stranger?"
19. Then He said to him, "Rise up and go. Your faith has healed you.;

a -  Lev.  l4 : l -32

256. THE KINGDOM OF GOD
COMES NOT THROUGH OBSERVATION

LUKE 17
20. Now when the Pharisees demanded of Him when the kingdom of God would come, He
answered them and said, "The kingdom 6f CoA does not corie with observation'
21. Neither shall they say, 'Beholl, it is here!' Or, 'Behold, it is there!' FoiULnotO, tft"
kingdom of God is in the midst of you."

257. SOME OF THE SIGNS OF JESUS'RETURN
LUKE 17

22.Then He said to the disciples, "The days will come when you shall desire to see one of
the days of the Son of man, and shall not iee ir.
23. And they shall say to you, 'Look here,' or, 'Look there.' Do not go, neither follow them.

258. JESUS WILL RETURN SHINING AS A GREAT LIGHT

LUKE 17
24. For as the light of day, whose light shines from one end under heaven to the other end
under heaven, so also shall the Son of man be in His day.
25. But first it is necessary for Him to suffer many ihings and to be rejected by this
generation.
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259. THE END TIMES WILL BE THE SAME
AS IN THE DAYS OF NOAH

LUKE 17

26. Now as it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be in the days of the Son of man also.u
27. They were eating, they were drinking, they were marryiirg, they were being given in
m_arriage, until the day that Noah went into the ark, and the Flood came and destroybdthem
all.

a -  Gen.  6:5-13

260. THE END TIMES WILL ALSO BE THE SAME
AS THE DAYS OF LOT IN SODOM

LUKE 17

28. And it was the same way in the days of Lot: they were eating, they were drinking, they
qere buying, they were selling, they were planting, they were building;
29.-At on the day that Lot went out from Sodom,u it rained fire and iulphur from heaven
and destroyed them all.
30. This is how it shall be in the day that the Son of man is revealed.
31. In that day, let not the one wh<i is on the housetop, and his goods in the house, come
down to take them away; and likewise, let not the one who is in th-e field return to the things
behind.
32. Remember Lot's wife.b
33. Whoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and whoever shall lose ftis life shall
preserve it.

a - Gen. 18:20-24'.19:24-25 b - Gen. 19:26

261. TWO TOGETHER: ONE IS TAKEN. ONE IS LEFT

LUKE 17

34. I tell you, in that night there shall be two in one bed; one shall be taken, and the other
shall be left.
35. Two women shall be grinding together; one shall be taken, and the other shall be left.
36. Two men shall be in the field; one shall be taken, and the other shall be left."
37. And they answered, saying to Him, "Where, Lord?" And He said to them, "Where the
body is, there will the eagles be gathered together."

262. TIilE PARABLE OF THE UNJUST JUDGE

LUKE 18

l. Apd He also spoke a parable to them to show that it is necessary to pray always, and not
to glve up,
2. Saying, "There was in a certain city a certain judge, who neither feared God nor respected
man.
3. And there was a widow in that city; and she kept coming to him, saying, 'Avenge me of
my adversary.'
4. Now for a time he would not; but afterwards he said within himself, 'Although I do not
fear God and do not respect man,
5. Yet because this widow is causing me trouble, I will avenge her, lest she wear me out by
her continlal comins.' "

6. Then the Lord said, "Hear what the unrighteous judge says.
7. And shall not God execute vengeance for His elect, who cry out to Him day and night,
and patiently watch over them?
8.-I tell you that He will execute vengeance for them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son
of man comes, shall He find the true faith on the eartti?"
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263. TIJE PARABLE OF A SINFUL PUBLICAN
AND A SELF.RIGHTEOUS PHARISEE

LUKE 18
9. And to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others, He
also spoke this parable:
10. "Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one was aPharisee and the other a tax
collector.
11. The Pharisee stood and prayed with himself in this manner: 'God, I thankYou that I am
not like other men - extortioners, unrighteous, adulterers - or even as this tax collector.
12. I fast twice in the week, andl give a tithe o/everything that I gain.'
13. And the tax collector, standing-afa1off, wduld ni,t evjn hft ufr his eyes to heaven, but
beat himself onthe chest, saying,-'God be merciful to me, a sinne'r.,
14. I tell you, this-man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone
who exalts himself shall be humbled; and the one who humbles himself shall be exalt'ed."

264. TH'E RAISING OF LAZARUS FROM THE DEAD

JOHN 11
1. Now there was a certain man who was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, which was the town of
Mary and her sister Martha.
2. And.it was Mary who later anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped His feet with her
hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.
3- Ttr-erefore, the sisters sent to Him, saying, "Lord, take notice: the one whom You love is
sick."

1. lut after hearing this, Jesls said, "This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of
9q4, ro that the Son of God may be glorified by it."
5. Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.
6' But when He heard that he was sick, He deliberately remained in the same place two
days.
2.4_tr0 after this, He said.to the disciples, "Let us go into Judea again.,'
8. His disciples.s4.4 to Him, "Master, the Jews weie just seeking io stone You, and you are
going there again?"
9. Jesus answered, 'Are there not twelve_hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he
does not stumble, because he sees the lisht of the world.-
19. 

g_]rt if anyone_walks. in the night, heitumbles, because the light is not in him."
11. These things He said; and after that He said to them, "Our-friend Lazarus has fallen
qs-leqp: but I am going so that I may awaken him."
ll. fnen His disciples said. "Lord, if he has fallen asleep. he will ger weil."
13. Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought 

^that 
He wis speaking of the rest of

sleep.

Judean Hills
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JOHN 11
14. For this reason, Jesus then said to them plainly, "Lazants has died.
15. And I am.glad for your sakes that I was not there, in order that you may believe. But let
us go to him."
16. Then Thomas, called Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us go also, so that we
may die with Him."
17. And so, when Jesus came, He found thathe had already been lying in the tomb/or four
days.

11. N"ry Bethany was_near Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs away,
19. And many of the Jews had come to join those around-Marth-a and Mary so that they
migtrt console them concerning their brother.
20. So then, when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and,met Him. But Mary
was sitting in the house.
21. And Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.
22. But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give you."
23. Jesus said to her, "Your brother shall rise asain."
24.Martha said to Him, "I know that he will riie again in the resurrection at the last day."
25. Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and thelife. He who believes in Me, though he
die, shall live again;

?9 *a eYe.ryo!_g who lives and believes in Me shall not die forever. Do you believe this?"
27. She said to Him, "Yes, Lord; I believe thatYou are the Christ, the Sonbf God, Who was
to come into the world."

?9, A$ after saying these things,-she went away and secretly called her sister Mary, saying,"The Teacher has come and is callingfor you."
29. When she heard this, she rose up quicldy and came to Him.
30. Now Jesus had not yet come intb the town, but was in the place where Martha had met
Him.
31._Therefore, when the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw that Mary
had quickly.risen up and gone out, they followed her, saying, "She is foing to the tomb tir
weep there."

??..T\:" Yury, when she came where Jesus was and saw Him, fell at His feet, saying to
Him, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died."
33. As a result, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, He
gr.oaned !q spirit and was Himself inwardly moved.
4 4na He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said, "Lord, come and see.',
35. Jesus wept.
36. Then the Jews said, "See how much He loved him!"
37. But some of them said, "Could notthis-man, Who had the power to open the eyes of the
blind, also have caused this one not to die?"
38. Because of this, Jesus again groaned within Himself asHe came to the tomb. Now it
!v_as a cave, and a stone was laid over the opening.
39. Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of him who had died, said to Him,"Lord, he already stinks, for it has been four days."
40. Jesus said toher, "Did I not say to you that if you will believe, you shall see the glory of
God?"
41. Then they removed the stonefrom the tomb where the dead man had been laid. And
Jesus lifted IIis eyes upward and said, "Father, I thank You that You have heard Me.
42. And I know that You hear Me qlwayq; but because of the people who stand around I say
this, so that they may believe that You-did send Me."
43. And after He had spoken these things, He cried with a loud voice, "LazarLrs, come
forth."
44. Andhe who had been dead came forth, his feet and hands bound with erave clothes. and
!r-r r:.." bound up^with a nap$n. _ Jesus said to them, "Loose him and let"him go."
45-.Then.m3!y of the Jews who had come to console Mary, and had seen whlt Jesus did,
believed in Him.
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265. THE PHARISEES AND PRIESTS PLOT JESUS'DEATH

JOHN 1I.
46.But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.
f . thgn the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered a council and said, "What shall we do?
For this man does manv miracles.
48. If we allow Him t<i continue in this manner, all will believe in Him, and the Romans
shall come and take away from us both this place and the nation."
49. But a certain one of them, Caiaphas, being high priest that year, said to them, "You have
no understandins.
50. Nor consideithat it is better for us that one man die for the people, than that the whole
nation should perish."
51. Now he did not say this of himself, but being high priest that year, he prophesied that
Jesus would die for the nation;
52. And not for the nation only, but also that He might gather together into one the children
of God who were scattered abroad.
53, Therefore, from that day they took counsel together, so that they might kill Him.

266. JESUS ESCAPES TO THE CITY OF EPHRAIM

JOHN 11
54. For this reason, Jesus no longer walked publicly among the Jews, but went away from
there into the country near the desert, into a city cailed Epfr'raim; and He stayed theie with
His disciples.

267. TIJE PHARTSEES QUESTTON JESUS ABOUT DTVORCE
MATTHEW 19

3. Then the Pharisees came to Him and tempted
Him, saying to Him, "Is it lawful for a man to
divorce his wife for any cause?"
4. But He answered them, saying, "Have you
not read that He Who made them from the be-
ginning made them male and female,u
5. And said, 'For this cause shall a man leave
his father and mother, and shall be ioined to
his wife; and the two shall become on-e flesh'?b
6.. So then, they are no longer two, but one flesh.
Therefore, what God ha5 joined together, let
not man separate."
7 .T\ey said to Him, "Why then did Moses com-
pand to g_ive a certificate of divorce, and to put
her away?""
8. He said to them, "Because of vour hard-
heartedness, Moses allowed you to divorce vour
wives; but from the beginning it was not 

-so.

9. And I say to you, whoever shall divorce his
wife, except it be for sexual immorality, and
shall marry another, is committing adultery; and
the one who marries her who hasbeen divbrced
is committing adultery."

a-Gen.  l :26-27 b -Gen.  2:24
c -Deut.24:l

MARK 10
2. Then the Pharisees came to Him and,tempt-
ing Him, asked Him, "Is it lawful for a his-
band to divorce his wife?"
3. But He answered and said to them, "What
did Moses command you?"
4. And they said, "M<jses allowed a bill of di-
vorcement to be written to put away a wife.""
5. Then Jesus answered and said tothem, "He
wrote this commandment for you because of
your hardheartedness.
6. But fromthe beginning of creation God made
them male and female.u
7. For this cause shall a man leave his father
and mother, and shall be joined to his wife;
8. And the two shall become one flesh. So then,
they are no longer two, but one flesh.
9. Therefore, what God has joined together, let
not man separate."
10. And when He was in the house again. His
disciples alked Him concerning the saite thing.
11. And He said to them, "Whoever shall put
away his wife, and marry another, commits
adultery against her.
12. And if a woman shall divorce her husband,
and be married to another, she commits
adultery."
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268. THE CLASSIFICATION OF IMPOTENT MEN
MATTHEW 19

10. Hi: disciples said to Him, "If that is the case of a man with a wife, it is better not to
marry.
I 1. But He said to them, "Not everyone can receive this word. but onlv those to whom it has
been given
12. For there are eunuchs who were born that way from their mother's womb. and there are
eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men, and'there are eunuchs who have made them-
selves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The one who is able to rcceive it,Iet
him receive i/."

269. WIJEN BLESSING THE CHILDREN AND INEANTS,
JESUS TEACHES THE PROPER ATTITUDE NECESSARY

FOR ENTERING INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD
MATTHEW 19

13. Then little children were
brought to Him, so that He
might lay His hands on them
andpray for them; but the dis-
ciples rebuked those who
brought them.
14. But Jesus said, "Let the
little children come to Me, and
do not forbid them; for of such
is the kingdom of heaven."
15. And after laying F/is hands
on them, He departed from
there.

Lush Gardens Surround
Old Fortress Tower

MARK 10

13. Then they brought little
children to Him so that He
might touch them. But the dis-
ciples rebuked those who
brought them.
14. And after seeins i/. Jesus
was indignant, anl said to
them, 'Allow the little children
to come to Me, and do not for-
bid them; for of such is the
kingdom of God.
15. Truly I say to you, whoever
shall not receive the kinsdom
of God like a little child-shall
in no way enter into it."
16. And He took them up in l1ls
arms, laid Flis hands on them
andblessed them.

LUKE 18

15. Then they brought to Him
infants also, so that He might
touch them; but when the dis-
ciples saw i/, they rebuked
them.
16. But Jesus called them to
Him and said to them, "Permit

the little children to come to
Me, and do not forbid them; for
of such is the kingdom of God.
17. Truly I say to you, whoever
shall not receive the kinsdom
of God like a little child-shall
in no way enter into it."

View of Jordan River Valley

204



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus Christ

270. A RICH MAN REFUSES TO FOLLOW JESUS
BECAUSE HE LOVES HIS WEALTH MORE

MATTHEW 19

16. Now at that time, one came
to Him and said, "Good Mas-
ter, what goodthing shall I do,
that I may have eternal life?"
17. And He said to him. "Whv
do you call Me good? No onb
is good except one, God. But
if you desire to enter into life,
keep the commandments."
18. He said to Him, "Which?"

And Jesus said," 'You shall not commit mur-
der'; 'You shall not commit
adultery'; 'You shall not steal';'You shall not bear false wit-
ness ' ;
19. 'Honor your father and
your  mother ' ;u  and,  'You
shal l  love.your  neighbor  as
vourself."'d
20. The young man said to
Him. "I have kept al l  these
things from my youth. What
do I yet lack?"
21. Jesus said to him. "If vou
desire to be perfect, go and-sell
your property, and give to the
poor, and you shall have trea-
sure in heaven; and come and
follow Me."
22.But after hearine this word.
the young man rient away
grieved, because he had many
possesslons.

MARK 10

17. And as He went out to the
road, one came running up and
knelt down before Hlm, and
asked Him, "Good Master,
what shall I do that I may in-
herit eternal life?"
18. But Jesus answered him,
l'Why do you call Me good?
No one is good except one; that
is God.
19. You know the command-
ments: 'You shall not commit
adultery'; 'You shall not com-
mit murder'; 'You shall not
steal'; 'You shall not bear false
witness'; 'You shall not de-
fraud'; 'Honor your father and
mother."'u
20. And he answered and said
to Him, "Master, I have kept
all these from mv vouth."
21. AndJesus, ai Uewas look-
ing upon him, loved him, and
said to him,"Thereis one thins
that you are lacking. Go and
sell everything that you have.
and give to the poor, and you
shall-have treasire in heaven;
and come, take up the cross and
follow Me."
22. But he was very sad upon
hearing these words, and he
went away grieving, because
he had many possessions.

MARK 10

23. And after looking around,
Jesus said to His disciples,"How difficult it is for those
who have riches to enter into
the kingdom of God!"
24. But the disciples were as-
tonished at His words. And
again Jesus answered and said
to them, "Children, how diffi-
cult it is/or those who trust in

LUKE 18

18. And a certain ruler asked
Him, saying, "Good Master,
what shall I do to inherit eter-
nal life?"
19. Then Jesus said to him,"Why do you call Me good?
No one is good except one,
God.
20. You know the command-
ments: 'You shall not commit
adultery. You shall not com-
mit murder. You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false wit-
ness. Honor your father and
your mother.' "u

21. And he said, "I have kept
all these commandments from
my youth."
22. And after hearins these
things, Jesus said to hiri, "You
still lack one thing; sell every-
thing that you hive, and dis-
tribute to the poor, and you
shall have treasure in heaven:
and come and follow Me."
23. But when he heard these
things, he became very solTow-
ful; for he was quite rich.

LUKE lE

24. Now when Jesus saw him
become so sorrowful. He said."How difficult it is for those
who have riches to enter into
the kingdom of God!
25. For it is easier for a camel
to go through an eye of a
needle than for a rich man to
enter into the kinsdom of
God."

a-Ex.  20 :12-17,Deut .  5 :16-21  b-Lev .  19 :18

27I. A KEY LESSON: DON'T SET YOUR HEART ON MATERIAL RICHES
MATTHEW 19

23.Then Jesus said to His dis-
ciples, "Truly I say to you, it is
extremely difficult for a rich
man to enter into the kinedom
of heaven.
24. And again I say to you, it
is easier ior a carirel io pass
through the eye of a needle
thanfor aich man to enterinto
the kingdom of God."
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MATTHEW 19

25. But after hearing this, the
disciples were greaily aston-
ished and said, "Who then is
able to be saved?"
26. But Jesus looked at them
and said, "With men this is
impossible; but with God all
things are possible."u

MATTHEW 19

27 . Then Peter answered and
said to Him, "Behold, we have
left everything and have fol-
lowedYou. What then shall be
for us?"
28. And Jesus said to them,"Truly I say to you who have
followed Me, in the regenera-
tion, when the Son of man shall
sit down vponthe throne of His
glory, you also shall sit on
twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel.
29. And everyone who has left
houses, or brothers, or sisters,
or father, or mother, or wife, or
children, or lands, for My
name's sake, shall receive a
hundredfold, and shall inherit
life eternal.
30. But many of the first shall
be last, and the last first."

MARK 10

riches to enter into the kins-
dom of God!
25.It is easier for a camel to
pass through the eye of a
needle than for a rich man to
enter into the kinsdom of
God."
26. And the disciples were as-
tonished, saying among them-
selves, "Who then is able to be
saved?"
2l . But Jesus looked at them
and said, "With men i/ is im-
possible, but not with God; for
all things are possible with
God."u
a - Gen. l8: 14; Jer. 32:17 ; Zech. 8:6

272. TIJE BLESSING FOR LEAVING
EVERYTHING AND FOLLOWING JESUS

MARK 10

28. Then Peter began to say to
Him, "Behold, we have left
everything and have followed
You."
29. And Jesus answered and
said, "Truly I say to you, there
is not one who has left house,
or brothers, or sisters, or father,
or mother, or wife, or children,
or lands. for Mv sake and for
the gospel's,
30. Who shall not receive a
hundredfold now in this time:
houses, and brothers, and sis-
ters, and mothers, and children,
and lands, with persecutions;
and in the age that is coming,
eternal life.
31. But many of the first shall
be last, and the last shall be
first."

A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - TheLrfe of Jesus Christ

LUKE 18
26. And those who heard this
said, "Who then is able to be
saved?"
21. Bu't He said, "The things
that are impossible with men
are possible with God."u

Don't SetYour Heart
OnWealth

LUKE 18

28. Then Peter said. "Behold.

we have left every-thing and
have followedYou."
29. And He said to them,"Truly I say to you, there is no
one who has left house, or par-
ents, or brethren, or wife, or
children, for the sake of the
kingdom of God,
30. Who shall  not receive
manifold more in this time, and
in the age that is coming, eter-
nal life."

Solid Gold Bars
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273. TIJE PARABLE OF THE WORKERS IN THE VINEYARD

MATTHEW 20
1. "The kingdomof heaven shall be compared to a man, a master of a house, who went out
garfy in the morning to hire workmen foi his vineyard.
?.Alyl after agreeing with the workmen on a silv-er coinfor the day's wage, he sent them
into his vinevard.
3. And when he went out about the third hour, he saw others standine idle in the market-
place;
4. And he said to them, 'Go also into the vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.'
l, An9 they went. Again, after going out about the sixth hour and the ninth h"our, he did
likewise.
6. And about the eleventh hour, he went out and found others standing idle, and said to
1h.4, 

'Why have you been standing here idle all the day?'
7. They said to him, 'Because no 

"one 
has hired us.' f{e said to them, 'Go also into my

vineyard, and whatever is right you shall receive.'
8. And when evening came, ihe iord of the vineyard said to his steward, 'Call the workmen
?nd pqy them their hire, beginning from the lasi unto the first.'
9. And when those who werb hiredabout the eleventh hour came. thev each received a silver
coin.
10. But when the first ones came, they thought that they would receive more; but each of
them also received a silver coin.
11. And after receiving it, they complained against the master of the house,
12. Saying, 'These who came last have worked one hour, and you have made them equal to
us, who have carried the burden and the heat of the dav.'
13. But he answered.gnd said to them, 'Friend, I amhot doing you wrong. Did you not
agre! with me on a silver coinfor the day?
14. Take what is yours and go, for I also desire to give to the last ones exactly as I gave to
you.
15. And is it not lawful for me to do what I will with that which is my own? Is vour eve evil
because I am good?
16. So the last shall be first, and the first shall be last; for many are called, blut few are
chosen."

274. JESUS REVEALS HOW HE WILL DIE

MATTHEW 20

17. And while they were going
up to Jerusalem, Jesus took the
twelve disciples aside in the
way and said to them,
18. "Behold, we are going up
to Jerusalem, and the Son of
man shall be betrayed to the
chief priests and scribes, and
they shall condemn Him to
death;
19. And they shall deliver Him
up to the Gentiles to mock
Him, and to scourge Him, and
to crucify Him; but He shall
rise again the third day."

MARK IO

32. And they were on the road
to Jerusalem, and Jesus went
in front of them; and they were
amazed at this; and as tiey fol-
lowed Him. they were airaid.
Then He again tirok the twelve
and began to tell them the
things that were about to
happen to Him:
33. "Behold, we are going up
to Jerusalem, and the Son of
man shall be delivered up to the
chief priests and the scribes;
and they shall condemn Him to
death, and shall deliver Him up
to the Gentiles;

LUKE 18

31. And after taking the twelve
to Him, He said to them, "Be-

hold,  we are going up to
Jerusalem, and all things that
have been written abo"ut the
Son of man by the prophets
shall be fulfilled.
32. For He shall be delivered
up to the Gentiles, and shall be
mocked and insulted and spit
upon.
33. And after scourging Him,
they shall kill Him; but on the
third day, He shall rise again."
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MARK 10

34. And they shall mock Him,
and shall scourge Him, and
shall spit on Him, and shall kill
Him; and on the third day He
shall rise again."

LUKE 18

34. But they understood none
of these things, and this say-
ing was hidden from them, and
they did not comprehend what
was said.

275. JAM.ES AND JOHN ASK TO SIT AT JESUS'RIGHT HAND
AND LEFT HAND IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD

MATTHEW 20

20. Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee
came to Him with her sons, worshiping Him
and asking a certain thing from Him.
21. And He said to her, "What do you desire?"
She said to Him, "Grant that thesehy two sons
may sit one atYour right hand and ohe atYour
left hand in Your kinqdom."
22.ButJesus answe{ed, and said. "You do not
know what you are asking. Are you able to
drink the cup that I am about to drink, and to
be b4ptized withthe baptism that I am baptized
with?" They said to Him, "'We are able."
23. And He said to them, "You shall indeed
drink of My cup, and shall be baptized withthe
baptism that I am baptized with; but to sit at
My right hand and at My lefthand is not Mine
to give, but shall be given to those for whom it
has been prepared by My Father."
24. And after hearing this, the ten were
indignant against the two brothers.

MARK 10

35. Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
came to Him, saying, "Master, we desire that
whatever we ask, You would do for us."
36. And He said to them. "What do vou desire
to have Me do for you?"
37. And they said to Him, "Grant to us that we
may sit one at Your right hand and one at Your
left hand inYour slory."
38. But Jesus saidto [hem, "You do not know
what you are asking. Are you able to drink the
cup that I drink, and to be baptized with the
baptism that I am baptizedwith?"
39. And they said to Him, "We are able." Then
Jesus said to them, "You shall indeed drink the
cup that I drink; and you shall be baptizedwith
the baptism that I am baptizedwith.
40. But to sit at My right hand and at My left
hand is not Mine to sive. butto those for whom
it has been prepared'."
4 1 . And when the ten heard this. thev besan to
show indignation toward James and-Johi.

276. JESUS TEACHES THE LESSON THAT
THE GREATEST OF ALL SHALL SERVE ALL

MATTHEW 20

25. But Jesus called themto Him and said,"You
know thattherulers of the nations exercise lord-
ship over them, and the great ones exercise au-
thority over them.
26. However, it shall not be this way amonq
you; but whoever would become greit amon!
you, let him be your minister;
2l . And whoever would be first among you, let
him be your servant;
28. Just as the Son of man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give His life as a
ransom for many."

MARK 10

42.Then Jesus called them to Him and saidto
them, "You know that those who are counted
worthy to rule over the Gentiles exercise lord-
ship over them; and their great ones exercise
authority over them.
43. But it shall not be this way among you;
rather, whoever desires to become great among
you shall be your servant;
44. And whoever desires to be first among you
shall be thebondslave of all.
45. For even the Son of man came not to be
served, but to serve, and to give His life as a
ransom for many."
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277. JF,SUS HEALS A BLIND MAN AS HE COMES TO JERICHO
LUKE 18

35. Now it came to pass that as He drew near to Jericho, there was a certain bIind, man who
sat begging beside the road.
i9.+rq hearing a.multitude passing by him,he asked what this might be.
37. And they told him, "Jesui the Nazarean is passine bv."
38. Then he called out, saying,."Jesus, Son of Davioltrave mercy on me."
39. And those who were going in front rebuked him, so that he wbuld be silent; but he cried
out all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me.',
a0. Tlgn Jesus-stopped and commanded him to be brought to Him. And when he came
near. He asked him.
41. Saying, "What do you desire to have Me do for you?" And he said, "Lord, that I may
receive sight."
42,Then Jesus said to_him, "Receive sight. Your taith has healed you."
43. And immediately he received sight; and he followed Him, gtomymg God. Now after
seeing this, all the people gave prais-e to God.

278. JESUS AT ZACCHEUS'HOUSE IN JERICHO
LUKE 19

1. Then Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through.
2. Andbehold, a man named Zaccheus ias th"ere. N6w he was a chief tax collector, and he
was rich.
3. And he was seeking to see Jesus, Who He was; but he was not able because of the multi-
tude, for he was a man of small stature.

1. B!l, after.running. ahead,in front of the multitude, he climbed up into a sycamore tree so
lhal hg -mrgtrt see-Him; for He was about to pass thatway.
6. And he came down in haste and received Him joyfully.
7. But after seeing this, everyone began to c1rticiie, saying, "He has gone in to lodge with a
sinful man."
8. Then Zaccheus stood and said to the Lo1d, "Behold, the half of my possessions, Lord, I
give to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by falsi: accusation,'I return
fourfold."u
9. And Jesus said to him, "Today, salvation has come to this house, inasmuch as he also is a
son of Abraham.
10. For the Son of man has come to seek and to save that which is lost."

a-8x.22: l

279. JESUS HEALS BLIND MEN AS HE LEAVES JERICHO
MATTHEW 20

29. And as they were going out of Jericho, a
great multitude followed Him.
30. And behold, two blind men sittins. beside
the road, yh,en they heard that Jesus tias pass-
lng by, cried^ gut, saying, "Have mercy on us,
Lord, Son of David.
31. Then the multitude rebuked them, so that
they would be silent. But rhey cried out allthe
m-ore, saying, "Have mercy on us, Lord, Son
of David."

MARK 10

46. Then they came to Jericho. And as He and
His disciples were going up from Jericho with
a large multitude, Bartimeus the blind man,the
son of Timeus, was sitting beside the road
begging.
41. And after hearing that it was Jesus the
Nazarene, he began to cry out, saying. "Son of
David, Jesus, have pity oh me!" 

' "

48. Then many began io rebuke him, so that he
would be silent; but he cried out all the more,"Son of David, have pity on me!"
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MATTHEW 20

32. And Jesus stopped and called them, and
said, "What do you desire thatl do for vou?"
33. They said to-Him, "Lord, that our ey6s may
be opened."
34. And being moved with compassion, Jesus
touched their eyes; and immedia-tely their eyes
received sight, and they followed Him.

MARK 10

49. And Jesus stood still and asked for him to
be called. And they called the blind man. say-
Ug to him, "Be of good courage; rise up, for
He is calling you."
50. And after casting aside his beggar's gar-
ment, he arose and came to Jesus.
51. Then Jesus answered him and said, "What
do you desire to have Me do for you?" And the
blind man said to Him, "Master, that I mav
receive sight."
52. And Jesus said to him "Go, 

for your faith
has healed you." Then he immediately received
sight, and he followed Jesus in the way.

280. THE PARABLE OF THE POUNDS

LUKE 19
11. Now as they were listening to these things, He went on to speak a parable, because He
was near Jerusalem, and they thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear imme-
diately.
12. Therefore, He said, 'A certain nobleman set out to a distant country to receive a king-
dom for himself, and to return.
13. And after calling te_n of his servants, he gave to them ten pounds, and said to them,'Trade until I come back.'
14. But his citizens hated him and sent an ambassador after him, saying, 'We will not have
this man to reign over us.'
15. And it came to pass that when he returned after receiving the kingdom, he directed, that
those servants to whom.he had- given the money be called-to him, in order that he might
know what each one had gained by trading.
16. And the first one.came up, qaying, 'Lold, your pound has produced ten pounds.'
17. Then he said to him, 'Well doite..Eoqd serv-ant; because yod were faithfufin a very little,
you shall have authority over ten cities.'
18. And the second one came, saying, 'Lord, your pound has made five pounds.'
19. Then he also said to this one. And vou be over five cities.'
20. But another came, saying, 'Lord, behold your pound, which I kept laid up in a handker-
chief.
2I.For I was afraid of you, because you are a harsh man. You take up what you did not lay
down, and you reap what you did not sow.'
22.Then hi: said t6 him, tout of your own mouth I will judge you, wicked servant! You
knew that I am a harsh man, taking up what I did not lay"dorin lnd reaping what I did not
sow.
23. Thenwhy didn't you.deposit my money in the bank, so that at my coming I might have
received it with interest?'
24. Andhe said to those who were standing by, 'Take the pound from him, and give it to the
one who has ten pounds.
?!. (an4 they said to him, 'Lord, he has ten pounds.')
26. For I tell you_ that to everyone who has, more shall be given; but the one who does not
have, even what he has shall be taken from him.
!.M9reo1ter, bring my enemies, those who were not willing for meto reign over them, and
slay them here before me.'"
28. and after saying these things, He went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
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281. JESUS' LAST PASSOVER APPROACHES

JOHN 11

55. Now the Passover'of the Jews was near, and many went up out of the country to Jerusa-
lem before the Passover, so that they might purify thbmselves.
56. Then they \YeIe watching for Je-sus, and were iaying to one another while standing in the
temple, _"D9"q it look to you like He will not be coming to the feast?"
57. For both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a command that if anyone knew
where He was, he should reveal lr, so that they mighi seize Him.

a - Ex. 12:4-14'.Lev.23:5

Mount of Olives
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PARTV

THE EVENTS BEFORE
JESUS'LAST PASSOVER, 30 AD

SIX DAYS BEFORE JESUS'LAST PASSOVER

" Th" Gospel of Luke records that Jesus was teaching in the temple in the days
leading uplg His arrest and crucifixion: "Now He wasleaching day by day in tire
tem-ple; and-thech_ief priestsand the scribes and the chief of the peopie were seeking
to destroy Him" (Luke 19:47, AT).

In the final days before His crucifixion, a series of confrontations took place at
the temple-between Jesus and the scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees and chief priests.
The Gospel accounts give four chronological keys that enable us to understind the
events of those days. It is clear that the Gospel writers followed the Hebrew Calen-
dar, which reckons each day from sunset to sunset, or evening to evening, when they
were inspiredto_record their accounts of these days leading up to Jesusicrucifixion.
They.wrote of the events as they occurred each day, making particular note of the
mornings and evenings. By recording each day as it ended aievening, or sunset, the
Gospel writers enable us to understand the exact time frame of thesJ events.

The Gospel of John records that six days before His last Passover, Jesus came to
Lazarus'house in Bethany (Jghl l2:I). Counting backward six days from the begin-
$_ng of N-is 7n 14, we come t9 th9 beginning of Nisan 8, which was Wednesday evenlng,
March 29. We know that the time was in the evening, because the account tells ris
thatJesus ate supper (verse 2).The word "supper" is tianslated from the Greek word
To+tittfiovov to deiponon, which means "the chief or evening meal, supper" (Berry,
Greek-En_g_lish New Testament Lexicon).After Jesus ate supper, Lazarui'^sister Mary
anointed His feet with ointment (verses 3-4).Inthe morning of Nisan 8, which wai
Thursday_, March 30, Jesus made His triumphal entry into Jerusalem (verse 12). His
triumphal entry could not have been on a Sabbath, as some claim, because the dis-
qiplgl rlere bleakilg offboughs from palm trees to spread in the way before Him. If
the disciples had done this on the weekly Sabbath, the scribes and Pharisees would
have vigorously protested, claiming thaf His disciples were breaking the Sabbath.

Those who teach that Jesus was resuffected on a Sunday also claim that His
triumphal entry into Jerusalem took place on a Sunday. They call this day Palm
Sunday. But according to the chronology that is recordedin the Gospel accounts, the
4ry tlqq Jesus made His triumphal enrry was Thursday, Nisan 8, 6r March 30, 30
AD. This is the first key of understanding. (See the iynchronized Hebrew/lulian
calendar on pp. 197-198.)

_ _. Th9 Gospel of Mark adds further details about the events that took place on
Nisan 8. Mark records that after Jesus made His triumphal entry into Jerusilem, He
went into the temple and,looked around. Shortly afterward, He and His disciples
went back to Bethany (Mark 1 l:11). This completes the events of Nisan 8, which
ended at sunset.
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Mark continues with the events of the next morning, which was Friday, Nisan 9,
or March 31. This^w-as the preparation day for the wee[ly Sabbath. Mark shows that
on th.e morning of Nisan 9, as He was.onihe way to the iemple, Jesus cursed the fig
tree (verses 13-14). Later, He went into the.temple area ahd cast out the mone!
exchangers, overturning their tables and driving out the animals. It is evident that
Jesus was cleansing the temple, remo^ving the ironey exchangers with their greed
and comrption, in preparation for the Sabbath. After iesus had-cleansed the t"fipi",
He_taught the people. At elening, Jesus left the temple and Jerusalem and went back
to Bethany for the night (Mark 1l:19, Matt. 2l:17i.

The next morning, w-hiclr was the w_eekly_ Sabbath, Nisan 10, or Saturday, April
1, the disciples saw that the fig tr9. that Jesus had cursed was withered (Mark'itiO).
Only_Mark recordg that the Cursing and shriveling of the fig tree took place over a
two-{?y,pelgd.lVlatthew records these events as if they ha"cl occurred bn the same
day. .If Mark had not made it clear that a second day wis involved, it would not be
possible to accurately. determine the chronology of the events leading up to Jesus'
last Passover. This critical two--day-period is I6e second key in unde"rstanding the
timing of the events that took place before Jesus' last passovbr.

^^ TI" Gospel o_f John records other events that occurred on Nisan 10, or April 1,
30 AD. Certain Hellenist Jews who had heard about Jesus asked Philip wherb they
could find Him. !_!ri.lip_went to Andrew, and together they came und totd Jesul
(lgftn 12:20-22). While Jesus was teaching the people, a voiie spoke from heaven: "

^Noty.My soul is troubled, and what shall I sayf Father, save Me from this hour? But
for this very^purp.ose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify Your name.' Then a
voice came from heaven, saying, 'I have bgth glorifiedit and will glorify it again.,
Then the peopl_e_standing there, who heard it, iaid.,'It thundered.' 6theri said] .An
qgel spoke to Him.'Jesus answered and said, 'This voice did not come because of
Me, but because of you' " (John 12:27-30, AT).

_ After this, Jesus-left the temple and hid Himself, apparently for the rest of the
Sabbath. This completes the events of the Sabbath, Nidan 10, or Saturday, April 1,
30 AD. The third key to understanding is that on Nisan 10, Jesus was selecied ai God
the Father's Passover Lamb, Who would be sacrificed for the sins of the world.

Jesus and His.disciples_returned to Jerusalem the next morning, Sunday,
fisa.n 11, or.Apr1l 2.9" !ht_t day, His final confrontations with tfie scribes,
Pharisees, Sadducees gn{ 9!i9f_nles.ts took p-lace. These lasted for most of the day,
until late afternoon (Mark 11:27--13:1). Then Jesus and His disciples left the temple,
and He instructed t!"ry privately (Mark l3:l-3, Matt. 24:I'-3). Jesus finisired
instructing tltgn just before sunsei on Nisan 11. Then He declared to His disciples
that He would be crucified on the Passover, which would take place after two days
(Mark 14:1, Matt. 26:2).

The fourth and final key in understanding the six-day chronology before the pass-
over is that the two-day period recorded inMark I4:l andMatthJw 26:2 is counted
from the end of Nisan 1 1. The two days yet remaining before the Passover were
Monday, Nisan 12,?!! Tugs_dgy, Nisan I j. Nisan r2b6,gan at sunset, April 2, and
ended at sunset, April 3, and Nisan 13 began at sunset, Afril 3, and endeci at sunset,
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April 4. After those two days came the Passover day, Nisan 14, which began at
sunset, April 4, and ended at sunset, April 5.

^ Please study the chart on pages 216-277 ,which shows the chronological sequence
of the events leading up to Jesus' last Passover as they occurred day bi day.

Merchant Riding Donkey - Old Jerusalem
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282. SIX DAYS BEFORE HIS LAST PASSOVER.
JESUS COMES TO BETHANY

JOHN 12

1, \o* six days before-the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazanrs was who had
dred, and whom He had raised from the dead.
2'-Then they made a supper/or Him there, and Martha served; andLazarus was one of those
who sat with Him.

?' Vtqry then took apound of.pure spikenard ointment worth a greatprice and anointed*
Jesus' feet, wiping Hls feet with her hair. And the house was filTed wittr ttre uiotnu of the
orntment.
4..As a result, one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, who was about to betray
Him, said,
5. "W.hy was this ointment not sold for three hundred silver coins, and these given to the
poor?"

Q. \o. he said this, not because he cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had
Lh" 9ug, and carried what was put in i/.
7. fhen Jesus said, "Let her alone; she hasbeen keeping it toward the day of My burial.
l. lgr you have the poor-with you always. but you db n"ot arways have M"e."
9. Then a great crowd of the Jews found out tliat He was theni. And they came, not only
because of Jesus. but also that they might see Lazarus, whom He had rais6d from' the dead.
19. Fut the chief priests took counsel in order that they might kill Lazarus also;
I 1. Because by reason of him, many of the Jews wereieaving them and believing in Jesus.

LUKE 19
47' Now He was teaching day by day in the temple; and the chief priests and the scribes and
the chief of the people were seeking to destroy Him.

*In the Gospels there are three accounts given about the anointings of Jesus before his crucifrxion. The two
accounts in Matthew 26 and. Mark 14 are.parallel accounts of the salne anointing. Both desirG horv u *o-un
anointed Jesus'head two days before_tlie Passover. In John 12,Mary of BeThany unointiO Hlr feet. This
occurred six days.before the.Passover. It is very obvious that these are two separate 6ccasions- The reaction of
Judas Iscariot and some of the other disciples was, of course, the same.

Model City
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Six Days Before
Hebrew Calendar Nisan

HEBREW DAYS OF WEEK
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Third Day Before The Passover

At The Temple Jesus
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Lk 20: I - Lk 2l:4
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In the Daytime He Thught at The Temple.
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Then to Bethany Mk. 11:11
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Jesus'Last Passover
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Unleavened Bread

The First Annual SABBATTI
Of The Year
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THE DAY PORTION _ NISAN 8 - THURSDAY. MARCH 30 - 30 AD
283.

JOHN 12

12. On the next day, a
great crowd of people
who had come for the
feast. when thev heard
that Jesus was comins
into Jerusalem,
13.  Took branches
from palm trees and
went out to meet Him,
and were shouting,"Hosanna! Blessed is
He Who comes in the
name of the Lord, the
King of Israel."
14. Now after finding
a young ass, Jesus sat
upon it. exactly as it is
wntten:
l5."Fear not, daughter
of Sion. Behold. vour
King comes, sitting on
a colt of an ass."u
16. And His disciples
did not understand
these thinss at the be-
g inning; -but  when
Jesus was glorified,
then they remembered
that these thinss were
written abouT Him,
and that they had done
these things to Him.
17. Then the group
that was with Him
when He cal led
Lazarus out of the
tomb, and raised him
from the dead, testi-
fied of what they had
seen.
18. Because of this,
the people also met
Him.  for  thev had
heard of this miracle
that He had done.
19. Then the Pharisees
said among them-
selves. "Do vou see
that we are nbt sain-
ing in any way? Look!
The world has sone
after Him."

MARK 11

1.  And when they
came to Bethphage
and Bethany, which
were near to Jerusa-
lem, toward the
Mount of Olives, He
sent two of His dis-
ciples;
2. And He said to
them, "Go into the vil-
lage ahead ofyou, and
as soon as you enter it
you will find a colt
tied, upon which no
man has sat. After
loosing it,lead it to
Me.
3. And if anyone says
to you, 'Why are you
doing this?'say, 'The

Lord has need of it' '
and he wil l  send i i
here immediately."
4. And they went /o
the village and found
the colttied outside, at
thedoor ofahouseby
the crossroad;  and
they loosed it.
5. Then some of those
who were standing
there said to them,"Why are you loosing
the colt?"
6. And they answered
them as Jesus had
commanded. Then
they allowed them ro
take it.
7. And they led the
col t  to  Jesus.  And
they laid their gar-
ments upon it, and He
sat on lt;
8. Then many spread
their garments in the
road, and others cut
down branches from
the trees, and scattered
them in the road.

LUKE 19

29. Now it came to
pass that as He drew
nearto Bethphage and
Bethanv. toward the
mountain called, the
Mount of Olives, He
sent two of His dis-
ciples,
30. Saying, "Go into
the v i l lage across
fromyou. Upon enter-
ing it, you shall find a
colt tied, on which no
one has ever yet sat;
after loosing it, bring
it.
3 l� And if anyone asks
you, 'Why are you
loosing i r? '  Th is  is
what vou shall sav to
h im:  

- 'Because  
i he

Lord has need of it.' "

32. And those who
had been sent went
andfotndlrexactly as
He had said to therrr.
33. And as they were
loosing the colt, the
owners of it said to
them, "Why are you
loosins the colt?"
34. T[en they said,"The Lord has need of
it."
35. And they led it to
Jesus; and after laying
their garments on the
colt, they put Jesus on
it.
36. Now as He went
a long,  they spread
their garments in the
road.
37. And as He drew
near to the citv. al-' :
ready betng at tne de-
scent of the Mount of
Olives, al l  the mult i-
tude of the disciples
begantorejoice andto

a - Z e c h . 9 : 9

MATTHEW 2I

1. Now as they were
drawing near  to
Jerusalem. thev came
to Bethphage, nearthe
Mount of Olives; and
Jesus sent two dis-
ciples,
2.  Saying to  them,"Go into the village,
the one ahead of you,
and immediatelv vou
shall find an asi tied,
and a colt with her.
Loose them and brins
themtoMe.
3. And if anyone says
anything to you, tell
him, 'The Lord has
need of them.' And he
wi l l  send them at
once."
4. But this al l  took
place so that it might
be fulf i l led which
was spoken by the
prophet, saying,
5. "Say to the daugh-
ter of Sion, 'Behold,

your King comes to
vou.  meek and
inounted on an ass.
and on a colt the foal
of an ass.' "u

6. And the disciples
left, and did as Jesus
had ordered them;
7. They brought the
ass and the colt, and
put  the i r  garments
upon them; and He sat
on them.
8. And a great number
of the mult i tude
spread their garments
on the road; and oth-
ers were cutting down
branches from the
trees and spreading
them on the road.

JESUS' TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM
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MARK 11

9.  And those who
went before and those
who followed behind
w e r e  c r y i n g  o u t ,
s a y i n g .  " H o s a n n a  !
B lessed  l s  t he  one
Who comes in  the
name of the Lord.u
10 .  B lessed  i s  t he
kingdom of our father
David,  coming in
the name of- the
Lord. Hosanna in the
highest!"

a - Psa. 118:26

LUKE 19

praise God with aloud
voice for allthe works
of power that they had
seen,
38. Saying, "Blessed

be the King.  Who
comes in the name of
the Lord. Peace in
heaven and glorv in
rfte hishest!"u-
39. A;d some of the
Pharisees in the mul-
t i tude said to Him,"Master, rebuke Your
disciples."
40. But He answered
and said to them, "I
tell you that if these
were silent, the stones
would cry out."

MATTHEW 2I

9. And the multitudes,
those who were going
before and thosJwho
were fol lowins be-
hind, were shoiting,
saying, "Hosanna to
the Son of  David;
b lessed is  He Who
comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in
the highest!"u
10. Now when He en-
tered Jerusalem, the
entire city was moved,
saying, "Who is this?"
I  1 .  And the mul t i -
tudes said, "This is
Jesus the prophet, the
one Who is from
Nazareth of Galilee."

284. JESUS WEEPS OVER THE CITY OF JERUSALEM
LUKE 19

4l . And when He came near and saw the city. He wept over it,
11 lllilpt" lfro,lflo known. even you. at least in this your day, the rhings for your peace:
Dut now tney are htdden trom your eyes.

1i:Igl!: {a11 1!att come upbn yod that your enemies shall cast a ramparr abour you, andshall enclos,e you around ald keep you in on every side,
!!:l:lshall level you to the.grouind, and your children within you; and they shall not leavem you a stone upon a stone, because you did not know the season of your visitation.,,

285. JESUS GOES INTO THE TEMPLE,
AND RETURNS THAT EVENING TO BETHANY

MARK 1T
11. And Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and, because the hour was al-ready late, after looking around at everythin g there, He #ent out to Bethanv *itt tt e twelve.

286. JESUS TEACHES DAILY IN THE TEMPLE

LUKE 19
47. Now He was teaching day by day in the temple; and the chief priests and the scribes and
tle :.hief of.the pe_ople wtreieeking to destroy'Him.
48. But could not find what they mig-ht do; for att ttre people were listen rng intently, hanging
on His every word.
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NrsAN 9 - FRIDAY, MARCH 31 - 30 AD
287. THE NEXT MORNING JESUS CURSES THE FIG TREE,

CASTS OUT THE MONEY CHANGERS,
AND RETURNS TO BETHANY FOR THE NIGHT

MARK 11

12. And in the morning, after
they left Bethany, He became
hungry.
13. Then, seeing a fig tree afar
off that had leaves, He went /o
it, to see if He might possibly
find something on it. But after
coming to it, He found noth-
ing except leaves, because it
was not yet the season for figs.
14. And Jesus responded by
saying to it, 'ol-et no one eat
fruit from you any more for-
ever!" And His disciples heard
it.
15.  Then they came in to
Jerusalem; and after entering
the temple, Jesus began to cast
out those who were buying and
selling in the temple; and He
overthrew the tables of the
money exchangers and the
seats of  those who were
selline doves.
16. Moreover, He did not al-
low anvone to carrv a vessel
througi the temple.-
17. And He taught, saying to
them. "Is it not written. 'Mv

house shall be called a hous-e
of prayer for all the nations'?
But you have made it a den of
robbers."u
18. Now the chief priests and
the scribes heard rftis. and thev
sought how they might destroy
Him; for they feared Him, be-
cause all the multitudes mar-
veled at His teaching.
19. And when evening came.
He went out of the citv.

MATTHEW 2I

12. And Jesus went into the
temple of God and cast out all
those who were buying and
selling in the temple; and He
overthrew the tables of the
money exchangers, and the
seats of those who were sell-
ing doves.
13. Then He said to them, "ft

is written. 'Mv house shall be
called a hous6 of prayer'; but
you have made it a den of
thieves."u
14. And the blind and the lame
came to Him in the temple, and
He healed them.
15. But when the chief priests
and the scribes saw the won-
derful things that He did, and
the children shoutins in the
temple and saying, "Hosanna

to the Son of David," they were
indignant,
16. And said to Him, "DoYou

hear what they are saying?"
Then Jesus said to them, "Yes!

Have you never read, 'Out of
the mouths of little children
and infantsYou have perfected
praise'? "b

17. And leaving them, He went
out of the city to Bethany, and
spent the night there.
18. Now early in the morning,
as He was comins back into
the city, He hungeied;

LUKE 19

45. Then He went into the
temple and began to cast out
those who were selling and
those who were buying in it,
46. Saying to them, "It is writ-
ten. 'Mv house is a house of
prayer'i but you have made it
a den of robbers."u
47. Now He was teaching day
by day in the temple; and the
chief priests and the scribes
and the chief of the people
were seeking to destroy Him,
48. But could not find what
they might do; for al l  the
people were listening intently,
hanging on His every word.

Bethany

Fig Tree Before Cursing

220

b -  Psa.  8:2



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Lrfu of Jesus christ

SABBATH, NISAN 10 - SATURDAY. APRIL 1 - 30 AD
288. THEY GO UP TO JERUSALEM THE NEXT MORNING

MARK 11

20. And in the morning, as they passed by, they
saw the fig tree dried up from the roots.
2l.Then Peter remembered and said to Him,"Look, Master! The fis tree that You cursed
has dried up."
22. Andlesus answered and said to them. "Have
taith from God.
2-3..For truly I say to you, whoever shall say to
this mountain, 'Be taken away and be cast into
the sea,' and shall not doubt in his heart, but
shall believe that what he said will take place,
he shall have whatever he shall say.
24. For this reason I say to you, ail the things
that you askwhen you are praying, believe that
you will receive, aidthey dtrati Uigiv en toyo.u.
25. But when you stand praying, if you have
anything against anyone, forgive, so that your
Faiher Wtro ls in heiven mafforgive you your
offenses.
!6._For_!! you do not forgive, neither will your
Father Who is in heaven forgive you youi of-
fenses."

MATTHEW 2I

19. And seeing a fig tree by the road, He came
up to it, but found nothing on it except leaves
only. And He said to it, "Let there never again
be fruit from you for the rest of the age." And
immediately the fig tree dried up.
20. And after see-ing it, the disciples were
amazed, saying, o'How quickly the fig tree has
dried up!"
21. Then Jesus answered and said to them,"Truly I say to you, if you have faith and do
not doubt, not only shall you do the miracle of
the fig tree, but even if you shall say to this
mountain, 'Be removed and be cast into the sea,'
it shall come to pass.
22, Andeverything that you shall ask in prayer,
believing, you shall receive."

289. CERTAIN HELLENIST JEWS WANT TO SEE JESUS

JOHN 12

20. Now there were certain Greeks among those who had come up to worship at the feast.
21. And these came to Philip, who was Trom Bethsaida of Galileel and they asked him,
saying, "Sir, we desire to see Jesus."
22. Phllip came and told Andrew, and Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.
23. But Jesus answered them, saying, "The time has come for the Son of man to be glori-
fied.
Z!'Tryly, tryly I saylo you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
25. The one who loves his life shall lose it, and the one who hates his life in this world shall
keep it unto eternal life.
26.If anyone will serve Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there shall Mv servant be
also. And if anyone serves Me, him shall the Father honor.
27. Now My soul is troubled,u and what shall I say? Father, save Me from this hour? But for
this very pulpose I have come to this hour.

a-Psa.42:6
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A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus Christ

SABBATH, NrSAN 10 - SATURDAY, APRIL 1 - 30 AD
290. AVOICE THUNDERS FROM HEAVEN

JOHN 12
28. Father, glorifyYour name." Then a voice came from heaven, saying, "I have both glori-
fred it and will glorify it again."
29.Then the people standing there, who heard i/, said, "It thundered." Others said,'An
angel spoke to Him,"
30. Jesus answered and said, "This voice did not come because of Me, but because of you.
31. Now is the judgment of this world. Now shall the prince of this world be cast out.
32. And if I be lifted up from the earth, I will draw all to Myself."
33. But He said this to signify by what death He was about to die.
34.The people answered Him, "We have heard out of the law that the Christ lives forever,
and why do You say that the Son of man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of man?"
35. Then Jesus said to them, "Yet a little while the light is with you. Walk while you have
the light, so that the darkness will not overtake you. For the one who walks in darkness does
not know where he is going.
36. While you have the light, believe in the light, so that you may become the chlldren of
lisht."

291. JESUS LEAVES THE CITY AGAIN AND
HIDES HIMSELF FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE SABBATH

JOHN 12
36. Jesus spoke these thing s and then departed from them and was in hiding.

292. TSATAH QUOTED - THE pEOpLE DO NOT
UNDERSTAND WHO AND WHAT CHRIST IS

JOHN 12
37. Although He had done so many miracles in their presence, they did not believe in Him,
38. So that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, who said, "Lord, who has
believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?"u
39. For thrs very reason they could not believe, because again Isaiah said,
40. "He has blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts: so that thev would not see with
their eyes and understand with theirhearts, and be converted, and I #ould heal them."b
41. Isaiah said these things when he saw His glory and spoke concerning Him.

'it#,tt

{ i

a -  Isa.  53:1 b -  Isa.  6:9-10

Jerusalem and Temple Area
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A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Life of Jesus christ

NISAN 11 - SUNDAY, APRrL 2 _ 30 AD
293. THE NEXT DAY, THE DAY AFTER THE WEEKLY SABBATH.

THE PRIESTS AND PHARISEES CHALLENGE JESUS'AUTHORITY

MARK 11

27. Then they came again to
Jerusalem. And as He was
walking in the temple, the chief
priests and the scribes and the
elders came to Him;
28. And they said to Him, "By

what authoiity are You doin!
tlese things?- And who gavE
You this authoritv. thatYou do
these things?"
29.Then Jesus answered and
said to them, "I also will ask
you one thing, and if you an-
swerMe, I will also tell you by
what  author i tv  I  do ' these
things.
30. The baptism of John, was
it from heaven or from men?
Answer Me!"
31. And they reasoned among
themselves. saying, "lf we say,'From heaven,' Ee will sav.'Why then did you not believe
him?'
32.But if we sav. 'From men'" - they feareil the people,
because everyone held that
John was indeed a prophet.
33. And thev answered Jesus
by saying, "We do not know."
Then Jesus answered and said
to them, "Neither will I tell you
by what authoritv I do these
things."

MATTHEW 2I

23. Now when He entered the
temple and was teaching, the
chief priests and the elders of
the people came up to Him,
saying, "By what authority do
You do these things? And who
gave You this authority?"
24. And Jesus answered and
said to them, "I will also ask
you one thing, which if you tell
Me,I will also tell vou bv what
authority I do these things.
25 . The baptism of John, where
did i t  come from? From
heaven, or from men?" Then
they reasoned among them-
selves.  say ing,  " I f  we say.'From heaven,rHe will sav io
us, 'Why then did you not-be-
lieve him?'
26.Butif we say. 'From men.'
we fear the muititude; for ev-
eryone holds John as a
prophet."
21. And they answered Jesus
and said, "We do not know."
He said to them also. "Neither

will I tell you by what author-
ity I do these things.

LUKE 20
l. Now it came to pass on one
of those davs. as He was teach-
ing the pebple in the temple
and proclaiming the gospel,
that the chief priests and the
scribes came up with the el-
ders,
2. And spoke to Him, saying,"Tell us by what authorityYou
do these things, and who gave
You this authority?"
3. And He answered and said
to them, "I also will ask you
one thing, and you tell Mej
4. The baptism of John, was it
from heaven or from men?"
5. And they reasoned among
themselves, saying, "If we say,'From heaven,' He will say,'Why then did vou not believe
him?'
6. But if we say, 'From men,'
all the people will stone us, for
they are persuaded that John
was a prophet."
7, And they replied that they
did not know where it wa;
from.
8. Then Jesus said to them,"Neither do I tell you by what
authority I do these things."

294. TIilE PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS

MATTHEW 2I
28. But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first one and said, 'Son,
go work in my vineyard today.'
2g. nna he ariswered and said,,'I will not'; but afterwards he repented and went.
30. Then he came to the second son and said the same thing. And he answere d, and said,,
fsir, I go';but he did not go.
31. Which of the two did [he will of the father?" They said to Him, "The first one." Jestrs
said to them, "I tell you truly, the tax collectors and tie harlots are going into the kingdom
of God before you.
32.For John came t9 y9u \n the way of righteous-ness, and you did not believe him; but the
tax collectors and the harlots believed hin. Yet you. after-seeing this, did, not afterwards
repent and believe him.
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NISAN 11 - SUNDAY. APRIL 2 - 30 AD

29s.
MARK 12

1. And He began to speak to
them in parables:  'A man
planted a vineyard, and put a
f.ence around ir. and duga hole
for awinevat, and built a tower,
and leased it out to husband-
men, and thenleftthe country.u
2. Andatthe harve,s/ season he
sent a servant to the husband-
men, so that he misht receive
the fruit of the vinevard from
the husbandmen.
3. But they took him andbeat
him, and sent him away empty.
4. And in turn, he sent another
servant to them; but they
stoned him and wounded hirir
on the head, and after insult-
ing him sent him away.
5. And in turn, he sent still an-
other servant, and they killed
him; and he sent many others.
andsomewere beaten and oth-
ers were killed.
6. Now then, he had yet one
son, his own beloved. And so,
last of allhe sent him to them
also, saying, 'They will have
respect for my son.'
7. But those husbandmen said
among themselves, 'This is the
heir. Come, let us kill him, and
the inheritance shall be ours.'
8. And after seizing him, they
killed him and cas{him out of
the vineyard.
9. Therefore, what will the lord
of the vineyard do? He will
come and destroy the husband-
men and will give the vineyard
to others.
10. Have you not read even this
scripture: 'The Stone that the
builders rejected, this has be-
come the head of the corner:
11. This was from the Lord,
and it  is wonderful in our
eyes'?"b

THE PARABLE OF THE VINEYARD

MATTHEW 2I

33.  Hear  another  parable:
There was a certain man, a
master of a house, who planted
a vineyard, and put a fence
around it. and dug a winepress
in it, and built a tower, andthen
leased it to husbandmen and
left the countrv.a
34. Now wheir the season of
the fruits was drawing near, he
sent his servants to the hus-
bandmen to receive his fruits.
35. But the husbandmen took
his servants and beat one, and
killed another, and stoned an-
other.
36. Again he sent other ser-
vants, more than the ftst time;
and they did the same thing to
them.
37. Then at last he sent his son
to them, saying, 'They will
have respect for my son.'
38. But when the husbandmen
saw the son. thev said amons
themselves, 'This is the heir]
come, let us murder him and
gain possession of his inheri-
tance.'
39. Then they took him, and
cast him out of the vinevard.
and murdered him.
40. Therefore, when the lord of
the vineyard shall come, what
will he do to those husband-
men?"
41. They said to Him, "Evil

ment. He will utterly destroy
them, and he will iease his
vineyard to other husbandmen,
who will render to him the
fruits in their seasons."
42. Jesus said to them, "Have

you never read in the Scrip-
trres,'The Stone that the build-
ers rejected, this has become
the head of the corner. This
was from the Lord, and it is
wonderful in our eyes'?o

a - Isa. 5:l-17 b - Psa. 118:22-23: Isa. 28: l6

LUKE 20
9. And He began to speak this
parable to the people: 'A cer-
tain man planted a vineyard,
and leased it out to husband-
men, and left the country for a
long time.u
10. And in the harvest season
he sent a servant to the hus-
bandmen, so that they might
give him some of thefruit from
the vineyard; but the husband-
men beat him and sent him
away empty.
11. And after that he sent an-
other servant; but they also beat
him and scorned him and sent
him away empty.
12. And after that he sent a
third servant; but they also
wounded him and cast him out.
13. Then the lord of the vine-
yard said, 'What shall I do? I
will send my beloved son; per-
haps when they see him, they
will respecthim.'
14. Butwhenthey sawhim, the
husbandmen reasoned amons
themselves, saying, 'This is tG
heir. Come, let us kill him, so
that the inheritance may be
ours.'
15. And they cast him outside
the vineyard and kllled him.
Therefore, what will the lord
of the vineyard do to them?
16. He will come and destrov
these husbandmen, and wiil
give the vineyard to others."
Now after hearing this, they
said, "May it neverbel"
17. But He looked atthemand
said, "What then is this that is
written: 'The Stone that the
builders rejected, this one has
become the head of the
corner?b
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296. TIJE PRIESTS AND SCRIBES SEEK TO ARREST HIM

NISAN 11 - SUNDAY. APRIL 2 - 30 AD
MATTHEW 2I

43. Because of this. I sav to
you, the kingdom of God shall
be taken from vou. and it shall
be given to a nation that pro-
duces the fruits of it.
44. And the one who falls on
this Stone shall be broken; but
on whomever it shall fall. it
will grind him to powder."u

a - Isa. 8-14-15; Dan.2:44

MATTHEW 2I

45. Now after hearins His
parables, the chief priesis and
the Pharisees knew that He was
speaking about them.
46. And they sought to arrest
Him. but thev were afraid of
the multitudes, because they
held Him as a prophet.

LUKE 20
18. Everyone who falls on that
Stone shall be broken, but on
whomever it shall fall, it will
grind him to powder."'u

MARK 12

12. Then they sought to arrest
Him, but thev feared the mul-
titude; for thev knew that He
had spoken the parable against
them. And thev left Him and
went their wav.-

LUKE 20

19. And the chief priests and
the scribes sought to lay hands
on Him in that hour, because
they knew that He had spoken
this parable against them; but
they feared the people.

297. MANY LEADERS SECRETLY BELIEVE IN JESUS
JOHN 12

42. But even so, many among. the rulers_ believed in Him; but because of the Pharisees they
did not confess Him, so that th_"y would not be put out of the synagogue;
43. For they loved the glory of men more than the glory of Goil.

298. TO BELIEVE IN JESUS IS TO BELIEVE IN THE FATHER

JOHN 12
44,ThenJesus called out and said, "The one who believes in Me does not believe in Me, but
in Him Who sent Me.
45. And the one who sees Me sees Him Who sent Me.
46. I have come as a light into the world, so that everyone who believes in Me may not
remain in darkness.
47 . But if alyone hears_My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not
come to judge the world, but to save the world.
48. The one who rejects Me_and does not receive My words has one who judges him; the
word which I have Spoken, that shall judge him in th6 last day.

NISAN 11 - SUNDAY, APRrL 2 - 30 AD

JOHN 12
49. For.I have not sp_okgn from Myself; but the Father, Who sent Me, gave Me command-
qen! Hj4self, what I should say and what I should speak.
50. And I know that His commandment is eternal life. Therefore, whatever I speak, I speak
exactly as the Father has told Me."
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299. TIJE PARABLE OF THE WEDDING AND
THE WEDDING FEAST

MATTHEW 22

I A:.4 again Jesus answered and spoke to them in parables. saying,
}^fp-Y,lg9"* of heaven is conipared to a maniho was aknE, *tro made a wedding
Ieast lor hrs son.
3. And sent his iervants to call those who had been invited to the wedding feast; but they
refused to come.
4. Afterwards he sent out other servants, saying, 'Say to those who have been invited, ,,Be-

P]gr I P"_. !l.p.Ted my dinngr; m.y oxen andltre faited beasts u.rtiiieo, un aiitntigtii,
leqdy. Come to the wedding feast." '
5. But-they paid n_o attention and went away, one to his farm, and another to his business.
9. +ld the rest, afier seizing his servants, insulted and l<rlled them.
7. Now when the king heqd i/, he was angry; and he sent his armies and destroyed those
murderers, and burned up their city.
8. Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding feast indeed is ready, but those who were
invited were not worthv:
9' Therefore, go into th-e'well-traveled highways, and invite all that you find to the wedding
feast.'

l3^. {!d -"f,9r q,oing out into the highways.-those_servants brought rogerher everyone thar
th€y.Iound. both. good and evil; and the wedding feast was filled-with-guests.
ll. And when the king-came in to see the guests, he noticed a man"there who was not
dressed in proper attire for the weddine feastJ
12. And he said to him. 'Friend, how did you enter here without a garmentfit for the wed-
ding feast?' But he was speechless.

1L: Tl:"j!e kilS said-to the,servants, 'Bind his hands and feet, andtakehim away, and cast
him tnto the outer darkness.' There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
14. For many are called, but few are chosen."

3OO. SPIES ARE SENT TO ENTANGLE HIM
MARK 12

13. But they sent to Him some
of the Pharisees and the
llgrodians, in order to entrap
Him in His words.14. And af-
ter coming to Him, they said,"Master, we know thatYou are
true, and that You court no
man's favor; because You do
not look onthe appearance of
men, butYou teach the way of
God in truth. Is it lawful to live
tr ibute to Caesar or n-ot?
Should we give ir, or should we
not give i/?"
15. But perceiving their hypoc-
risy, He-said to th"em, "Why Oo
you tempt Me? Bring Me a
silver coin, so that I may look
at it."

MATTHEW 22

15. Then the Pharisees went
and took counsel as to how
they might entrap Him in Flis
speech.
16. And they sent their dis-
c ip les a long wi th  the
Herodians to  Him,  say ing,"Master, we know thatYou are
true, and thatYou teach the way
of God in truth, and thatYoi
are not concerned aboutpleas-
ing anyone; forYou do not re-
spect the persons of men.
17. Therefore, tell us whatYou
think. Is it lawful to sive trib-
ute to Caesar, or not?--
18. But Jesus, knowins their
wickedness, said, "Why-clo you
tempt Me, you hypocrites?

LUKE 20

20. And they kept Him under
surveillance, and sent out se-
cret agents who pretended that
they were righteous. so that
they might catch Him in His
words, in order to deliver Him
up to the power and authority
oI tne sovernor.
2I. A;dthey questioned Him,
saying, "Master, we realize that
You speak and teach rightly,
and do not accept any man's
person, but teach in truth the
way of God.
22. ls it lawful for us to sive
tribute to Caesar, or not?""
23. But perceiving their crafti-
ness, He said to them. "Whv
do you tempt Me?
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NISAN 11 - SUNDAY. APRIL 2 - 30 AD

301. RENDER TO CAESAR THE THINGS OF CAESAR.
AND TO GOD THE THINGS OF GOD

MARK 12

16. Then they brought i/. And
He said to them, "Whose im-
age and superscription is on
this coin?" And they said to
Him, "Caesar's."

17. And Jesus answered and
said to them, "Render the
things of Caesar to Caesar, and
the things of God to God." And
they were amazed at Him.

MARK 12

18. Then the Sadducees, who
say there is no resurrection,
came to Him. And they ques-
tioned Him. saying,
19. "Master. Moses wrote for
us that if the brother of anvone
should die and leave behind a
wife, but leave no children.
then his brother should take his
wife and raise up seed for his
brother.u

MATTHEW 22

19. Show Me the tribute coin."
And they brought to Him a
silver coin.
20.  And He said to  them,"Whose image and inscription
is on this?"
2 l .  They  sa id  ro  H im,'oCaesar's." And He said to
them, "Render then the thinss
of Caesar to Caesar, and t[e
things of God to God."
22. And when they heard this,
they were arnazed; and they left
Him andwent their way.

LUKE 20
24. Show Me a silver coin.
Whose image and inscription
does it have?" And thev an-
swered and said, "Caesai's."

25. Then He said to them,"Render therefore the thinss of
Caesar to Caesar, and"the
things of God to God."
26. And they were not able to
catch Him in His speech in the
presence of the people. But
being filled with amazement
by His answer, they were si-
lent.

Front Back
Roman Brass Coin

Caesar Augustus - 27 BC to 14 AD
- courtesy of Leon Ritchie

Front Back
Roman Brass Coin

Titus - 79 AD to 8I AD
- courtesy of Leon Ritchie

302. THE QUESTION CONCERNING MARRIAGE
IN THE RESURRECTION

MATTHEW 22

23. On that same day, the
Sadducees, who say therb is no
resurrection, came to Him and
questioned Him,
24. Saying, "Master, Moses
said, 'If anyone dies without
having chiidren, his brother
shall marry his wife and shall
raise up seed to his brother.'u
25. Now there were with us
seven brothers; and the first

a - Deut. 25:5-6

LUKE 20

27.  Then some of  the
Sadducees, who do notbelieve
there is a resurrection, came
and qtestroned Him,
28. Saying, "Master, Moses
wrote to us that if anyone's
brother who had a wife ihould
die, and he should die child-
less, his brother should take his
dead brother's wife and raise
up seed for his brother.u

228



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus christ

NISAN 11 - SUNDAY. APRIL 2 - 30 AD

MARK 12

20. Now there were seven
brothers; the first took a wife
and died, leaving no seed;
21. And the second took her
and died, and neither did he
leave seed; and the third like-
wise.
22, And the seven had her and
left no seed. Last of all the
woman died also.
23. Now then, in the resurrec-
tion, when they shall arise, to
which of them shall she be
wife? For all seven had her as
wife."
24. Then Jesus answered them
and said, "ln asking this, do
you not err, not knowing the
Scriptures nor the power of
God?
25.For when they rise fromthe
dead, they neitlier marry not
are grven in marriage, but are
as the angels who are in
heaven.
26. But concerning the dead,
that they do rise, hive you not
read in the book of Moses
about the burning bush, how
God spoke to him, saying, 'I
am the God of Abraham, and
the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob'?
21.  He is  not  the God of
the dead, but the God of the
l iving. Therefore, you err
greatly."

MATTHEW 22

one, being married, died with
no seed; and he left his wife to
his brother.
26. And likewise the second
also, and the third, unto the
seventh.
27. And last of all the woman
died also.
28. Therefore, in the resurrec-
tion, whose wife of the seven
shall she be, for all had her?"
29. Then Jesus answered and
said to them, "You do err, not
knowing the Scriptures, nor the
power of God.
30. For in the resurrection they
neither maffy nor are given iir
marriage, but they are as the
angels of God in heaven.
31. Now concerning the resur-
rection of the dead. have vou
not read that which was spo-
ken to you by God, saying,
32.'l amthe God of Abraham,
and the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob'? God is not the
God of the dead,but of the liv-
ing."
33. And when the multitudes
heard this. they were amazed
at His teaching.

LUKE 20

29. Therefore, there were seven
brothers; and the first one, af-
ter taking a wife, died child-
less;
30. And the second one took
the woman, and he died child-
less;
31. And the third one took her,
and likewise the rest of the
seven, and died, and did not
leave children;
32. And last of all, the woman
died also.
33. Therefore, in the resurrec-
tion, of which of them shall she
be wife? For all seven had her
as wife."
34. And Jesus answered and
said to them, "The children of
this age marry and are given in
marTlage;
35.  But  those who are ac-
counted worthy to obtain that
age, and the resurrection from
the dead, neither marry nor are
given in marriage;
36. And neither can they die
any more, for they are equal to
the angels, and are the chrLdren
of God, being children of the
resurrection.
37. But that the dead are raised,
even Moses showed by his
words at the burning bush,
when he called the Lord the
God of Abraham, and the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob;
38. For He is not the God of
the dead, but of the living; for
all live unto Him."
39. And some of the scribes
answered and said" "Master.
You have spoken well."
40. And after that they did not
dare to ask Him any more
questions.

Wailing Wall
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NISAN 11 - SUNDAY, APRrL 2 - 30 AD
303. THE TWO GREAT COMMANDMENTS:
LOVE GOD AND LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR

MARK 12 MATTHEW 22
28. And one of the scribes who had come up /o 34. But after the Pharisees heard that He had
Him,afterhgatilgthemreasoningtogetherand silenced the Sadducees, they came together
p_erceiving that He answered them well, asked before Him.
$_iq"Whichis thefirstcommandmentofall?" 35. Rnd one ofthem, a doctorof the law, ques-
29. Then Jesus answere4 him, "The frst of all tioned Him, tempting Him, and saying, 

'

the commandments is, 'Hear, O Israel: theLord 36. "Master, which c-ommandmeni is1he sreat
our God is one Lord. commandment in the law?"
30. And you shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your mind, and with all your strength.' This
is the ftst commandment.u
31. And the secondis like this: 'You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.'b There is no other
commandment greater than these."
32.Then the scribe said to Him, "Right, Mas-
ter. You have spoken according to truth that God
is one, and there is not another besides Him;
33. And to love Him with all the heart. and with
all the understanding, and with all the soul, and
with all the strength, and to love one's neigh-
bor as oneself, isinore than all burnt offeriiss
and sacrifices."'
34. And Jesus, seeing that he answered with
understanding, said tlo him, "You are not far
from the kingdom of God." And no one dared
to question Him any more.

37. And Jesus said to him, " 'You shalllove the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind.'u
38. This is the frst and qreatest commandment:
39. And the second oie is like it: 'You shali
love your neighbor as yourself.'b
40. On these two commandments hans all the
Law and the Prophets."

Monument of Nycanus
Jerusalem Model City

a - Deut. 6:4-6; 10:12-13 b - Lev. 19:18 c - I Sam. l5:22:psa.4t:16-ll

304. HOW IS CHRIST THE SON OF DAVID?
MARK 12

35. And while teachins in the
temple, Jesus answerld, and
said, "How can the scribes say
that the Christ is the Son of
David?
36. For David himself said by
the Holy Spirit, 'The Lord said
to my Lord, "Sit at My right
hand, unti l  I  make Your
enemies a footstool for Your
fegt." 'u

MATTHEW 22

41. While the Pharisees were
assembled together ,  Jesus
questioned them,
42. Saying, "What do you
think concerning the Christ?
Whose Son is He?" They said
to Him, "The Son of David."
43.He said to them, "How then
does David in spirit call Him
Lord, saying,
44.'The Lord said to mv Lord."Sit at My right hand,-until i
make Your enemies a footstool
forYour feet" ?'u

a - P s a .  1 1 0 : 1

LUKE 20
41. Then He said to them,"Why do they say that the
Christ is the Son of David?
42. Ev enDavid himself says in
thebookof Psalms, 'The Lord
said to my Lord, "Sit at My
right hand,
43. Until I placeYour enemies
as a footstool forYour feet." 'u

44. Therefore, since David
calls Him Lord, how is He his
Son?"
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304. HOW IS CHRIST THE SON OF DAVID?

MARK 12
37. Now then, if David
himselfcalled Him Lord, how
can He be his Son?" And the
whole multitude listened to
Him eagerly.

MATTHEW 22

45. Therefore, if David calls
Him Lord, how is He his Son?"
46. And no one was able to
answer Him a word. neither
dared anyone from that day to
question Him any more.

305. A WARNING AGAINST THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES
MARK 12

38. And He said to them in His teachins. "Be-
ware of the scribes, who take pleasure iiwalk-
ing around in robes, and in salutations in the
marketplaces,
39. And in the chief seats in the synagogues
and the chief places in the feasts;
40. Who devour the houses of widows, and for
a pretext make long prayers. These shall receive
the greater condemnation."

LUKE 20

45.. _And_as ,all {e people were listening, He
said to His discipled.
46. "Beware of the scribes, who like to walk in
robes, and love salutations in the marketplaces,
and the chief seats in the synagogues, and the
chief places at the suppers;
47. Who devour the houses of widows, and as
a pretext pray at great length. These shall
receive the greater judgment."

MATTHEW 23
l. Then Jesus spoke to the mult i tudes and to His disciples.
I [3VinS. 

"The scribes and the Pharisees have sat do*n on Moses' seat as judges;
3. The.refore, every judgm_ent that they tell you to observe, observe and do. gut Oo not do
accordlng to thelr works; for they say and do not.
{. For llrey bind heaJy burdens ahd tiard to bear, and lay them onthe shoulders of men; but
they will not move them with one of their own fingers."
5' And they.do all their works to be seen by men. -fney 

make broad their phylacteries and
gnlargg the borders of their garments;
9.4t4 they love the first place at the-suppers, and_the chief seats in the synagogues,
7. And the salutations in the mqrketplac^es, and to be called by men, 'Rabbi, ft.ubUl.'
.8. Blt you are not to be called Rabbii; for one is your Masterjthe Cirrist, unif uff of you are
brethren.
9. Also, do not call anyone on the earth your Father; for one is your Father, Who is in
heaven.
10. Neither be called Master; for one is your Master, the Christ.
11. But-the greatest among you shall be your servant.
12. And whoever will exalt himself shail be humbled; and whoever will humble himself
shall be exalted.
13. But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows' houses, and
as a pretext you offer prayers of great length. Because of this, you shall receive the greater
judgment.
14. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven
before men; for neither do you yourselves enter, nor do you allow ihose wfr6 are entering to
enter.
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MATTHEW 23

15.-Woe to you,, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel the sea and the land to
4aFe one proselyte, and when he has become one, you make him twofold more a son of
Gehenna than yourselves.

16.fF" to you, blind guides, who say, 'Whoever shall swear by the temple, it is not bind-
iqg;_Uut whoever_shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is obiigated tu; fulrtll his oarh.'
ll . You fools and blind! For which is greater, the gbld, or the temple whicli sanctifies the
gold?
18. And you say, 'Whoever shall swear by the altar, it is not binding; but whoever shall
qye?r by the gift that is upon it, he is obligated to fulfill his oath.'
19. You fools and blind! For which_is greater, the gif[, or the altar which sanctifies the gift?
20. Therefore, the one who swears by the altar swears by it, and by all things that are lpon
it.
21. And the one who swears by the temple swears by it, and by Him Who dwells in it.
22. And the one who swears by heaveniwears by the throne of God, and by Him who sits
upon it.
23. Woe to_you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithes" of the mint and the
anise and the cummin, bu! you have abandoned the more important matters of the law -
judgment, and mercy and faith. These youwere obligated to db, and not to leave the others
undone.
24.Blind guides, who filter out the gnat, but swallow the camel!
25.,Woe-to.you, scribes and Phalsees, hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of the cup
and the dish, but within you are full of eitbrtion and excess.
26. Blind Pharisees! Firit cleanse the inside of the cup and the dish, so that the outside may
also become clean.
27-..\o.e to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whited sepulchers,
which indeed appear beautiful on the outsiile, but within are full of the bones of 

^the 
dead,

and of all uncleanness.
28. Likewise,_you also outwardly appear to men to be rrghteous, but within you are full of
hypocrisy and lawlessness.
29.\Noe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the sepulchers of the
prophets, and adorn the tombs of the righteous,
30. And ypu sa.y, 'If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partak-
ers with them in the blood of the prophets.'
31. So then, you are testifying of yourselves, that you are the sons of those who killed the
prophets;
31. And as for you, you are filling up the measure of your fathers.
3_). \ou serpents, you offsping of vipers, how shall you escape the judgment of Gehenna?
34. Because of this, behold, I send to you prophets and wise raen aid scribes; and some of
them yo^u.shall kill and_crucify, and some of them you shall scourge in your synagogues, and
some of them you shall persecute from city to city;
-:1. Sg t!a! gpgnyou may come all the righteous blood poured out upon the earth, from the
blood of Abelb the righteoLls, unto the blood of Zachaias" son of Barachias, whom you
murdered between the temple and the altar.
?9.T*lV I say to you, all these things shall come upon this generation.
37. Jerusalem, Jerusalem,you who kill the prophets and stone those who have been sent to
you, how_often would I have gathered your children together, even as a hen gathers her
brood under her wings, but you refused!
38. Behold, your house is left to you desolate.d
39. For { gay_to_ygu, you shall not see Me at all from this time forward, until you shall say,'Blessed ls He Who comes in the name of the Lord.' ""

a - Lev. 27:30; Num. 18:21-26 b * Gen. 4:8
c - II Chron. 24:20-21 d - Jer.22:5 e - Psa. 118:26
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306. A WIDOW'S MITE IS MORE THAN LARGE DONATIONS BY THE RICH

MARK 12
41. And after_sitting down opposite the temple
treasury He observ6d how th6'people were cast-
ing money into the treasuryl and many rich ones
were putting irz much.
42. And one. poor widow came and dropped in
two tiny coins, which is equal to one copper
coln.
43. Then He called His disciples to Him and
said to them, "Truly I say to you, this poor
widow has put in more th-an ali of those who
are casting money into the treasury.
44. For erTeryone else contnbuted out of their
abundance; but she out of her destitution putin
as much as she had, giving all her living."

LUKE 21
1. When He looked up, He saw the rich men
lorring their offerings into the treasury.
Z.ThenHe also saw a certain poor widbw drop
in two small coins.
3..And He said, "Of a truth, I tell you, this poor
widow has put in more than all 6f them:
4. For all these have from their abundance cast
into the offerings to God; but she, out of her
poverty. did put in all the livelihood that she
had."

Temple Coins -Widow's Mite
- courtesy of Leon Ritchie

307. JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES LEAVE THE TEMPLE AREA

MATTHEW 24

1. And after going out, Jesus
went_away from the temple;
and His disciples cameto Him
to point out the buildings of the
temple.
2.Btt Jesus said to them, "Do
you ngt see all these things?
Truly I say to you, there sliall
not be left here even a stone
upon a stone that shall not be
thrown down."

MARK 13

l. And as He was goins out of
the temple, one of Fis disciples
said to Him, "Master, see how
splendid the stones and build-
ings are!"
2. Then Jesus answered and
said to him, "Do vou see these
great buildings?- There shall
not be left 4 stone upon a stone
that shall not be thrown down."

LUKE 2I

5.Andwhile some were speak-
ing about the temple, how it
was adorned with beautiful
stones and consecrated gifts,
He said,
6. "As 

for these things that you
are now admiring, the days will
come in which there shall not
be feft one stone upon another
that shall not be thrbwn down."
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3. And as He was sitting og lhe 3. And as_He was sitting on the 7. And they asked Him, saying,
Mountof Olives,Hisdisciples Mount of Olives acrois from "Master,"when strait theie
came to Him alone,.saying, the temple, Peter and James things be? And what shall be"Tell us, when shall these and John and Andrew came the iien that these thinss are
thing.s be?^A_nd what shall be privately and askedHrm, aboutio take place?" 

'

the-sign of Your coming, and 4. "Teli us, when shall these 8. And He said, "Beware that
gf tL"completionof the?ge?" thingsbe? And whatshallbe youbenotdeceived;formany
4. Then Jesus answered and the sign when all these things ihall come in My na-e, say'-
said to them, "Be on guard, so are ab-out to be accomplishedi" ing, ,I am Chris't,; and,' ,T6e
that no one deceives you. 5. And Jesus in answeilng them tirile has drawn near., 'ihere-
5. For many shall come^in My began to say, "Be on gu#d lest fore, do not go after them.
nar.ng, saylng.'I.am the Christ'; anyone dec-eive you. 9. And wheriyou hear of wars
and they shall d_eceive many. 6. For many shail come in My and revolutions, do not be ter-
6. And you shall hear of wars name, sayihg, 'I am Christ": rified; for it is 

'necessary 
that

and rumors of wars. See that and they shal-l deceive many. these things take place flrst, but
you do not lSt th.ese things dis- 7. But ivhen you hear of wars the end w1ll not iome immedi-
tyrb y9q. For.it is neces-sary and rumors oi wars, do not be ately.',
that all these.things take place, ffoubled; for it is necessary for 10. then He said to them, ,,Na-
but the end is notyet. these things to come to pass, tion shall rise up against nation,
7. For nation shall rise against but the end is not yet. and kingdom alaiist kingdom;
nation, and kingdom against 8. For nation shall rise up 11. Thire shail also bigreat
Eingdom; and there shall be against nation, and kingdorir earrhquakes in different plices,
famjnes.and pestilences and against kingdom; and ihere and fimines and pestilences;
:u{-ttqu4:s-indifferenrplaces. sfr'all be earthquakes in differ- andthereshallbefearfUsights
8. Now all these things are the ent places, anil there shall be and great signs from heav6n.
begirning o.f sorrows. famines and disasters. l2.Efibefo"re all these things,
9. Then shall they deliver yo.u 9. But keep yourselves on they shall lay their hands 

"on

up to affliction, and shall kill guard, for they shall deliver yori and shail perse cute you,
y.ou; and you shall be hated by you up to councils and syna- helivering yoi up to syna-
all the nations for My name's loguei. You shall be beiten, goguesanEfnsons, andbhng-
sake. and you shall be brought be- ing" yo, b'efore i.ings arid
10' And then shall many be led fore 

-governors 
and kiigs for goiernors, forMy name"'s sake.

into sin, and shall betray one My slke, for a witness alainst
another, and shall hate one an- thrlm.
other;
1 1. And many false prophets
shall arise, and shall deceive
manv:

A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Life of Jesus Christ
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308. ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES JESUS PROPHESIES TO
HIS DISCIPLES ABOUT THE EVENTS LEADING UP TO:

1. THE SIGN OF HIS SECOND COMING
2. THE COMPLETION OF THE AGE

MATTHEW 24 MARK 13 LUKE 21
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MATTHEW 24

12. And because lawlessness
shall be multiplied, the love of
many shall grow cold.
13. But the one who endures
to the end, that one shall be
saved.
14. And this gospel of the kins-
dom shall be prirclaimed in dil
the world for a witness to all
the nations; and then shall the
end come.
15. Therefore, when you see
the abomination of desolation,
which was spoken of by Daniel
the prophef,u standin! in the
holy place (the one whb reads,
let him understand).
16. Then let those who are in
Judea flee into the mountains.
17 . Let the one who is on the
housetop not come down to
take anything out of his house;
18. And let the one who is in
the field not go back to take his
garments.
19. But woe to those women
who are expecting a child. and
to those who are nursins in-
fants in those days !
.20. And pray th-at your flight
be not in the winter, nor onihe
Sabbath;
21. For then shall there be sreat
tribulation, such as has"not
been from thebeginningof the
world until this time, nor ever
shall be again.b
22. And if those davs were
not limited, there wbuld no
flesh be saved; but for the
elect's sake those davs shall be
limited.
4.Tnp+if anyone says to you,'Behold, here is the Christ.'or.'He is there,' do not believe ir.

MARK 13

10. And the gospel must first
be published among al l  na-
tions.
I 1. But whenever thev lead vou
away and deliver ybu up,' do
not be anxious beforehand nor
meditate on what you should
say; but whatever shall be
given to you in that hour, that
speak. For you are not the ones
yrh.o.are speaking, but the Holy
5pmt.
12. Then shall brother betray
brother to death, andthe father
the chlld. And children shall
rise up against their parents
and shall put them to death.
13. And you shall be hated by
all men ior My name's sakd;
but the one who endures to the
end, that one shall be saved.
14. Now when vou see the
abomination of 

-desolation,

which was spoken of by Daniel
the prophet.a standing where it
should not stand (let the one
who reads understand). then let
those who are inJudea flee into
the mountains.
15. And let the one who is on
the housetop not come down
into the house, nor go in to take
anything out of his house;

LUKN2I

13. But it shall turn out to vou
for a testimonv.
14. Sett le th6refore in your
hearts not to premeditate what
you shall answer.
15. For I will give you a mouth
and wisdom that all those who
are opposing you shall not be
able to reply to nor resist.
16. But you shall be delivered
up even by parents and breth-
ren and relatives and friends,
and they shall put some of you
to death;
17. And you shall be hated by
all because of My name.
18. But not a haii of your head
shall by any means ierish.
19. By-youi patient 

'endurance

you shaLlgain your l ives.
20. But when vou see Jerusa-
lem. being surrounded by
armies, then know that her
desolation has drawn near.u
21. Then let those who are in
Judea flee to the mountains.
and let those within her go out,
and let not those in the coun-
tries come into her;
22. For these are the days of
vengeance, so that all tiings
that have been written may 6e
accomplished.
23. Bt woe to those who are
with child and those who are
giving suck in those days! For
there shall be great distress
upon the land and wrath upon
this people.b

Earthquakes
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MATTHEW 24

24. For there shall arise false
Christs and false prophets, and
they shall perform great signs
and wonders, in order to
deceive, if possible, even the
elect.
25. Behold, I have foretold ir
to you.
26. Therefore, if they say to
you. 'Come and see! He is in
lhe wilderness'; do not go
forth. 'Come and see! He-is
in the secret chambers'; do not
believe ir.
21. For as the lisht of dav.
which comes forih fuom the
east and shines as far as the
west, so also shall the coming
of the Son of man be.
28. For wherever the carcass
may be, there will the eagles
be gathered together.
29. But immediately after the
tribulation of those- davs. the
sun shall be darkened, ind the
moon shall not give her light,
and the stars shall fall from
heaven, and the powers of the
heavens shall be shaken.'
30. And then shall appear the
sign of the Son of man in
heaven; and then shall all the
tribes of the earth mourn, and
they shall see the Son of man
coming upon the clouds of
heave! with power and great
glory.o
31. And He shall send His an-
gels with a great sound of a
trumpet; and they shall gather
together His elect from the four
winds, from one end of heaven
to the other.

MARK 13

16. And let the one who is in
the field not return to the thinss
he teft behind, to take his g#-
ment.
17. But woe to those who are
with child and to those who are
nursing infants in those days!
18. And pray that your flight
may not be in winter;
19. For in those days shall be
great t{bulation. such as has
not been the like from the be-
ginning of the creation that
God created until this time, nor
ever shall be again;b
20. And unless the Lord had
limited the davs. no f lesh
would be saved; but for the
sake of the elect, whom He has
chosen, He has l imited the
days.
21. And then if anyone says to
you, 'Look, here is the Christ';
or, 'Look, there is the Christ':
do not believe ir.
22. For there shall arise false
Christs and false prophets, and
shall give signs and wonders,
in order to deceive, if possible,
even the elect.
23. But you, watch out for
themt Behold, I have foretold
all these things to you.
24. Now in those days. after
that tribulation" the suri shall be
darkened. and the moon shall
not give its light;'
25. And the stars of heaven
shall fall, and the powers that
are in heaven shall be shaken;
26. And then they shall see the
Son of man comins. in the
clouds with great po-wer and
glory.o

LUKE 21

24. And they shall fallby the
edge of the sword, and shall be
led away captive into all the na-
tions; and Jerusalem shall be
trodden down by the Gentiles,
unttl the times of the Gentiles
be fulfilled.
25. And there shall be siens in
the sun and moon and-stars,
and on the earth distress and
anxiety among the natrons, the
seas r^oaring with rol l ing
surges;-
26.Men dying of heart attacks
from fear and dread of the
things that are coming on the
whole world; for the powers of
heaven shall be shaken.
27. And then shall they see the
Son of man coming in a cloud
with great power and glory.o

"The Stars Shall Fall
From Heaven"

- Wide World Photos
a -  Dan.  9:27:  l l :31: .  l2 : l l  b  -  Dan.  12: l
c - Joel 2:30-31: Amos 8:9 d - Dan. 7:13

236



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus christ

NISAN 11 . SUNDAY, APRIL 2 - 30 AD
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32. Now learn this parable
from the fig tree: When its
branches ha'ie alreadv become
tender. and it  puts forth i ts
Ieaves. you knoriv that summer
is near.
33. In like manner also, when
you see all these things, know
that it is near, even at ihe doors.
34. Truly I s,qy ro you, this gen-
eration shall in no wise pass
away until all these things have
taken place.
35. The heaven and the earth
shall pass away. but not one of
fzly words shall pass away.
36. But conceniing that-day,
and the hour, no one knows,
not even the angels of heaven,
but My Father dnlv.
37. Now as it wai in the davs
of Noah,u so shall it alsobe-at
the coming of the Son of man.
38. For as in the daysthatwere
before the Flood, they were
eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marfrage. lnti'i
the day that Noah ent-ered the
ark;
39. And they were not aware
until the Flood came and took
them all away; so shall ir also
be at the comins of the Son of
man.
40. Then two shall be in the
field; one shall be taken, and
one shall be left;
41. Two women shall be srind-
ing at the mill; one shIil be
taken, and one shall be left.
42. Watch, therefore, because
you do not know in what hour
your Lord is coming.

a - Gen. 6: l5-13; 7 :7, 2l-24

MARK 13

27 . Andthen He shall send His
angels. q1d they shall garher
together His eleci from tlie four
winds, and fuom the extremity
of earth to the extremitv oT
heaven.
28. But learn the parable of the
fig tree: When its branches be-
gome tender, and it puts forth
its leaves, you know that sum-
mef rs near.
29.Inthe same way also, when
you see these things coming to
pass, know that itis near, even
at the doors.
30. Truly I say to you, rhis gen-
eration shall in no wise pass
away until all these things have
taken place.
31. The heaven and the earth
shall pass away, but My words
shall never pais away.
32. But coircerning- that day
and the hour, no ohe knowd,
not even the angels in heaven,
nor the Son, but the Father on1y.
33. Tiake heed, be watchins and
praying. For you do not [now
when the time is coming.
34. It is like a man journeying
to a far country, l-eaving hii
house and giving authoriiy to
hrs servants, and to each one
his work, and commandins the
doorkeeper to watch.
35. Be watching, therefore, for
you do not know when the
master of the house is comins:
at evening, or at midnight, 6r
at the.cock' s crowing, oi in the
mormng;
36. Lesthe come suddenly and
find you sleepins.
37. And whai I'sav to vou. I
say to all: Watch!"-

LUKE 21
28. But when these thinss be-
gin to take place, look ui. and
li f t  up your heads, because
your..redemption is drawing
near.'
29. Then He spoke a parable
to them: "Obsere the fig tree,
and all the trees.
30. When they have alreadv
begun to bud, you look at thek
and know of yourselves that
summer ls near.
31. In the same way also, when
you see these things coming to
gass.know that thdkingdori of
God is near.
32.Truly I say to you, there is
no way that this generation
shall pass a*ay uniil all these
things have taken place.
33. Heaven and earth shallpass
away,butMy words shall n-ever
pass away.
34. Watch yourselves, lest your
h.?.tr be 

-occupied 
with high

living and drihking and rhe
cares of this life, and that day
come upon you suddenly.
35. Foi i t  Jtratt come i ike a
snare upon all those who dwell
on the face of the earth.
36. Watch therefore, and pray
at all times, that vou mav b-e
accounted worthyio escape all
these things that shall come to
pass, and to stand before the
Son of man."
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43. But know this, that if the
master of the house had known
in what watch the thief would
come, he would have been
watching, and would not have
allowed his house to be broken
into.
44. Therefore. vou also be
ready. For the Sbn of man is
coming at a time that you do
not think.
45. Who then is the faithful and
wise servant, whom his lord
has set over his household, to
give them food in due season?
46. Blessed is that servant,
whom his lord when he comes
shall find so doins.
47 . Truly I say toJou, he will
set him over all his property.
48. But if that evil servant shall
say in his heart, 'My lord de-
lays his coming,'
49. And shall besin tobeathis
fellow servants,6nd to eat and
drink with the drunken,
50. The lord of that servant will
come in a day that he does not
expect, and in an hour that he
does not know.
51. And he shall cut him asun-
der and shall appoint his por-
tion with the hypocrites. There
shall be weeping and gnashing
of teeth."

- SUNDAY. APRIL 2 - 30 AD

, *ur  
,  .

Famine - DPA BiId

-Wide World Photos

Utter Destruction - H. Armstrong Roberts

309. JESUS LEAVES THE CITY EACH NIGHT

LUKE 21

37. And during the day He was in the temple teaching, and
on the mountain called the Mount of Olives.
38. And all the people came to Him in the temple early in

at night He went out and lodged

the morning to hear Him.
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310. THE PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS

MATTHEW 25
1. "Then shall the kingdom of heaven be comparedtotenvirgins, who took theirlamps and
went out to meet the bridesroom.
2. And five of them were riise, and fle were foolish.
3. The ones who were foolish took their lamps , but they did not take oil with them;
4. But the wise took oil in their vessels aton^g with theiilamps.
5. Now when the bridegtool.n.yal gone a loig time, they_ all'became drowsy and slept.
6. But rn the middle ofihe night there was a ciy:'Look,ihe bridegroom is i'cl-ingr do out
to meet him.'
7. Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps.
8. And the foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, because our lamps are going
out.'
9. But the wise answered, saying, 'No, lest there not be enough for us and for you. But
instead, go_ to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.,
19;,A,nd 

Yhit. they,went to buy, the bridelroom c_ame; and those who were ready went in
wrth hrm to the wedding feast, and the door was shut.
I 1. And afterwards the othervryinf also came, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open to us.'
12. But he answered and said, 'Truly I say to you,'I d6.not know you.i
13. Watch therefore, for you do not knowthe 

-day'nor 
the hour in which the Son of man is

comrng.

-"o,n",noJlr?;T{nnschmidr

311. THE PARABLE OF THE TALENTS

MATTHEW 25
14' For tle.ki.ngdor-n of .heav9n is like a man leaving the country, who called his own ser-
vants and delivered to them his property.
15. Now to.one he gave five taleirts, and to another two, and to another one; he gave to each
one,lccording to his own abilities, and immediately left the country.
16. Then the one who had received five talents w6nt and traded #ith them, and made an
additional five talents.

l1 I* the same way also, the one who had received two talents also gained two others.
18. But the one who had received the single talent went and dug inlhe earth, and hid his
lord's monev.
12. No* after along time, the lord of those servants came to take account with them.
2u. I'hen the one who had received five talents came to him and brought an additional five
talents, s,aying, 'Lord, you delivered five talents to me; see, I have gaiied five other talents
besides them.'
21. And his lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! Because you were
faithful over a few things, I will set you ovei many things. Enter into the joy of ybur lord.'

A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern Engtish - The Ltfe of Jesus Christ
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NISAN 11 - SUNDAY, APRIL 2 - 30 AD

MATTHEW 25

22. And the one who had received two talents also came to him and said, 'Lord, you
delivered to me two talents; see, I have gained two other talents besides them.;
23. His lord said to him, 'Well done, 9o6O and faithful servant! Because you were faithful
gvelq few things, I will set you over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'
24.Then the one who had ieceived the singleTalent also came iohtm and said, 'Lord, I
knew that you are a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did
not scatter.
25. And because I was afraid, I went and hid your talent in the earth. Now look. vou have
your own.'
26. His lord answered and said to him,'You wicked andlazy servant! You knew that I reap
where I did not sow, and gather what I did not scatter.
27. Becauseyou knew_this,_yo_u were duty-bound to take my talent to the money exchangers,
so that when r came, I could have received my own amoinl with interest.
28. Therefore, take the talent from him, and give it to the one who has ten talents.
29.For to everyone who has, more shallbe given, andhe shall have abundance; on the other
hand, as for the one who does not have, even that which he has shall be taken from him.
30. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness.' There shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

312. THE JUDGMENT OF THE NATIONS

MATTHEW 25

31. Now when the Son of man shall come in His glory and all the holy angels with Him,
then shall He sit trpon the throne of His glory;"
32. And He shall lather before Him all The irations; and He shall separate them one from
another, a! a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.
33. And He shall set the sheep at His riglit hand, but the goats at His left.
34. Then shall the King_say to those at His right hand, 'Come, you who are blessed of My
fqther, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundati6n of the world.
35. For.I was hungry and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me
s_omething to drink; I was a stranger, and you tookMe in;
36. I was naked, and you clothedMe; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and
you came to Me.'
37. Then shall the righteous answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungering,
and fed You? or thirsting, and gave You a dnik? 

-

38. And when did we see You a stranger, and took You in? or naked, and clothed You?
39. And when did we see You sick, or in prison, and came to You?'
40. And answerirtg, the King shall say tothem, 'Truly I say to you, inasmuch as you have
done ir to one of the least o/-these My brethren, you liave tioneit to Me.'
41. Then shall He also say to those on the left, 'Depart from Me, you ctrsed ones, into the
gt_eryal fire, which has been prepared for the devil and his angels.-
+?.pg:I was hungry, and you did not give Me anything to eat; I was thirsty, and you did not
give Me anything to drink:
43. I was a sttanger, and you did not take Me in; I was naked, and you did not clothe Me;1
was sick, and in prison, and you did not come to visit Me.'
44.Then they also shall answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we seeYou hungry, or thirsty,
or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and we did not minister to You?t
45. Then shall He answer them, saying, 'Truly I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do ir to
one of the least of these, neither did vou do ii to Me.'
46. And they shail go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."b

a-Zech. 14:4-5: Micah 4:l-4; Rev. 19:11:20:4-6 b -Dan.l2:2
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NISAN 11 - SUNDAX APRIL 2 - 30 AD
313. AFTER TWO DAYS THE PASSOVER COMES

MATTHEW 26

1. Now it came to pass that
when Jesus had finished all
these sayings, He said to His
disciples,
2. "You know that after two
days the Passover takes place,
and the Son of man is deliv-
ered up to be crucified."
3. Then the chief priests and the
scribes and the elders of the
people assembled together in
the court of the high priest,
who was called Caiaphas;
4. And they took counsel to-
gether for the purpose of seiz-
ing Jesus by treachery. and
ktllins. Him.
I n^uI they said, "Not during
the feast, so that there will noi
be a riot among the people."

MARK 14

1. Now after two davs was the
Passover and the fiast of un-
leavened bread, aird the chief
priests and the scribes were
seeking how they might
stealthily lay hold of }Jim and
ktll Him.
?. Byt they said, "Nor during
the feast, lest there be a riot
among the people."

LAKE22

1. Now the feast of unleavened
bread, which is called Pass-
over. drew near:
2. Andthe chief priesrs and the
scribes were speculating as to
how they mieht put H"im to
death, for tFev Teared the
people.

314. IN BETHANY, JESUS IS ANOINTED FOR HIS BURIAL
MATTHEW 26

6. Now when Jesus was in Bethanv. in Simon
the leper's house,
7. A woman came to Him with a flask of ala-
bas191 ointment, very precious, and poured ir
on His head as He sat iiown to eat.
8. But when His disciples saw it, they became
indignant and said, "What reason is'there for
this waste?
9. For this ointment could have been sold for
much, and the money given to the Door."
10. But Jesus knew t:hii andsaid to them, ',Why
do you cause trouble for this woman? For she
has performed a good work toward Me.
I 1. For you have the poor with you always, but
you do not always have Me.
12. What this woman did in pouring this oint-
ment on My body, she did for My b-urial.

MARK 14

3. Now He was in Bethany, in the house of
Simon the leper; andas He was sitting to eat,a
woman came carrying an alabasterflaikof oinr
ment of pure spikenard worth a great price; and
after breaking the alabaster flas[, she poured ir
on His head.
4. But some were indignant within themselves
and said. "Why has this ointment been wasted?
5. For it was possible for this to be sold for
over three hundred silver coins, and to give to
the poor." And they were criticizins hei.
6. But Jesus said, 'Let her alone: wTrv ar" vou
causing her trouble? She has performeO a 96oO
work toward Me.
7. For you have the poor with you always, and
you. are.able to do good for them whenever you
desire; but you do not always have Me.

Huge Stones of the Antonio Fortress
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NISAN 11 - SUNDAY. APRIL 2 - 30 AD

MATTHEW 26

13. Truly I say to you, wherever this gospel shall
be preached in the whole world, what this
woman has done shall also be spoken of for a
memorial of her."

MARK 14

8. She did what she could for Me. She came to
anoint My body beforehahd for the burial.
9. Truly I say to you, wherever this gospel shall
be preached in all the world, what this woman
has done shal l  a lso be spoken of  for  a
memorial of her."

NrsAN 12 - MONDAI APRrL 3 - 30 AD
315. JUDAS BETRAYS JESUS TO THE CHIEF PRIESTS

LUKE22

3. Then Satan entered into Ju-
das,  who was surnamed
Iscariot, being of the number
of the twelve.
4. And he went awav. and
spoke with the chief priests and
the captains about a way by
which he might betray Him to
them.
5.  And they re jo iced,  and
agreed to give him money.u
6.  And he promised,  and
sought an opportunity to betray
Him to them away from the
multitude.

FOR 30 PIECES OF SILVER

MARK 14

10. Then Judas Iscariot, one of
the twelve. went to the chief
priests in order that he might
deliver Him up to them.
1 1. And after hearin g this, they
were delighted and promised
to g ive h im money.u And
he sought  how he might
conveniently betray Him.

MATTHEW 26

14. Then one of the twelve,
who was called Judas Iscariot,
went to the chief priests,
15. And said, "What are you
willing to give me, and I will
deliver Him up to you?" And
they offered him thirty pieces
of silver.u
16. And from that t ime he
sought an opportunity to betray
Him.

a - Zech. 11:12

"Thirty Pieces of Silver" - Actual Temple Coins of the First Century,
During the Reign of Tiberius
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NISAN 13 - TUESDAX APRIL 4 - 30 AD
316. THE DISCIPLES PREPARE FOR THE PASSOVER

MATTHEW 26

17. Now on the first of
the unleaveneds,* the
disc ip les came to
Jesus, saying to Him,"Where doYou desire
that we prepare for
You to eat the Pass-
over?"
18. And He said, "Go

into the city to such a
man, and say to him,'The Teacher says,"My time is near; I
will keep the Passover
with My disciples at
yottt hoLtse."'

MARK 14

12. And on the first
day of  the un-
leaveneds,x when
they were killing the
Passover lambs, Hts
disciples said to Him,"Where doYou desire
that we go and pre-
pare, so that You may
eat the Passover?"
13. And He sent two
of His disciples, and
said to them, "Go into
the city, and you shall
meet a man carrying
a pitcher of water;
follow him.

LUKE.22

7. Then came the day
of the unleavenedsx in
which it was oblisa-
tory to kill the Pa-ss-
over lambs.
8. And He sent Peter
and John, saying, "Go

and prepare the Pass-
over for us, that we
may eat."
9. But they said to
Him, "Where do You
desire that we prepare
it?"
10. And He said to
them, "Watch, and
when you come into
the c i ty ,  you shal l
meet a man carrying a
pitcher of water; fol-
low him into the house
that he enters;

JOHN 13

1.  Now before the
feast of the Passover,
Jesus, knowing that
His time had come to
depart from this world
to the Father, having
loved His own which
were in the world, He
loved them to the end.

*This phrase has caused some confusion. It is certain that this phrase does not refer to the first day of the Feast
of Unleavened Bread, because the Feast of Unleavened Bread begins after, not before. the paslover. As re-
corded in the Gospels, "the first of the unleaveneds" was the da*v that the lambs were killed. Those who
obeyed. Gqd-'s. ordinances in Ex^od-us l2-a1td kept the domestic Passbver killed their lambs at the beginning of
the 14th of Nisan. Those who followed the traditions of Judaism killed the lambs at the temole orithe affer-
noon of the l4th. The Gospel writers were clearly referring to the l4th, and not to the I 5th, as' "the first of the
unleaveneds." In New Testament times, this term was corirnonly used for the 14th day of ihe first month.
_ 

"In the first century. it was. commonly known that 'the day of the unleaveneds' in iuke 22:J was the 14th
Passover day. G. Amadon, in an article entitled, 'The Cruiifrxion Calendar,' pointed out the error of those
translators who translated this verse to read 'the first day of the festival.' [The following words are cited from
this artlcle.l 'But on what authority should the Hebrewtranslators, as Salkinson and Selitzch, introduce the
word chag .la Hebrew_ wo^r{ fg1_"feast"l, into these texts when the corresponding Greek has no word for"f99st." and sp-gaks_,o1ly of the "first of the unleavened bread" - a common expres"sion for the Jewish 14th
with. practically all first century writers' " (Journal of Biblical Literature, vbl. LX[I, 1944, pp.l88-189,
emphasis added).

When we understand the duties that were required to be performed on the Passover day, it becomes clear
yhy thqt day--was called "the first of the unleaveneds" (a literal translation from the Greek). According to
Jewish law, all leaven in all residences and properties owned by Jews was to be searched out on Nisan t 3. ihe
leaven waslhen gathered and burned bV l9u.T. in the morning on Nisan 14. No one was to eat leaven in any
fbtm after 11 a.m. The unleavened bread for the Passover was to be made and readv bv 3 p.m. on Nisan 14.
These required practices clearly show why Nisan 14 was referred to as "the first of tlie unledveneds": because
on that day leaven was removed and burned, and the unleavened bread for the Passover was made. Hence.
Nisan 14 was the first unleavened dav of the vear.
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MATTHEW 26

19. Then the disciples
did as Jesus had di-
rected them, and pre-
pared the Passover.

MARK 14

14.  And whatever
house he shall enter,
say to the master of
the house that the
Teacher savs. 'Where

is the guesl chamber,
where I may eat the
Passover with Mv dis-
ciples?'
15. And he shall show
you a large upper
room, furnished and
ready. There prepare
for us."
16. And His disciples
went awav: andwhen
they came into the
city, they found ir ex-
actly as He had said to
them; and they pre-
pared the Passover.

LUKE22

11. And you shall say
to the master of the
house, 'The Teacher
says to you, "Where is
the guest chamber,
where I may eat the
Passover with My dis-
ciples?"
12. Andhe shall show
you a large upper
room furnished; there
prepare."
13. Then they went
and fotnd everything
exactly as He had said
to them; and they pre-
pared the Passover.

Road to Jerusalem
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PARTVI

JESUS'LAST PASSOVER
AND CRUCIFIXION

THE DAY GOD DIED!

^. Th.__g{eatest event since the creation of the world was about to take place. Jesus
Christ, Who was God manifest in the flesh (I Tim. 3: l6), was going to diel He would
give His life as the supreme_sacrifice for the sins of all mankindl John the Baptist
understood this when he said of Jesus: "Behold the Lamb of God, Who takes ̂ "uy
the sin of the world" ({ghn l:29). This momentous event had been planned before
the creation of the world: "...The Lamb of God, slain before the foundation of the
world" (Rev. l3:8, AT).

Why _was it necessary for Jesus Christ to lay down His life for the sins of
mankind? How can His one sacrifice purge all sin?

As the Creator of all life and the Sovereign Ruler of heaven and earth, God holds
ultimate authof ty over€very creature. He is both Lawgiver and the Judge of all who
transgress His laws and choose to commit evil. Since God is holy and dannot dwell
with evil, He must remove evil and deliver His creation from the destructive effects
of sin. No otherbeinghas this ability or capacity. The words of the apostle Paul make
this clear: "Because by Him, Uesus Christl were all things creat6d, the things in
heaven and the things upon the earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thZy be
thrones, or lordships_, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by Hirnand
for Him. And He is before all, and by Him all things subiist. And He is the Head of
the body, the church; Who is the beginning, the fristborn from among the dead, so
!!at in-all things He might hold the preemlnence. For it pleased the-Father that in
Him all the fullness should dwell, and having made peace through the blood of
His cross, by Him to reconcile all things to Himsetf;by Him, whdther the things
upon the earth, or the things in heaven" (Col. l:16-20, AT).

Why must things be reconciled in heaven as well as on earth? The reason is that
the sin of Adam and Eve was not the first transgression against God. The original sin
was committed by Lucifer and the angels who followed-him. Lucifer was icreated
p"ing callgd a covering cherub. His name means "light bringer." Lucifer was the first
being in God's creation to commit sin; therefore lie is the author of sin. When he
!an_sg_r_es9ed God's laws and rebelled in vanity, he thought that he was as good as
God. He boasted that he would become like thb Most High and sit on God'ithrone.
One third of the angels followed him in his rebellion (Rev. 12:3-4). At that time,
Lucifer became Satan the devil, the adversary of God, and the rebelling angels who
followed him became demons.

Satan and his demons waged war against God and His angels. When Satan
and the demons attempted to seize the throne of God, they were iast back down to
the earth (Luke 10:18). That war left the earth in ruin and parts of the heavens in
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shambles. Everything that Lucifer and his angels had established on earth before the
rebellion was destroyed, and the earth was covered with a flood (Isa. 14: l2-15;Ezek.
28:12-18; Gen. 1:2). Then God, the one Who became Jesus Christ, recreated the
surface of the earth and filled it with life.

On the sixth day of creation, God made man in His own image and likeness, male
and female (Gen. l:26-27). God gave Adam and Eve free moral agency. on one
hand, God set before them the way of eternal life. as svmbolized bv the Tree of Life.
On the other hand, He set before them the Tree of theknowledge of Cood and Evil,
which represented the way that seemed right to them, under the sway of Satan the
devil. But God commanded them not to eat of the fruit of that tree, and warned them
that if they ate of it they would surely die.

Under the influence of Satan the devil, Adam and Eve chose to disobey God by
eating the fruit from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Through their
disobedience, sin entered into the world, and death by sin passed to all mankind
(Rom. 5:12). As a result, nearly all of humanity has followed the dictates of human
nature under Satan's sway, cut off from God. Although God has set limits on Satan,
God has not yet removed Satan and his evil influence. In His own time, God will
ultimately bring mankind out from subjection to sin and Satan. Through His plan of
redemption, initiated by His Son's perfect sacrifice, God has made it possible for all
mankind to be delivered from sin and the penalty of death.

God as Lawgiver and Creator has decreed that the wages of sin for all human
beings is death (Rom. 6:23). Sin is the transgression of God's holy, spiritual laws and
commandments ( I John 3:4). All have sinned and have come short of the glory of
God, so all face death unless they accept the way of salvation that God has provided
(Rom. 3:23). The death that is decreed for sin is the second death in the lake of fire.
From that death there is no resurrection (Rev. 20:13-15;21:8).

After Adam and Eve sinned, God pronounced His judgment upon them. Within
His sentence, we find the first prophecy of the death of the Messiah: 'And I will put
enmity between thee [the serpent - Satan the devil] and the woman [a type of Israel,
and later, the Church of Godl, and between thy seed [the followers of Satan] and her
Seed [Jesus Christ, the coming Messiah]; ir [the Seed] shall bruise thy head [Satan],
and thou lSatan] shalt bruise His heel [the crucifixion of Christ]" (Gen. 3:15, KJn.

This prophecy was spoken by God Himself, the one Who was to become Jesus
Christ. As the Lord God of the Old Testament, He prophesied His own death to atone
for the sins of Adam and Eve and all their descendants to come. This prophecy was
spoken more than 4,000 years before His crucifixion on the Passover day,Nis an 14,
30 AD.

The Promised Seed of the CovenantWith Abraham

The promise of a Seed that would conquer sin and banish Satan was confirmed
by the covenant that God made with Abraham. The words of the covenant were a
prophecy of His own future birth as the fleshly Seed of Abraham. Let us examine the
account in the book of Genesis: 'And. behold. the word of the LORD came unto him
[Abraham], saying, 'This 

[his steward Eliezer] shall not be thine heir; but he that
shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir' " (Gen. 15:4. KJV.
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The birth of Isaac, the son of Abraham and Sarah, was only the beginning of the
fulfillment of this promise to Abraham. The promise was not only forfsaac 6ut also
for his future descendant, the coming Messiah. The birth of Jeius Christ was the
ultimate fulfillment of the promise. As the apostle Paul shows, the Seed to Whom the
promises were given is Jesus Christ: "Now to Abraham and to his Seed were the
promises spgken. He does not say, 'and to your seeds,' as of many; but as of one, 'and
to yo_ur 1""9,1 which is Christ" (Gal. 3: 16, AT). Jesus Christ is the promised Seed and
true Heir of the promises God made to Abraham.

The account in Genesis 15 reveals that evening had come when God began to
give the promises toAbraham. On that night, God tobkAbraham outside and sfr'owed
him the stars of heaven. Tlrerg He gave Abraham another promise: 'And He brought
him forth abroad, and said, 'Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou"be
able to number them': and He said unto him, 'so shall thy seed be' " (Gen. 15:5,
KJV). The New Testament shows that these words of God do not refer to Abraham's
phy-sical descendants but to those who would become the children of Abraham through
faith in Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul wrote: "Because of this, you should undJr-
{-und that they who are of faith, these are the true sons of Abraham" (Gal. 3:7 , AT).
The true children of Abraham are not counted by their physical lineage. They are a
sp,iritual nation, composed of individuals of every rac-e and every dloodlin-e who
follow in the faith of Abraham (verses 8, 14). At the return of Jesus Christ, they will
be resurrected to eternal life as glorified spirit beings and will shine as the stars
forever (Dan. 12:3, Matt. 13:43, I Cor. 15:40-44).

Next, God promised to give to Abraham and his physical seed the land of the
Canaanites: 'And He said unto him, 'I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of
the Chaldeeq,tg give thee this land to inherit it"'(Gen. l5:7, KJV). This promise was
for his physical.descendants, the children of Israel. Many generations^would pass
befgrg the promised Seed, Jesus Christ, would come to prepare a spiritual people for
a spiritual kingdom - the sons of God in the kingdom of God.

The account in Genesis 15 shows thatAbraham received the promises with com-
plete faith that God would fulf,rll them: 'And he believed in the LORD; and He
counted it to him for righteousness" (verse 6, KJIa.

The Covenant Conftrmed by a Muledictory Oath

When God established His covenant withAbraham, He confirmed it with a male-
dictory oath, which was a pledge and prophecy of His own future death. On the
morning after givingAbraham the promises, God spoke to him and instructed him to
prepare a special sacrifice to seal the covenant. Notice God's instructions toAbraham:'And He said unto him, 'Take Me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three
yeqs old, and a ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pig6on.'And he
took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst [cut them Aown ttre middle],
and laid each piece one against [opposite one] another: but the birds divided he nol.
And when the fowls came down upon the carcasses, Abram drove them away" (verses
9-ll, KJV). The bloody carcasses of the sacrificial animals were laid on t[e ground
to represent the symbolic death of the one Who would confirm the covenint. By
passing between the parts, He would pledge His own life to fulfill the covenant.
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By the time that Abraham had finished preparing the covenant sacrifice, it was
late in the day: 'And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram;
and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him" (verse 12, KJW.

While Abraham lay sleeping, God appeared to him in a vision and promised that
his physical descendants would inherit the land. Howeveg this would not happen
until they had lived in a strange land for four generations. Notice: 'And He said unto
Abram, 'Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a landthatis not theirs,
and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; and also that
nation, whom they shall serve, will ljudge: and afterward shall they come out with
great substance. And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a
good old age. But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniq-
uity of the Amorites is not yet full' " (verses 13-76, KJW.

After prophesying these events, God bound Himself to fulfill them by passing
between the sacrificial animals to seal the covenant. Notice the time setting: 'And it
came to pass, that, when the sun went down [beginning the next duy], and it was
dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces.
In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram.. ." (verses l7 -18, KJV).
After the sun had gone down, God passed through the middle of the sacrificial ani-
mals, revealing His presence by the smoking furnace and flaming torch. When God
passed between the parts, He walked a death walk, pledging His future death. Appar-
ently, the smoking furnace wholly consumed the sacrificial animals. That is how
God ratified His unilateral covenant with Abraham.

In reading the full account in Genesis 15, it is clear that the making of the cov-
enant took place during two consecutive days. When God first spoke to Abraham, it
was night because the stars could be seen (verse 5). In the moming, God gaveAbraham
instructions for preparing the covenant sacrifice. Abraham prepared the sacrifice that
same day. We know that he completed the preparations while the sun was still high
because the birds of prey were flying about and attempting to land on the sacrifice
(verse I 1). The next verse records the end of the day: 'And when the sun was going
down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram" (verse l2). After the sun had gone down, God
appeared to Abraham and ratified the covenant (verse 18).

There is great significance in the fact that the covenant was established over a
two-day period, with the promises being given on the first night and the covenant
being ratified on the second night. The timing of these events has an exact parallel in
the chronology of the Passover and the Exodus, which were the first acts in the
fulfillment of God's promises for the physical seed - the descendants of Abraham
through Isaac and Jacob.

Israel's First Passover snd the Exodas from Egypt

Exodus 12 records that the children of Israel kept the Passover on the 14th day of
the first month, or Abib (this month was later known as Nisan). The Passover lamb,
a lype of the coming Messiah, was killed immediately after sunset at the beginning
of the 14th. The people took some of the blood and put it on the side posts and lintel
of the doors of their houses, so that God would pass over their houses and spare
their firstborn. Then they roasted the lamb with fire and ate it with bitter herbs.
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At midnight on the 14th, God executed His final judgment on the Egyptians and their
gods by killing all the firstborn of men and beasts. When God saw the blood of the
Passover lambs on the houses of the children of Israel, He passed over them, sparing
their firstborn.

At sunrise, as the day portion of Nisan 14began, the children of Israel left their
houses to assemble at Rameses for the Exodus. As they journeyed to Rameses, they
completely spoiled the Egyptians, fulfilling God's promise to Abraham that his de-
scendants would depart from the land of their servitude with great substance. God
commanded the children of Israel to observe this dav. the 14th dav of the first month.
as the feast of the Passover for all generations to iorrr", in commemoration of His
final judgment against the Egyptians and their gods, and His sparing of the firstborn
of Israel (Ex. l2:3-I4,21- 28,Lev. 23:5).

After the children of Israel had assembled in Rameses, the Exodus from Egypt
began. The people departed from Rameses as the 14th day was ending at sunset and
the 15th day was beginning. The timing of this event fulfilled another promise that
God had made to Abraham. Notice: "Now the sojourning of the children of Israel,
who dwelt in Egypt, was foar hundred and thirty years. And it came to pass at the
end of the four hundred and thirty years, EVEN THE SELFSAME DAY it came
to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of Egypt. It is a
night to be much observed unto the LORD for bringing them out from the land
of Egypt..." (Ex. 12:40-42, KJn.

Notice the key phrase "the selfsame day." This phrase refers to a specific day
exactly four hundred and thirty years before the Exodus. What day was this?
The Scriptures reveal that it was the "selfsame day" that God established His cov-
enant with Abraham. On that day, God promised that He would bring his descen-
dants out of bondage with great substance. On that "selfsame day," the 15th day of
the first month, God fulfilled His promise. Therefore, God established the 15th day
of the first month as a holy day to commemorate the beginning of the Exodus
(Ex.12:37-42; 13:3-10; Lev. 23:6-8). (Publisher's note: God also established other
holy days that the children of Israel were to keep (Lev. 23:9-44). He commanded
them to keep them forever The early New Testament church, following the example
of Jesus Christ and the apostles, observed the Passover and the other feasts of God.
It is not within the scope of this book to give a detailed explanation of these days and
their meaning. If the reader is interested in a detailed exposition of the Passover, as
observed in both Old Testament and New Testament, the book The Christian Pass-
over, by Fred R. Coulter, may be ordered by writing to York Publishing Company at
the address in the front of this book.)

The Foundution of the Christian Passover in the Covenant with Abraham

Four hundred and thirty years after establishing His covenant with Abraham,
God brought the children of Israel out of Egypt. After bringing them out,
He established the Old Covenant with them. In his epistle to the Galatians, the apostle
Paul confirms that the Old Covenant was established four hundred and thirty years
after God's covenant with Abraham. Notice: 'oNow this I say, that the covenant -
ratified beforehand by God to Christ [Abraham's true Heir] - the law [the physical
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requirements of the Old Covenantl, which was given four hundred and thirty years
later, cannot annul, so as to make the promise of no effect" (Gal. 3:17, AT).

The Old Covenant with the children of Israel did not fulfill God's promise to
Abraham of a spiritual seed that would shine as the stars forever. This promise did
not begin to be fulfilled until the coming of the New Covenant, the covenant of
everlasting life, which was established nearly 2,000 years later. As God manifest in
the flesh, Jesus Christ, the promised Seed of Abraham, instituted the New Covenant
on the Passover night, the 14th day of the first month, named Nisan. The Passover
that initiated the New Covenant was not a supper of lamb and bitter herbs, as was the
Passover of the children of Israel under the Old Covenant. When Jesus instituted the
new Christian Passover, He changed the symbols of the Passover to represent His
own body and blood, which He sacrificed as the true Passover Lamb of God to ratify
the New Covenant. Although He changed the symbols, He did not change the day, or
the time of day, on which the Passover was to be observed.

The Christian Passover, as instituted by Jesus Christ, is to be observed on the
night of Nisan 14. The new ceremony consists of three parts: 1) The footwashing
(John 13:2-17);2) partaking of the broken unleavened bread, symbolizing Jesus-
broken body (Matt. 26:26, Mark 74:22, Luke 22:19,I Cor. lI:23-24); and 3)
partaking of the wine, symbolizing the blood of Jesus shed for the remission of sins,
so that all who accept His sacrifice may enter the New Covenant (Matt. 26:27-29,
Mark 14:23-25, Luke 22:17-20,I Cor. 1l:25-26).

Why Did God Have Tb Die?

As we have learned, God ratified His promises to Abraham with a maledictory
oath. By passing between the parts of the covenant sacrifice, He pledged that He
would give His own life to fulfill the promises. The bloody slaughter of these
sacrificial animals symbolized the brutal suffering and crucifixion of Jesus Christ,
which occurred in 30AD on the Passover day - Nisan 14. The deep sleep and horror
of great darkness that Abraham experienced was symbolic of Jesus Christ's burial
in the tomb at the beginning of Nisan 15. Thus, 2,000 years later, on the very same
day that God ratified His covenant with Abraham, His lifeless body was placed in
the tomb. He had carried out His pledge that He would die in order to fulfill the
promises.

Before we can comprehend the death of God manifest in the flesh, we need to
understand a fundamental truth about God. The Scriptures reveal that the Godhead is
composed of more than one divine Being. In the first chapter of Genesis, the Hebrew
name Elohim is used to describe God. In the Hebrew language, the suffix im addedto
a word makes it plural. Thts Elohimis aplural noun, meaning that there is more than
one Being in the Godhead. When God created Adam and Eve, God said, "Let Us
make man in Our image, after Our likeness..." (Gen. l:26, KJV).

The New Testament also reveals that there are two Beings Who are God. John
begins his Gospel by revealing this fundamental truth: "ln the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the be-
ginning with God. All things came into being through Him, and not even one thing
that was created came into being without Him. In Him was life, and the life was the
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light-of men-...He was in the world, and the world came into being through Him,
but the world did not know Him....And the Word became flesh, a"na taUeinacled
{temporarily dwelj] ?mgng gs (and we beheld His glory the glory as of the only
begotten with the Father), full of grace and rruth" (Jo-hn i:1-4, i0, i+,111. 

J

Jesus Himself testified that He was with the Father in glory before the world
existed. In His final prayer to God the Father before He 'iras arrested, tried and
crucified, He said, "I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work that
Y_ou galre Y9 to dg. And now, Father, glorify Me with your own self, with the
glory that I had with You before the world existed" (John 17:4-5, AT).

. TIt. scriptures of the Old Testament and the New Testament consistently reveal
{1a1 froathe beginllng.the_1e.were two Beings Who existed together as bod, or
Elohim. The one of Elohim Who created all things was the one Who became Jesus
Christ, the Messiah and the Savior of the world. The other one of Elohim became the
Father. We find a prophecy of this in the book of Psalms: "I [the one of Elohim Who
_b_99ury" the Son, Jesus Chiistl will declare the decree: the LORD tthe one of Elohim
Who became the Fatherl hath said unto Me, Thou art My Son; this day have
I,_begotten Thee [the day He was begotten in the womb-of the virgin li{ary]"
(Psa.2:7, KJV).

The one of Elohim Who became Jesus Christ, the Son of God and Savior of the
world, had to divest himself of His power and glory as God. He had to become a
pinpoint o_f l{e in order to be begotten by the Fatfier in the womb of the virgin Mary.
The apostle Paul reveals how this was accomplished. Notice: "Let this mind be in
you, which was also in Christ Jesus; Who, existlng [Greek oftcrp1arv huparchoon,to
grisl 9r pre-existl in the form of God, did not coniider it robbeiy to b'e equal with
God, but emptied Himself lof His power and glory] , and *us ..tide in the likeness
[Greek opot(Dp_o homoioma, the same existence]-of men, and took the form of a
servant [Greek 6ou],oq doulos, a slave]; and being found in the manner of man, He
humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross"
(Phil. 2:5-8, AT).

These inspired words of Paul confirm that before Jesus Christ became human He
was, in fact, Jehovah Elohim, the Lord God of the Old Testament. Existing as God,
Hervas composed of ever-living Spirit. In this existence, it was impossiblJ for Him
to die. The only way for God to die was to become fully human - tb be "manifested
in the flesh." The God Who had created man in His image and likeness took on the
same flesh and nature as man in order to redeem man frdm sin.

Jesus Christ voluntarily-became a m?l in order to give His life as an offering for
the sin of the world. The Father gave Him authority- to lay down His life an? to
receive it back. Here are Jesus'own words as recorded by the apostle John: "Just as
the Father knows Me, I also know the Father; and I lay d6wn My life for the sheep.
And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I mustbring those also, and they shail
h_ear_fMy voice; and there shall be one flock and one Shep"herd. On account of this,
the Father loves Me: because I lay down My life, ttiat I may receive it back
3gain. No one takes it frop Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have authority to
lay it down and authority to receive 

-it 
back again. This commandment I

received from My Father" (John l0:15-18, AT\.
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Jesus Christ came to do the will of the Father and to give His life as the sacrifice
for qi1. In his epistle to the Hebrews, Paul quotes the words of the prophecy of Psalm
40:6-8: "For this reason, when He comes into the world, He says,-'SaCrifice and
o{gring You did not desire, butYou have prepared Me a body [Christ's human body
of fleshl. You did not delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin. Then said i,"Lo, I come (as it is written of Me in the scroll of the book) to do Your will.
O God" ' " (Heb. 10:5-7, AT).

It was the purpose of the two Beings Who were Elohim that one of Them would
be made fully human in order to die, so that through His sacrifice, all mankind might
be granted grace unto salvation. Paul makes this absolutely clear: "But we see Jesus,
Who wcs made a little lower than the angels, crowned with glory and honor on
account of suffering the death, in order that by the grace of God He Himself might
taste [partake ofl death for everyone; because it was fitting for Him, forWhomall
things were created, andby Whom all things exist, in bringing many sons unto glory
to make the Author of their salvation perfect through sufferings" (Heb. 2:9-10, AT).

The Scriptures reveal that Jesus Christ was a mortal human being. He was not an
angelic being that appeared to be a man. Paul states very clearly that He shared the
same flesh and blood as all human beings: "Therefore, since the children have
partaken of flesh and blood, in like manner He also took part in the same, in
order that through death He might destroy him who has the power of death - that is,
the devil; and that He might deliver those who were subjeci to bondage all through
their lives by their fear of death.

"Fo_r surely, He is not taking upon Himself to help the angels; but He is taking
uPgn Himself to help the seed of Abraham. For this reason, it was obligatory for Him
to be made like Flis brethren in everything [sharing the same flesh and nature], so
that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, in
order to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For because He Himself has
suffered, havingbeen tempted in like manner, He is able to help those who are being
tempted" (Heb. 2:14-18, AT).

_What a magnificent expression of God's love! The Creator of all mankind gave
up His eternal existence as God and lowered Himself to the level of mortal man, so
that He could suffer and die for every human being. Think of it! By the grace and
love of God, through the power of the Holy Spirit, He willingly took upon Himself
the death penalty that had come upon all mankind through sin.-

Jesus Christ voluntarily chose to lay down His life to reconcile mankind to God,
so that all who accept His sacrifice may have the opportunity to receive salvation and
eternal life. Jesus endured all His suffering in the flesh so that He might become the
Author of eternal salvation. Notice: "Who, in the days of His flesh, offered up both
prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears to Him Who was able to save
Him from death, and was heard because He feared God.Eventhough He was a Son,
yet He learned obedience from the things that He suffered; and having been
perfected, He became the Author of eternal salvation to all those who obey Him"
(Heb. 5:7-9, AT).
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It took the death of the Creator God, manifest in the flesh, to become the perfect
sacrifice for the fg,rgfrl9ness of human sin. No other sacrifice could bring forgiveness
of sin to mankind. All the animal sacrifices and the shedding of theiablo;d could
never bring full forgiveness for human sin before God because animals are inferior
to humans. Animal life is not as valuable as human life;therefore no animal can take
the place of a human being who has incurred the death penalty for his or her sins.
The apostle. Paul makes this truth very clear: "For the law, having only ashadow of
the good things that are coming but notthe actual image itself ofthose things, with
the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by yeaa is never able tdperfect
those who come to worship. Otherwise, would itrey nbihave ceased to be oifered?
Because once those rvho worship had been purified, they would no longer be
conscious of sin. On the contrary, in offiring these sacrifices year by year, thire is a
remembrance of sins; because it is impossiblefor the blood of buili and goats to
take away sins" (Heb. 10:1-4, AT).

Human life is more valuable than animal life, because human beings have the
potential to become the children of God, and live forever as glorified sp-irit beings,
sharing the same existence as God. No animal life is worth even one human life,
much less the lives of all human beings. Only the sacrifice of a life that was more
valuable than the lives of all mankind could purchase forgiveness of sin for every
human being. This is why the life of Jesus Christ, Who was God in the flesh, was
sacrificed for the sins of the world.

No other fleshly human being could have sacrificed his life to redeem mankind.
If it were possible for a man to live perfectly in the letter of the law and never sin, his
perfect human life, if sacrificed for sin, would not be sufficient to redeem even one
human life. Redemption from sin and death requires greater obedience than the letter
of the law. This is the whole lesson of Job's tlials and suffering. Although he was
perfect in the letter of the law, His own righteousness could not save hiir. Notice
God's words to Job: "Moreover the LORD answered Job, and said. 'Shall he that
contendeth with the Almighty instruct HimT he that reproveth God,Iet him answer
i t . '

"Then Job answered the LORD, and said, 'Behold, I am vile [all human beings
have a sinful nature, regardless of perfect behavior in the letter of the lawl; whlt
shall I answer Thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. Once have I spolien; but
I will not answer yea, twice; but I will proceed no further.'Then answeredihe LORD
unto Job out of the whirlwind, and said, 'Gird up thy loins now like a man: I will
dgmand of thee, and declare thou unto Me. Wiltihoi also disannul My judgment?
wilt thou condemn Me, that thou mayest be righteous?

" 'Hast thou an arm like God? or canst thou thunder with a voice like Him?
Deck thyjelf now wtlh majesty and excellency; and array thyself with glory and
bequty. Cast abroad_ the rage of thy wrath: and behold eveiy one thalis proud,
and abase him. Look on every onethat is proud, andbnnghim low; and tread
down the wicked in their place. Hide them in the dust togethery and bind their
faces in secret. Then will l also confess unto thee that thine own right hand can
save thee' " (Job 401-14, KJW.
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ft isimpossible for any man to save himself - much less all of humanity. The next
higler form of life is angelic life. Could an angel be an adequate sacrifice-for human
sin?_Although it is possible for an angel to take on a human form, no angel could
qualify as a perfect sacrifice because angels did not create mankind. Rather, God
created angels to be ministering spirits. Angels are in a completely different category
than human beings or God. While God created them out oT spirit, they do not [ave
the potential to enter into the God Family, as do human beings who are transformed
to spirit at the resurrection. Neither are they like the one of Elohim Who became the
Son. Notice: "God, Who in the past spoke to the fathers at different times and in
Taly ways by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by l1is Son, Whom
It9 lur appoln!9d heir of all things, by whom also He made the ages; who, being the
brigtrtness of His glory and the exact image of His person, and upholding all things
b_y the word of His own power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, iat down at
the righthand of the Majesty on high; having been madCsohuch greater thanany
of the angels, inasmuch as He has inherited a name exceedingly superior /b
them.

"For to which of the angels did He ever say, 'You are My Son; this day have
I begotten You'? And again,'I will be a Father to Him, and He will be a Son to Me' ?
A^nd again, when !e brought the Firstborn into the world, He says, 'Let all the angels
of God worship Him.' Now on one hand, of the angels He says, 'who makes His
glgets spirits, and His ministers a flame of fire'....But unto which of the angels did
He ever say, 'Sit at My right hand, until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your
feet'? Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to those who are
about to inherit salvation?" (Heb. l:7-J,13-14, AT.)

It was not possible for the sacrifice of angels to pay for the sins of all mankind.
The^only B"lng rylose life could purchase redempti,on from sin for all humanity is
the Creator God. If the one Who had created man died, complete and total payment
for human sin could be made. Reconciliation with God would be possibl-e ior all
humanity. God's mercy could then extend to allwho repent and accept the death of
Jesus Christ, God manifest in the flesh, as payment for their sins. This is why God
had to die!

The one of Elohim Who created the heavens and the earth became Jesus Christ -
God manifest in the flesh. He was divinely begotten by God the Father and born of

the virgin M_qy, His physical mother. He was the same as any ordinary human being,
except tfat !9 had the Holy Spirit from birth. All of this is important because only
the death of God could reconcile man and God. Thus Jesus had to be God in thb
flesh, human as well as divine.

While He lived in the flesh, Jesus Christ was subject to every type of temptation
that a human being can experience. But He never yielded to a single temptation of
the flesh or of Satan. Jesus Christ never sinned. His obedience was perfectin the full
spirit of the law. By living a sinless life, He qualified to become not only the Savior
and Redeemer of mankind, but High Priest and Mediator between God and man:"Having therefore a great High Priest, Who has passed into the heavens, Jesus the
Son of God, we should hold fast the confession o/ our faith. For we do not have
a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but one Who
was tempted in all things according to the likeness of oar own temptatinns, yet
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He was without sin. Therefore, we should come with boldness to the throne of
gtace, so that we may receive mercy, and find grace to help in time of need"
(Heb. 4:14-16, AT).

Here is why His life in the flesh was able to purchase redemption from sin for all
humanity:

1) He was the Creator of all human beings.
2) He was divinely begotten by God the Father.
3) He was God manifest in the flesh.
4) He was the only human to live His entire life according to the will of God.
5) He was the only human never to sin.
6) He was the only human never to yield to a single temptation of the flesh or

of Satan the devil.
7) He was the only human not to come under the death penalty for sin.

Because of these factors, God the Father could accept His death as full payment
for human sin. Only the precious blood of the Lamb of God could atone for all
human sin. The death of God in the flesh was complete and perfect as a sacrifice and
an atonement because His life in the flesh encompassed the full scope of human
experience. On the human level, He suffered every type of temptation possible. He
suffered the vilest of human indignities and excruciating tortures, enduring violent
beating, scourging, and crucifixion, and the shame of public death. He suffered re-
jection by His own people and injustice at the hands of religious and civil authorities.
He was the victim of political expediency and religious hypocrisy. He overcame all,
gaining total victory over Satan the devil and the pulls of the flesh through His per-
fect love and obedience to God the Father. The sacrifice of His perfect life opened
the way for all mankind to receive salvation through faith in Jesus Christ: "For God
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, so that everyone who
believes in Him should not perish, but may have everlasting life. For God sent not
His Son into the world that He might judge the world, but that the world might be
saved through Him" (John 3:16-17, AT).

God the Father accepted the death of Jesus Christ once for all time as full pay-
ment for human sin. But before the sacrifice of Jesus Christ can be applied to an
individual, he or she must first repent of sin, accept Jesus Christ as personal Savior
and be baptized by full immersion in water. At baptism, he or she is conjoined into
Christ's death by symbolic burial in a watery grave. Each one who is raised out of
that baptismal burial is to walk in newness of life, learning to love God the Father
and Jesus Christ with all the heart, and to keep Their commandments in the full spirit
of the law. This is the way of life that Jesus established for those who enter the New
Covenant through faith in His sacrifice for sin.

All who enter the New Covenant are commanded to observe the Passover year by
year as a renewal of the covenant of everlasting life. By partaking of the Passover as
Jesus taught, they acknowledge that they have accepted the body and blood of Jesus
Christ as full payment for their sins and have dedicated their lives to live by Him
(John 6:57). When they partake of the broken unleavened bread, they acknowledge
that they are healed of their diseases by the broken body of Jesus Christ:
"...by Whose stripes you were healed" (I Pet. 2:24). When they partake of the wine,
they acknowledge that they trust in His shed blood "for the remission of sins"
(Matt. 26:28).
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All true Christians have been bought with a great price. They belong to Jesus
Christ, Who paid with His own blood to release them from the power-of Satan
and from the bondage of sin, and to reconcile them to God the Father. "Christ our
Passover was sacrificed for us" (I Cor. 5:7, AZ). This is the meaning of the DAy
GOD DIED!

Darkness Covered the lnnd the Day God Died

- Harold M. Lambert
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Jesus' Last Passover - Nis an 14
From Sunset - Thesday April 4 to Sunset - Wednesday April 5, AD 30

ROMANTIME

6 P.M.

7P.M.

8 P.M.

9 P.M.

l0 P.M.

11 P.M.

12 Midnight

1A.M.

2A.M.

3A.M.

4A.M.

5A.M,

64.M.

7A.M,

8A.M.

9A.M.

10A.M.

11A.M.

12 Noon

1P.M.

2 P.M.

3 P.M.

4P.M.

5 P.M.

6P.M.

The PmsoverAlreadv Prenred Eulier

SUNSET - NISAN 13 ENDS

NISAN 14 BEGINS

1. Prosover Begins 2. During Supper Jesus Institutes New Testment Passover With Footwashing
3. Judas Dips The Sop And Iraves To Beffay Jesus 4. Breaking And Eating Unleavened Bread As Broken Body Of Jesus
5. Drinking ofWine As Blood Of Jesus For Forgiveness Of Sin.
6. Contention - Which Disciple Would Be Greatest. 7. Jesus Prophecied That Peter Would Deny Him Three Times.
8. Final Message To Disciplis. 9. Final Insrucdon Take A Sworb 10. Sing A Hym And Leavi Toward Mount Of Olives.

l. On The Way To Gethsemane Jesus Tells Disciples He Is The True Vine. 2. Final Words Of Encouagement
l. Tells Discioles All Would Be Scattered

1

2

3

Jesus Takes Peter, James and John With Him md hays For Three Hours But The Disciples Sleep

Jesus Prays So Hud That His Sweat Appered Like Great Drops Of Blood

Prays The Lnrd's Prayer The Last Hour

MIDNIGHT April 4 ENDS
l. Judas Comes With Crowd Of SoldiersAnd B-etrays Jesus qirh A Siss April 5 BEGINS
2. Peter Cuts Off An Ear Of The Hieh Priest's Serymt - Jesus Heals Him
3. All Was Done To Fulfill Propheci - Disciples Escape - Mrk Escapes Naked
l. Jesus Lrd Away To Annas The Priest First
2. Peter Followed At A Distmce md Went Into The Courtyrd
3. Annas Questioned Jesus And Beat Him And Sent Him To Caiaphas

I . The Chief Priests And Sannhedrin Question Jesus - Heu False Witnesses - Condemn

2. Peter Denies Jesus Twice - Cock Crows Once

3. About An Hou Later Peter Denies Jesus The Third Time.
The Cock Crows Again - Jesus Looked Right At Peter

Jesus

1. At Daybreak - The Whole Sanhedrin Condemns Jesus
To Death And Sends Him To Pilatc

SUNRISE

l. Judas Repents And Hangs Himself
2. Priests Decide To Buy Potters Field With Thirty Pieces Of Silver
l. Jesus Accused Before Pilate - He Questions Jesus md Finds He Is From Galilee. Then Sends Him To Herod
l. Herod Questions Jesus - Retums Him To Pilate
l. Pllate ltnds Jesus lnnment - wmts lb Release Hrm - ltiests and Multitudes Yell Crucifv Him and Release Barabbas
2. Pilate Washed Hands In Innocency - Releases Brabbas - Jesus Beaten md Scoursed
3. Pilate Had Second Thoushts About Crucifyins Jesus But It Was Too Lare.
1. Jesus lf,d Away To Be Crucihed - Simon Cmies His Cross
2. Jesus Cncified Wirh Two Malefactors - Accusation And Title Put On The Cross - Jesus Asks God To Forsive Them

l. The People, Priests And Two Thieves Villify md Mmk Jesus

l. Drkness Covered All The Land From The Sixth Hour Until The Ninth Hour
2. Jesus Makes John Responsible For Mary His Mother

l. At The Ninth Hou Jesus Is Forsaken - Offered Vinesr
2. A Speu Is Thrust Into His Side - Jesus Dies - The Veil ln Temple Is Tom In Two.
l. The Jews Wmted Jesus' Body OffThe Cross Before The Holy Day Would Begin At Sunset

l. Joseph OfArimathea Gets The Body Of Jesus Just Before Sunset
2. Nicodemus Helps Joseph Wrap Jesus' Body in Linen With Aromatics
3. Tomb Sealed Just Before Sunset
4. Mmy Of The Women Watched Until The End

SUNSET NISAN 14 ENDS

NISAN 15 BEGINS

HEBREWTIME

12th Hour

lst Hour

2nd Hour

3rd Hour

4th Hour

5th Hour

6th Hour

7th Hour

8th Hour

fth Hour

10th Hour

llth Hour

12th Hour

lst Hour

2nd Hour

3rd Hour

4th Hour

5th Hour

6th Hour

7th Hour

8th Hour

9th Hour

l0th Hour

llth Hour

l2th Hour
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Genesis 15 Death of Christ

Vs 4-5 Words of the covenant
Spiritual seed as the stars of heaven

(Dan. l2:1-3. Mat. l3:43
I John 3:l-3, Rev. l:10)

New Covenant Passover instituted with
footwashing. bread and wine

Words of the New Covenant (John 13-17)

Jesus Betrayed and Arrested
Taken to Annas - Caiaphas

- Vs 9-10 COVENANT SACRIFICE PREPARBD
-i
i l J-vear-olo neller

I 3-year-old she goat
! 3-year-old ram

f Turttedove and pigeon
The death of Jesus Christ portrayed

MALEDICTORY OATH
Unilateral oath of the death of God
The burial of Jesus Christ portrayed

Vs 12 Going down of sun
Great darkness - type of burial of Christ

I4th Ba erev - SUNSET

TRIAL BEFORE PILAIE
BEATEN, SCOURGED

JESUS LEDAWAY - CARRIES OWN CROSS
CRUCIFIED AT THIRD HOUR (9 AM)

SEVEN SAYINGS OF JESUS
GREAT DARKNESS - SIXTH TO NINTH

HOUR

CHRIST DIES AT NINTH HOUR (3 PM)
Iesus'Body Wrapped in Linen and Put in

Tomb Sealed at Sunset

Vs 13-16 COVENANT TO BRING
ISRAEL OUT OF EGYPT

Vs 17 After sundown - dark - rype of romb
God watked between the animal sacrifices

Vs 18 Oath to give the land to Abraham's seed
Exodus l2:4O-41, Israel begins Exodus from
Egypt the night of the l5th

CHRIST'S FIRST NIGHT IN TOMB

l5th Ba erev - suNSET

CHRIST'S FIRST DAY IN TOMB

The scribes and Pharisees receive guards
to secure tomb, then they seal it
(Matt.27:62-66\

Ba erev - SUNSET 15thSunset
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THEAGONY OF THE CRUCIFIXION

At His last Passover meal with the disciples, Jesus said, "Behold, the hand of him
who_is betraying Me is with Me at the table (Luke 22:2l,AZ). Although Jesus knew
that Judas would belray !{i-, He washed Judas' feet along with the other disciples'
(John 13:2-5,11). Then Judas left. As Jesus administered the svmbols of His 6odv
and His blood to the eleven disciples who were with Him, He knew that the time of
His betrayal was near. When He departed with the disciples to the Mount of Olives,
walking. into the darkness of that dread night, Jesus began to feel the melancholy
oppressiveness of the sins of the whole world weighing 

-on 
Him, and His mind was

filled wiln $gughts of the suffering and agony thai lay ahead. Though His disciples
were with Him, an overwhelming feeling of isolation penetrated every cell of His
being._He could not share His sorrow with them because they did noi understand
what the rest of the Passover night and day would bring. He had spoken to them in
the days _leading up to the Passover, forewarning them of His betrayal and death,
but they did not grasp the meaning of His words. They did not know that His life was
about to end with a gruesome death on the crois as the TRUE PASSOVER
SACRIFICE OF GOD _ THE SIN OFFERING FOR THE WORLD.

The time had come! His rendezvous with destinv drew closer and closer to its
ultimate climax! The Lord God of the Old Testament, Who had come to earth in the
flesh, was about to die the agonizing death that the prophets had foretold. This was
the reason He had come into the world. He came in the flesh in order to die - to give
His body to be beaten and scourged, and to offer His blood for the sins of manklnd.
But no human being desires to die a slow death in great pain and agony. As Jesus
anticipated His suffering, His flesh cried out to be spared. Only the love of God,
which had sustained Him and brought Him to this day, could giv-e Him the strength
to endure the suffering that was appointed to Him.

He had manifested the love of God during His days in the flesh, setting a perfect
example for His disciples. Now the love of God would be manifested by His death.
4l_4".y w^ere_walking to the Mount of Olives, He charged His discipies, "LOVE
oNE ANOTHER, AS I HAVE LOVED You." He spoke from the dlepths of His
in_nermost being, desiring to indelibly etch His words into their minds: 'If you keep
My commandments, you shall live in My love, just as I have kept My Father's com-
mandments and live in His love.

"I.have spoken these things to you, in order that My joy may live in you, andthat
your joy may be full. This is My commandment, that you love one another, as I
!a1e.toygd yorl. No one has greater love than this: that one should lay down his life
for his friends. You are My friends, if you do whatever I command you....You did not
choose Me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that you shbuld go forth and
bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain; so that whatever you may ask o/the
Father in My name, He may give you. These things I have commanded your-that
you love one another" (John l510-ll, AT).
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Jesus was about to manifest the greatest love of all by laying down His life for
them. But the disciples did not know this yet, nor did they know that some of them
would also lose their lives for His name's sake in the days ahead. Jesus warned the
disciples that the world would hate them and persecute them, just as the world had
hated and persecuted Him: "If the world hates you, know that it hated Me before
it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own. However,
because you are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, this is the
reason the world hates you. Remember the word that I spoke to you, the servant is
not greater than his master. If they persecuted Me, they will persecute you also. If
they kept My-word, they will keep your word also. But they will do all these things
on account of My name, because they do not know Him Who has sent Me.

"If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have had sin, but now they
do not have a valid excuse for their sin. The one who hates Me also hates My
Father. If I had not done the works among them which no other man has done, then
they would not have had sin; but now they have both seen and hated both Me and My
Father. But this has happened so that the saying might be fulfilled which has been
written in their law, 'They hated Me without a cause.' But when the Comforter is
come, which I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of the truth, which
proceeds from the Father, that one will bear witness concerning Me.And you also
are bearing witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning. I have
spoken these things to you so that you may not be offended" (John 15:18-16:1, AT).

Jesus continued to warn them, telling them in plain and unmistakable words that
they, too, would be killed for preaching the truth of God: "They will cast you out of
the synagog,ues; furthermore, the time is coming that everyone who kitls you witt
think that he is rendering service to God. And these things they will do to you
b_ecause they know not the Father, nor Me. But I have spoken these things to you so
that when the time comes, you may remember them, that I said them to you.
However, I did not say these things to you at the beginning, because I was with
you-.-These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the
world you have tribulation. But be courageous! I have overcom-e the world"
(John 16:2-4;33, AT).

_ When they arrived at the Mount of Olives, Jesus told His disciples, "My soul is
deeply grieved - even to death. Remain here and watch with Me" (Matt. 2638,AT).
Then, taking Peter, James and John, He went into the Garden of Gethsemane:'And when He arrived at the place, He said to them, 'Pray that you do not enter
into temptation.'Then He withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and, after fall-
itg o1{is knges, He prayed, saying, 'Father, ifYou are willing to take away this cup
fTom Me _ NEVERTHELESS, NOT MY WILL, BUT YOUR WILL BE DONE, ;'
(Luke 22:40-42. AT\.

Jesus Knew That He Could Not Escape Death

Even as He prayed to the Father, Jesus knew that the prophecies of His suffering
and death must be fulfilled. As Jehovah Elohim, the Lord Cod of the Old Testament,
He had qiven the first prophecy of His suffering to Adam and Eve in the presence of
Satan, who would instigate His death: 'And I will put enmity [hatred] between thee
[the serpent - Satan the devil] and the woman, and between thy seed [the children of
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the wicked one - M?ft, 13:381 and her seed [Jesus Christ]; it [her seed, Christ] shall
bruise thyhead, and thou shalt bruise his [Jesus Christ's] heel [a prophecy of Uis
own crucifixionl" (Gen. 3:15, KJV.

Jesus knew that He was the Lamb of God "slain from the foundation of the world"
(Rev. 13:8). He knew from the beginning that He was appointed to die on the Pass-
over day - Nisan 14. As the Lord God of the Old Testament, He had entered into
covenant with Abraham by passing between the parts of the sacrificial animals to
lepresent His own.death (Gen. 15:5-18). At the beginning of the 14th, during the
dark hours of the night, He had delivered the promises of tfie covenant, foreshadow-
ing thetime when, as Jesus Christ, He would deliver the promises of ihe New Cov-
enant. On the day portion of the 14th, the animals for tde covenant sacrifice were
slaughtered and their boOies were splii asunder, allowing their blood to spill on the
ground. During those same hours, the body of Jesus Christ would be beaten and
broken open, and His blood would be poured out unto death. In the late afternoon of
the.L4th, the slaughtered animals lay s1ill on the ground, and Abraham watched and
waited. In like manner, Jesus'body would remain on the cross as the end of the 14th
drew near, while his followers watched and waited (Luke 23:49). Althoueh Jesus
died at the "ninth hour," or.approximately 3 PM, His body was not placjd in the
tomb until the 14th was ending at sunset.

At the exact time that Jesus would be buried, Abraham experienced a foretype of
His burial: 'And when th_e sun was going down, a deep sleep iell uponAbram, and,
lo an horror of great darkness fell upon him [symbolic of Jeirs' burial, *tri.tt
would seal the everlasting covenant with Abraham and the spiritual seed]"
(G.n. 1_!;12, KJn Abraham remained in this symbolic burial after the sun had gone
down. When the darkness of night had come, the Lord God passed between the iartsof the sacrifice: 'Aqd it came to pass, that, when the sun weirt down, and it was iark,
behold.a sg9_k1ng furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces';
(verse 17, KJID.

By this maledictory oath, God Himself confirmed that He would fulfill the cov-
enant through His own death and burial. This event, which took place during "the
horror of gre-tdarkness," also has a fulfillment in Jesus Christ. The only sig"n that
Je_sus gave of His Messiahship was the length of time that He would be "in th-e heart
of the e.arth" (Matt. 12:40). As.He lay in the darkness of the tomb for three days and
three nights, He was confirming that He was the Messiah Who would fulfill the
promises of the New Covenant.

Jesus Knew Thqt the words of the Prophets woutd All Be Fulfilted

As the covenant sacrifice had foreshadowed and the prophets had foretold, the
s-uffgfng and deaqh_that were appointed to Jesus would sirreiy come to pass. Every
detail would be fulfilled, exactly as recorded in Scripture. Wh'en Judas teft ms pres'-
ence on that Passover night, Jesus knew that Judas *as on his way to the authoiities
to betray -Hi-, as it was written: "Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted,
which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me" (psa. 41 :9, KJV).Jesus
also knew that the elders and the chief priests would pay Judas thirty pieces of silver
to betray_Him: 'And I said unto them, 'If ye think good, give me my price; and if not,
forbear.'.So they weighed for my price thirty pieces ofsilver" (zelh. ll:12, KJW.
Thirty pieces of silver was the price of a dead slave (Ex.2l:32).
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Jesus also remembered the prophecy of Isaiah that He would be led as a lamb to
the slaughter: "He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and ac-
quainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and
we esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet
we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

"But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniqui-
ties: the chastisement of our peace rrds upon him; and with his stripes we are
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every oneJo his own
waY,_ and the IORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed,
and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the
slaughtero-and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his
mouth....forhewascutoffoutof thelandof theliving:forthetransgressionof my
pe.ople was he stricken.. ..Yetit pleased the LORD to bruise him; hehath put himto
grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin,....he shall s.-ee of the
travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous ser-
vant jus_tify many; for he shall bear their iniquities....beCause tre hlth poured out
his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and [e bare the
sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressois" (Isa. 53:3- 12, KJID.

^Jesus was fully aware that He would be mocked, beaten and spit upon, and would
suffer a terrible scourging. The whip that would inflict His scourging would have
tips of nails and glass, and would literally rip the flesh from off His-body. After forty
lashes, He would be near death. He knew that this torturous ordeal wouid leave Him
so horribly disfigured that He would be almost unrecognizable.Isaiah prophesied all
of these things: "I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that
plucked off the ha!r: I hid not my face from shame and splttlng....As many were
astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and hii form
more than the sons of men" (Isa. 50:6; 52:14, KJV).

Jesus knew that the prophecy of David in Psalm 22 was about to be fulfilled. He
yoqld c_ry out these very w_ords while He was hanging on the cross: "My God, my
9od' why h-ast thou forsaken me? Why art thou io far from helping me, andfrom
the words of my roaring? O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not; and
in the nig_ht season, and am not silent....But I am aworrn, and no man; a reproach of
men, an-d despised of the people. All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot
out the lip, they shake the head, saying,'He trusted on the LORD that he' would
deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him" (psa.22:l-2,6-8, KJn.

Even during the mocking and jeering of the people, priests and Pharisees, He
would trust God the Father, as He had from His earliest days in the flesh: "But thou
arthe that took me out of the womb: thou didst make me hope when I was upon my
mother's breasts. I was cast upon thee from the womb: thoi art my God from my
mother's-btJty E. not far from me; for trouble is near; for there i's none to help.
M?ty bulls [the demons] have compassed me: strong bulls ofBashan [Satan and his
chief demonsl have beset me round. They gaped upon me with theirmouths, cs a
ravening and a roaring lion" (verses 9-13, KJV).

The next prophecies of David reveal the excruciating agony that He would suffer
during His crucifixion as His physical life drained away:. "farnpoured out like water,
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and allm.y bones are.out ojjoint [fromthe jolt of the cross falling into its hole]: my
heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels [from ioss of bloodi. tvty
strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and ttrou
hast brought me into the dust of death.

. 
"For dogs [the soldiers] have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked fthepriests and Phariseesl have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet [nail-

ing Him to the crossl. I may tell [count] alimy bones [-because the fleih had been
lPped openl: they look and starc upon me [in astonishment because He was so dis-
figuredl- T}-t:v_p?{t my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture"
(verses 14-18, KJV).

In the midst of t_is agonizing ordeal, Jesus would pray to God the Father for
s_trength to_ endure: "But be not thou far from me, O LORD: O my strength, haste
$ee t^o help me. Deliver-my soul from the sword; my darling from the powei of the
dog. Save me from the lion's mouth: for thou hasi heard-me....Foihe hath not
99lpiqed_nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted [Jesus Christ]; neither hath he
hid his face from him; but when he cried unto him, he heaid" (verses lg-24,
KJV). These prophetic words of David show that God the Father tro,.rid not forsake
His Son at any time during His suffering and crucifixion, but would be with Him as
He bore the sins of all mankind.

_ In Psalm 69, God inspired David to write more of the thoughts that Jesus would
have while on the cross. Although He had done no wrong, HJwould be hated and
condemned to die by crucifixion, which was the lot of ciiminals. His death would
Pdng great disrepute upon His disciples, and He would be rejected by His own physical
brothers and sisters: "They that hate me without a cause are more than thehairs
of mine head: they that would destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, aie
mighty. . ..Let not them that wait on thee, O Lord C-On of hosts, be ashamed for my
sake: let not those that seek thee [His disciples] be confounded for my sake, 6
God of Israel. Because for thy sake I have bbrne reproach; shame hath covered
ryy face, I am beco,me a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother's
children" (Psa. 69:6-8, KJn.

Jesus would suffer all the shame and agony of the crucifixion because of His
profound love and zeal for God the Father: ' Foi the zeal of thine house hath eaten
me up; and the _re^p_rqaches of th.em that reproached thee are fallen upon
me....Hear me, O LORD; for thy lovingkindness l's good: turn unto me according to
the multitude of thy tender mercies. And hide not thf face frorn thy servant; for I"am
in trouble: hear me speedily. Draw nigh unto my ioul, and redeem it: deliver me
because of mine enemies. Thou hast known my ieproach, and my shame, and my
dishonour [being executed like a criminal]: ririne adversaries aie all before thee.
Reproach hath broten 1ny heart; and I am full of heaviness: and I looked/or
s:me to take pity' but there lrcs none; and for comforters, but I found no"ne.
Ttr."l gave me alsofall lq1-grv meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to
drink" (verses 9,16-21, KJV).

Jesus knew that He would have to bear this shameful and agonizing ordeal to
the end. He knew that His suffering would become so unbeara6le thaiUe would
feel as if the Father had abandoned Him, and would cry out, ..My God! My God!
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Why have You forsaken Me?" He knew that a spear would be thrust into His body,
as the prophet Zechaiah was inspired to write: "...and they shall look upon me
whom they have pierced lwith a spear], and they shall mourn for him, as
one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in
bitterness for his firstborn" (Zech.72:10, KJV).

Knowing that every one of these prophecies must be fulfilled, Jesus was in great
anguish as He prayed to the Father. The thought of suffering such a hideous and
merciless death was more than He could bear. Luke records, "Then an angel from
heaven appeared to Him, strengthening Him. And being in AGONY [in His
mind and spirit, knowing that all eternity hinged on this duyl, He prayed more
intensely; and His sweat became as great drops of btood falling down to the
ground" (Luke 22:43-44, AT).

Jesus Looked Forward to the Kingdom of God

Throughout His suffering, Jesus would keep His mind on His coming resulrec-
tion and the kingdom of God. He knew that He would be raised from the dead by the
power of God the Father, and would give praise and glory to Him at the future resur-
rection of the saints, when His kingdom would be established over all the earth: "My
praise shall be of thee in the great congregation: I will pay my vows before them that
fear him [the resurrected saints]. The meek shall eat and be satisfied: they shall praise
the LORD that seek him: your heart shall live for ever. A11 the ends of the world shall
remember and turn unto the LORD [because of Jesus Christ's sacrifice for sin]:
and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee [at His return]. For the
kingdom is the LORD'S: and he is the governor lRuler] among the nations.

"All they that be fat upon earth shall eat and worship: all they that go down to the
dust shall bow before him: and none can keep alive his own soul. A seed [those who
will be converted during the millenniuml shall serve him; it shall be accounted to the
Lord for a generation. They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness [as kings
and priestsl unto a people that shall be born, that he hath done this fthrough the
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christl" (Psa. 22:25-31, KJV).

In the final words of His prayer, Jesus asked God the Father to restore Him to the
glory that He had with the Father before the world existed. He also prayed for His
disciples, and for those who would become His disciples through the preaching of
the gospel, that they all might be one with Him and the Father. Here is Jesus' entire
prayer: "Jesus spoke these words, and lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said, 'Father,

the hour has come; glorify Your own Son, so that Your Son may glorify You. Since
You gave Him authority over all flesh, in order that He should give eternal life to all
whomYou have given Him. Now this is eternal life, that they should knowYou, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, Whom You did send. I have glorified You on the
earth. I have finished the work that You gave Me to do.

'And now, O Father, glorify Me withYour own self, with the glory that I had
with You before the world existed. I have manifestedYour name to the men whom
You have given Me out of the world. They were Yours, and You have given them to
Me, and they have keptYour Word. Now they have known that all things whatsoever
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You have giYel Me are fromYou. For the words thatYou have given Me, I have given
to tlgm; and they have received them, and truly have known that I came from"you;
and they have believed thatYou did send Me.

, 
"I am praying for them; I am not praying for the world, but for those whomYou

have given Me, for they are Yours. All Mine are Yours, and all Yours are Mine; and I
have_ been glorified in them. And I am no longer in the world, but these are in the
world, and I am comir_rg to You. Holy Father, keep them in your name, those
whom You have given Me, so that they may be one, even as We are one. when I
was in the world with them, I kept them in Your name. I protected those whom You
have given Me, and not one of theT,tras perished, except the son of perdition, in
order that the scripture might be fulfilled. 

-

"But now I am comigg !o You; and these things I am speaking in the world, that
they_m?y have Myjoy fulfilled in them. I have given th6m Yorlr words, and the
world has hated them, because they are not oflhe world, just as I am not of the
world. I do not pray that You should take them out of the woild, but that You should
keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the
world. Sanctify them in Your truth; Your Word is the truih.

"Even as You have sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.
And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, so that they also may be sanctified in the
truth. I am not praying for these only, but also foi those who will believe in Me
through their word;_that they all may be one, even as you, Fath er, are in Me, and
Iam inYou; that they also may be one in lJs, and that the world may believe that
You did send Me.

_ 
"4td the glory that You have given to Mer I have given to themrin order that

they be_may-one, exactly_as we _are one.r in them, and you in Me, ihat they may
be pe_rfecle{ in onel and that the world may know that You did send M6, anil
have loved them in the same way as You have loved Me. Father, I desire that those
whomYou have given Me may also be with Me where I am, so that they mav behold
My glory whichYou have given Me; because You did tove Me befor6 the'found,a-
tionof the world. Righteous Father, the world has not knownYou; but I have known
You, and these have known that You did send Me. And I have made known Your
name tolhem, and_will !e qqking i/ known [through His death and resurrection],
so that the love with which You have loved Me may be in them, and I in them;;
(John 17:l-26, AT).

When He finished this prayer, Jesus went to the Garden of Gethsemane, where
He knew that He would be betrayed: 'After saying these things, Jesus went out
beyond the winter stream of Kidron with His disciples, where lherc was a garden
into which He and-His disciples entered. And Ju-das, who was betraying"Him,
also knew of the place, because Jesus often gathered there with His 

-disiiples';

(John 18:I-2, AT).

The time had come for Jesus to be betrayed into the hands of sinners, and to give
His life for their sins and for the sins of_the world. By the grace of God, He was gdlng
to "taste death for _every :nan" (Heb. 2:9). His deaih wai not simply the deatfi of 6
PETfECt MAN. IT WAS THE DEATH OF THE CREATOR GOD! ONLY THE
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DEATH OF THE CREATOR COULD PAY FOR THE SINS OFALL MANKIND.
God personally and willingly took upon Himself the penalty for sin, which is death.
Though He had the law of sin and death within His flesh, He never sinned. Thus He
could offer Himself as the perfect sacrifice for sin.

He would experience a cruel death not only at the hands of wicked and treacher-
ous men, but at the hands of Satan the devil, the author of sin and the enemy of
God and man!At stake was the entire plan of God for all eternity! Could God inthe
flesh conquer sin and overcome Satan by enduring the suffering and shame of the
cross?

The Ordeal Begins

- His fervent prayers in the Garden of Gethsemane had brought Jesus strength
from the Father (Luke 22:43). Determined to do His Father's will, Jesus said to His
disciples, "Behold, the hour has drawn near, and the Son of man is betrayed into the
hands of sinners. Rise up! Let us be going; behold, the one who is betraying Me is
approaching" (Matt . 26:45-46, AT).

Then Jesus stepped forward to meet Judas, who was now possessed of Satan. The
prophecy of His arrest was being fulfilled: 'And quickly, while He was yet speaking,
Judas, being one of the twelve, came up with a great crowd, with swords and stavei,
from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. Now the one who was betraying
Him had given them a sign, saying, 'Whoever I shall kiss, He is the one. Arrest
Him and safely lead Him away.'And as soon as he came up to Him, he immediately
said, 'Master, Master'; and ardently kissed Him. Then they laid their hands on Him
and arrested Him" (Mark 14:43-46, AT).

Jesus was arrested like a common criminal, exactly as the Scriptures had proph-
esied: 'At that time Jesus said to the crowd. 'Have vou come out to take Me with
swords and staves, as against a robber? Daily I sat with you teaching in the temple,
and you did not arrest Me. But all this has happened so that the Scriptures of the
prophets might be fulfilled.'Then all the disciples forsook Him and fled [fulfilling
the prophecy inZechariah l3:7f" (Matt. 26:55-56, AT).

As the chain of agonizing events unfolded - the false accusations and unjust tri-
als, the cruel beatings, humiliating mocking and spitting, brutal scourging and slow
death by crucifixion - Jesus Christ remained steadfast in His love and loyalty to God
the Father. But the disciples and women who looked upon Jesus'mutilated and blood-
ied body did not understand what they were witnessing. They stood afar off, watch-
ing His crucifixion in stunned bewilderment and disbelief that this could be happening
to Jesus Christ, Whom they believed was the Son of God. How could the promised
Savior hang beaten and scourged, nailed to the cross in naked shame, dying before
their very eyes? They had hoped that He would save them from the Roman oppres-
sion and establish the kingdom of God. Now there would be no salvation, not at that
time or ever, so they thought, as they witnessed Jesus drawing His last breath on the
cross. They did not realize until after the resurrection that the outpouring of Jesus'
blood was the beginning of the salvation of the world.
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The Son of God had died to atone for the sins of the world! As the God Who had
created man, His deathpaid the. pen-alty.for the sins of every human being, opening
tl" _Yuy for all mankind to receive the gift of eternal life. This was the Uelinning o?
the New Covenant, sealed with the body and the blood of Jesus Christ, which would
bring salvation to all the world.

Hebrew Scroll
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TWENTY.EIGHT PROPHECIES FULFILLED
ON THE CRUCIFIXION DAY

On that Passover day, the day of the crucifixion, all the words of the prophets
concerning the suffering of the Christ, or the Anointed One, were fulfilled. Their
fulfillment in every detail stands today as a lasting testimony to the Messiahship of
Jesus Christ.

The first prophecy, the oldest of all, had been given by the Lord Himself at the
time of man's first sin:

1) The serpent would bruise the seed of the woman.

Prophesied: "And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between
thy seed and her seed; i/ shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel"
(Gen. 3:15, KJn.

Fulfilled: " 'Now is the judgment of this world. Now the prince of this world
shall be cast out! And if I be lifted up from the earth, I will draw all to Myself.' But
He said this, signifying by what death He was destined to die" (John l2:3I-33, AT).

2) The Messiah would be cut off, but not for Himself, as prophesied by Daniel.

Prophesied: "And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but
not for himself..." (Dan. 9:26, KJV).

Fulfilled: " 'Nor consider that it is profitable for us that one man should die for
the people, and that the whole nation should not perish.' But he did not say this of
himself, but being high priest of that year, prophesied that Jesus was destined to die
for the nation; and not for the nation only, but also that He might gather together in
one the children of God who have been scattered abroad" (John Il:50-52, AT).

3) The betrayal of Jesus by Judas was foretold by David.

Prophesied: "Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of
my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me" (Psa. 41:9, KJV).

Fulfilled:'And Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve, went to the chief priests so that
He might deliver Him up to them. And after hearing this,they rejoiced, and promised
to give him money. And he sought how he might conveniently betray Him" (Mark
14:10-1  l ,  AD.

4) Jesus Christ would be forsaken by His disciples, as prophesied by Zechaiah.

Prophesied. 'Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is
my fellow, saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd [Jesus], and the sheep shall
be scattered..." (Zech. l3:7, KJV).

Fulftlled:'And they all forsook Him and fled" (Mark14:50, AT).
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5) The price of His betrayal was also foretold by Zechaiah.

Prophesied: "And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if
not, forbear. So they weighed for my priCe thirty ptecesnf silver"-(Zech. II:12,
KJW.

Fuffilled: "And s^lid, 'What are you willing to give me, and I will deliver Him up
to you?'And they offered him thirty pieces of silver" (Matt. 26:15, AT).

6) Zechaiah also foretold what would be done with the betrayal money.

- P_rophesied:'And the LORD said unto me, Cast it unto the potter: a goodly price
that I was prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and caslthem tb the
potter in the house of the LORD" (Zech. I 1:13, 

-KJW.

Fuffilled: "Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He was condemned,
he charrged his mind and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and
the.elders,. saying, 'I have sinned and have betrayed innocent blood.' Bui they said,'What is that to us? You see to it.'Then, after throwing down the pieces of siiver in
thetemple, he left_and-hung himself. And the chief priests took tde pieces of silver
and said,'It is not lawful to put it into the treasury since itis the price of blood.'And
after taking counsel, they bought a potter's field with the p ieces of silver, for a burial
ground for strangers" (Matt. 27:3-7, AT).

7) Isaiah prophesied that Jesus Christ would be sacrificed as the Passover Lamb
of God.

Prophesied: "...He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter..." (Isa. 53:7 , KJv).
Fulfilled: "For christ our Passover was sacrificed for us" (I cor. 5:7 , AT). "Know-

ing that you-were not redeemed by comrptible things,...but by the precious blood of
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without ipot; Wh6 truly was foreknown
before the foundation of the world, but was manifesled in these list times for your
sake" (I Pet. l:18-20, AT1.

8) Isaiah also prophesied the scourging and mocking that He would suffer.

. Prophesled:-'.I gave my back to the smiters [scourgers], and my cheeks to them
that plucked offthe hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting"-(Isa. 50:6, KJV).

- Fuffilled: "Then he released Barabbas to them; but after scourging Jesus, he
delivered Him up so that He might be crucified. Then the governor'isoldiers, after
tu$ng Jesus with them into the Praetorium, gathered the entire band against Him;
and they stripped Him and_put a scarlet cloak around Him. And after platt'ing a crown
9f th91n9, !h."y put ir on His head; and bowing before Him, they mocked Eim, say-
ing, 'Hail, king of the Jews!'Then after spitting on Him, they took the rod and struck
Him on the head" (Matt. 27:26-30, AT).

9) Both Isaiah and David prophesied that Jesus'body would be mutilated.

Prophesied; 'As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than
any man, and his form more than the sons of men" (Isa. 52:14. KJn.,.I mav tell
[count] all my bones: they Iook and stare upon me" (Psa. 22:17 , KJW:

4ytfileq: 
"...B_gt 

glter rcoulging Jesus, he delivered Himup so that He might be
crucified" (Matt. 27:26, AT). "Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scours.ed-Him"
(John l9:1, AT).
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10) David prophesied the shame and dishonor that Jesus would suffer, being
condemned as a criminal.

Prophesied: "...The reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon
me....Thou hast known my reproach, and my shame, and my dishonour: mine adver-
saries are all before thee. Reproach hath broken my heart; and I am full of heaviness:
and I looked for some to take pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but I
found none" (Psa. 69:9,19-20, KJW.

Fulfilled:'At that time Jesus said to the crowd, 'Have you come out to take Me
with swords and staves, as against a robber?' " (Matt. 26:55, AT.) "...They answered
and said,'He is deserving of death!' " (Matt. 26:66, AT.)

11) David also foretold that false witnesses would testify against Christ.

Prophesied: "False witnesses did rise up; they laid to my charge things that I
knew not" (Psa.35:11, KJV).

Fulftlled: "Then the chief priests and the whole Sandhedrin sought testimony
against Jesus, to put Him to death, but did not find any. For many bore false testi-
mony against Him, but their testimonies did not agree. And somsrose up and bore
false testimony against Him, saying..." (Mark 14,55-57, AT1.

12) Isaiah prophesied that Jesus would not make an effort to defend Himself at
the trial.

Prophesied: "He was oppressed, andhe was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth:
he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb,
so he openeth not his mouth" (Isa. 53:7, KJV).

Fulfilled: "Then Pilate said to Him, 'Don't You hear how many things they tes-
tify againstYou?'And He did not answer even one word to him, so that the governor
was greatly amazed" (Matt. 27:13-14, AT).

13) Isaiah also foretold Jesus Christ's crucifixion as the sin offering for the world.

Prophesied: "Surely hehathborne our griefs, and carried our soffows: yet we did
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was
upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of
us all....Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put himto grief: when thou
shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see ftis seed, he shall prolong his
days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the
travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant
justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities" (Isa. 53:4-6, 10-11, KJn.

Fulfilled: "Therefore, he then delivered Him up to them so that He might be
crucified. Now they took Jesus and led Him away; and He went out bearing His own
cross to the place called A Skull,' which is called in Hebrew, 'Golgotha'; where they
crucified Him, and with Him two others, one on this side and one on the other side,
and Jesus in the middle. Now Pilate also wrote a title and put it on the cross. And it
was written, 'Jesus the Nazarean, the King of the Jews' " (John 19:16-79, AT).

270



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus Christ

14) As Isaiah had prophesied, He was numbered among lawbreakers.
Prophesied: "...He was numbered with the trans-gressors...(Isa. 53:12, KJyD.

4"lfiUqd: 
"And also two other malefactors were led away with Him to be put to

death. And when they came to the place called 'Skull,'thereihey crucified Him and
the malefactors, one on the right and one on the left" (Luke 23:32-33, An.

15) David prophesied that His hands and His feet would be pierced.

. Prophesied: "For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have
inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet" (psa.22:16, KJv).

fuffilled.' 
'And they crucified Him" (Mark 15:25, AT). "Then the other disciples

said to him, 'We have seen the Lord!' But he said to them, 'If I do not see the nail
marks in His hand-s, and put my finger into the nail marks, and put my hand into His
side, I will not believe at allt' Now after eight days, His discipies were within, and
Thomas with them. After the doors were shu1, Jesus came and stood in the midst. and
said, 'Pea99 t9 vo-u.'Then He said to_ Thomas, 'Bring forth your finger, and see My
hands; an!.pr.r_ngfoltlrypyt_nul!. and put it into My side; and be not inbelieving, but
believing' " (John 20:25-27, AT).

16) The parting of His garments was also prophesied by David.
Prophesied: "They 

_p-art my garments among them, and cast lots upon my
vesture" (Psa. 22:18, KJl4.

Fulftlled: "Then they said to one another, 'Let us not tear it, but let us cast lots for
rt to determine whose it shall be'; that the Scripture might be fulfilled, which says,
^They divided My.garments among them, and they castlots for My vesture.'Thei.e-
fore the soldiers did these things" (John 19:24, AT).

17) In another psalm, David prophesied that they would give Him vinegar to
drink.

. Prophesigd; "Tley 
gqvg m9 qlso gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me

vinegar to drink" (Psa.69:21, KJn.

Fuffilled: "Thgy.ggv_e Hiqv-inegar mingled with gall to drink; but after tasting it,
He would not drink" (Matt. 27:34, AT).

18) David also prophesied that many would be watching Jesus during the cruci-
fixion.

Prophesied: "...Theylookand stare upon me" (psa. 22:17, KJV).

-- fulfilled: 
"k;ndthe guards sat down there to guard Him" (Matt. 27:36, AT). "And,

all the-peoPJe wlo were gathered together to this sight, after seeing the things that
took place, beat their breasts and returned" (Luke 25:48, AT).

19) Among those watching would be Jesus'family and friends, who would stand
at a distance.

Prophesie_d,l'...Yyfriends stand aloof from my sore [wounds]; and my kinsmen
stand afar off' (Psa. 38:lI, KJrn.

- Fulfilled.' "Now all those who knew Him stood afar off observing these things,
the women also who followed Him from Galilee" (Luke 23:49. An.-
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20) Some of His observers would shake their heads at Him.

Prophesied: "I became also a reproach unto them: when they looked upon me
they shaked their heads" (Psa. 109:25, KJI\.

Fulfilled: "But those who were passing by railed at Him, shaking their heads and
saying, "You who would destroy the temple and build it inthree days, save Yourself!
If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross!" (Matt. 27:39-40, AT.)

21) Even the words of His reproachers were prophesied by David.

Prophesied: "He trusted on the LORD thathe would deliver him: let him deliver
him, seeing he delighted in him" (Psa.22:8, KJV).

Fulfilled: " 'He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now, if He wtll have Him;
for He said, "I am the Son of God." ' And the two robbers who were also crucified
with Him reproached Him with the same words" (Matt. 27:43-44, AT).

22) Isaiah prophesied that Jesus would make intercession for sinners. This
intercession began even during His crucifixion.

Prophesied: "...He bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the
transgressors" (Isa. 53:12, KJV).

Fulfilled: "Then Jesus said, 'Father, forgive them, for they do not understand
what they are doing.'And they divided His garments, and cast lots" (Luke 23:34,
AT).

23) David prophesied the thoughts of Jesus at the height of His suffering.

Prophesied: "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far
from helping me, andfrom the words of my roaring?" (Psa.22:1, KJV.)

Fulftlled:'And about the ninth hour, Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying,'Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?' That is, 'My God, My God, why have You forsaken
Me?' " (Matt. 27 :46, AT.)

24) Zechaiah prophesied that His body would be pierced with a spear.

Prophesied: "...And they shall look upon me whom they have pierced..."
(Zech.12:10, KJW.

Fulfilled: "But one of the soldiers had pierced His side with a spear, and imme-
diately water and blood had come out....And again another Scripture says, 'They

shall look upon Him Whom they pierced' " (John 19:34,37, AT).

25) David prophesied that Jesus would commit His spirit to God.

Prophesied: "Into thine hand I commit my spirit...(Psa. 3l.,5, KJV).

Fulfilled: 'And after crying out with a loud voice, Jesus said, 'Father, into Your
hands I commit My spirit.'And when He had said these things, He expired"
(Luke 23:46, AT).
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26)David also prophesied Jesus' last words.

Prophesied: "...that he hath done this" (Psa.22:31, KJ'n. The Hebrew literallv
reads, "For it is finished."

_ .Fuffilled: 
"Therefore, when Jesus had received the vinegar, He said, .It is

finished.'And after bowing His head, He yielded up His spirit" (fohn l9:30,'AT).

27) As no bone of the Passover lamb was to be broken (Ex. 12:46, not a bone of
His would be broken.

___P,rophesied: 
"He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken" (Psa.34:20,

KJW.

- Fuffilled: "Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first one, and the
legs of the other who was crucified with Him. But when they came to lesus and
saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs....For these things took
place so that the Scripture might be fulfilled, 'Not a bone of Him shall be br6ken' "
(John 19:32-33, 36, AT).

28) His burial in the tomb of a rich man was foretold by Isaiah.

- Prophesied: "He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall de-
clare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land oTth6 hvine: for the rranssres-
sion of mypeople was he stricken. And he made his grave with the-wicked [crimirials],
and with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence. neith-er was any
deceit in his mouth" (Isa. 53:8-9, KJII).

Fu!filled: 'And when evening was coming on, a rich man of Arimathea came,
named Joseph, who was himself a disciple of J-esus. After going to Pilate, he begged
to have the body of Jesus. [Jesus would otherwise have beeir buiied amons the cliiri-
nalsl. Then Pilate commanded the body to be given over to him. Andafte;taking the
Po4V-,Joseph wrapped it in clean linen cloth, and placed it in his new tomb whiJh he
had hewn in the rock; and after rolling a great stone to the door of the tomb, he went
away" (Matt. 27:57-60, AT).

All these p_rophecies were fulfilled by the suffering, death and burial
of Jesus Christ on the Passover day. In the next chapter, we will le-arn the significance
of the timing of Jesus' death and of the miraculous events which o".u..Ed on that
Passover day, Nisan 14, April 5, 30 AD.
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PASSOVER DAY NISAN 14 - TUESDAY EVENING, APRIL 4 - 30 AD
APPROXIMATELY 7 - 7:30 PM

317. JESUS'LAST PASSOVER BEGINS AT

MATTHEW 26

20. And after evening had
come, He sat down with the
twelve.

MARK 14

17. Now after evenins had
come,  He came wi t [  the
twelve.

EVENING
LUKE22

14. Now when the hour had
come, He sat down, and the
twelve apostles with Him.
15. And He said to them, "With

earnest desire I have desired to
eat this Passover with you be-
fore I suffer.
16. For I tell you that I will not
eat of it again until it be ful-
filled in the kinsdom of God."

318. JESUS INSTITUTES THE NEW COVENANT PASSOVER:
1) FOOTWASHING 2) EATING THE UNLEAVENED BREAD

3) DRINKING THE WINE

FIRST PART OF THE NEW COVENANT PASSOVER: THE FOOTWASHING

JOHN 13

2. And during supper (the devil having already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's
son, that he should betray Him),
3. Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into Flis hands, and that He had come
from God and was going back to God,
4. Rose from supper and laid aside Ffis gaments; and after taking a towel, He secured it
around Himself.
5. Next, He poured water into a washing basin and began to wash the disciples'feet, and to
wipe them with the towel which He had secured.
6. Then He came to Simon Peter; and he said to Him, "Lord, are You going to wash my
feet?"
7. Jesus answered and said to him, "What I am doing you do not understand now, but you
shall know after these thinqs."
8. Peter said to Him, "You"shall not wash my feet, not ever." Jesus answered and said to
him, "If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me."
9. Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head."
10. Jesus said to him, "The one who has been washed does not need to wash anything other
than the feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all."
11. For He knew the one who was betraying Him; this was the reason He said, "Not all of
you are clean."
12. Therefore, when He had washed their feet, and had taken His garments, and had sat
down again, He said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you?
13. You call Me the Teacher and the Lord, and you speak rightly, because I am.
14. Therefore, if I, the Lord and the Teacher, have washed your feet, you also are duty-
bound to wash one another's feet;
15. For I have given you an example, so that you also will do exactly as I have done to you.
16. Truly, truly I tell you. a servant is not greater than his lord, nor a messenger greater than
he who sent him.
17. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.

274



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus Christ

PASSOVER DAY NISAN 14 - TUESDAY NIGHT. APRIL 4 - 30 AD

319. JUDAS DIPS THE SOR AND LEAVES TO BETRAY JESUS

MATTHEW 26

21. And as they were
eating, He said, "Truly

I say to you, one of
you shall betray Me."u
22. And being sorely
grieved, each of them
began to say to Him,'AmI the one,Lord?"
23. But He answered
and said, "He who
dipped ftis hand with
Me in the dish, he
shall betray Me.
24. The Son of man
indeed goes, as it has
been written concern-
ing Him, but woe to
thatmanby whomthe
Son of  man is  be-
trayed! It would be
better for him if that
man had not  been
born."
25. Then Judas, who
was betraying Him,
answered and said,'Am I the one, Mas-
ter?" He said to him,"You have said l/."

MARK 14

18. And as they sat
and were eating, Jesus
said, "Truly I say to
you, one of you shall
betrayu Me, even he
who is eating with
Me."
19. And they began to
be extremelv sad. and
said to Hirir one by
one, "1s itl?" Andai-
other, "Is itl?"
20. But He answered
andsaidto them, "The

one who is dipping a
morsel into the dish
with Me, that is the
one of you twelve.
2I. The Son of man
indeed goes, just as i t
has been written of
Him; but woe to that
man by whom the Son
of man is betrayed! It
would be better for
that man if he had not
been born."

LUKE22
21. Behold, evennow
the hand of him who
is  be t ray ing  Me  i s
with Me at the table;
22. And the Son of
man indeed goes, ac-
cording as it has been
appointed, but woe to
that man by whom He
is betrayed!"
23.T\enthey began to
question this among
themselves, which of
them it might be who
was about to do this.

JOHN 13

18. I am not speaking
ofyou all;for I know
whom I have chosen,
in order that the scrip-
ture might be fulfilled:'He who eats bread
with Me has lifted up
his heel asainst Me.'u
19. But iam tel l ins
you at this time, bel
fore it happens, so that
when it does happen,
you may believe that
IAM.
20. Truly, truly I tell
you, the one who re-
ceives whomever I
send is receiving Me;
and the one who re-
ceives Me is receivins
Him Who sent Me." 

-

21. As He was saying
these th ings,  Jesus
was troubled in spirit,
and testified, saying,"Truly, truly I tell you,
one of you shall be-
tray Me."
22.Thenthe disciples
looked at one another,
wondering of whom
He was speaking.
23. Now one of His
d isc ip les,  the one
whom Jesus loved,
was leaning on Jesus'
chest.
24. And so, Simon
Peter motioned to him
to ask who was the
one of whom He was
speaking.
25. Then he leaned
back on Jesus' chest
and asked Him,"Lord, who is it?"
26. Jesus answered,"It is the one to whom
I shall give a sop, af-
ter I have dipped ir."
And when He had

a -  Psa.  4 l :9

Street to kmple
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MATTHEW 26
26. And as they were
eating, Jesus took the
bread and blessed lr;
then He broke it and
gave it to the disciples,
and said, "Take, eat;
this is My body."

MARK 14
22. And as they were
eat ing,  Jesus took
bread; andafterbless-
ingit, He broke it and
gave it to them, and
said, "Take, eat; this is
Mv bodv."

LUKE22
19. And He took the
bread; and after giv-
ing thanks, He broke
it and gave it to them,
saying, "This is My
body, which is given
for you. This do in the
remembrance of Me."

JOHN 13
dipped the sop, He
save i t  to  Judas
Iscariot, Simon's son.
27. And after the sop,
Satan entered in to
him. Then Jesus said
to him, "What you do,
do quickly."
28.  But  not  one of
those sitt ing at the
table knew why He
satd this to him;
29.For some thought,
since Judas had the
bag, that Jesus was
telling him, "Buy the
things that we need for
the feast"; or that he
should g ive some-
thing to the poor.
30. So then, after re-
ceiving the sop, he im-
mediately went out;
and it was night.
3 I .  When  he  was
gone ,  Jesus  sa id ,"Now has the Son of
man been glorified,
and God has been
glorified in Him.
32. lt God has been
glorified in Him, God
shall also glorify Him
in Himself, and shall
immediately glorify
Him.

I CORINTHIANS 11
23. For I have received
of the Lord that which
also I delivered unto
you, that the Lord
Jesus the same nisht
in which He rias
betrayed took bread.
24. And when He had
given thanks, he broke
it, and said, Take, eat:
this is my body, which
is broken for you. This
do in remembrance of
me.

A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus Christ

PASSOVER DAY NISAN 14 - TUESDAY NIGHT. APRIL 4 . 30 AD

- i
David - Model City Jerusalem

320. SECOND PART: EATING THE UNLEAVENED BREAD

City of
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PASSOVER DAY NISAN 14 - TUESDAY NIGHT, APRIL 4 - 30 AD
321. THIRD PART: DRINKING THE WINE

MATTHEW 26

27. And He took the
cup: and after giving
thanks. He gave il to
them, saying, 'All of
you drink of it;
28.  For  th is  is  My
blood, thebloodof the
New Covenant, which
is poured out for many
for the remission of
sins.u
29. But I say to you,
fromthis tim6 fon;ard
I will not drink at all
of this fruit of the
vine, until that day
when I drink it aneir,,
with you in the kins-
d;;6iM;i;th;;iP

MARK 14

23. And He took the
cup:- and after giving
thanks, He gave ir to
them; and thev a l l
drank of it.
24. And He said to
them, "This  is  My
blood, the blood of thle
New Covenant, which
is  poured out  for
many.u
25. Truly I say to you,
I will not drink asain
at all of the fruit oFthe
vine unti l  that day
when I drink it new iir
the kingdom of God."

LUKE22

17. And He took the
cup; and after giving
thanks. He said. o'Thke

th is ,  and d iv ide i r
among yourselves.
18. For I say to you, I
will not drink at all of
the fruit of the vine
until the kinsdom of
God has com"e."
20. In l ike manner
also the cup after sup-
per, saying, "This cup
is the new covenant in
My blood, which is
poured out for you.u

I CORINTHIANS 11

25.  In  l ike manner
also He took the cup,
when He had supped,
saying, This cup is the
new testament in my
bloodu: this do vou. ai
often as you drink it,
in remembrance of
me.
26.For as often as you
eat this bread, and
drink this cup, you are
announcing and por-
t ray ing  the  Lo rd ' s
death until He comes.
21. Wherefore who-
ever shall  eat this
bread, and drink this
cup of the Lord, un-
worthi lv. shall  be
guilty ofthe body and
blood of the Lord.
28 .  Bu t  l e t  a  man
prove and examine
himself, and solethim
eat of that bread. and
drink of that cup.
29. Becalse anyone
who eats and diinks
unworthilv. eats and
drinks damnation and
judgment to himself,
not really understand-
ing or discerning the
purpose of the Lord's
body.a - Ex. 24:8; Lev. 4:18-20: Isa. 53 :8- I 1 : Jer. 3 I :3 I

322. CONTENTION AMONG THE DISCIPLES
AS TO WHO WOULD BE THE GREATEST

LUKE22
24. And there was also an argument among them, eventhis: which of them should be con-
sidered the sreatest.
25. AndHe-said to them, "The kings of the nations rule over them, and those who exercise
authority over them are called benefactors.
26.But it shall not be this way among you; rather, let the one who is greatest among you be
ntL" yoqnggr, and the one who is leailing as the one who is servingl
27 . Fot who is greater, the one who is sitdng at the table, or the one"who is serving? Is not
the one who sits at the table? But I am among you as one who is serving.
28. But you are the ones who have continued with Me in My temptationi.
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29. And I appoint to you, as My Father has appointed to Me, a kingdom;
30. So that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and may sit on thrones
judging the twelve tribes of Israel."

323. A NEW COMMANDMENT -
LOVE EACH OTHER AS JESUS LOVED HIS DISCIPLES

JOHN 13
33. Little children, I am with you yet a little while. You shall seek Me; but as I told the Jews,'Where I am going, you cannot come,'I am now telling you also.
34. A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; in the same way that I
have loved you, that is how you are to love one another.
35. By this shall everyone know that you are My disciples, if you love one another."

324. JESUS PROPHESIES THAT PETER WILL DENY HIM THREE TIMES
MATTHEW 26

31. Then Jesus said to
them.'All of vou shall
be offended in Me
during this night; for
it is written, 'I will
smite the Shepherd,
and the sheep of the
flock shall be scat-
tered abroad.'u
32. Blt after I am
raised up, I wil l  go
before you into Gali-
lee."
33. Then Peter an-
swered and satd to
Him,  "Even i f  a l l
shall be offended in
You, I will never be
offended."
34. Jesus said to him,"Truly I say to you,
during thisvery night,
before /re cockcrows,
you shall  deny Me
three times."
35. Peter said to Him,"Even if I were re-
quiredto die withYou,
in no way wouldl ever
deny You." All the
disciples also spoke in
like manner.

MARK 14
2l.ThenJesus said to
them.'All of vou shall
be offended in Me in
th is  n ight ;  for  i t  is
written, 'I will smite
the Shepherd, and
the sheep shal l  be
scattered."'u
28. But after I have
risen, I will go before
you into Galilee."
29.ThenPeter said to
Him, "Even if all shall
be offended. vet I
shall not."
30. And Jesus said to
him, "Truly I say to
you, today, inthisvery
night, before the cock
crows twice, you shall
deny Me three times."
manner also.
31. Buthe spoke more
adamantlv. "If it were
necessarjt for me to
die withYou, I would
not deny You in any
way." And they al l
spoke in the same.

a - Zech. l3:7

LAKE22
31 .  Then  the  Lo rd
said, "Simon, Simon,
listen well. Satanhas
demanded to have
you, to sif t  you as
wheat.
32.Bu;t I have prayed
for you, so that your
faith mav not fail: and
when ybu are con-
verted, strengthen
your brethren."
33.  And he sa id to
Him,  "Lord,  I  am
ready to go with You
both to prison and to
death."
34. But He said, "I tell
you, Peter, the cock
shall in no wise crow
todav before vou have
deni-ed kno"i'ins Me
three times."

JOHN 13
36. Simon Peter said
to Him. "Lord. where
areYou going?" Jesus
answered h im,"Where I am going,
you cannot follow Me
now: but vou shall fol-
low Me afterwards."
3l .Peter said to Him,"Why can't I follow
You now? I will lay
down my life forYou."
38.  Jesus answered
him, "You wil l  lay
down your l i fe for
Me? Truly, truly I tell
vou. the cock shall not
brow until you have
denied Me three
times."

"Before the Cock Crows..."
Bob Taylor Photography
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325. THE BEGINNING OF THE FINAL MESSAGE TO HIS DISCIPLES

JOHN 14

1. "Let not your heart be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in Me.
2. In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were otherwise, I would have told
you. I am going to prepare a place for you.
1 4"4 if I go and prepare g place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; so
that where I am, you may be also.
4. And where I am goin! you know, and the way you know"
5. Thomas said to Him, "Lord, we do not know wh6reYou are going; how then can we know
the way?"
6. Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father
except through Me.
7. If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also. From this time forward,
you know Him and have seen Him."
8. Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and that will be sufficient for us."
9. Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long a time, and you have not known Me,
Philip?^The one who has seen Me has seen the Father; why then do you say, 'Show us the
Father'?
10. Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I
speak to you, I do not speak from My own self; but the Father Who dwells in Me, He does
the works.
11. Believe Me, that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; but if not, believe Me
because of the works themselves.
12.Truly, truly I say to you, the one who believes in Me shall also do the works that I do;
and greater works than these shall he do, because I am going to the Father.
l:.4n9 whatever you shall ask in My name, this will I do, that the Father may be glorified
in the Son.
14.If you ask anything in My name, I will do ir.
1! If yp! love Me, keep the commandments, namely My commandments.
16. And I will ask the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that it may be with
you throughout the age;
TJ . Even the Spirit of the truth, which the world cannot receive, because it perceives it not,
nor_knows it;but you know it, because it dwells with you, and shall be within you.
18. I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. (See Appendix C, p. 359)'
19. Yet a little while and tlie world shall see Me no longer; 6rit you shali see Me. Because I
live, you shall live also.
?9 Y that day, you shall know that I am in My Father, and you are inMe, and I am in you.
2LThe one who has My commandments and is keeping them, that is the one who loves Me;
and the one who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will manifest
Myself to him."
22. J.udas (not Iscariot) said to him, "Lord, what has happened that You are about to
manifest Yourself to us, and not to the world?" 

'

23. Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My
Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode wittr him.
24.The one who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word that you hear is
not Mine, but the Father's, Who sent Me.
25. I have spoken these things to you while I am yet present with you.
26.Butwhenthe Comforter comes, eventhe Holy Spirit, which the Father will send in My
name, that one shall te_ach you all things, and shall bring to your remembrance everythin!
that I have told you. (See Appendix C, p. 359)
27 .Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give ir to you.
Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it fear.
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JOHN 14
28. You have heard Me say to you that I am going away, and that I will come to you again.
Lf y-ou loved Me, you would have rejoiced that I said, 'I am going to the Father,'bi:cause My
Father is greater than I.
29. And now I have told you before it happens, so that when it comes to pass, you may
believe.
30. I will not speak with you much longer because the ruler of this world is coming; but he
does not have a single thing in Me.
3l.Yet he comes; so that the world may know that I love the Father, and that I do exactly as
the Father has commanded Me. Arise, let us go out."

326. SOME FINAL INSTRUCTIONS TO THE DISCIPLES

LAKE22

35. And He said to them, "When I sent you without purse and provision bag and sandals, did
you lack anything?" And they said, "Nothing."

36. Then He said to them, "Now, however, let the one who has a purse take it, andlikewise
hrs prov_ision bag; and let the one who does not have a sword sellhis garment andbuy one.
37.For I say to you, that which has been written must yet be accomplished in Me: 'Ahd He
was reckoned with the lawless'u; for the things concerning Me have a fulfillment."

a -  Isa.  53:12

327. TAKE TWO SWORDS
LUKE22

38. And they said, "Lord, see, here are two swords." And He said to them, "It is enough."

328. THEY SING A HYMN AND LEAVE

MATTHEW 26 MARK 14

iO 4lO after sj lging a hymn, they went out to 26. And after singing a hymn, they went out to
the Mount of Olives. the Mount of Olives.

329. JESUS CHRIST IS THE TRUE VINE -
LAST COMMANDS TO HIS DISCIPLES

JOHN 15

1. "I am the true vine. and Mv Father is the husbandman.
2. He takes away every branch in Me that does not bear fruit; but He cleanses each one that
bears fruit, in order that it may bear more fruit.
3. lou are already clean through the word that I have spoken to you.
4. Dwell in Me, and I in you. As a branch cannot bear fruit of itself. but onlv if it remains in
the vine, likewise, you iannot bear fruit unless you are dwelling in Me.
5. I am the vine and you are the branches. The one who is dwelling in Me, and I in him,
bears much fruit; becluse apart from Me you can do nothing.
6. If anyone does not dwell in Me, he is cast out as a branch, and is dried up; and men gather
them and cast them into a fire. and thev are burned.
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JOHN 15
7.. If.you dwell in Me, and My words dwell in you, you shall ask whatever you desire, and it
shall come to pass for you.
8' In this I Yt Father glorified, that you bear ryuch fruit; so shall you be My disciples.
9. As the Father has loved Me, I also have loved you; live in My love. 

J

l9;,lf ,{ou keep My commandments,.you shall iive in My love; just as I have kept My
Father's commandments and live in His love.
1 1. These thines I have spoken to you, in order that My joy may dwell in you, and that your
joy may be fu[.
!] lhis is My commandment, that you love one another, as I have loved you.
11._\" one has g^reater love than thiS: that one lay down his life for his fri6nds.
!!. You are My friends, if you do whatever I command you.
15. No longer do I call you servants, because the servanl does not know what his master is
99ing.-But I have call* you friends, because I have made known to you all the tfrings ifrai
I have heard from My Faiher.
16. You did not chooselVle, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that you should go

fgrth and!9ar fruit, and that your fruit should iemain; so thar whitever yoi shall ask tfle
fft@f in My name, He may give you.
f ]. !h9se things I command you,ihat you love one another.
18. If the world hates you,.you know_that it hated Me before it hated you.
1?..If you were o! the wo1ld, the world would love its own. Howeu"., becuose you are not
9! tle world, but I have.chosen yo_u out of the world, the world hates you for this.
20. Remember the word.that I spoke to you: a servant is not greater thin his *istir. If they
persecuted Me, they will persecute you also. If they kept My word, they will keep your
word also.

-2J. n_g!.they will_do all these things to you for My name's sake, because they do not know
Him Who sent Me.
22.If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have had sin; but now they have
nothing to cover their sin.
23.The one who hates Me hates Mv Father also.
z4.ItIhad not done among them th6 works that no other man has done. they would not have
had sin; but now they have both seen and hated both Me and My Father. 

'

2J Bu! this has happened so that the saying might be fulfilled #trictr is written in their law,'They hated Me without c cause.'u
26.But when the Comforter has come, which I will send to you from the Father, even the
Spirit. of the- truth, whjgh proceeds from the Father, that Spirit shall bear witneis of Me.
(See Appendix C, p. 359) 

-

27.Then you also shall bear witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning."
a - Psa. 35:19:69:4

330. FINAL WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

JOHN 16

l. _{ havg spoken these things to you so that you will not be offended.
2.,Th,e1,shall cas.tyou out.of-the synagogues;lurthermore, the time is coming that everyone
yhg qll-s you will think that he is rendering service to God.
3 {nd they shall-do these things to you because they do not know the Father, nor Me.
4. EUJ I have told you these things so that when theiime comes, you may remember that I
sard them to you. However, I did not say these things to you at the-beginning, because I was
with you.
5. But now I am going to Him Who sent Me; and none of you asks Me, 'Where are you
going?'
6. But because I have spoken these things to you, grief has filled your hearts.
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JOHN 16

7. But I am telling you the truth. It is profitable for you that I go away; because if I do not
go awqy, the Comforter will not come to you. However, if I go, I will send it to you.
8. And when that one has come, it will convict the world concerning sin, and righieousness,
and judgment: (See Appendix C, p. 359)
9. Concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me;
10. Concerning righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you no longer will see
Me;
I !. And concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.
12. I have yet many things to tell you, but you are not able to bear them now.
13. However, when that one has come, even the Spirit of the truth, it will lead you into all
truth; because it shall not speak from itself, but whatever it shall hear shall it speak. And it
shall disclose to you the things to come.
14. That one shall glorify Me, because it shall disclose to you the things that rtreceives from
Me. (See Appendix C, p. 359)
15. Everything that the Father has is Mine; for this reason, I said that it shall receive from
Me and shall disclose these things to you.
16. A little while, and you shall not see Me; and again a little while, and you shall see Me,
because I am going to the Father."
17. Then some of His disciples said to one another, "What is this that He is saying to us, 'A
little while, and you shall not see Me; and again a little while, and you shall see Me,' ard,'because I am going to the Father'?"
18. Therefore they said, "What is this that He is saying, the 'little while'? We do not under-
stand what He is saying."
19. Then Jesus, knorving that they desired to ask Him, said to them, "Why are you inquiring
amolg one another about this that I said, A little while, and you shall not see Me; and again
a little while. and vou shall see Me'?
20. Truly, truly I t-ell you, you shall weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice; and you
shall be grieved, but your grief shall be turned into joy.
21. A woman when she is giving birth has grief, because her time of travail has come; but
after she gives birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, because of the joy
that a child has been born into the world.
22. And likewise, you indeed have grief now; but I will see you again, and your heart shall
rejoice, and no one shall take your joy from you.u
23. \nd in that day you shall ask Me nothing. Truly, truly I tell you, whatever you shall ask
the Father in My name, He will give you.
24.Unt1l this day, you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you shall receive, that
your joy may be full.
25. These things I have spoken to you in allegories; but the time is coming when I will no
longer speak to you in allegories, but I will plainly disclose to you the things of the Father.
26.Inthat day, you shall ask in My name; and I do not tell you that I will beseech the Father
for vou.
27 . For the Father Himself loves you, because vou have loved Me. and have believed that I
came forth from God.
28. I came forth from the Father and have come into the world; again,I am leaving the world
and am going to the Father."
29. Then His disciples said to Him, "Behold, now You are speaking plainly and are not
speaking an allegory.
30. Now we know thatYou understand all things, and do not need to have someone askYou.
By this we believe thatYou came forth from God."
31. Jesus answered them. "Do vou now believe?

a - Isa. 66:14
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331. ALL WILL BE SCATTERED.

JESUS HAS OVERCOME THE WORLD

JOHN 16
32' Listen, a time is coming, and has already come, that you shall be scattered each to his
gyn_.-and you shall leave Me alone; andyet I am not alon-e, because the Father is with Me.
33.These ,htlg,t I havelfofen to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you
shall have tribulation. But be courageous! I have overcome the wdrld."

332. JESUS COMES TO GETHSEMANE TO PRAY

MATTHEW 26

36. Then Jesus came with them
to a place called Gethsemane;
and He said to His disciples,"Sit here, while I go onward
and pray."

MATTHEW 26

37. And He took withHimPe-
ter and the two sons of
Zebedee, and He began to be
very melancholy and deeply
depressed.
38. Then He said to them. "Mv
soul is deeply grieved,u even to
death. Stay here and watch
with Me."

MARK 14

32.Then they came to a place
that was called Gethsemane;
and He said to His disciples,"Sit here while I pray."

LUKE22

39. Then He left the house and
went, as He was accustomed,
to the Mount of Olives; and His
disciples also followed Him.

LUKN22

40. And when He arrived at the
place, He said to them, "Ptay

that you do not enter into
temptation."

333. JESUS TAKES PETER, JAMES AND JOHN WITH HIM

MARK 14

33. And He took Peter and
James and John with Him; and
He began to be deeply troubled
and heavv-hearted.
34. And He said to them. "Mv
soul is filled with anguish, eveir
to death;u remain here and
watch."

a - Psa. 42:5-6

Garden at Gethsemane
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334.

MATTHEW 26

39. And after going forward a
little, He fell on His face pray-
ing, and saying, "My Father, if
it be possible, let this cup pass
from Me; nevertheless, not as
I will, but asYouwill."
40. Then He came to His dis-
ciples and found them sleep-
ing. And He said to Peter,"What. were vou not able to
watch with Me one hour?
41. Watch andpray, so thatyou
do not enter into temptation;
the spirit indeed is willing, but
the flesh is weak."
42. The second time He went
again andprayed, saying, "My

Father, if this cup cannot pass
from Me unless I drink it, Your
will be done."
43. Now when He came to
them, He found them asleep
again, because their eyes were
heavy.
44. Andleaving them, He went
again andprayed the third time,
saying the same thing.

JESUS PRAYS FOR THREE HOURS

MARK 14

35. Then He went forward a
little, dropped to the ground,
and prayed that, if it were pos-
sible, the hour might pass from
Him.
36. And He said, 'Abba, Fa-
ther, all things are possible
with You. Remove this cup
from Me! Yet not what I will,
but whatYouwill."
37. Then He came and found
them sleeping. And He said to
Simon Peter, 'Are you sleep-
ing? Were you not able to
watch one hour?
38. Watch and pray, so that you
do not enter into temptation.
The spirit truly is willing, but
the flesh is weak."
39. And again He went away
and prayed, saying the same
thing.
40. And when He retumed, He
again found them sleeping, for
their eyes were heavy; and they
did not know what to answer
Him.

LUKE22
41. And He withdrew from
them about a stone's throw;
and falling to His knees, He
prayed,
42. Saying, "Father, if You are
willing to take away this cup
from Me - ; nevertheless, not
My wil l ,  but Your wil l  be
done."
43. Then an angel from heaven
appeared to Him, strengthen-
ing Him.
44. And being in agony, He
prayed more earnestly. And
His sweat became as great
drops of blood falling down to
the ground.
45. And after rising up from
prayer, He came to Flis dis-
ciples and found them sleep-
ing for grief.
46. Then He said to them,"Why are you sleeping? Rise
up and pray, so that you do not
enter into temptation."

335. THE LORD'S PRAYER

JOHN 17

l. Jesus spoke these words, and lifted up His eyes to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has
goTe; glorifyYour own Son, so thatYour Son may also glorifyYou;
2. S-1ncg You lave given Him authority over all flesh, in order that He may give eternal life
to all whomYou have siven Him.
3. For this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ,
WhomYou did send.
{. t hqve glorifiedYou on the earth. I have finished the work thatYou gave Me to do.
5. And now, Fathea glorify Me withYour own self, with the glory that Ihad withYou before
the world existed.
6. I have manifestedYour name to the men whomYou have qiven Me out of the world. Thev
were Yours, and You have given them to Me, and they havJkept Your Word.
Z. No* they have known that all the things thatYou have given Me are fromYou.
8. fo1 I have given them the words that You gave to Me; and they have received them and
truly have known that I came fromYou; and they have believed thatYou did send Me.
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JOHN 17

?.-I up praying for them; I am not praying for the world, but for those whomYou have given
Me, for they are Yours.
10. All Mine are Yours, and all Yours are Mine; and I have been glorified in them.
11. And I am no longer.in_the world, but these are in the world,"and I am coming toYou.
Holy Fathe.,_89"p them inYour name, those whomYou have given Me, so that the! may be
one, even as We are one.
12. When I was with them in the world, I kept them inYour name. I protected those whom
You have given Me, and not one of them has perished except the son of perdition, in order
that the Scriptures might be fulfilled."
13. But now I am coming to You; and these things I am speakingwhile yet inthe world, that
they may have My joy fulfilled within them.
14. I have given themYour words, and the world has hated them, because they are not of the
world, just as I am not of the world.
15. I d-o not.pray thatYou would take them out of the world, but thatYou would keep them
from the evil one.
16. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.
17. Sanctify them in Your truth;Your Word is the truth.
18. Even as You did send Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.
19. And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, so that they also may be sanctified in Your truth.
20. I do not pray for these only, but also for those isho shalibelieve in Me through their
word;
2l.That they all ma_y be one, even as You, Father, are inMe, and I inYou; that they also may
be one in Us, in order that the world may believe that You did send Me.
2.2. And I have given_them the glory thatYou gave to Me, in order that they be may one, in
the same wav that We are one.
23.I in thqry, and You i! iul", that they may be perfected into one; and that the world may
know that You did send Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.
Z4.Father,I desire that those whomYou have given Me may also be with Me where I am, so
that-they may behold My glory whichYou have given Me;-becauseYou did love Me before
the foundation of the worId.
25. Righteous Father, the world has not knownYou; but I have knownYou, and these have
known thatYou did send Me.
26. And I have made known Your name to them, and will be making ir known; so that the
love with whichYou have loved Me may be in them. and I in them."-

a -  Psa.  4 l :9 :  109:8

336. THE TIME OF THE BETRAYAL
APPROXIMATELY 12:30 AM

MATTHEW 26

45. Then He came to His disciples and said to
them, "Sleep on no% and take your rest. Be-
hold, the hour has drawn near, and the Son of
man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
46. Rise up! Let us be going. Look, the one
who is betraying Me is approaching."

MARK 14

41. And He came the third time. and said to
them, "Sleep on now and take your rest. It is
enough. The hour has come. Behold, the Son
of man is betraved into the hands of sinners.
42. Rise up! Let us be going. See, the one
who is betraying Me is approaching."
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337. JUDAS BETRAYS JESUS WITH A KISS

MATTHEW 26

47 . Andwhile He was
yet speaking, Judas,
one of the twelve, sud-
denly appeared, and
with him a great
crowd with swords
and clubs, from the
chief priests and el-
ders of the people.
48. Now the one who
was betraying Him
gave them a sign, say-
ing,  "Whomever  I
shall kiss, that is He.
Arrest Him!"
49. And as soon as he
came to Jesus, he said,"Hail. Rabbi." and ar-
dently kissed Him.

MARK 14

43. And immediatelv.
while He was speaf-
ing, Judas, being one
of the twelve, came up
with a great multitude
wi th swords and
clubs, from the chief
priests and the scribes
and the elders.
44. Now the one who
was betraying Him
had given them a sign,
saying, "Whomever I
shall kiss, He is the
one. Anest Him and
take Him secure ly
away."
45. And as soon as he
came up to Him, he
said, "Master, Mas-
ter." and kissed Him
ardently.

LUKE22

47 . Andwhile He was
still speaking, a crowd
suddenly appeared,
with the one who was
called Judas, one of
the twelve, going in
front of them; and he
came near to Jesus to
kiss Him.
48. But Jesus said to
him, "Judas, are you
betraying the Son of
man with a kiss?"

JOHN 18

1. After saying these
things, Jesus went out
with His disciples ro a
place beyond the win-
ter stream of Kidron,
where therewasagar-
den into which He and
His disciples entered.
2. And Judas, who
was betraying Him,
a lso knew of  the
place, because Jesus
had often gathered
there with His dis-
ciples.
3. Then Judas, after
receiving a band and
officers from the chief
priests and Pharisees,
came there with
torches and lamps and
weapons.
4.  Jesus therefore,
knowing allthe things
that were coming
upon Him, went for-
ward and sa id to
them. "Whomarevou

seeking?"
5.  They answered
Him, "Jesus the
Nazarean." Jesus said
to them, "IAM." And
Judas, who was be-
traying Him, was also
standing with them.
6. But when He said
to them, "IAM," they
went backward and
fell to the ground.
7.  Then He asked
them again, "Whom

are you seeking?"
And thev said. "Jesus

the Nazarean."
8. Jesus answered, "I

told you that I AM.
Therefore, if you are
seeking Me,  a l low
these to go theirway";

Ancient Olive Tree in the Garden of Gethsemane
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JOHN 18
9. So that the saying
might be fulf i l led
which He had said,"Of those whom You
have given Me, not
one of them have I
lost."

338. PETER CUTS OFF AN EAR OF THE HIGH PRIEST'S SERVANT -
JESUS HEALS HIM

MATTHEW 26

50. But Jesus said to
him, "Friend, forwhat
purpose have you
come?" Then they
came and laid their
hands on Jesus, and
arrested Him.
51. And one of those
with Jesus suddenly
stretched out his hand,
drew his sword, and
struck the servant of
the high priest, cutting
off his ear.
52. Then Jesus said to
him. "Put vour sword
back in itJ place; for
all who take up the
sword shall die by the
sword.
53. Don't you realize
that I have the power
to call upon the Father
at this time, and He
will furnish Me with
more than twelve le-
gions of angels?
54. Buthow then shall
the Scriptures be
fulfilled? For this is
ordained to be"
55. At that point Jesus
said to the crowd,"Have you come out
to take Me with
swords and clubs, as
againstarobber? I sat
day after day with
you, teaching in the
temple, and you did
not arrest Me.

MARK 14

46. Then they laid
their hands on Him
and arrested Him.
47 . But a certain one
of those standing near
drew out a sword and
struck the servant of
the high priest, cutting
off his ear.
48 .  And  Jesus  an -
swered and said to
them. "Have vou
come out to take-Me
wi th swords and
clubs,  as against  a
thief?
49. I was with you
daily, teaching in-the
temple, and you did
not arrest Mq'butthis
is done so that the
Scr ip tures may be
fulfilled."

LUKE22
49. And when those
who were with Him
saw what was about to
happen, they said to
Him, "Lord, shall we
strike with the
sword?"
50. Then a certain one
of them struck the ser-
vant of the high priest
and cut off his right
ear.
51  .  Bu t  Jesus  an -
swered and sa id,"Tha t  i s  enoush ! "
Then He touched his
ear and healed him.
52. And Jesus said to
those who had come
out against Him, the
chiefpriests and cap-
tains of the temple and
elders.  "Have vou
come out as asainst a
thief, with swo-rds and
clubs?
53. When I was with
you dai ly  in  the
temple, you did not
stretch outyourhands
against Me; but this is
your hour, and the
power of darkness."

JOHN 18

10. Then Simon Peter,
who had a sword,
drew it out and struck
the servant of the high
priest. and cut off his
right ear. And the
servant's name was
Malchus.
I l. But Jesus said to
Peter, "Putyour sword
into the sheath; shall I
not drink the cup that
the Father has siven
Me?"
l2.Thenthe band and
the chief captain and
the off icers of the
Jews took hold of
Jesus,  and bound
Him;
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339. ALL WAS DONE TO FULFILL PROPHECY

MATTHEW 26

56. But all this has happened so that the Scrip-
tures of the prophets might be fulfilled." Then
all the disciples forsook Him and fled.

MARK 14

50. Then they all forsook Him and fled.
51. Now a certain young man was following
Him, having a lineri clot[ wrapped around fti]
naked body; and the young men seized him,
52. But he escaped, leaving the linen cloth be-
hind, and ran from them naked.

340.

MATTHEW 26

57. But those who had
arrested Jesusled Him
away to Caiaphas the
high priest. where the
scribes and the elders
were assembled.

LUKE22
54. And after arrestins
Him, they led Hiil
away and brought
Him into the house of
the high priest.

LAKE22

54. Now Peter was
fol lowing at a dis-
tance.
55. And when they
had kindled a fire iir
the middle of the
cour t ,  and had sat
down together, Peter
sat among them.

JOHN 18

13. And they led Him
away to Annas first;
for he was the father-
in-law of Caiaphas,
who was high priest
that year.
14 .  Now i t  was
Caiaphas who had
given counsel to the
Jews that it was prof-
itable for one man to
perish for the people.

JOHN 18

15. But Simon Peter
and the other disciple
followed Jesus. And
that  d isc ip le  was
known to the high
priest, and entered
with Jesus into the
co.urt of the high
pnest.
16. But Peter stood
outside at the door.
Then the other dis-
ciple, who was known
to the h igh pr iest ,
went out and spoke to
the doorkeeper, and
brousht Peter in.

JESUS IS LED AWAY TO THE PRIEST'S HOUSE

MARK 14

53.  Then they led
Jesus away to the high
priest. And all the
chief priests and the
elders and the scribes
assembled with him.

34r.
MATTHEW 26

58.  And Peter  fo l -
lowed Him from a dis-
tance, even to the
cour t  o f  the h igh
priest: and after going
inside, he sat down
with the officers to see
what would be the
end.

MARK 14

54. Now Peter fol-
lowed at a distance, all
the way to the court of
the high priest; and he
was sitting inside with
the offrcers and warm-
ing himself at the fire.

PETER FOLLOWS THEM INTO THE COURTYARD
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JOHN 18

18. Now the servants
and the officers had
made a fire, for it
was cold; and they
were standing there
warming themselves,
and Peter was also
standing andwarming
himself.

342. ANNAS QUESTIONS JESUS AND SENDS HIM TO CAIAPHAS

JOHN 18
19. Then the high priest questioned Jesus concerning His disciples and concerning His
teachings.
20. Jesus answered hir.n, 'jI spo\e openly to tf9 world; I always taught in the synagogue and
lq tlrg-.temple, where lhe {eyl qhyays aisemble, and I spoke nothiig in secrel.
,Zt ' Wn1 doyou. question Me? Ask lhose who have heard what I spo[e to them; behold, they
know what I said."

APPROXIMATELY 2 AM

JOHN 18
22.But after He said these things, one of the officers who was standing by slapped Jesus on
lle {ace. saying, "D9 You 4lqwer the high priest in rhat way?"
23. Jesus answered him, "If I have spok?n^evil, testify of the evil; but if well, why do you
strike Me?"
24. Then Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas, the high priest.

Herod's Palace and Courtyard - Model City Jerusalem

289



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus Christ

PASSOVER DAY NISAN 14 - WEDNESDAY MORNING, APRIL 5 - 30 AD
343. THE CHIEF PRIESTS ILLEGALLY CONDEMN JESUS

MATTHEW 26

59. Now the chief priests and
the e lders and the whole
Sanhedrin soueht false evi-
dence against lesus, so that
they might put Him to death;
60. But they did not frnd any.
Although many false witnesses
came forward. thev did not find
any evidence.
61. Then at the last, two false
witnesses came forward and
said, "This man said,'I have
th,e powerto destroy the temple
of God. and to rebuild i t ' in
three days.'"
62. And the high priest rose up
and saidto Hiir, iHaveYou nb
answer for what these are tes-
tifying againstYou?"
63. But Jesus was silent. And
the high priest answered and
s,aid.to Him. "I adjure You by
the living Cod thai You tell us
if You are the Christ, the Son
of God."
64. Jesus said to him, "You
have said ir. Moreover. I sav
to you, in the future you shail
see the Son of man sittins at
the ight hand of power, 

-and

coming in  the c louds of
heaven." You have now heard
His blasphemy.u
65. Then the high priest ripped
his garments. saying, "He has
blasphemed! Why do we need
any more witnesses? Behold,
66. What do you think?" They
answered and said, "He is de-
serving of death!"
67. Then they spit in His face
and hit Him with the fist, and
some struck Him with rods,
68. Saying, "Prophesy to us,
Christ. Who is the one that
struckYou?"

MARK 14

55. And the chief priests and
the whole Sandhedrin were ffy-
ing to find testimony againit
Jesus, to put Him to death;but
they did notfrnd any.
56. For many bore false wit-
ness against Him, but their tes-
timonies did not agree.
57. And some rose up and bore
false witness againstHim, say-
lng,
58. "We heard Him say, 'I will
destroy this temple mide with
hands, and in three days I will
build another made without
hands."'
59. But neither did their testi-
monies agree with one another.
60. Then the high priest stood
up in the center and questioned
Jesus, saying, "HaveYou noth-
ing to say in answer to what
these are testifying against
You?"
61. But He remained silent and
answered nothing. Aeain the
high priest ques-tione-d Him,
and said to Him, 'AreYou the
Chr is t ,  the Son of  the
Blessed?"
62. And Jesus said, "I AM.
And you shall see the Son of
man sitting attheighthand of
power, and coming with the
clouds of heaven."u
63. Then the high priest ripped
his garments and said. "What

furt[er need do we have of wit-
nesses?
64. You have heard the blas-
phemy ! What is your verdict?"
And they all condemned Him
to be deservins of death.
65. Then somdbegan to spit on
Him, and to cover His face and
strike Him with the fist. sav-
ing to Him, "Prophesy!" Arid
the officers struck Him with the
palms of their hands.

LUKE22
63. Then the men who were
holding Jesus mocke dHim and
beat Him.
64. And after coverins His
head, they repeatedly {truck
His face and asked Him. sav-
ing, "Prophesy! Who is it th-at
struckYou?"
65. And many otherthings they
blasphemously said against
Him.

KidronValley

Hills Around Jerusalema - Psa. 1 10: 1; Dan. 7:9-14
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344. PETER DENIES JESUS THREE TIMES

MATTHEW 26
69. Now Peter was sit-
t ing outs ide in  the
cour t ;  and a maid
came to him, saying,"You also were with
Jesus the Galilean."
70. But he denied ir
before everyone, say-
ing,  " I  don ' t  know
what you are talking
about."
71. And after he went
out into the porch, an-
other maid saw him
and said to  those
there, "This man was
also with Jesus the
Nazarean."
72.Then again he de-
nied it with an oath,
saying, "I do not know
the man."
73. After a little while,
those who were stand-
ing by came to Peter
and said, "Truly, you
also are one of them,
for even your speech
shows that yotJ are."
74,Then he began to
curse and to swear,
saying, "I do not know
the man." And imme-
diately a cock crowed.

MARK 14
66. Now Peter was in
the court below: and
one of the maids of the
high priest came,
67. And saw Peter
warming himself;and
after looking at him,
she said, "Now you
were with Jesus the
Nazarene."
68. But he denied ir,
saying, "I do notknow
Him or even under-
stand what you are
saying." And he went
out onto the porch,
and a cock crowed.
69. Then the maid saw
him again and began
to say to those who
were standing by,"This is one of them."
70. And again he de-
nied ir. And after a
little while, those who
were standing by
again said to Peter,"Trulv vou are one of
them. fbr vou are in-
deed a Galilean, and
your speech confirms
i t ; '
71. Then he began to
curse and to swear,
saying, "I do not know
this man of Whom
you are speaking."

LAKE.22

56. And a certain maid
saw him sitting by the
light; and after look-
ing athimintently, she
said, "Now this one
was with Him."
57. But Peter denied
Him, saying, "Woman,

I do not know Him."
58. And after a little
while, another saw
him and said, "You

also are one of them."
But Peter said, "Man,

I am not."
59. Now after about
an hour had passed, a
certain other man
strongly aff irmed,
saying, "In truth, this
one a lso was wi th
Him, for he also is a
Galilean."
60. And Peter said,"Man, I do not know
what you are talking
about." And immedi-
ately, while he was yet
speaking,  the cock
crowed.
61.  Then the Lord
turned and looked at
Peter; and Peter re-
membered the word
of the Lord. how He
had said to him, "Be-

fore the cock crows,
you shall  deny Me
three times."

JOHN 18
17.  Then the maid
who was the door-
keeper said to Peter,'Are you not also a
disciple of this man?"
He said, "I am not."
25. Now as Simon Pe-
ter was standins and
warTrung tumself, they
said to him,'Are you
not also one of His
disciples?" He denied
it,  and said, "I am
not."
26. One of the ser-
van ts  o f  t he  h igh
priest, being a kins-
man of the one whose
ear Peter had cut off,
said. "Didn't I see vou
in the sarden with
Him?" 

-.

21. Then Peter asain
denied it; and im"me-
diately a cock crowed.
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APPROXIMATELY 3:30 - 4:30 AM

MATTHEW 26
75. And Peter remem-
bered the words of
Jesus, Who had said to
him, "Beforethe cock
crows, you shall deny
Me three times." And
he went out and wept
bitterly.

MATTHEW 27
l. Now when mornins
came. al l  the chieT
priests and the elders
of the people took
counsel against Jesus,
so that they might put
Him to death.
2. And after bindins
Him, they led, Hifr
away and delivered
Him up to Pontius
Pilate, the governor.

MARK 14
12.  And the cock
crowed the second
time. Then Peter re-
membered the words
that Jesus had spoken
to him: "Before the
cock crows twice. vou
shall deny Me three
times." And when he
thought about this, he
wept.

MARK 15
l. Now as soon as it
was morning,  the
chief  pr iests  took
counsel with the el-
ders and the scribes
and the whole San-
hedrin; and after
binding Jesus, they
led Him away and
delivered Him tp to
Pilate.

LUKE22
62. And Peter went
outs ide and wept
bitterly.

APPROXIMATELY 5:30 - 6AM
345. THE SANHEDRIN CONDEMNS JESUS

AND SENDS HIM TO PILATE
LUKE22

66. Now as soon as it
was day, the elders of
the people assembled
together, withboththe
chief priests and the
scribes. and thev led
Him in to ihe i r
Sanhedrin, saying,
67. "If You are the
Christ, tell us." And
He said to them, "If I
should tell you, you
would notbelieve Me
at all;
68. And if  I  should
also ask you,  you
would not answer Me
at all, nor let Me go.
69. Hereafter shall the
Son of man be sittins
atthenghthand of thE
power of God."u
70. And they all said,"ThenYou are the Son
of God?" AndHe said
to them, "I am the one
that you say."
71. Then they said,"What need do we
have of any other wit-
ness? For we our-
se lves have heard
fromHis ownmouth."

JOHN 18
28. Now then. thev led
Jesus from Caiairhas
into the judgment hall,
and it was early. But
they did not go into
the judgment hall, so
that they would not be
defiled, but that they
might eat the Pass-
over.

Old JerusalemWall
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LUKE 23

l. And the entire as-
sembly of them rose
up and led Him to
Pilate.

346. JUDAS REPENTS AND HANGS HIMSELF -
THE CHIEF PRIESTS BUY POTTER'S FIELD

MATTHEW 27

3. Now when Judas, who had betrayed Him,
saw that He was condemned, he chinsed his
mind and returned the thirty pieces of sTlver to
the chief priests and the eldeis, saying,
4. "I have sinned and have betrayedlnnocent
blood." But they said, "What is tiat to us? You
see to it."
5. And after throwing down the pieces of silver
il qhe temple, he went out and hanged himself.
6. Eut the chief priests took the pietes of silver
and said, "It is not lawful to put them into the
treasury since it is the price of blood."
7. And after taking counsel, they bought a
potter's field with the pieces of silver, 

-for 
a

burial ground for strangers.
8. Therefore that field was called The Field of
Blood to this dav.
9. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by
Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 'And ftook thb
ltltty pieces of silver, ihe-price of Him on
Whom a price was set,IMhom they of rfte sons
oflsrael set a price on,b
10. And gave them for the field of the potter, as
the Lord had directed me."b

ACTS 1

15. And in those days Peter stood up in the
middle of the disciples, (the number oT names
tog-ether was about one hundred and twenty,)
and said,
16. Men and brethren. it was necessarv that t
his scripture be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit
by the mouth of David spoke before, concern-
ing Judas, who became a guide to those who
arrested and took Jesus.u
17. Because he was numbered with us, and had
obtained apartin this ministry.
18. Now this man purchased a field with the
reward of iniquity; and after falling headlong,
he burst asuridei in the middle, ind all his
bowels gushed out.
19. And it was known to everyone dwelline in
Jerusalem; so as that field wls called in tfieir
own language, Aceldama, that is to say, The
field of blood.

a - Psa. 41:9 b -Zech. l l :13
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347. JESUS IS CONDEMNED BEFORE PILATE -
HE QUESTIONS JESUS

MATTHEW 27

1 l. Then Jesus stood
before the governor;
and the governor
questioned Him, say-
ing, "AreYou the King
of the Jews?" And
Jesus said to him, "-ft

is as You said."
12. And when He was
accused by the chief
priests and the elders,
He answered nothins.
13. Then Pilate said i-o
Him, "Don'tYou hear
how many things they
testify against You?"
14. And He did not
answer even one word
to him, so that the
governor was greatly
amazed.

MARK 15

2. And Pilate asked
Him, "Are You the
King of the Jews?"
AndHe answeredand
said to him, "It is as
vou sav."
3.  A id the ch ief
pr iests  were vehe-
mently accusing Him.
4. Then Pilate asked
Him again, saying,"Have You no an-
swer? See how many
things they are testify-
ing against You."
5. But Jesus did not
say anything at all,
so that  P i la te was
astonished.

LUKE23

2. And they began to
accuse Him, saying,"We found this man
subverting the nation
and forbidding to give
tr ibute to Caesar,
claimins that He
Himself-is Christ, a
King."
3.  But  P i la te ques-
tioned Him, saying,'Are You the Kins of
the Jews?" And-He
answered andsaid,"lt
i,s aJ vou sav."
4. Th'en Pilite said to
the chief priests and
the crowds, "I f ind
nothing blameworthy
in this man."

JOHN 18

29. Therefore, Pilate
came out to them and
said, "What accusa-
t ion do you bring
asainst this man?"
3b. they answered
and said to him, "If He
were not an evildoer,
we would not have
delivered Him up to
vou.

348. PILATE SENDS JESUS TO HEROD
LUKE 23

,5. B.ut they_were insistent, saying, "He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all of Judea,
beginning from Galilee even to here."
6. And when he heard Galilee named, Pilate asked whether the man were a Galilean;
7. And after determining that He was from Herod's jurisdiction, he sent Him toHerod, since
he also was in Jerusalem in those days.
8. And when Herod saw Jesus, he rejoiced greatly; for he had long been desiring to see Him,
because he had heard many things about Him, and he was hoping to see a miracle done by
Him.
?.An4 he questioned Him with many words; but He answered him nothing.
19.4]t the while, the chief priests and the scribes stood vehemently accusing Him.
1 1. Then Herod and his soldiers treated Him with contempt; and affer mocking Him,he put
a splendid robe on Him and sent Him back to Pilate.
12. And on that same day, Pilate and Herod became friends with each other. because before
there was enmity betwe6n them.
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349. PILATE FINDS JESUS INNOCENT

LUKE 23
13. And when Pilate had called tosether the
chief priests and the rulers and the plople,
14. He said to them, "You brought fhis man to
me as one who was turning away the people;
and behold, I have examinei Hiiinyour p.es-
ence and have found nothing blameworthy in
this man concerning the acclsation which you
bring against Him;
15. Nor even has Herod; for I sent you to him,
and observe, nothing worthy of death was done
bv Him.

JOHN 18

31. Then Pilate said to them, "You take Him
and judge Him according to your own law." But
the Jews said to him, "It is not lawful for us to
put anyone to death";
32. So that the sayinq of Jesus mieht be ful-
llled, which He hid ipoken to signiTy by whar
death He was about to die.
33. Then Pilate returned to rhe iudsment hall
and called Jesus, and said to Hini, "Are You the
King of the Jews?"
34. Jesus answered him. "Do vou ask this of
ygu_rqelf, or did others say ir to you concerning
Me?"
35. Pilate answered Him, 'Am I a Jew? The
chief priests and your own nation have deliv-
eredYou up to me. What haveYou done?"
36. Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this
world. If My kingdom were of this world, then
wguld My servants fight, so that I might not be
delivered upJo the Jews. However, My king-
dom is not of this world." 

-

37. Pilate therefore answered Him, "ThenYou

are a king?" Jesus answered, "As you say, I am
a king. For this purpose I was born, and for
this reason I came into the world, that I may
bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is oT
the truth hears My voice."
38. Pilate said to Him, "What is truth?" And
after saying this, he went out again to the Jews
and said to them, "I do not find any fault in
Him.

350. PILATE RELEASES BARABBAS AND CRUCIFIES JESUS - 8 AM

MATTHEW 27

15. Now at the feast,
the governor was ac-
customed to release
one prisoner to the
multitude, whomever
they wished.
16. And they had at
that time a notorious
p r i s o n e r  c a l l e d
Barabbas.

MARK 15

6. Now at the feast he
customarily released
to them one prisoner,
whomeverthey asked.
7. And there was one
called Barabbas, who
was beins held in
chains with-those who
had made insurrection
andwho had commit-
ted murder durins the
insurrection.

LUKE 23

16. Therefore, after I
chastise Him, I will
release Him."
17. Now o/necessity,
he had to release one
to them at the feast.
18. But they all cried
out at once, saying,'Away with this man,
and release Barabbas
to us."

JOHN 18

39. And it is a custom
with you that I release
one to you at the Pass-
over. Do you then de-
sire that I release the
King of the Jews to
you?"
40.  But  they a l l
shouted again,saying," N o t  t h i s  o n e ,
but Barabbas." Now
Barabbas was a
robber.
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350. PILATE RELEASES BARABBAS AND CRUCIFIES JESUS - 8 AM

MATTHEW 27

17. Therefore, when
they had gathered to-
gether, Pilate said to
them. "Whom do vou
desire thatheleaieto
you? Barabbas, or
Jesus Who is called
Christ?"
18. For he understood
that they had delivered
Him up because of
envy.
19. Now as he sat on
the judgment seat. his
wife sent amessageto
him,  say ing,  "Let

there be nothing be-
tween you and that
righteous man, for I
have suffered many
things today in 

"a

dream because of
Him."
20.  But  the ch ief
priests and the elders
persuaded the multi-
tudes to  demand
Barabbas, and to de-
stroy Jesus.
21. Then the sovernor
answered anV said, to
them, "Which of the
two do you desire that
I release to you?" And
they said, "Barabbas."

22.Pilate saidtothem,"What then shall I do
w i th  Jesus  Who  i s
called Christ?" They
all said to him. "Let

Himbe crucified!"
23. And the sovernor
said. "Whv7 What
evil did He commit?"
But they shouted a//
the more, saying, "Let

Himbe crucified!"

MARK 15

8. Then the multitude
began to shout aloud,
urging Pilate to do as
he had always done
for them.
9.  And Pi la te an-
swered them, saying,"Do you desi re to
have me release the
King of the Jews to
you?"
10. For he knew that
the chief priests had
delivered Him up be-
cause of envy.
11 .  Bu t  t he  ch ie f
priests stirred up the
crowd to ask him to
release Barabbas to
them instead.
12. And again Pilate
answered, saying to
them, "What then
would you have me do
with Him Whom you
cal l  K ing of  the
Jews?"
13. And again they
shouted,  "Cruc i fy

Him!"
14. Then Pilate said to
them, "What evil then
did He commit?" But
they shouted all the
more, "CrucifyHim!"

LUKE 23
19. He was the one
who had been cast
into prison on account
of makins a certain in-
surrectioi in the citv.
and committing mw-
der.
20. Therefore, Pilate
again called to them,
wishing to  re lease
Jesus.
2l.Butthey kept cry-
ing out, saying, "Cru-

cify Him, crucify
Him!"
22.Andathird timehe
said to  them, "But

whatevil didthisman
commit? I have not
found any cavse wor-
thy of death in Him.
Therefore, after chas-
tising Him, I will re-
lease Him."
23.But they were ur-
gent with loud voices,
asking for Him to be
crucified. And their
vo ices,  and those
of the chief priests,
prevailed.
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PASSOVER DAy NISAN 14 - WEDNESDAY MORNTNG, APRIL s - 30 AD
351. PILATE WASHES HIS HANDS IN A SHOW OF INNOCENCY

MATTHEW 27

J4. Norv Pilate, seeing that he was accomplishing nothing, but that a riot was developing
instead, took water andwashed ftis hands before the multitude, saying, o'I am guiltless oittre
blood of this righteous man; you see to it."
25. And all the people answered and said, "His blood be onus and on our children."

352. PILATE RELEASES BARABBAS -
JESUS IS BBATEN AND SCOURGED

MATTHEW 27
26. Then he released
Barabbas to them;but
after scourging Jesus,
he delivered Him up
so that He might be
crucified.
27. Then the gover-
nor's soldiers, after
taking Jesuswiththem
into the Praetorium,
gathered the entire
band against Him;
28. And they stripped
Him and put a scarlet
cloak around Him.
29. And after platting
a crown of thorns.
they put  i r  on His
head, and a rod in His
right hand; and bow-
rng on their knees be-
fore Him, they
mocked Him, saying,"Hai l ,  K ing of  the
Jews!"
30. Then, after spit-
ting on Him, they took
the rod and struck
Him on the head.
31. When thev were
done mockin! Him,
they tookthe cloakoff
Him; andtheyputHis
own sarments on Him
and Fd Him awav to
crucify Him.

MARK 15
15. So Pilate, willing
to do whatever would
satisfy the crowd, re-
leased Barabbas to
them. And after he
had scourged Jesus,
he delivered Him up
to be crucified.
16. Then the soldiers
led Him away into the
court, which is named
the Praetorium, and
they called together
the whole band.
17.  And they put  a
purple robe on Him;
and after weavins a
crown of thoms, tltey
put it on Him;
18. And they began to
salute Him, saying,"Hail,  King of the
Jews!"
19. Then thev struck
His head with a rod,
and spit on Him; and
kneeling down, they
bowed in worship to
Him.
20. And when thev
hadfinished mockin!
Him, they took the
purple robe off Him
and put His own gar-
ments on Him; and
they led Him out to
crucify Him.

LAKE23
24. Then Pilate de-
creed that their re-
quest be granted.
25. And he released to
them the one whom
they had asked for,
who on account of in-
surrection and murder
had been cast  in to
prison; but he deliv-
ered Jesus up to their
will.

JOHN 19
1. Then Pilate there-
fore took Jesus and
scourged Him.
2. And after platting a
crown of thorns, the
soldiers pu;t it on His
head; and they threw
a purple cloak over
Him,
3.  And said,  "Hai l ,

K ing of  the Jews!"
And they slapped Him
withthepalms of their
hands.
4. Then Pilate went
out again and said to
them, "Behold,Ibring

Him out to you, so that
you may know that I
do not find any fault in
Him."
5.AndthenJesus went
out, wearing the
crown of thorns and
the purple cloak; and
he said to them, "Be-

hold the man!"
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PASSOVER DAy NrSAN 14 - WEDNESDAY MORNING, ApRrL 5 _ 30 AD

353. PILATE HAS SECOND THOUGHTS ABOUT CRUCIFYING JESUS

JOHN 19

6. But when the chief priests and the officers saw Him, they cried aloud, saying, "Crucify
Him, crucify Himl" Pilate said to them, "You take Him antl crucify Him,b6,cause I do not
find any fault in Him."
7 .The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and according to our law it is mandatory that He
die, because He made Himself the Son of God."
8. Therefore, when Pilate heard this saying, he was even more afraid.
9. And he went into the judgment haf a{ain, and said to Jesus, "Where have You come
from?" But Jesus did not eive him an answer.
10. Then Pilate said to Hi;1, "Why don't You speak to me? Don't You know that I have
authority to crucify You, and authority to release You?"
11. Jesus answered, "You would not have any authority against Me, if it were not given to
you_from above._ For this reason, the one who delivered Me to you has the greater Jin."
12. Because of this saying, Pilate sought to release Him; but th-e Jews cried-out, saying, "If
you release this rnan, you are not a friend of Caesar. Everyone who makes himseif a-king
speaks against Caesar."
13. Therefore, after hearing_this saying, Pilate had Iesus led out, and sat down on the judg-
ment seat at aplace called Pavement; but in Hebrew, Gabbatha.
14. (Now it was the preparation of the Passover, and about the sixth hour.) And he said to the
Jews. "Behold vour Kins!"
_15. But they cri-ed aloudi'Away, away with Him! Crucify Him!" Pilate said to them, "Shall
I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "we-have no king but Caesar."

JerusalemWall
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A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Lrfe of Jesus Christ

PASSOVER DAY NISAN 14 - WEDNESDAY MORNING, APRIL 5 - 30 AD
354. THE SOLDIERS LEAD JESUS AWAY TO BE CRUCIFIED.

AND MAKE SIMON OF CYRENE CARRY HIS CROSS

MATTHEW 27

32. Now as they came
out, they found a
Cyrenean man named
Simon: andthev com-
pelled him to carry
His cross.
33. And after comins
to a p lace ca l led
Golgotha, which is
ca l led Place of  a
Skull,

MARK 15

21. Then they com-
pelled one who was
passing by coming
from a field, Simon
the Cyrenean, the fa-
ther of Alexander and
Rufus. to carry His
cross.
22. And they brought
Him to the p lace
named Golgotha;
which is, being inter-
preted, "The Place of
a Skull."

LUKE 23
26. And as they led
Him away, they laid
hold on a certain
C y r e n i a n  n a m e d
Simon, who was com-
ing from a field; and
they put the cross on
him, that he might
carry it behind Jesus.
21. And fol lowins
Him was a sreat mull
titude of people with
many women. who
also 

-were 
bewailine

and lamenting Him. 
-

28. ButJesus turned to
them and said,"Daughters of Jerusa-
lem, do not weep for
Me;  but  weep for
yourselves and for
your children.
29. For behold, the
days are coming in
which they shall say,'Blessed are the bar-
ren, and the wombs
that did not bear. and
thebreasts that did not
give suck.'
30. Then shall they
begin to say to the
mountains, 'Fall on
us'; and to the hills,'Cover us.'u
31 .  Fo r  i f  t hey  do
these things in the
green tree, what shall
take place in the dry?"

a - Hos. l0:8; Isa. 2:10-12
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JOHN 19

16. Therefore, he then
delivered Him up to
them so that He might
be crucified. And they
took Jesus and led
Him awav.
17. And He went out
bearins His own cross
to the flacecalledThe
Place of  a  Skul l ,
which in Hebrew is
called Golgotha.

Street Scene from the Judgment Hall



34.,!hgV.gave Him vinegar mingle-d wilh g,al! 23. And they gave Him wine to drink, mixed
to drink; but after tasting it, He would not driik.u with myrrh;b,it He did nor take rr.

a-Psa.69:21

A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus christ

PASSOVER DAY NISAN 14 - WEDNESDAY MORNING, APRIL 5 - 30 AD
APPROXIMATELY 9 AM - 12 NOON

355. JESUS REFUSES WINE AND MYRRH
(VINEGARAND GALL) - THEY CRUCIFY HIM

MATTHEW 27 MARK 15

356. THE SOLDIERS CAST LOTS FOR HIS GARMENTS -
JESUS ASKS THE EATHER TO FORGIVE THEM FOR CRUCIFYING HIM

MATTHEW 27

35. And when thev
had crucif ied Him,
they divided His gar-
ments by casting lots;
so that ir might be ful-
filled which was spo-
ken by the prophet."They divided My
garments among
themselves, and for
My vesture thev cast
lots."u
36. And they sat down
there to keep guard
over Him.

MARK 15

24. And when they
had crucif ied Him,
they divided His gar-
ments,  cast ing lo tsu
for them to sie who
would take what.
25. Now it was the
third hour when they
crucified Him.

LUKE 23

34. Then Jesus said,"Father, forgive them,
for they do not know
what they are doing."
And as they divided
His garments, they
cast lots.u

JOHN 19

23. Now the soldiers,
after they had cruci-
fied Jesus, took His
garments and made
four parts, a part for
each soldier, and the
coatalso. Butthecoat
was seamless, woven
in one piece from the
top al l  the way
throughout.
24. For this reason,
they said to one an-
other, "Let us not tear
it, but let us cast lotsu
for i t  to determine
whose it shall be"; that
the scripture might be
fulf i l led which says,"They divided My
g a r m e n t s  a m o n g
them. and thev cast
lots for Mv vesture."
The soldieis therefore
did these things.

JOHN 19

19. And Pilate also
wrote a title and put i/
on the cross; and it
was written, "Jesus

the Nazarean. the
King of the Jews."

a - Psa.22:18

357. PILATE HAS A TITLE AND ACCUSATION
WRITTEN AND PUT ON THE CROSS

MATTHEW 27
37. And they put up
over His heail His ac-
cusat ion,  wr i t ten,"This is Jesus, the
King of the Jews."

MARK 15

26. And the inscrip-
tion of His accusation
was written, "The

King of the Jews."

LUKE 23
38. And there also was
an inscript ion over
Him written in Greek
and Latin and He-
brew: "This is the
King of the Jews."
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PASSOVER DAY NISAN 14 - WEDNESDAY MORNING. APRIL 5 - 30 AD

MATTHEW 27

38. And two robbers
were crucified with
Him, one at the right
hand and one at the
left.

MARK 15

27. And with Him
they crucif ied two
robbers, one at His
right hand and one at
His left.
28. Then the scripture
was fulfilled which
says, 'And He was
numbered among the
lawbreakers."u

a-Isa.53:12

LUKE 23
32. And two other
malefactors were also
led away with Him to
be put to death.
33. And when they
came to the p lace
cal led Place of  a
Skull. there thev cru-
cif ied Him and the
malefactors, one on
the rtght and one on
the left.

JOHN 19

20. As a result, many
of the Jews read this
t i t le, for the place
where Jesus was cru-
cified was near the
citv: and it was writ-
ten in Hebrew, in
Greek and in Latin.
21 .  Then the ch ief
priests of the Jews
said to Pilate, "Do not
write, 'The King of
the Jews';but that He
said, 'I am King of the
Jews."'
22. Pilate answered,"What I have written.
I have written."

JOHN 19

18. There they cruci-
fied Him, and with
Him two others, one
on this side and one on
the other side, and
Jesus in the middle.

3s8. TWO MALEFACTORS (THIEVES) CRUCIFTED WrTH JESUS

359. THE PEOPLE, PRIESTS AND TWO THIEVES MOCKAND REVILE HIM.
DARKNESS FROM THE SIXTH HOUR TO THE NINTH HOUR

(APPROXIMATELY NOON to 3 PM)

MATTHEW 27

39. Then those who were pass-
ing by railed at Him, shaking
their heads,
40. And saying, "You Who
would destroy the temple and
rebuild ir in three davs. save
Yourself. IfYou aretie Sonof
God, come down from the
cross."

MARK 15

29. And those who were pass-
ing by railed at Him, shaking
theirheads, and saying, "".Aha,

You Who would destroy the
temple and rebuild ir in ihree
davs.
30. Save Yourself and come
down from the cross."

LUKE23

35. Now the people stood by
observ ing,  and the ru lers
among them were also derid-
tng Him, saying, "He saved
others; let Him save Himself,
if this is the Christ, the chosen
of God."

WesternWailing Wall
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PASSOVER DAY NISAN 14 - WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5 - 30 AD
MATTHEW 27

41. And in the same way also
the chief priests were mocking,
with the scribes and elders,
saying,
42. "He saved others, but He
does not have the power to save
Himself. If He is the Kins of
Israel, let Him come down i'ow
from the cross, and we will
believe Him.
43.He trusted in God: let Him
deliver Him now, if He will
have Him. For He said, 'I am
the Son of God.' "
44. And the two robbers who
were crucified with Him also
reproached Him with the same
words.
45. Now from the sixth hour
untll the ninth hour, darkness
was over all the land.

MARK 15

31. And in l ike manner the
chief priests also were mock-
ing with one another andwrth
the scribes. saying, "He saved
others, but He does not have
the power to save Himself.
32.The Christ, the King of Is-
rael! Let Him come down now
from the cross so that we may
see and believe." And even
those who were crucified with
Him reproached Him.
33. Now atthe sixthhour, dark-
ness came over all the land
antll the ninth hour:

LUKE 23

36.  And the so ld iers  a lso
mocked Him, coming near and
offering Him vinegar,
37. Anl saying, r'lf You are
the King of  the Jews.  save
Yourself."
39. Then one of the malefac-
tors who was hanging there
railed at Him, saying, "If You
are the Christ, save Yourself
and us."
40. But the other one answered
andrebuked him, saying, "Do
not even you fear God, you
who are under the same con-
demnation?
41. And we indeed justly, for
we are receiving due payment
for what we did': butihis man
did nothing wrong."
4Z.Thenhe said to Jesus, "Re-
member me, Lord, when You
come into Your kingdom."
43.  And Jesus sa id to  h im,"Truly, I tell you today, you
shall be with Me in paradise."
44. Now it was about the sixth
hour, and darkness came over
the whole land until the ninth
hour.

360. JESUS MAKES JOHN RESPONSIBLE
FOR HIS MOTHER. MARY

JOHN 19
25. AndJesus'mother stood by the cross, and His mother's sister, Mary thewife of Clopas,
and Mary Magdalene.
26. When Jesus saw Flis mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to
His mother, "Woman. behold vour son."
27.Then He said to the discifle, "Behold your mother." And from that time, the disciple
took her into his own home.
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PASSOVER DAY NISAN 14 - WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. APRIL 5 - 30 AD
APPROXIMATELY 3 PM

361. AT THE NINTH HOUR JESUS IS FORSAKEN
AND OFFERED VINEGAR -

A SPEAR IS THRUST INTO HIS SIDE AND HE DIES -
THE TEMPLE VEIL IS TORN IN TWO

MATTHEW 27

46.  And about  the
ninth hour, Jesus cried
out with a loud voice.
saying, "Eli, Eli,lama
sabachthani?" That is,"My God, My God,
why have You for-
saken Me?"u
47.And some of those
who were standins
there heard and said,"This one is calline
for Elijah."
48. And immediately
one of them ran anci,
taking a sponge, filled
irwith vinegar and put
it onastick, and gave
it toHimto drink.o
49. But the rest said,"Let Him alone! Let
us see if Elijah comes
to save Him." Then
another took a spear
and thrust it into His
side, and out came
water and blood.*
50. And after crying
out again with a loud
voice. Jesus vielded
up Ilis spirit."-
51. And suddenly the
veil of the temple was
ripped in two from top
to bottom,

MARK 15

34. And at the ninth
hour, Jesus cried with
a loud voice, saying,"Elo i ,  E lo i ,  lama
sabachthani?" which
is, being interpreted,"My God, My God,
whv have You for-
saken Me?"u
35. And after hearing
l/, some of those who
were standing by said,"Look, He is calling
for Elijah."
36. Then one ran and
filled a sponge with
vinegar,o and after
putting ir on a stick
gave it  to Him to
drink, saying, "Let

Himbe. Let us see if
Elijah comes to take
Him down."
37. And after crying
out with a loud voice.
Jesus expired.
38. And the veil of the
temple was sp l i t
in two from top to
bottom.

LUKE 23

45. And the sun was
darkened, and the veil
of the temple was split
down the middle.
46. And after crying
out with a loud voice.
Jesus said, "Father,

into Your hands I
commit My spirit.""
Andwhen He had said
these th ings,  He
expired.

JOHN 19

28. After this, Jesus,
knowing that al l
things had now been
finished, so that the
scripture might be ful-
filled. said. "I thirst."
29. Now a vessel full
of vinegar was sitting
there. And after fill-
ing a sponge with vin-
egar and putting ir on
a st ick  o/  hyssop,
they put it up to Flis
mouth.o
30 .  And  so ,  when
Jesus had received the
vinegar. He said, "lt is
finished."o And bow-
ing His  head,  He
yielded up His spirit.'
37. And after crying
out with a loud voice,
Jesus expired.
38. And the veil  of
the temple was split
in two from top to
bottom.

a*Psa .22 : l  b  -  Psa .69 :21  c  -  Psa .  31 :5  d -Psa .22 :31

xThe latter half of this verse, which begins with the words "...Then another took a spear...", has been omitted
from the King James Version. However, a majority of ancient manuscripts contain ttiis part of the verse; these
manuscripts include the codex Vaticanus and Sinaiticus. The latter part of the verse is also found in other
manuscripts that are designated by letter (L, T, Z) and by number (33, 49, 892 and l24l). Older translations
which contain the complete verse are the Moffatt translation and the Fenton translation. Newer translations
generally footnote this portion of Matthew 27:49 rather than including it in the text. The weight of evidence
indicates that the latter half of the verse is an authentic part of the Gredk text and should be iniluded in every
translation of the New Testament. The veracity of this portion of Matthew 27:49 is substantiated by the recoril
in John 19:34.
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PASSOVER DAY NISAN 14 - WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. APRIL 5 - 30 AD
362. AN EARTHQUAKE OPENS SOME GRAVES

FOR A RESURRECTION OF SOME OF THE SAINTS
TO ANOTHER PHYSICAL LIFE AS A SIGN AND A WITNESS

MATTHEW 27
51. The earth shook, and the rocks were split,
52. And the tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had died arose.
53' And after His resurreCtion, they came out of the tombs and entered into the troly clty,
and appeared to many.

363. THE CENTURION ACKNOWLEDGES THAT
JESUS WAS THE SON OF GOD

MATTHEW 27

54. Then the centurion and
those with him who had been
keeping guard over Jesus, af-
ter seeing the earthquake and
the things that took place, were
fi l led with fear, 

-and 
said,"Truly this was the Son of

God!"

MARK 15

39. Then the centurion who
stood facing Him, witnessins
the words tf,at He cried out ai
He was dying, said, "Truly this
man was the Son of God."

LUKE 23
47. Now after seeing the things
that took place, thd centuridn
glorified God, saying, "Truly,
this man was righteous."

364. THE JEWS WANT JBSUS'BODY OFF THE CROSS
BEFORE THE HOLY DAY BEGINS AT SUNSET

JOHN 19
31. The Jews therefore, so that the bodies_might not remain on the cross on the Sabbath,
because it was a.preparation day-(for that Sabdath was a high day), t"qu-rtiA o1pitate ttrai
therr legs might be broken and the bodies be taken awav.
32. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the ftit one, and the legs of the other who
was crucified with Him.
33. But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His
legs;
34. But one of the soldiers had pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and
water had come out.
35' And he who saw this has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows thatwhathe
la_ys-ls true, so that you may believe.
3,6',fgt these things-took plice so that the scripture might be fulfilled, "Not a bone of Him
snall De DroKen.'"
37. And again another scripture says, "They shall look upon Him Whom they pierced."b

a - Ex. 12:46; Num. 9:12;psa.34:20 b _Zech.12:10; Rev. l :7
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365. MANY OF THE WOMEN WATCH TO THE END

MATTHEW 2I

55. Now there were many
women who were watchins
from a distance, who had foll
lowed Jesus from Galilee, min-
istering to Him;
56. Among whom were Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James and Joses, and
the mother of the sons of
Zebedee.

MARK 15

40.Andthere were also women
who were watching from a dis-
tance, among whom was Mary
Magdalene; and also Mary the
mother of James the younger,
and of Joses and Salome;
41. Who also when He was in
Galilee followed Him and min-
istered to Him; and many oth-
ers who had come up with Him
to Jerusalem.

LUKE 23
48. And all the people who had
gathered together to this sight,
after seeing the things that took
place, returned beating their
breasts.
49. But all those who knew
Him stood off at a distance
observing these things, the
women also who had accom-
panied Him from Galilee.

Grav ey ard Along J e rus alem Wall
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PASSOVBR DAY NISAN 14 - WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5 - 30 AD
APPROXIMATELY 4:30 - 6 PM

366. JUST BEFORE SUNSET, JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA
GETS THE BODY OF JESUS AND LAYS IT IN THE TOMB

MATTHEW 2I

57. And when evenins
was coming on, a ric[
man of Arimathea
came, named Joseph.
who  was  h imse l f  a
disciple of Jesus.
58.  Af ter  go ing to
Pilate. he begged ro
have the bodv of
Jesus. Then Pilate
commanded the bodv
to be given over tb
him.
59. And after takins
the body,  Joseph
wrapped it in clean
linen cloth,
60. And placed it in
his new tomb, which
he had hewn in the
rock; and after rolling
a great stone to the
door of the tomb, he
went away.
61. But sitting there
opposite the sepulcher
were  Mary  Mag-
dalene and the other
Marv.

MARK 15

42. Now evening was
coming, and sinee it
was d preparation
(that is, the day before
a Sabbath),
43 .  Joseph  o f  A r i -
mathaea, anesteemed
member of the coun-
cil, who himself was
waiting for the king-
dom of God, came;
and he went  in  to
Pilate with boldness
and requested the
body ofJesus.
44. But Pilate won-
dered if He were al-
ready dead; and after
calling the centurion,
he questioned him,
whether He had been
dead long.
45 .  And  when  he
knew it by the report
f rom the centur ion,
he gave the body to
Joseph.
46.  Now he had
bought  f ine l inen
cloth; and after taking
Him down,  he
wrapped Him in the
linen cloth and laid
Him in a tomb which
was cut out of the
rock. Then he rolled
a stone to cover the
entrance of the tomb.
47. And Mary Mag-
dalene and Mary the
mother of Joses saw
where He was laid.

LUKE 23
50. And behold. there
came a man named
Joseph, a member of
the council ,  a good
and righteous man,
51. (He did not con-
sent to the council and
thei r  deed.)  f rom
Arimathea. a citv of
the Jews, and who was
also himself waitins
for the kinedom oT
God.
52. He, after going to
Pilate, beggedfor the
body of Jesus.
53. And after taking it
down, he wrapped it
in  l inen c lo th and
placed it  in a tomb
hewn in a rock, in
which no one had ever
been laid.
54 .  And  i t  was  a
preparation day,anda
Sabbath was coming
on.
55. And the women
also, who had come
with Him from Gali-
lee, followedand saw
the tomb, and how His
body was laid.

JOHN 19

38. Now after these
things, Joseph (the
one from Arimathea,
being a d isc ip le  of
Jesus, but having con-
cealed it for fear ofthe
Jews) asked Pilate that
he might take Jesus'
body away; and Pilate
gave him permission.
Then he came and
took awav the bodv of
Jesus.
39. And Nicodemus,
who had come to
Jesus by night at the
first, also came, bear-
ing amixture of myrrh
and a loes,  about  a
hundred pounds.
40. Then they took
Jesus '  body  and
wound i t  in  l inen
cloths with the aro-
matics, as is the cus-
tom among the Jews
to prepare for burial.
41. Now there was a
garden in the place
where He was cruci-
fied, and in the garden
a new tomb, in which
no one had ever been
laid.
42. Because of the
preparation of the
Jews. thev laid Jesus
there; for the tomb
was near.

THIS ENDS THE EVENTS OF THE PASSOVER DAY - NISAN 14
FROM SUNSET APRIL 4 TO SUNSET APRIL 5 - 30 AD

THE DAY GOD DIED!
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PART YII

JESUS'THREE DAYSAI\D THREE NIGHTS
OFENTOMBMENT

AND THE RESURRECTION
THE EXACT LENGTH OF TIME
THAT JESUS WAS IN THE TOMB

Many prophecies in the Old Testament had foretold the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. The prophet Daniel foresaw that His life would be taken (Dan. 9:26),
and both David and Isaiah described the suffering and humiliation that He would
endure before His death (Psa.22,Isa. 53). Other prophecies pointed to His resuffec-
tion to immortality (Psa. 16:10-11, Dan. 1:r3-l4,lsa. 9:6-7). However, there is no
scripture in the Old Testament that foretold the length of time that the Messiah would
be in the tomb before He was resurrected from the dead. This prophecy is found only
in the Gospel accounts, which show that it was spoken by Jesus Himself. Let us
examine Jesus Christ's own words as recorded in the Gospel of Matthew: "Then
some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, 'Master, we desire to see a sign
from You.' And He answered and said to them, 'A wicked and adulterous genera-
tion seeks after a sign, but no sign shall be given to it except the sign of Jonah the
prophet. For just as Jonah was in the belly of the whale three days and three
nights, in like manner the Son of man shall be in the heart of the earth three
days and three nights' " (Matt. 12:39-40, AT).

Jesus spoke these words because the scribes and Pharisees did not believe on
Him, nor did they believe that His works of healing were done by the power of God.
When they challenged Him to perform a miraculous sign in their presence, Jesus did
lot do so. Instead, the only sign He gave them was the sign of Jonah the prophet. The
fulfillment of this sign would be a testimony not only to that generatibn but to all
generations to come that He was the Messiah.

The vast majority of Christians today believe that Jesus was crucified and laid in
the tomb on a Friday, and that He was resuffected on Sunday morning. They have
been taught that He was not in the tomb for three days and three nights, as He had
prophesied, but for only two nights and one full day. This traditional interpretation of
Jesus' death and resurrection is completely contrary to the facts that are iecorded in
the Gospels.

Nearly all churches in the world of Christianity have misinterpreted or rejected
the Scriptural record. In its place, they have adopted an ancient Babylonian religious
tradition that predates the ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus Chriit by
thousands of years.* Various theories have been advanced in an attempt to reconcile
this ancient religious tradition with the Scriptural accounts. But the error in these
divergent speculations is clearly exposed by examining the accounts that have been
accurately recorded and faithfully preserved in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John.
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The.misinterpretations and theories_of theologians and scholars have only served
to cloud and obscure the true Scriptural facts. If we are willing to set aside tire tradi-
tions and interpretations of men, and carefully examine the SJriptural record as pre-
s.erve.d in the Gospel accounts, the truth will be opened before our eyes. We will see
that the Gospel accounts do not support the traditi,onal belief in a Go'od Friday cruci-
fixion and an EasterSun4-aV 19rynection. The facts that are recorded by thebospel
writers reveal a profoundly different time frame for the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ.

x For historical evidence of the Baby]onian practices, see The Two Babylons by Alexander Hislop and The
Golden Bough by Sir James George Frazer. 

'

The Scriptural Definition of a Day

Some have claimed that Jesus was using an idiomatic expression when He de-
clared that He would remain in the tgmb for three days and th?ee nights. They teach
that His words do not,express a definite and specifi6 length of timE, but should be
interpreted in a general sense, as referring to-parts of days-rather than to whole days.
But when we examine th^e.Sc4ptFal use oflhe term 'tay," we find that it is very
specific. The scriptures of the Old Testament show that a day consists of an evening
and.a morning (Gen. 1). An entire day has two portions: tlre night portion, whicfi
P"giT, at evening, or sunset; and the day portion,^which begins ui run.ir., or morn-
1ng. These two consecutive periods are identified as one iomplete day, reckoned
from sunset to sunset, or evening to evening (Lev.23:32, KJW.-

According to Scripturg, gach day has an average of twelve hours in the night
portion and twelve hours.T qhg day- portion, making a complete day of twenty-f6ur
hours. Jesus Himself verified that the d-ay gortion ii about 

^twelve 
hours long when

He said, 'Are there not twelve hours in the day?" (John 11:9.) Jesus also spokE of the
three watches of the night, which extended from sunset to sunrise and wer^e each four
!our9 long, making a total of twelve ho-u1s (Luke L2:36-38). There is no question
that Jesus included a full twelve hours 9f dqzlight and a full twelve hours of nigtrt in
reckoning the length of each calendar day. This Scriptural method of reckoning"time
had been used by the Hebrews for centuiies. Moreo^ver, it is clear that Jesus an-d Uis
disciples observed the Passover and the holy days of God each year according to the
determination of the Hebrew Calendar, as God had ordained. ihis is a key'fact in
understanding the exact length of time that Jesus was in the tomb.

When we examine the-four Gospel accounts, it is clear that the Gospel writers
used the Scriptural method of reckoning each day from sunset to sunset, br evening
to. evening. Beginning six-day.s befoie Jesus' last Passover until the day aftei
His resurrection, the Gospe^l writers accurately recorded all the events day by day.
Th"y took careful note of the mornings and evenings, making it poisiUte io
determine.the beginning and end of each day. The fact thlarthey meiiculbusly noted
the mornings and evenings demonstrates that these davJ were whole davs.
composed of twenty-four hours. Nowhere do the Scriptural iecords leave .oo- ioi
an interpretation of partial days or partial nights.
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An Analysis of the Phrase "Three Days and Three Nights"
in the Book of Jonah

Jesus Christ's prophecy that He would be in the grave for three days and three
nights is a direct reference to Jonah 1:17, which records Jonah's symbolic entomb-
ment in the belly of a great fish: "Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to
swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three
nights" (KJV).

The word "days" in this verse is translated from the Hebrew yom, and the word"night" is translaied from the Hebrew lailah. Notice that both of these words are
preceded by the cardinal number "th.ree," which is translated from the Hebrew shalosh.
This cardinal number is used as an adjective before the nouns "days" and "nights" to
express a specific period of time. Other Scriptural references confirm the use of
cardinal numbers to record the exact duration of a condition or event:

Gen.7:4 "seven days"
Gen.7:12 "forty days and forty nights"
Ex.10:23 "three days"
F.x.24:18 "forty days and forty nights"
Lev.l2:4 "three and thirty days"
I Sam. 30:12 "three days and three nights"
I Kings 19:8 "forty days and forty nights"

The use of a cardinal number with the terms "days" and "nights" shows that these
terms are being used in a very specific sense. The presence of the Hebrew waw (the
conjunction "and") between "days" and "nights" makes the meaning of the text even
more emphatic, limiting the duration of time to the exact number of days and nights
that are specified. By the Scriptural method of reckoning time, it takes an "evening"

and a "morning" to complete one full day (Gen. 1:5). Just as "the evening and the
morning" in Genesis I denote a whole day of twenty-four hours, so the term "a day
and a night" denotes a full day of twenty-four hours. In the same way also, the ex-
pression "three days and three nights" denotes three whole days of twenty-fourhours
each.

The Hebrew text leaves no room to interpret the expression "three days and three
nights" in Jonah l:I7 in a broad or general sense. The use of this same Hebrew
expression in I SamueI30:12 demonstrates that it is a literal period of three 24-hour
days: "...for he had eaten no bread, nor drunk water, three days and three nights"
(KJV). The following verse in I Samuel30 uses the expression "three days agone" in
reference to the period of three days and three nights. These were the words of an
Egyptian, who was accustomed to reckoning days from sunrise to sunrise. The use of
the expression "three days agone" by the Egyptian confirms that he had completed a
full three days and three nights of fasting, from sunrise on the first day until sunrise
on the fourth day. The literal meaning of "three days" in I Samuel30:13 is confirmed
by the use of the same Hebrew expression in II Samuel24:13 to describe a specific
duration of time: "three days'pestilence."

The construction of the Hebrew text does not allow the expression "three days
and three nights" in Jonah I:17 to be interpreted in any manner except the literal
sense of three 24-hour days. The Hebrew terminology cannot be interpreted as an
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idiomatic expression that is describing incomplete units of time, such as part of aday
and part of a night. To denote incomplete uniis of time, the Hebrew textirses a worb
that means "to divide." This word is not found in the expression "three days and
three nights," either in Jonah l:17 or in I Samuel 30:12. However, we do find this
word in reference to a duration of time in Daniel l2:7: "...a time. times. and half a
time." The word "half is translated from the Hebrew word meaning '?to divide."
Since this word is not used to describe the duration of time in Jonih 1:17 and I
Samuel 30:I2,it is evident that the Hebrew text is describing complete units of time -
three l2-hour days and three l2-hour nights. By testifying thai Jonah was in the
9qt1v of the_fish-"three days and three iightr,'t the Scrip"tur"r t"u"ul that a full
72 hours had elapsed before Jonah was castbut on the shoie.

The New Testament reveals that Jesus Christ was the Lord God of the Old
Testament before He became a man. He was the one Who caused the sreat fish to
swallow Jonah and descend to the bottom of the sea for a period of Time before
swimming to the shore and depositing Jonah on the land. As the Lord God, He knew
exactly 4o11lo-nS Jonah had remained in the belly of the fish, and He inspired Jonah
to record this duration of time, which was a foretype of His future burial. There is no
queslion concerning tle length of time that passed as Jonah lay in the belly of the
fish, because this fact is preserved in the scriptures of the Old Testament. Since the
Hebrew text cannot be _interpqetgd in an idiomatic sense, but must be interpreted
literally, it is clear that three whole days and three whole nights passed whilelonah
lay-in the fish's belly. l"qgt was fully aware of this faciof Scripture when He
declared to the Jews, "...in like manner the Son of man shall be in the heart of the
earth three days and three nights" (Matt. 12:40, AT).

Jesus Said That HeWould Rise Three Days After His Death

The Gospel_writers record that Jesus made specific statements to His disciples
concerning the length of time that He would be in the tomb and when He would be
resurrected. When these statements are put together and analyzed, the time of
His resurrection becomes unmistakably clear. Let's examine Jesus' words to His
disciples:

'And He began to teach them that it was necessary for the Son of man to suffer
ma_ny_t!1ng_t,_and to be rejected by the elders and Chief priests and scribes, and
!o be killed, but after three days to risefrom the deat'(Mark B:31, AT; see also
Matt. 16:21and Mark 9:31).

Jesus proclaimed to His disciples that He would not rise from the dead until
three days after He had been killed. The Gospel accounts record that He died at"the ninth hour," or 3 PM in the afternoon on the Passover day, Nisan 14, which fell
on Wednesday, April 5, in 30 AD (Matt. 27:46 and Mark t5.Z+1.

Jesus' statement that He would rise three days after He had died is most sig-
nificant. According 1o Jewish law, to be declared legally dead, a person had to 6'e
dead for more than three full days. If someone who appelred to be bead revived and
came Pu.Flg life-prior_to three full days, he or she *as not legally deemed to have
been dead. Therefore, if Jesus had risen from the dead before 3 PM on the afternoon
of Nisan 17, aweekly Sabbath, He would not have been considered legally dead. As
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a result, His return to life would not have been considered a true resurrection from
the dead.

Knowing this fact, we can understand why Jesus delayed going to Lazarus in the
account in John 11. Jesus knew thatLazarus was sick unto death, but He deliberately
remained where He was for two more days (John I 1:6). He knew thatLazarus wouli
not legally be considered dead until he had been dead for four days. When Lazarus
was legally dead, Jesus went to resurrect him from the grave. Notice the account of
his resurrection: "Jesus said, 'Thke away the stone.' Martha, the sister of him who
had died' said to Him, 'Lord, he already stinks, for it has been four days.'Jesus
said to her, 'Did I not say to you that if you will believe, you shall see the glory of
God?'Then they removed the stonefrom the tomb where the dead man had been laid.
And Jesus lifted Flis eyes upward and said, 'Father, I thankYou thatYou have heard
Me. And I know that You hear Me always; but because of the people who stand
around I say this, so that they may believe that You did send Me.tAnd after He had
spoken these things, He cried with a loud voice ,'Lazaruq come forth.'And he who
had been dead came forth, his feet and hands bound with grave clothes, and his
9.-. bgll4 rp with a napkin. Jesus said to them, 'Loose him and let him go' "
(John ll39-44. AT\.

LikeLazarus, Jesus had to remain dead for a minimum of three full days before
99i"g officially declared dead. If He had been crucified on a Friday and restored to
life on Sunday morning at sunrise, His death would not have been validated, since
only two nights and one day would have passed between Friday sunset and Sunday
morning. In order for His death to be publicly recognized and acknowledged, it was
necessary for Jesus to remain in the grave for three nights and three daysbefore He
was raised from the dead. The Scriptures reveal that Jesus died at the ninth hour, or
3 PM, on the Passover day, Nisan 14, and He was placed in the tomb just before
sunset at- approximately 6 PM. The Gospel of Matthew describes His burial by
Joseph of Arimathea: 'And when evening was coming on, a rich man of Arimathea
came, named Joseph, who was himself a disciple of Jesus. After going to Pilate, he
begged to have the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body tobe given over
to him. And after taking the body, Joseph [with the help of Nicodemus (John I9:39)l
wrapped it in clean linen cloth, and placed it in his new tomb, which he had hewn in
the rock; and afterrolling agreat stone to the door of the tomb, he went away" (Matt.
27:57-60, AZ). Luke records that "a Sabbath was coming on" (Luke 23i54, AT),
which means that by the time they had closed the entranceof the tomb with a huge
stone, the Sabbath was nearly upon them. Since all Sabbaths were reckoned froh
sunset to sunset, it is clear that the sun was about to set.

Both Matthew and Mark testify that Jesus died at the ninth hour, or 3 PM. Luke's
account shows that they closed the entrance to the tomb with a huge stone just before
sunset. Because the Passover is in the spring of the year when the days are twelve
hours in length, we know that the tomb was closed at about 6 PM. Since He died
about 3 PM, Jesus was dead for approximately 75 hours before He was resurrected.
The total length of time included three days (from sunrise to sunset) and three nights
(from sunset to sunrise) plus approximately three hours. Because He had been dead
for more than three days, His death was legally established. When He appeared to
His disciples three days after He had been placed in the tomb, the realiiy of His
resurrection from the dead was beyond question.
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Additional Statements of Jesus Confirm
That He Was in the Tbmb for Three Days and Three Nights

While Matthew and Mark record that He would be raised "after three days," Luke
records that He would be raised "on the third day." Notice Luke's account: "For He
shall be delivered up to the Gentiles, and shall be mocked and insulted and spit upon.
And after scourging Him, they shall kill Him; but on the third day He shattlise
again" (Luke 18:32-33, AT).

The apostle John records another statement by Jesus that He would be raised up"in three days." Jesus made this statement when the Jews confronted Him for casting
the money exchangers out of the temple and driving out the animals they were sell-
ing:''...The Jews answered and said to Him, 'What sign do You show to us, seeing
that You do these things?' Jesus answered and said to them, 'Destroy this temple-,
and in thrge days I will raise it up.'Then the Jews said, 'This temple was forty-si1
y_ears in build_4g, and You will raise it up in three days?' But He spoke concerning
the temple of His body. Therefore, when He was raised fromthe dead, His disciplei
remembered that He had said this to them; and they believed the Scriptures, and the
word that Jesus had spoken" (John 2:18-22, AT).

. The phrase "in three days" contains the Greek preposition en. This Greek prepo-
sition, which is translated "in" in John 2:19-20, can also mean "within." At first
glance, the statements "in three days" and "on the third day" appear to conflict
with the statement that He would be raised "after three days." Howis it possible for
all three of Jesus' statements to be correct?

When we understand Jesus' statements, we will find that instead of being contra-
dictory, they reveal the exact time that He was raised from the dead. Jesus made it
clear that He would be raised after He had been dead for three days. The other state-
ments, "in three days" and "on the third day," do not include the total time that He
was dead but only the time that He was buried in the tomb. The Gospel accounts
show that Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus closed the tomb just before sunset,
three hours after Jesus died on the cross. Although He was in the tomb for exactly
three days and three nights, He was dead for a longer period than that. Thus He rose
from the dead "after three days." The difference between this statement and the
statements "in three days" and "on the third day" is that these two statements refer
to His burial "in the heart of the earth three days and three nights."

When we compare all of Jesus' statements, it is evident that they place specific
limits on the time frame between His death and resurrection. Of itsam, "in three
dlVs",could mean any time on the third day, even the first minute of the third day."On the third day" could mean any time on the third day up to the last minute on the
third day. But the statement that He would "be in the heart of the earth three days
aqd thrye nights" shows that three whole days and three whole nights would pass
while He lay in the tomb.

When all of Jesus'statements are taken into consideration, there is only one mo-
ment of time to which all can apply.Here is the explanation: The end of the third day
is still "on" and "in" the third day. At the end of the third day, precisely at sunset,
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Jesus was resunected. This was the only moment of time that could fulfill all of
Jesus'prophecies concerning the time of His death, the length of time that He would
be in the tomb, and the time of His resurrection.

The Gospels record that Jesus died on the Passover day, Nisan 14, which fell on
a Wednesday in 30 AD. Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus placed Jesus' body in
the tomb and closed the entrance with a huge stone when the sun was setting at
approximately 6 PM, ending Nisan 14. Jesus was resuffected from the dead pre-
9it"1y three days and three nights later, when the sun set at the end of the weekly
Sabbath, or Saturday, Nisan 17,30 AD. As He had prophesied, He remained in the
tomb for three full days and three full nights. Jesus Christ was raised from the
dead at sunset on the weekly Sabbath, the seventh day of the week. He had
already been resurrected when the sun rose on Sunday, the first day of the week.
(Please see the chart on pages 322-323.)

Scriptural Evidence of Two Sabbaths During
the Three Days and Three Nights

According to religious tradition, Jesus was crucified on a Friday. This religious
tradition appears to be supported by the statement in John 1931that the day of His
death "was the preparation." Most have assumed that this statement refers to the
Jews'preparation for the weekly Sabbath. They fail to rcalize that the Passover day,
on which Jesus died, has always been a preparation day for the Feast of Unleavened
Bread, which immediately follows (Lev.23:4-6). The first day of this feast, Nisan
15, is observed as an annual holy day, or "high day." Like the Passover day, it may
fall on different days of the week. Regardless of which day of the week it falls on, it
is always observed as an annual Sabbath, and the day portion of the Passover is
llways used as a day of preparation. It is erroneous to interpret "the preparation" in
John 19:31 as evidence that the day of the crucifixion was a Friday.

The mistaken belief in a Friday crucifixion is based on the assumption that there
was only one Sabbath during the crucifixion week. However, the Scriptures clearly
reveal that during that week there were two Sabbaths. The first Sabbath was an an-
nual holy day, the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. The second Sabbath
was the weekly Sabbath, the seventh day of the week. Consequently, during the
week of Jesus' crucifixion there were two preparation days. The day portion of
Nisan 14,the Passover day, was the preparation day for the first day of the Feast of
Unleavened Bread, the 15th, which was an annual Sabbath. The following day, the
16th, which was a Friday, was the preparation day for the weekly Sabbath.

When we examine the Gospel of John, it is evident that the Sabbath immediately
following the day Jesus died was an annual Sabbath. Notice: "The Jews therefore,
so that the bodies might not remain on the cross on the Sabbath, because it was a
preparation day (for that Sabbath was a high day)..." (John 19:31, AT).

The term "high day" was never used to refer to the weekly Sabbath, but only to
annual Sabbaths. John's use of this term makes it clear that the Sabbath which was
about to begin was the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, Nisan 15. Mark's
account makes reference to the coming of sunset, which would bring the end of the
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preparation and the beginning of the annual Sabbath, or high day: "Now evening
was comingrand since it was d preparation, that isrthe day before a Sabbath...'.
(Mark 15:42, AT).

As the Gospel of Luke shows, this Sabbath was about to begin when Jesus was
put into the tomb: 'And it was a preparation day, and, a Sabbalh was coming on.
And the women also, who had come with Him from Galilee, followed and saw the
tomb, and how His body was laid" (Luke 23:54-55, AT).

^ T!" Gospels record the events that followed Jesus'burial. On Nisan 15, the day
after the crucifixion, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate to request that
guar-dl be assigned to watch Jesus'tomb. Because they were afraid that the disciples
would come and steal away His body, they did not hesitate to take care of their
business on the holy day (Matt. 27:62-66). While the priests and Pharisees went to
Pilate, the women who followed Jesus were observingthe annual Sabbath, as com-
manded by God. They could not buy spices on that d'ay because all the businesses
were closed in observance of the command to rest (Lev. 23:6-7). After the end of the
Sabbath, or high day, they bought spices and aromatic oils to anoint Jesus. Mark
relates this event: "Now when the Sabbath had passed, Mary Magdalene and Mary,
the mother of James, and Salome bought aromatic oils, so that they might come and
anoint Him" (Mark 16:1, AT).

ft is quite evident that the women could not have purchased the spices until after
the high day, or annual Sabbath, had ended. The high day began when the Passover
day,Nisan 14, ended at sunset. The observance of the high day, Nisan 15, lasted until
the lollowing sulset, which began Nisan 16. The women bought the spices "when
the Sabbath had passed" and prepared them on the same day-. When they had fin-
ished, they observed a second Sabbath. Notice Luke's account: 'And they returned
to the city, and prepared spices and ointments, and then rested on the Sabbath
according to the commandment" (Luke 23:56, AT).

The Gospel records concerning the buying and preparation of the spices by the
ryom9n clearly reveal the observance of two Sabbaths during the crucifixion week.
The first Sabbath, which immediately followed Jesus' crucffixion on the Passover
tr?y, t"ut Nigan 15, which was always observed as an annual Sabbath or "high day."
The second Sabbath, which fell on Nisan 17, was a weekly Sabbath, 6ecause
Nisan 17 was never observed as an annual Sabbath. Since the weekly Sabbath fell on
Nisan 17, it is obvious that the women bought the spices on Friday, Nisan 76, after
!!ey had observed Thursday, Nisan 15, as a high day. Thus the Gospel accounts place
Nisan 14, the day on which Jesus was crucified, on a Wednesday.f He was placed in
the tomb as the sun was setting on Wednesday, and remained in the tomb for three
days and three nights. He was raised from the dead on the weekly Sabbath at sunset.
No other time frame fits the testimony of the Gospel writers.

Two Women View the Tbmb Late on the Weekly Sabbath

Before the weekly Sabbath came to an end, Matthew records that Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary went to observe the tomb: "Now late on the Sabbath, as ihe first
dql of the weeks was drawing near, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to
observe the sepulcher" (Matt. 28:I, AT).Because it was still the Sabbath day. the
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women did not come to anoint His body with the spices they had prepared. Perhaps
they went to observe the tomb because they remembered Jesus' words that after
three days and three nights in the grave, He would rise from the dead.

After the two women viewed the tomb and saw that the stone that covered the
entrance was still in place, with the soldiers standing guard, they returned home for
the night. The next morning, as they were coming back to the tomb, they were won-
dering who might ro11 back the stone so that they could anoint Jesus' body: 'And

very early on the frst day of the weeks, at the rising of the sun, they were coming to
the tomb; and they were asking themselves, 'Who will ro11 away the stone for us
from the entrance to the tomb?'" (Mark 16:2-3,A2.) But when the women arrived,
they found that the stone had already been removed and the tomb was empty. The
three days and three nights had ended at sunset on the weekly Sabbath, and Jesus had
risen from the dead.

"Tbday Is the Third Day Since These Things Took Place"

Those who believe in a Sunday resurrection point to a statement in Luke 24:21 as
evidence that Jesus rose from the dead at sunrise on the first day of the week. This
statement was made by two of Jesus'disciples: "...today is the third day since these
things were done." Because this statement was made on the first day of the week,
many have assumed that Jesus rose from the dead early that morning. Let us examine
the context of the verse in question as translated in the King James Version: 'And,

behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was from
Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. And they talked together of all these things
which had happened. And it came to pass, that, while they commwed together and
reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them. But their eyes were holden
that they should not know him.

'And he said unto them, 'What manner of communications are these that ye have
one to another, as ye walk, and are sad?'And the one of them, whose name was
Cleopas, answering said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast
not known the things which are come to pass there in these days?'And he said unto
them, 'What things?'

'And they said unto him, 'Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people: and how the chief priests
and our rulers delivered him to be condemned to death, and have crucified him. But
we trusted that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all
this, today is the third day since these things were done"' (Luke 24:13-21).

*Knowledge of a Wednesday crucifixion was passed down for at least three centuries after the founding of the
apostolic church. The Didascalia,which dates from the third century, offers historical evidence that the belief
in a Friday crucifixion was a change from the original teaching. The following description of the day of Jesus'
crucifixion appears in Book V of the Apostolic Constitutions, which contains the original words of the
Didascalia:"For they began to hold a council against the Lord on the second day of the week, in the first month,
which is Xanthicus; and the deliberation continued on the third day of the week; but on the fourth day
[Wednesday] they determined to take away His life by crucifixioi' (Apostotic ionstitutions - Didascatia
Apostolorum, bookV section I, paragraph xiv).

A church historian explains the significance of this record inthe Didascalia: "...the only reason can have
been that Jesus'passion began on a Wednesday i.e., the day when He was arrested-[and crucified]"
(Lietzmann, A History of the Early Church, p.69).
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An Exegesis of Luke 24:21 Reveals the True Meaning of the ,,Third Day,'

The translation of Luke 24:21that appears in the King James Version has been
used to suppg{ the teaching_that the resurrection took place at sunrise on the first day
of the week. However, the Gospel accounts clearly show that Jesus had already risen
from the dead before the women came to the tomb at sunrise. There is no question
that Jesus was in the tomb for "three days and three nights," beginning at sunset on
le{rys{ay, Nisan 14, and ending at sunset on the weekly SiUUattr, Nisan 17, in
30 AD. Jesus rose at the end of the three days and three nights, exactly as He had
declared.

When we analyze the phrasing that is used in the Greek text, we will see that the
discip_les were not talking about that day being the "third day" since Jesus was cruci-
fied. Let us examine this verse as translated in interlinear-form by Georse Ricker
Berry from the stephens text of 1550, the same text that was used bv the Kine James
translatorsl.

qpflq 6e r1)"m(opev on o(DToq roflv o pel,l,o l,utpouoOorl Tov Ioncn1l,.
But we were hoping he it is who is about to redeem Israel
crl,l,cx oov Trcrorv routtoq rprrnv roornv npepory o(1€r or1vspov crQ 01)
but then with all these things athird 3this tduy 2brings ltoday since
TO(DTCI tl€VeTO.
these things came to pass.

In order to correctly interpret the meaning of the Greek text, we must examine
the two expressions that are underlined:

1) tprtnv tgucnv rlpepory o(.},lgr (triten tauten hemeran agei)

A. T. Robertson informs us that this expression is an idiom: "{Now the third day}
(tpttqv Jql)qv nlrtlrcr uyxt, triten taiten hemeran agei). A difficult idiom foi
the English" (Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament, s.v. Luke 24:21\.
Vincent's Word Studies concurs that this is a difficult idiom to render into English.

Because Tptrnv rc[DTnv npstrclv uytt triten tauten hemeran ageiisan idiomatic
gxpression, its true meaning cannot be understood by translating the Greek words
literally, as the King James translators have done. The literal'translation of this
expression-i1 the KJV (and many other translations) only serves to distort the true
meaning of Luke's words in the Greek text. Edward Hobbs, a scholar who began
teaching the Greek language over-50 years ago, recently wrote the following-to
another scholar regarding t-he_qqn_slation of idioms: "But may I speak to the Iiger
question_ of what are called "IDIOMS" in language-teachin!....Wtrat older bodks
almost always meant by an "idiom" was somettling which, when translated word-
for-word into English either didn't make sensebr made the wrong sense...But
the fact is,_very.little in other languages means the same thing when fut word-for-
word into Pngllsh....The semantic value of a word should always be evaluated
contextually...the good lexicons [likeArndt and Gingrich] alreadydo this, without
singling such phrases for separate listing....This principle applies equatty to indi-
vidual words and to strings of words which are semantically opa{ue (idioms)."
Hobbs concludes his remarks by stating, "One of the real ieasons for studying

317



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Life of Jesus Christ

ancient Greek is to learn how they thought about things, expecially how they thought
DIFFERENTLY about things, not simply what different thoughts they had about
things....We need to learn what translations cannot reveal: How the thinking
itself was oriented differently" (Edward Hobbs, EHOBBS@welleslev.edu,
12 Jul 1997)..

Since the true meaning of Luke 24:2l depends on a proper understanding of the
idiomatic expression that Luke used, we must examine the use of this expression by
other writers of that era. When we examine their works, we find that Tprroq tritos
often appears in classical Greek literature as an expression of completed time (Liddell,
Scott and Jones, A Greek-English Lexicon, s.v. "Tritos"). Notice Josephus' use of the
word in this manner: "When the rigour of winter was over, Herod removed his army,
and came near to Jerusalem, and pitched his camp hard by the city. Now this was the
thirdftritos] year since he had been made king at Rome. . ." (Josephns, Ant.,14:15:14).

As defined by classical Greek literature, Josephus' words indicate that Herod
undertook the conquest of Jerusalem at the completion of his third regnal year; that
is, after three full years - not at any time during the third year. As we will see,
the additional use of uQ ol aph hou in conjunction with Tpttoq tritos makes the
meaning of this idiom even more emphatic.

2) crQ ou aph hou

The function of this Greek expression is quite different from the idiomatic use of
the first expression. AQ ou aph hou is a linguistic formula and is very precise in
meaning. It is used in classical Greek to delimit a period of time that has been
completed. Arndt and Gingrich inform us that the translators of the Septuagint used
crQ ou aph hou as a formula in Daniel l2:1, showing that this usage was common as
early as the fourth century BC. AQ ol aph hou was used in the same manner by the
Levitical writers of the Maccabees nearly a century and a half later (see I Macc 9:29;
16'24; and 2 Macc I:7 in the Septuagint). Arndt and Gingrich report that Josephus
also used the expression in the same manner. The usage of this Greek formula by
Josephus is of great value to our understanding, as he wrote shortly after Luke wrote
his Gospel. The English translation of Josephus' words is given below. Notice:

"(6)[78] Then it was that Miriam, the sister of Moses, came to her end, having
completed her fortieth year since [crQ ou aph'houlshe left Egypt, on the first day
of the lunar month Xanthicus. They then made a public funeral for her, at a great
expense. She was buried upon a certain mountain, which they call Sin: and when
they had mourned for her thirty days, Moses purified the people after this manner:
He brought a heifer that had never been used to the plough or to husbandry, that was
complete in all its parts, and entirely of a red color, at a little distance from the camp,
into a place perfectly clean. This heifer was slain by the high priest, and her blood
sprinkled with his finger seven times before the tabernacle of God; after this, the
entire heifer was burnt in that state, together with its skin and entrails; and they threw
cedar-wood, and hyssop, and scarlet wool, into the midst of the fire; then a clean man
gathered all her ashes together, and laid them in a place perfectly clean. When there-
fore any persons were defiled by a dead body, they put a little of these ashes into
spring water, with hyssop, and, dipping part of these ashes in it, they sprinkled them
with it, both on the third day, and on the seventh, and after that they were clean.
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This he enjoined them to do also when the tribes should come into their own
land" (Ant.,4:4:6).

The use of uQ ou aph hou in Josephus' works and the works of classical Greek
writers enables us to understand the true meaning of Luke 24:2L As a formula,
o(Q o! aph hou specifically refers to completed time and cannot be construed
as referring to time that is in progress. Thus Luke's use of aQ ou aph hou with
Tpttnv ftiten must be interpreted as evidence that the third day had aiready been
completed.

. It is completely€Ironeous to interpret Luke 24:21as evidence that the first day of
the week was "the third day. since these things were done." The use of crQ ol aphhou
with the idiomatic expression rpttnv rc[DTnv npsnov uytr triten tauten himeren
agei clearlY c_onveys time that had already been cbmpleted, and should be translated
accordingly. When the disciples spoke of the "third day," the three days and three
n-i8hts of Jesus' entombment had already been completed, and the resuirection was
already past.

. .. The use of tprtocrtritos in the Gospel of Matthew clearly confirms that this Greek
idiom refers to the. completion of the three days: "Now ori the next day, which fol-
lowed the preparation day,the chief priests andthe Pharisees came togeiher to pilate,
s-aYing, '!|r, we remember that that deceiver said while He was liviig, 'After three
{uytJ will nse." Therefore, command that the sepulcher be secured ,intlt ttte third
d"V. tJIg tplrqg np€poq rcs .trites emerasl; lest His disciples come by night and
steal Him away? and say to the people, "He is risen from the dead"; ind ihe last
deception shall be worse than thefirst' " (Matt. 27:62-64, AT).

It is evident that the phrase "the third day" in Matthew 27:64refers to the comple-
tion of the three-day period, af ,the chief piiests and Pharisees were fully aware of
Jesus' declaration that He would rise "after three days." It would make no sense to
request a gyard for the first and second days only, since He had declared that He
would not rise before the third day. That was the most likely day for an attempt to be
qrade. by the.disciples, if t[ey had desired to steal His body. There is no questi,on that
the chief prie,stg and the Pharisees deemed it necessary to post a guard until the
completion of three full days.

As "the third day" in Matthew 27:64 refers to the end of Jesus' three davs and
three nights in the tomb, so "the third day" in Luke 24:21refers to the end'of the
lhtqq days and three nights. {s i-n every other reference to "the third day" that we
find in the Gospel accounts, the focus in Luke 24:21is on the completiori of Jesus'
three days and three nights in the tomb. Thus "the third dav" di& not include anv
part of the first day of the week. It is a mistake to apply this expression to the first day
of the week when the records of Jesus' crucifixion aird buriai clearlv show that Hii
three.days and three nights_in the tomb began at sunset on Wednesday, Nisan 14. He
remained in "the heart of the earth" from the beginning of Nisan 15,.which was an
annual Sabbath or *high duy:'until the end of Nisan 17, a weekly Sabbath. At the
end of the weekly Sabbath, precisely at sunset, He was resurrected from the dead.
When the first day of the week arrived, the three days and three niehts had been
brought to completion.
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The following translations of Luke 24:2I convey the true meaning of the
phrasing that is used in the Greek text:

"...three days have already passed...." (Berkeley)
"...three days ago...." (Moffatt)

Both of these translations convey the idiomatic usage of tprtoq tritos and the use
of crQ ot aph hou as a formula to express a period of time that has been completed.

Here is the author's translation of Luke 24:13-21. which convevs the true
meaning of the Greek text in a more precise manner:

'And behold, on the same day, two of them were going to a village called Emmaus,
which was about sixty furlongs from Jerusalem. And they were talking with one
another about all the things that had taken place.

'And it came to pass, as they were talking and reasoning, that Jesus Himself drew
near and went with them; but their eyes were restrained , so that they did not know
Him. And He said to them, 'What are these words that you are exchanging with one
another as you walk, andwhy are you downcast in countenance?'Then tLe 6ne named
Cleopas answered and said to Him, Are You only traveling through Jerusalem, and
have not known of the things that have happened in these days?'

'And He said to them, 'What things?'And they said to Him, 'The things concern-
ing Jesus the Nazarean, a man Who was a prophet, Who was mighty in deed and
word before God and all the people; and how the chief priests and our rulers
delivered Him up to thejudgment of death, and crucified Him. And we were hoping
that He was the one Who would redeem Israel: but besides all these things, as of
today, the third day has already passed since these things took place' "
(Luke 24:13-21, AT).

When correctly translated, Luke 24:21does not support the teaching that Jesus
Christ was raised from the dead on the first day of the week at sunrise. Those who
believe that He was resurrected at sunrise on Easter Sunday have been taught a lie!
This religious lie rejects the sign of Jonah, which was the only sign that Jesus Christ
gave as proof that He was the Messiah. Although it may seem right in their own eyes,
those who participate in the traditional observance of a Friday crucifixion and an
Easter Sunday resurrection are worshiping God in vain. Jesus said, "Well did Isaiah
prophesy concerning you hypocrites, as it is written, 'This people honor me with
their lips, but their hearts are far away from Me.' But in vain do they worship Me,
teaching for d,octrine the commandments of men....Full well do you reject
the commandment of God, so that you may observe your own tradition"
(Mark 7:6-9, AT).

The God of truth cannot be honored by practicing a lie. God the Father rejects
that kind of vain worship. Rather, He is seeking those who will worship Him in spirit
and in truth, as Jesus said: "But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true wor-
shipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth; for the Father is indeed seeking
those who worship Him in this manner. God is Spirit, and those who worship Him
must worship in spirit and in truth" (John 4:23-24, AT1.
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In order to worship God the Father and Jesus Christ in spirit and in truth, one
mus.t repent of his 9l hel sins, accept the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness
of sins, be bapti-fd by_full immersion in water, receive the Holy Spirit thrdugh the
faying ol_gf hands, and live from that time forward in the love and grace of dod by
\eep^ing His commandments. These commandments include keeplng the seventh-
daySabbath each wee.k, and keeping the Christian Passover and the aniual holy days
of God at.their appointed times each year. Only those who are under His graie,
keeping all His commandments and living by His every word, are worshiping tlim in
spirit and in truth.

A Peaceful and Serene Setting
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The Three Days and Three Nights In
After Three Days
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nAY36i,Iwinx: sTH DAY - NISAN ls ' 6TH DAY - NISAN 16 :

a a a a a a a a a a a a

A Preparation Day .

For The Holy Day '

- a

IPASSOVBRI.
- a

Jesus Dies At
The 9th Hour
Hebrew Time,
3 P.M. Roman
Time

Jesus Is Buried
And The Tomb
Sealed Just
Before Sunset

The First Day Of The Feast Of
Unleavened Bread

The First Annual SABBAIH OfTheYear
All Businesses Closed - No Work Allowed

First Day
In The Tomb

Second Day
In The Tomb

q)
0
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a

c)
Uj

v)

q)
v)
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The First Dav After The Passover

The Chief Priests And
Pharisees Secure A
Guard For The Tomb
Mat27:62-66

The Second Dav After The Passover

After The Holy Day
Sabbath Is Over, The
Women Buy Spices
Mark 16:1

,.li#:l Wednesday - April 5

The Key To The Time Period From The Burial To The Resurrection

Jesus Said He Would Be In The Heart Of The Earth (The Tomb)
Three DaysAnd Three Nights; A CompleteT2-Hoar Period.

Mat f.2:38-40;27:63
Mk 8:31;9:31
Lk 13232; 18:33; 24:7, 46

Jn2:18-22
Acts 10:40
1 Cor 15:4

Thursday - April6 Friday - April T
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e)
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Late On the Sabbath,
Mary Magdalene and
the Other Mary
Observe the Tomb
Matt.28:l

The Tomb and The Resurrection
and Three Nights

sTH DAY - NISAN 17

Third Day
In The Tomb

The Resurrection
Just Before Sunset

After Preparing The Spices, The Women Resr On The
Weekly Sabbath From Sunset To Sunset
Luke 23:56

After The Sabbaths - The Holy Day And The Weekly
Sabbath - The Women Come To The Tomb Earlv.
The Tomb Is Opened By Two Angels Who Tell The
Women Jesus Is Not There, He Had Been Resurrected.

The Disciples Come and Observe The Tomb,
And Leave. Then Jesus Reveals Himself
To Mary Magdalene First, And Tells
Her Not To Touch Him Because He Has
Not Ascended To The Father.

Jesus Ascends To The Father,
Is Accepted And Retums.

Jesus Walks Along Wth Two Disciples
On The Road To Emmaus.

At Sunset Ending The First Day Of The
Week, Beginning The Second Day Of The
Week, Jesus Appears To The Disciples
Behind Closed Doors.

6TH DAY - NISAN 18

The Third Day After The Passover

Friday - April T Saturday - April 8
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Golgotha - The Place of the Skull

The GardenTomb
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1. Now when the Sabbath had passed, Mary 56.Andtheyreturnedtothecity,andprepared
Magdalene andMary, themother of James, and spices and ointments,
Salome bought aromatic oils, so that they might
come and anoint Him.
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THE FIRST DAY OF UNLEAVENED BREAD NISAN 15 - THURSDAY, APRIL 6 - 30 AD
367. ON THE HOLY DAY. GUARDS ARE PLACED AT THE TOMB

MATTHEW 27
62. Now on the next day, which followed the preparation day, the chief priests and the
Pharisees came together to Pilate,
63. Saying, "Sir, we remember that that deceiver said while He was living, 'After three days
Iwill nse,'
64. Therefore, command that the sepulcher be secured until the third day; lest His disciples
come by night and steal Him away, and say to the people, 'He is risen from the dead';-and
the last deception shall be worse than the first."
65. Then Pilate said to them, "You have a guard. Go, make i/ as secure as you know how."
66. And they went andmade the sepulchei secure, sealing the stone and s6ttingthe guard.

THE PRBPARATION DAY FOR THE WEEKLY SABBATH
NISAN 16 - FRIDAY. APRIL 7 - 30 AD

368. AFTBR THE HOLY DAY IS OVER, THE WOMEN BUY AND PREPARE SPICES
MARK 16 LUKE 23

THE WEEKLY SABBATH NISAN 17 - SATURDAY, APRIL 8 - 30 AD
369. THE WOMEN REST ON THE WEEKLY SABBATH

LUKE 23
56. and thenrested on the Sabbath accordins to the commandment.

370. TOWARD THE END OF THE WEEKLY SABBATH.
MARY MAGDALENE AND MARY GO TO OBSERVE THE TOMB

MATTHEW 28
1. Now late on the Sabbath , as the ftrst day of the weeks was drawing near, Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary came to observe the sepulcher.

A Sabbath Sunset

325

-American Stock Photos



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfu of Jesus Christ

PART VIII

THE EVBNTS ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK -
THE WAVE SHEAF DAY TO THE ASCENSION

The Scriptural records and the calculations of the Hebrew Calendar prove
conclusively that Jesus was resulrected when the sun set at the end of the weekly
Sabbath. The Gospel accounts do not directly reveal what Jesus did between the time
that He was resurrected and the time that He was seen by Mary Magdalene the next
morning. However, from the Scriptural records we can piece together what Jesus did
from the time that He was resurrected until He ascended to be accepted by God the
Father in the morning as the true Wave Sheaf. The account in the Gospel of John
gives us an understanding of what Jesus did first when He came back to life in the
tomb. Here is what John wrote: "Then Simon Peter came following him, and he went
into the tomb and saw the linen cloths lying, and the napkin that had been on
His head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself'
(John 20:6-1, AT).

The record of John shows that when Jesus came back to life, He rose straight out
of the burial wrappings without disturbing them. When Peter entered the tomb, he
saw Jesus' burial wrappings still in the form of His body. This was absolute proof
that Jesus had risen from the dead, and that no one had taken His body. If someone
had taken away His body, it would still have been wrapped with the linen burial
cloths.

After rising out of the burial wrappings, Jesus took off the napkin that covered
His head and neatly folded it and placed it close by, separate from the other burial
cloths. This was an additional proof that He was alive. If anyone had taken His body,
the napkin would have either remained on His head or fallen to the ground. It would
not have been folded up and placed neatly by itself. The apostle John, who was with
Peter, saw these things and believed (verse 8).

After folding the napkin, Jesus undoubtedly offered a prayer of thanksgiving to
God the Father for raising Him back to life. Perhaps Jesus thought of the prophecy of
His resurrection in Psalm 16: "The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of
my cup: Thou maintainest my lot. The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places;
yea, I have a goodly heritage....Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth:
my flesh also shall rest in hope. For Thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither
wilt Thou suffer Thine Holy One to see corruption. Thou wilt show me the path of
life: in Thy presence is fullness of joy; at Thy right hand there are pleasures for
evermore" (verses 5-6,9-ll, KJI).

After offering His prayer of thanksgiving, Jesus must have left the tomb. He did
not need to have the stone removed from the entrance of the tomb because He was
now spirit and had the ability to pass through matter. The Gospel of Luke confirms
this fact. Luke records that approximately twenty-four hours after His resurrection,
Jesus suddenly appeared in a closed room where the disciples were assembled. This
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took place late on the first day of the week, after He had walked with the two
discip_les to the village of Emmaus. Here is Luke's account: 'And they [the two dis-
ciplesl rose up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven
and those with them assembled together, saying, 'In truth, the Lord has risen! And
He has appeared to Simon.'Then they related the things that had happened to them
on the road, and how He was known to them in the breaking of the bread. Now as
they were telling these things, Jesus Himself stood in their miast and said to them,'Peace be to you'"(Luke 24:33-36, AT).

The apostle John also wrote of the same event. Notice John's account of Jesus'
sud-den appearance: 'Afterwards, as evening was drawing near that day, the first day
of the week, and the doors were shut where the discinl-es had assenibled for fear
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to them, 'Peace be toyou.'
'{1{ afler- saying this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples
rejoiced, because they had seen the Lord" (John 20:19-20, AT).

Because the resurrected Jesus had the ability to pass through matter, He was able
to leave the tomb before the stone was rolled away from the enirance. It is certain that
He left the tomb almost immediately after He was resurrected. Remember, Jesus had
said, "...the Son of man shall be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights."
If He had remained in the tomb for any length of time after His resurrectioi, He
would have been in the heart of the earth for more than three days and three nights.

Where did Jesus go after He left the tomb? The Scriptures do not tell us. How-
ever, it is probable that He went to a place on the Mount of Olives. Luke records that
Jesus was accustomed to going to the Mount of Olives, where He had a special place
9_f prayer. On.the Passover night, after Jesus instituted the New Covenant ceremony,
He and the disciples had gone to the Mount of Olives. Notice: "Then He left tie
h9us9 andwent, as He was accustomed, to the Mount of Olives; and His disciples
also followed Him. And when He arrived at the place, He said to them, 'Pray that-you
do not enter into temptation.'And He withdrew from them about a stonefs throw;
and fallingto His knees, He prayed" (Luke 22:39-41, AT).

In his account, Matthew identifies the place of prayer as Gethsemane: "Then
Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane; and He said to His disciples,'Sit here, while I go onward and pray' " (Matt. 26:36,42). This is the place where
Jesus prayed for nearly three hours before He was arrested (verses 37-4q.

Since Jesus did not ascend to the Father until the morning after His resurrection,
it isvery_probable that He went to the Mount of Olives to His special place of prayer
in the Garden of Gethsemane. Once there, Jesus most certainly would have
9ffe1ed up prayers of praise and thanksgiving to God the Father the entire night for
having raised Him from the dead. We are able get a glimpse of what Jesus may have
prayed from the prophecies in the book of Psalms that foretold Jesus' deaih and
resurrection.

Jesus Christ had complete faith that God the Father would raise Him from the
dead. Psalm 108 reveals Jesus'faith for that deliverance: "O God. mv heart is fixed:
I will sing and give praise, even with my glory. Awake, psaltery'und hu.p' I myself
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will awake early. I will praise Thee, O LORD, among the people: and I will sing
praises unto Thee among the nations. For Thy mercy is great above the heavens:
and Thy truth reachethunto the clouds.

"Be Thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: and Thy glory above all
the earth; that Thy beloved [Jesus Christ, the Father's beloved Son] may be
delivered [from the power of death]: save with Thy right hand, and answer me.
God hath spoken in His holiness [to raise Jesus from the dead]; I will rejoice..."
(Psa. 108:1-1,  KJW.

Paul's epistle to the Hebrews confirms that while Jesus was still in the flesh, He
cried out to the Father to save Him from death. Notice: "Who, in the days of His
llesh, offered up both prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears to
Him Who was able to save Him from deatho and was heard because He feared
God.Even though He was a Son, yetHe learned obedience from the things that He
suffered; and having been perfected, He became the Author of eternal salvition to all
those who obey Him..." (Heb. 5:7-9, AZ). During His life in the flesh, Jesus had
prayed fervently to the Father for strength to resist temptation, so that He would not
incur the death penalty for sin, but might lay down His life as the perfect sacrifice for
the sins of the world. Since He prayed so fervently before He died, He must have
been equally fervent in thanking and praising the Father for having raised Him from
the dead.

We know that the words of Psalm 22 were uttered by Jesus as He was dying on
the cross. Just before He died, He uttered the last words of Psalm 22."ltis finished."
The following psalm, Psalm 23,has far more meaning when viewed in the context of
His crucifixion and resurrection. Could not He also have uttered these words in His
prayers to God the Father after He was resurrected? With this in mind, let's read
Psalm 23: "The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want [lack any thing]. He maketh
me to lie down in green pastures: He leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth
my soul [by the resurrection]: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His
name's sake. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death [the cru-
cifixionl, I will fear no evil: for Thou art wrthme; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort
me. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: Thou anointest
my head with oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever [into the
ages of eternityl" (KJW.

The Events on the Morning After Jesus'Resurrection

The Gospel accounts show that as the sun was rising, early in the morning of the
first day of the week, the women came bringing the spices to anoint Jesust body.
Although Mary Magdalene left home while it was still dark, by the time she arrived
at the tomb it was light enough for her to see that the stone had been removed
(John 20:l). Apparently, just before she and the other women arrived, an angel had
opened the tomb. If it had been opened for any length of time before the women
arrived, the soldiers would not have been standing guard. Notice Matthew's account:'And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended
from heaven, and came and rolled away the stone from the door, and sat upon it.
Now his appearance was as lightning, and his raiment white as snow. And for
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fear of him, those who were keeping guard trembled, and became as dead men"
(Matt. 28'2-4, AT).

As the women were approaching the tomb, they were wondering who would ro11
away the huge stone from the entrance of the tomb in order for them to anoint Jesus'
body with the spices. But when they arrived, they saw that the stone had already been
removed and the tomb was open. Mark gives this account: 'And very early on the
first day of the weeks, at the rising of the sun, they were coming to the tomb; and
they were asking themselves, 'Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance
to the tomb?'For it was a massive stone. But when they looked up, they saw that
the stone had been rolled away. And after entering the tomb, they saw a young man
[the angel who had rolled away the stone] sitting on the right, clothed in a white
robe; and they were very frightened. But he said to them, 'Do not be afraid. You are
seeking Jesus the Nazarene, Who was crucified. He has risenl He is not here.
Look, there is the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples and Peter
that He goes before you into Galilee; there you shall see Him, as He said to you.'And
they went out quickly and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had
seized them; and they did not say anything to anyone, because they were afraid"
(Mark 16:2-8, AT).

The Gospel accounts clearly record that the angel told the women, "He is risen.
He is not here." Jesus was not in the tomb! Jesus was not there because He had
been resurrected from the dead as the weekly Sabbath ended over twelve hours ear-
lier. He did not need the stone to be rolled away to leave the tomb, because He had
the power to pass through matter. However, it was necessary for the stone to be
removed in order for the women to see that He was not there. They found the tomb
empty except for the grave cloths that had been wound around His body.

Conecting the Misinterpretation of Mark 16:9

When the other women left to tell the disciples, Mary Magdalene went and told
Peter and John. Here is John's account: "Then she ran and came to Simon Peter and
to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 'They have taken away the
Lord from the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him.'As a result,
Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. Now the two ran
together, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and came to the tomb first; and
he stooped down and saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not enter.

"Then Simon Peter came following him, and he went into the tomb and saw the
linen cloths lying, and the napkin that had been on His head, not lying with the linen
cloths but folded up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who had come to the
tomb first, also went in and saw these things; and he believed. For they did not yet
understand the scripturc which decreed that He must rise from the dead. Then the
disciples went away again to their home" (John 20:2-10, AT).

After Peter and John left, Mary Magdalene remained at the tomb because she
thought that "they had taken away the Lord," and she did not know where He was.
John continues the account: "But Mary stood outside the tomb weeping; and as she
wept, she stooped down and looked into the tomb. And she saw two angels in white
who were sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus
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had been laid. And they said to her, 'woman, why are you weeping?' She said to
them, 'Because thgy hqve taken away my Lord, and I do not kno'fu w-here they have
laid Him' " (John 20:Il-13, AT).

After all those things transpired, Jesus returned to the tomb and appeared to Mary
Magdalene. Notice: 'And after saying these things, she turned around and saw Jesus
standing, but did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, 'Woman, why are you
weeping? Whom are you seeking?'Thinking that it was the gardener, she said to
Him, 'Sir, if you have carried Him off, tell me where you havJlaid Him, and I will
take Him away.'Jesus said to her, 'Mary.'Turning around, she said to Him, 'Rabboni';
that is-to say, 'Te€cher.'Jesus said to her, 'Do not touch Me, because I have not yet
31ce1d9d to My Father. But go to My brethren and tell them rhat I am ascending to
$Y Father and your Father, and My God and your God.'Mary Magdalene came to
the disciples, bringing word that she had seen the Lord, and that FIe fraa said these
things to her" (verses 14-18, AT).

Now that we understand the events in John's account, we are ready to understand
Mark's account of the events that followed Jesus' resurrection. In the King James
Version, Mark 16:9 reads as follows: "Now when Jesus was risen early the first
day of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene...." This translation makes it
SPpear that Jesus was resunected early in the morning on the first day of the week.
However, the Gospel accounts show that Jesus was raised at the closqof the weeklv
Sabbath, approximately twelve hours before the women came to the tomb. The eno-
neous^impression that the KJV translation gives can be corrected simply by the addi-
tion of a comma in the proper place. Notice: "Now when Jesus was riseri, early the
first day of the week He appeared first to Mary Magdalene...." The proper piace-
ment of the comma after "risen" instead of after "w:eek" eliminates the erroneous
impression. An accurate translation, as well as the proper placement of the comma,
clears up any misunderstanding or misinterpretation. It reads as follows: "Now after
Jesus had risen,-early the fkst day of the week He appeared first to Mary
Magdalene...." With the proper translation and placement oi the comma, this vers-e
harmonizes with the rest of the Scriptural facts as found in the other Gospel
accounts.

Jesus Fulfilled the Wave Sheaf Offering

There is more in John's account than meets the eye. As we will see, there was a
very important reason why Jesus told Mary not to touch Him. Notice: "Jesus said to
her, 'Do not touch Me, because I have not yet ascended to My Father. But go to
My-br_ethren_and tell them that I am ascending to My Fathei and your FaIher,
and My God and your God' " (John 20:17, AT).

When Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene, He did not allow her to touch Him
because He had not yet ascended to God the Father. The words that He spoke to her
show that He was about to ascend. We can conclude that He ascended to the Father
soon after she left to tell the _disciples. When Jesus ascended, He fulfilled a very
special temple ceremony that God had commanded for this day. This ceremony was
the presenlalion of the wave sheaf offering of the first of the iirstfruits of the-grain
harvest, which was performed at approximately 9 AM in the morning, aftei the
morning burnt offering had been made. It was at this time that Jesus ascenlded to God
the Father.
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The wave sheaf was offered each year on the first day of the week during the
Feast of Unleavened Bread. As the sacrifice of the Passover lamb was a foretype of
the crucifixion and death of Jesus Christ, so the offering of the wave sheaf-was a
foretype of Jesus'ascension to the Father. This day was fspecial day, but not a holy
4ay. 4t the temple, on the first day of the week during the Feast of Unleavened
Bread, the priest would perform the wave sheaf ritual. We find God's command for
the wave sheaf offering in the book of Leviticus: 'And the LORD spake unto Moses,
s-aY1ng,-'Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into
the land which lgive unto you, a,nd shall reap theharvest thereof, then ye shall bring
a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest: and he shall wave the sheaT
before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath [the first
d_ay o! the week during the Feast of Unleavened Breadl the priest shall wave it' "
(Lev.23:9-Il, KJn.

Alfred Edersheim, a converted Pharisaic rabbi, records the details of the harvest-
!lrg of the wave sheaf in his book The Lfe and Times of Jesus the Messiaft. Here is
Edersheim's description of the harvesting of the wave sheaf: "This Passover-sheaf
was reaped in public the evening before it was offered, and it was to witness this
ceremoxy that the crowd had gathered around the elders. Already on the 14th [ofl
Nisan the spot whence the first sheaf was to be reaped had been marked out, by tylng
together in bundles, while still standing, the barley that was to be cut down, accbrd-
ing to custom, in the sheltered Ashes-Valley across Kidron. When the time for cut-
ting the sheaf had arrived - that is, on the evening of the 15th [ofl Nisan [by Pharisaic
reckoning], even though it were a Sabbath [the journey to harvest was undertaken
before the end of the Sabbath, but was within the prescribed traditional "sabbath
day's journey"], just as the sun went down, three men, each with a sickle and basket.
set to work.

- 
"Clearlylo bring out what was distinctive in the ceremony, they first asked of the

bystanders three times each of these questions: 'HAS THE SUNGONE DOffN?''With this sickle?' 'Into this basket?' 'On this Sabbath? (or first Passover-day)' -
and lastly, 'Shall I reap?'Having each time been answered in the affirmative,ihey
cut down barley to the amount of one ephah, or about three pecks and three pints of
our English measure" (The Lfe and rimes of Jesus the Mesiiah, p. 619).

Note: There was a dispute between the Pharisees and the Sadducees as to which
Sabbath this verse is designating. The Pharisees applied this command to the first
hollt_day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, whichwas the t5th day of thefirst month,
or Nisan. In their view, the "morrow after the Sabbath" - the day for harvesting the
wave sheaf - was always the l6th of Nisan. On the other hand, tie Sadducees,-who
were in charge of the temple during the days of Jesus Christ, understood that God's
command in Leviticus 23: I I was referring to the weekly Sabbath which occurced in
coniunction with the Feast of Unleavened Bread. In years when the first day of the
Feast of Unleavened Bread fell on the weekly Sabbath, both the Sadducees'and the
Pharisees would observe the l6th o.f Nisan as the day for the wave sheaf offering.
Although the Sadducees and the Pharisees generally diiagreed over the corrict D,AY
f9r tle wgve- sheaf offering, there was never any qu.estion-about the correct TIME of
the day for harvesting it.

After it was cut, the bundled sheaf was brought to the temple and placed along-
side the altar of burnt offering. Then in the morning, after the daily burnt offering of
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a lamb, the priest would "wave" or elevate the sheaf to be accepted of the Lord. This
was a special ceremonial sheaf. In The Shocken Bible, Volume I, The Five Books of
Moses, Everett Fox translates Leviticus 23:10-11 in this manner: "Speak to,the
children of Israel and say to them; When you enter the land that I am givihg you, and
yo.u harvest its harvest, you are to bring the premier sheaf of youi harvest to the
priest. He is to elevate the sheaf before the presence of YHWH for acceptance for
you; on the morrow of the Sabbath the priest shall elevate it."

Notice the key words in God's instructions for the wave sheaf offering: "for
acceptance for you," meaning "on your behalf." When Jesus Christ ascended to the
Father on the Wave Sheaf Day, as the first of the firstfruits, His sacrifice for our sins
was acceptgq qy the Father on our behalf. Jesus, as the Lamb of God, was accepted
as the sin offering not only for our sins but for the sins of all mankind: "...The lamb
of God, Who takes away the sin of the world" (John l:29, AT).

Jesus fulfilled the wave sheaf offering as the first of the firstfruits to be resur-
rected from the dead. The premier sheaf symbolized the risen Christ. When the priest
elevated the sheaf to be accepted by the Lord, it represented Jesus Christ ascending
to the Father to be accepted as the first of the firstfruits. The apostle Paul makes iI
clear that this premier sheaf of the firstfruits was a type of Jesus Christ after He rose
from the dead and ascended into heaven to present Himself to God the Father:"But now has Christ been raised from the dead; He has become the firstfruit of
those who have fallen asleep. For since by man came death, by man also came the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made
alive. But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruitl then, at His coming, those
who are Christ's " (I Cor. 15:20-23, AT).

Because Jesus is the first of many who will be resurrected from the dead as im-
mortal children of God, He is also called "the firstborn from among the dead."
Notice: "Because by Hfm were all things created, the things in heaven and the things
up.onthe earth, the visible and the invisible, whether they be thrones, or lordships, or
principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him and for Him. And He is
b_efore all, ?nd by Him all things subsist. And He is the Head of the body, the
chqrc! Who is the beginning, the firstborn from among the dead, thatin att
things He might hold the preeminence" (Col.I:16-18, AT).

- In his epistle to the Romans, Paul makes it clear that many will be resurrected
from the grave and be added to the Family of God as immortal brethren of Jesus
Christ: "Because those whom He did foreknow, He also predestinated to be con-
form_ed tojhg imageof His own Son, that He might bethifirstborn among many
brethren" (Rom. 8:29, AT). As Paul told the Corinthians, those who die in the faitl
will be resurrected at His coming. The resurrection of the saints of God to immortal-
ity and glory will mark the end of the firstfruits harvest, just as the resurrection of
Jesus signaled its beginning. As He ascended to heaven in the clouds, so He will
return, and all the transformed saints will rise into the air to meet Him. The entrance
of the saints into the Family of God has been made possible through the sacrifice of
Jesus Christ, which was accepted by God the Father on the Wave Sheaf Day.

The Acceptance of Jesus Christ by God the Father

The ascension of Jesus to God the Father was an awesome event. Jesus Christ had
finished the work that the Father had given Him to do. As God manifest in the flesh,
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He !1d lived a perfect, sinless life and had died by crucifixion to become the perfect
sacrifice for the sins of all mankind. God the Father had raised Jesus back to life, and
on the Wave Sheaf Day He was ready to ascend to the throne of God the Father to be
accepted as the first of the firstfruits, the firstborn among many brethren, and the
perfect sacrifice to propitiate the sins of the world.

As He was ascending to the Father, Jesus must have been filled with great joy and
anticipation. He would see the Father face to face for the first time slnce H6 traO
become a pin_point of life when He divested Himself of His power and glory as God
to be born of the virgin Mary. Again, the Psalms help us comprehend some of the
thoughts and feelings that Jesus may have experienced as H-e looked forward to
being reunited with the Father: "O God, Thou art my God; early will I seek Thee:
my soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh longeth for Thee in a dry and thirsty land, where
no water is, to see Thy power and Thy glory, so ds I have seen Thee in the sanc-
!gu.y.__Because Thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise Thee"
(Psa. 63:1-3, KJI4.

As we have seen, Psalm 23 foreshadowed the prayers of Jesus after He was resur-
rected from the dead. The psalm to follow, Psalm 24, is in prophetic sequence and
depicts Jesus' ascension to be received of God the Father. Wh-en He arrived in heaven,
the angels sang and shouted for joy. Perhaps this psalm was sung by the angels as
they opened the everla_stingdoors and announced that the King of gtory was entering
into the presence of God the Father: "The earth is the LORD'S-, and the fullnesi
thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. For He hath founded it upon the seas,
and established it upon the floods. Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or
who shall stand in His holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heartl
who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfulty tthe perfect life
of Jesu! Christl. He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness
from the God of his salvation."

_ 
"Lift up_ your heads, o ye gatesl and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doorsl and

the_King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of gtory? The LORD strong
and mighty' the LORD mighty in battle [He was victorious over human nature,
sin, Satan the devil and deathl. Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even liftthem ap,
ye everlasting_doorsl and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of
glory? The LORD of hosts,He is the King of glory" (Psa.24:l-5,7-10, KJW-.

What a magnificent scene of splendor and glory that Jesus saw when He entered
through the everlasting gates of heaven!As He stood on the sea of glass, He saw the
resplendent glory and awesome majesty of God the Father seated on His throne with
the heavenly host round about. The apostle John, the one whom Jesus loved, saw a
vision of God's throne and recorded it in the book of Revelation. What John
recorded is what Jesus saw when He ascended to the Father. Notice what John wrote:'After these things I looked, and behold, a door opened in heaven, and the first
voice that I heard was as if a trumpet were speaking with me, saying, 'Come up here,
and I will show you what things must take place after these things.'And immediately
I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was set in heaven, and. one uas sitting
on the throne. And He Who was sitting was in appearance like a jasper stone
and a sardius stone: and a rainbow was arotJnd the throne, like an emerald in its
appearance.
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'And around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-
four elders sitting, clothed in white garments; and they had on their heads gold6n
crowns. And proceeding out from the thronewere lightnings and thundeis and
voices; and seven lamps of fire, which are the seven Spirits of God, were burning
before the throne; and before the throne was a sea of glass, like crystal. And bel
fore the throne and around the throne were four living creatures, full of eyes
before and behind; and the first living creature waslTkea li,on, and the second living
creature was Ilke a calf, and the third living creature had the face of a man, and the
f"qtt! living creature was llke a flying eag1e. And each of the four living creatures
had six yings respectively; and around and within they were full of eyes; and day
and night_t_hey-ceas._d_tot saying, 'Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Alirighty, whb
was, and Who is, and Who is to come.'

'And whenever_the_living creatures give glory and honor and thanksgiving to
Him Who sits on the throne, Who lives into the ages of eternity, the twenty-iour
elders fall down before Him Who sits on the throne; and they worship Hini Who
lives into the _a_ges of eternity, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying,
lWottlty are You, o I ord, to receive glory and honor and power: beiauJe
You did create all things, and for Your will they were created and exist' "
(Rev. 4:l-l l , AT).

This was the scene that Jesus saw as He walked forward to present Himself to the
Father as the perfect sacrifice for sin. He was the first of the firstfruits and the first-
born from the dead. As He walked on the sea of glass toward the Father sitting on His
throne, the angels, the twenty-four elders and God the Father could see on His body
the scars of the lashes that He had received when He was beaten with the cat-of-nine-
tails which tore open His flesh. They could see the scars in His hands and feet where
the soldiers had nailed Him to the cross. When the Father's beloved Son sreeted His
Father, They must have opened their arms and embraced each other in prdfound love
and tears 9f j_o_y. Thgs Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, was accepteb by God the
Father on the Wave Sheaf Day.

After He was accepted of the Father, Jesus was selected to open the seven seals.
He and He alone was qualified, because He had overcome ail. The apostle John saw
this tremendous scene in a vision and recorded it for us. Notice: 'And at the right
hand of Him Who sits on the throne I saw a book, written within and on the b{ck,
which had been sealed with seven seals. And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with
a loud voice, 'Who is worthy to open the book and to loose the seats of it?'And no
one in heaven, or on the earth, or under the earth had the power to open the book, or
to look inside it. And I Uohnl was weeping greatly becaus-e no one was found worthy
to open and to read the book, or to look inside it.

"Then one of the elders said to me, 'Do not weep. Behold, the LionWho is of the
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome and is able to open the book, and to
loose the seven seals of it.'And I saw, and behold, before the throne and the four
livi_ng creatures, and before the elders ) was standing a Lamb that lookcd as if it
had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spiriti of
God that have been sent into all the earth; and He came and took the book out of
the right hand of Him Who sits on the throne.
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'And when He took the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders
fell down before the Lamb, each having harps and golden bowls fuli of incense,
wlrjch_are the_prayers_of the saints. And they were-singing a new song, saying,'WorthY are You to take the book and to open its seals; because You w-ere Jtain,
and did redeem us to God byYour own blood, out of every tribe and tongue and
people and nation, and did make us unto our God kings and priests, and we shall
reign upon the earth.'

- 
"A!d I saw, and I heard the voices of many angels around the throne, and

the voices of the living creatures and the elders, and thousands of thousands,
saying with a loud voice, 'Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain to receive power,
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory and blessing^.'And
eyery creature that is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and
those that are on the sea, and alt the things in them, r heard saying, 'To Him
Who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, De blessing, and honor, ind glory and
sovereignty into the ages of eternity.' And the four living creatures said-, 'Amen!'
And the-lwenty-four elders fell down and worshipedHimWho lives into the ages of
eternity" (Rev. 5:l-12, AT).

This is the glory and_majesty that Jesus Christ received when He was accepted by
God the Father as the Savior and Redeemer of mankind on the Wave Strelf Oay.
Jesus had overcome sin in the flesh and gained complete victory over death, opening
!!" -*uy for the redemption and salvation of all mankind through faith in Him. No;
He lives in eternal glory, as the first of many sons of God who will be resurrected at
4is second coming to share His eternal glory and immortality. Those who are Jesus
Christ's are now being perfected through the love, gtace and power of God the
Father. They will be granted the identical spiritual exiitence that the Father and the
Son have. They will be the sons and daughters of God the Father, and the brethren of
Jesus Christ. Jesus shared human existence with mankind in order to become the
sin offering for the world, so that all who believe in Him may ultimately share His
eternal existence and glory in the Family of God throughout ihe ages of eternity.

Sea of Galilee - "He Leads Me Beside StillWaters"
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NISAN 18 - SUNDAY MORNING, APRIL 9 - 30 AD
371. EARLY THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK, JUST BEFORE WOMEN

ARRIVE AT THE TOMB, AN ANGEL OPENS THE TOMB

MATTHEW 28
2. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from
heaven, and came and rolled away the stone from the door, and sat upon it.
3. Now his appearance was as lightning, and his raiment white as snow.
4. And for fear of him, those who were keeping guard trembled, and became as dead men.

372. VERY EARLY THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK THE WOMEN
COME TO THE TOMB BUT JESUS HAS ALREADY BEEN RESURRECTED

MATTHEW 28
5. But the angel an-
swered andsaidto the
women, "Do not be
afraid; for I know that
you are seeking Jesus,
Who was crucified.
6. He is not here; for
He has risen, as He
said. Come, see the
place where the Lord
Himself was lying.
7.And goquicKy,and
tell His disciples that
He has risen from the
dead. Andbehold, He
goes before you into
Gal i lee:  there vou
shall see Him. Lislen!
I have told you."
8. And they quickly
left the tomb with fear
and great joy, and
ran to tel l  lr  to His
disciples.

MARK 16
2. And very earlv on
the first rlay of the
weeks,u at the rising of
the sun. thev were
coming to the-tomb;
3. And they were ask-
ing themselves, "Who

wil l  rol l  away the
stone for us from the
entrance to the tomb?"
4. For it was a massive
stone. But when they
looked up, they saw
thatthe stonehadbeen
rolled away.
5. And after enterins
the tomb, they.saw I
young man slttmg on
the right, clothed in a
white robe; and they
were very frightened.
6. Buthe said to them,"Do not be afraid.
You are seeking Jesus
the Nazarene, Who
was crucified. He has
risen; He is not here.
Look, there is the
place where they laid
Him.
7. But go, tell His dis-
ciples and Peter that
He goes before you
into Galilee: there vou
shall see Him, as-He
said to you."

LUKE.24
1. Now on the frstday
of  the weeks,  they
came to the tomb at
early dawn, bringing
the spices that they
had prepared; and cer-
tain others came wtth
them.
2. But they found the
stone ro l led away
from the tomb;
3. And after enterins
it.thev did not frnd thE
body of  the Lord
Jesus.
4. And it came to pass
that while they were
puzzling over this,
suddenly two men in
shin ing garments
stood by them.
5. And as they bowed
their faces to the
ground, being filled
with fear. thev said to
them, "Why are you
seeking the l iving
amons the dead?
6. He'is not here, but
has risen: remember
when He spoke to
yoa,while Hewasyet
in Galilee.

JOHN 20
l. Now on the frst day
of the week, while it
was still dark, Mary
Magdalene came
early to the tomb; and
she saw that the stone
had been taken away
from the tomb.
2. Then she ran and
came to Simon Peter
and to the other dis-
c ip le  whom Jesus
loved,  and sa id to
them. "Thev have
taken away the Lord
from the tomb, and we
do not know where
they have laid Him."
3. As a result, Peter
and the other disciple
went out and came to
the tomb.
4. Now the two ran
together, but the other
disciple ran faster than
Peter and came to the
tomb first:
5 .  And he stooped
down and saw the
l inen c lo ths ly ing
there, but he did not
enter.
6. Then Simon Peter
came following him,
and he went into the
tomb and saw the
linen cloths lying,

a - This literal translation of the Greek text shows that the day which followed the weekly Sabbath was the
!ltt_{uy of thlg seven-week count to Pentecost, thus identifyin! this day as the Wave Sheaf Day (Lev. 23:lO-
I I , l5- 16). The ascension of Jesus Christ on that day fulfilled the offering of the wave sheaf for all time.

336



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus Christ

NISAN 18 - SUNDAY MORNING. APRIL 9 - 30 AD

MARK 16

8. And they went out
quickly and fled from
the tomb, for trem-
bling and astonish-
menthad seizedthem;
and they did not say
anything to anyone,
because they were
afraid.

LUKE24

7. Saying, 'It is neces-
sary for the Son of
man to be delivered
into the hands of sin-
ful men, and to be cru-
cified, and the third
day to arise'?"
8. Then they remem-
bered His words;
9. And after returnins
from the tomb, the!
related these thinss to
the eleven and tb all
the rest.
10. Now it was Marv
Magdalene and
Joanna andMarv. the
mother of Jamei, and
the others with them,
who told these things
to the apostles.
I l .  But their words
appeared to them as
idle talk. and thev did
not believe them.
12. Then Peter rose up
and ran to the tomb;
and stooping down, he
saw the linen clothes
lying alone; and he
wenthome wonderins
about the things tha-t
had come to pass.

JOHN 20

7. And the napkin that
had been on His head,
not  ly ing wi th  the
linen cloths but folded
up in a place by itself.
8. Then the other dis-
ciple, who had come
to the tomb first, also
went in and saw these
th ings :  and  he  be -
lieved.
9. For they did not yet
understand the scrip-
ture which decreed
that He must rise from
the dead.
10. Then the disciples
went away again to
their home.

373. JESUS APPEARS FIRST TO MARY MAGDALENE

MARK 16

9. Now after Jesus -had ri_sen, early the first day of the week He appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, from whom He had cast out seven demons.
10. She went and told it to those who had been with Him, who were grieving and weeping.
11. And when they heard that He was alive and had been seen by her,Ihey did not believe i"r

JOHN 20

It'.gqq Mqy stood outside the tomb weeping; and as she wept, she stooped, down and
looked into the tomb.
12. And she saw two ar-rgels in white who were sitting, one at the head and the other at the
feet, where the bodv of Jesus had been laid.
J3. An{ they said to her, "woman, why Te you weeping?" She said to them, "Because they
!qve. ta\en away l.ny Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.',
14. And after say_ing these things, she turned around arid saw Jesus standing, but did not
know that it was Jesus.

Jerusalemfrom Air

337



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus Christ

NISAN 18 - SUNDAY MORNING. APRIL 9 - 30 AD

JOHN 20
15. Jesus said to heq "woman, why 119 you weeping? whom are you seeking?" Thinking
that it was the gardener, she said to Him, "Sir, iT you have carried Him off, Iell me wherE
you have laid Him, and I will take Him away."
i6. Jesus said to her, "Mary." Turning arouid, she said to Him, "Rabboni"; that is to say,"Teacher."

17. Jesus said to her, "Do not touch Me, because I have not yet ascended to My Father. But
qo tg My brethren-and tell them that I am ascending to My Father and your Fither, and My
God and your God."
18. Mary Magdalene came to the disciples, bringing word that she had seen the Lord, and
that He had said these thinss to her.

NISAN 18 - SUNDAY, APRIL 9 - 30 AD

374. SOLDIERS BRIBED TO LIE

MATTHEW 28
11. And.as they were-going, behold, some of the guard went into the city andrcported to the
chief priests all the things that were done.
12. Then, after gatlering together with the elders and taking counsel, they gave a large sum
of money to the soldiers,
13. Saying, "Tell everyone thatHis disciples came by night and stole Him while you were
sleeping.
14. And .{ tq-" governor hears o/ this, we will persuade him to release you from
responsibility."
15. And-they-took the-money and did as they were instructed; and this report has been
spread abroad among the Jews to this day.

375. JESUS APPEARS TO TWO DISCIPLES ON A JOURNEY TO EMMAUS

LUKE24

13. And behold, on the_ same day, two of them were going to a village called Emmaus,
which was about sixty furlongs from Jerusalem.
11. 4"4 they were talking with one another about all the things that had taken place.
15. And it came to pass, as they were talking and reasoning, that Jesus HimselT drew near
andwent with them'
iO. guiitt"li"y", *L." resrrained, so thatthey did not know Him.
17. And He said to them, "What are these words that you are exchanging with one another
as you walk, andwhy are you downcast in countenance?"
18. Then the one named Cleopas alswered and sardto Him, 'AreYou only traveling through
Je_rusalem, and have not known of the things that have happened in thes-e days?"
19. And He said to them, "W_hat things?" And they saidtb Him, "The things concerning
Lesus the Nazarean, a man Who was a prophet, Who was mighty in deed and word beforE
God and all the people;
20. And how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him up to the judgment of death, and
crucified Him.
21. And we were hoping that He was the one Who would redeem Israel. But besides all
th-ese things, as of today, the third day has already passed since these things took place.
22. And also, certain women from among us astonished us, after they went to the tomb
earlv:
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LUKE24
23. For ylt"n they did not find His body,.they came to Lts, declaring that they had indeed
le.en^ a vision of angels, who said, 'He is living.'
24. And some of those with us went to the tom6 and found it exactly as the women had said,
but they did not see Him."
25. Then He said to them, "O foolish and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets
have spoken!
26. Was it not necessary_lor the Chrlst to suffer these things, and to enter into His glory?"
27 ' Andbeslgning.y,ith Moses, and from all the prophets, YIe interpretea to them ttr?ifrings
concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.
28. And as they drew near to the viilage where they were going, He appeared to be going on
farther.
2,9.pu.t they cons_trained Him, saying, "Stay 

rylth-us, for it is toward evening, and the day is
declining." And He entered in as if n shywith them.
30. And it came to pass, as He sat at the table withthem, thatHetook the bread andblessed,
i!: and atter breaking ir, He gave it to them.
11. The,n.Jheir eYes were opEned, andthey knew Him; and He disappeared from them.
52. And they satd- t9 o_n_e another, "Did not our hearts burn within ui as He was speaking to
ll on theroad, while He was opening the Scriptures to us?,'
33.,And theyrose up that very hour 

-and 
retuied to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven

and those with them assembled tosether
34. Saying, "In truih, ttt" f"io-rt"r-.ir"niano He has appeared to Simon."
35. Then they related_the things that had happened to ti,em on the road, and how He was
known to them in the breaking of the bread.

MARK 16
12. Now after these things.He appeared in a different form to two of them as they were
walking. going away into t/re coddtry.
| 3. And they went and told il to the iest: but they did not believe them either.

A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern Engtish - The Ltfu of Jesus Christ

Village of Emmaus
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376. AT SUNSET, AS THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK IS ENDING,
JESUS APPEARS TO THE DISCIPLES BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

JOHN 20
19.  Af terwards,  as
evening was drawing
near that dav. the first
dav of the week. and
th6 doors were shut
where the disciples
had assembled for fear
of  the Jews.  Jesus
came and stood in the
midst ,  and sa id to
them, "Peace be to
you."
20. And after saying
this, He showed them
His hands and His
side. Then the dis-
ciples rejotced, be-
cause they had seen
the Lord.
21. Therefore, Jesus
said to them again,"Peace be to you. As
the Father sent Me, I
am also sending you."
22. And after saying
this. He breathed on
them and said, "Re-

ceive the Holy Spirit.
23. Those whose sins
you shall remit, they
are remitted to them;
and those whose sins
you shall retain, they
are retained."
24.  But  Thomas,
called Didvmus. one
of the twelve, was not
with them when Jesus
came.
25. Then the other dis-
ciples said to him,
"We have seen the
Lord." But he said to
them, "Unless I see
the nail marks in His
hands, and put my fin-
ger  in to the nai l
marks, and put my
hand into His side, I
will not believe at all."

MATTHEW 28

9. But as they were
going to tell His dis-
c ip les,  a l l  a t  once
Jesus Himsel f  met
them, saying, "Hail!"

Andthey cametoHim
andheldHis feet, and
worshiped Him.
10. Then Jesus said to
them, "Do not  be
afraid. Go, tell My
brethren to go into
Galilee, and there they
shall see Me."

MARK 16

14.  Af terwards,  as
they were sitting fo
eat, He appeared to
the eleven and re-
proached them for
their unbelief and
hardness ofheart, be-
cause they did not be-
lieve those who had
seen Him after He had
risen.

LUKE24
36. Now as they were
telling these things,
Jesus Himself stood in
their midst and said to
them, "Peace be to
you."
37. But they were ter-
rified and filled with
fear, thinkin g that they
beheld a spirit.
38. Then He said to
them, "Why are you
troubled? And why
do doubts come up in
your hearts?
39. See My hands and
Mv feet. that it is I.
Touch Me and seefor
yourselvesi for a spirit
does not have flesh
and bones. as vou see
Me having."
40. And after saying
this, He showed them
I/is hands and His
feet.
41.  But  whi le  they
were still disbelievins
and wondering forjof
He said to them, "Do

you have anything
here to eat?"
42. Then they gave
Him part of a broiled
fish and a piece of
honeycomb.
43.  And He took
these and ate in their
presence.

Caravan Inn - Model City Jerusalem
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LUKE 24
44. And He said to
them, "These are the
words that I spoke to
you when I was vet
with you, that allihe
th ings which were
wr i t ten concern ins
Me in the Law oT
Moses and in  the
Prophets and in the
P s a l m s  m u s t  b e
fulfilled."u
45. Then He opened
their minds to under-
stand the Scriptures,
46. And said to them,"Accordins as i t  is
written, it #as neces-
sary for the Christ to
suffer, and to rise from
the deadthe third day.
47. And in His name,
repentance and remis-
sion of sins should be
preached to al l  na-
t ions, beginning at
Jerusalem.
48. For you are wit-
nesses of these things.

377. EIGHT DAYS LATER, JESUS APPEARS TO HIS DISCIPLES AGAIN
JOHN 20

26. Now after eight days, His disciples again were within, and Thomas with them. Jesus
came after the doorswere shut, and stood-in the midst and said, "Peace be to you."
2l . Then He said to. lhoqap, 

'.gting forth your finger and see My hands; an6,bingforth
Igul hlnj: and put ir into My sider-and_be dot unbelieving, but believing.';
28. And Thomas answered and said to Him, ..My Lord ant Mv God."
29. Jesus said to him, "Because you have seen Me, Thomas, y6u have believed;blessed are
the ones who have not seen, but-have believed."

378. JESUS DID MANY MIRACLES IN THE PRESENCE OF THE DISCIPLES
JOHN 20

30. Now then, Jesus did many other miracles in the presence of His disciples, which are not
written in this book.
31. But these have been written. so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God; and that believing, you may have life through His name.

?:L:^\""!r#:!_8: B41he time that Jesus had finished eating the fish-and honeycomb rhe sun had set endingthe tlrst day of the.week. Therefore, Jesus'teaching_s concern-ing prophecies ab<iut Him in the Law of Mosef;
tle Prophets ttd qttg Psalms did not occur on the-first day of tlh6 wbet, bur on the s".onlouv of the week.
Jlldoubte{ly. .H. 4id not finish H.is teachings for many hours. Because of the nur.ioui-S.ripruies involved in
these prophecles, lt must have taken most of the nisht.

Mount Zion - Jerusalem
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379. SOME TIME LATER, JESUS WAS SEEN BY 5OO OF THE BRETHREN
I CORINTHIANS 15

4. And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures;
5. And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve;
6. After that, he was seen by over five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part
remain until this present day, but some are fallen asleep.
7 . After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles.

380. JESUS MET THE APOSTLES AT THE APPOINTED MOUNTAIN

MATTHEW 28
16. Now the eleven disciples went into Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had appointed
for them to meet Him.
17. And when they saw Him, they worshiped Him;but some doubted.

381. LATER, JESUS APPEARED TO HIS DISCIPLES IN GALILEE

JOHN 21

l. After these things, Jesus again revealed Himself to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias.
And this is how He revealed Himself:
2. Simon Peter, and Thomas (called Didymus), and Nathanael from Cana of Galilee were
there together, and the sons of Zebedee and two other of His disciples.
3. Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We also will come
with you." They left immediately and got into the ship; but during that night they took
nothing.
4. And when morning had now come, Jesus stood on the shore. However, none of the
disciples realized that it was Jesus.
5. Then Jesus said to them, "Children, do you have any food?" They answered Him, "No."
6. And He said to them, "Cast the net to the right side bf tne ship, and you shall ftnd'some."
Then they cast the net,but they did not have the strength to draw it inbecatse of the multi-
tude of fish.
7. Then that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord." And after hearing that
it was the Lord, Peter put on his outer garment, because he was naked, and threw himself
into the sea.
8. But the other disciples came in a small ship, dragging the netfull of fish; for they were not
far from land, but about two hundred cubits away.
9. Now then, when they came up to the land. they saw a fire of coals spread, and fish lying
on i/, and bread.
10. Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught."
11. Simon Peter went up to the shore and drew the net to the land, full of large fish, one
hundred andfrfty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not torn.
12. Jesus said to them, "Come and dine." But none of the disciples dared to ask Him, "Who
are You?" For they knew that it was the Lord.
13. Then Jesus came and took the bread, and gave ir to them, and likewise the fish.
14. This lras now the third time that Jesus revealed Himself to His disciples after being
raised from the dead.
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382. JESUS ASKED PETER IF HE LOVED HIM.
AND COMMANDED HIM TO FEED AND SHEPHERD JESUS'SHEEP

JOHN 21
15. Therefore, when they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of
Jonas, do you love Me more than these?" And he said to Him, "yes, Lord. you know that I
loveYou." He said to him. "Feed Mv lambs."
16. He said to him again t second ti-me, "Simon, son of Jonas, do you love Me?" Andhe
9gd_t_o Hi1n, "Y9q, Lord. You know that I loveYou." He said to him, "shepherd My sheep."
17. He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of Jonas, do you love Me?" peter was
grieved _bec,ause He said to him the third time, "Do you love IVIe?" And he said to Him,':!otd,You know all things. You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Feed My sheep.
18. Truly, truly I say.to you, since you were young, you have dressed yourself and walkrid
wherever you.have desired;_blt when you are old, you shall stretch 6ut your hands, and
another shall dress you and bytngyou where you do hot desire to go."
19. Now He said this to s!g,n{v b}'what deattihe would gio.iry G,ii. And after saying this,
He said to him. "Follow Me."
20. But when he turned, Peter saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also had
sat at the supper and leaned on His chest, and had said, "Lord, who is it that is betraying
You?"
21. Seeing him, Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, what shall happen to this one?"
22. Jesus said to him, "If I desire for him to remain alive uhlil I come. what is ir to vou? you
follow Me."
23.Then thissaying went.out amgng the brethren, that that disciple would not die. How-
ever, Jesus did not say to him that he would not die; but, "If I desir^e for him to remain alive
until I come, what is i/ to you?"
24. This is the disciple who testifies concerning these things and who wrote these things;
and we know that his testimony is true.

383. JESUS CHRIST'S COMMISSION TO THE APOSTLES
BEFORE HIS FINAL ASCENSION TO HEAVEN

MATTHEW 28

18. And Jesus came
and spoke to them,
saying, 'All authority
in heaven and on earth
has been given to Me.
19. Therefore, go and
make disciples in all
nat ions,  bapt iz ing
them into the name of
the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy
Spirit;

MARK 16

15.  And He said to
them, "Go into all the
world and preach the
gospel to the whole
creation.
16. The one who be-
lieves and is baptized
shall be saved, but the
one who does not be-
l ieve shall  be con-
demned.
17. And these signs
shall follow those who
believe: in Mv name
they shall casiout de-
mons;they shall speak
with new languages;

LUKE24

49. And behold, I send
the promise of My Fa-
ther upon you; but re-
main in the city of
Jerusalem until you
have been clothed
with power from on
high."
50. Then He led them
out as far as Bethanv:
and He lifted up His
hands and blessed
them.

ACTS 1

l. The first account
I  indeed made,  O
Theophilus, concern-
ing al l  things Jesus
began both to do and
to teach,
2. Untll the dav in
which He was tiLken
up, after giving com-
mand by the Holy
Spirit to the apostles
whom He had chosen:
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MATTHEW 28

20. Teaching them to
observe all things that
I have commanded
you. And lo,I am with
you always, even rrn-
til the completion of
the age." Amen.

MARK 16

18. They shall remove
serpents; and if they
drink any deadly
thing, it shall not hurt
them in any way; they
shall lay hands on the
sick, and they shall
recover.'
19. After speaking to
them, the Lord was in-
deed then taken up
into heaven, and He
sat down at the ight
hand of God.
20. And they went out
and preached every-
where, the Lord work-
ing with them and
confirming the Word
by the signs that fol-
lowed. Amen.

LUKE24

51.  And i t  came to
pass that as He was
blessing them, He was
separated from them
and was carried up
into heaven.
52.And afterworship-
ing Him,  they re-
turned to Jerusalem
with great joy,
53. And were continu-
al ly in the temple,
praising and blessing
God. Amen.

ACTS 1

3. To whom also, He
presented Himsel f
alive after He had suf-
fered, by many infal-
l ible proofs, being
seen by them for forty
days, and speaking the
things concerning the
kingdom of God.

384. JESUS CHRIST DID FAR MORB THAN IS RBCORDED

JOHN 21
25. But there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they were written one
one, I do not suppose that even the world itself could contain the books that would
written. Amen.

by
be

"All Power and Authority In Heaven and Earth Has Been Delegated To Me"
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THE CONCLUSION

A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English: The Lift of Jesus Christ offers an
entirely new perspective and depth of understanding of the life of Jesus Christ. The
arrangement of this harmony is based on the Biblical holy days as determined by the
Hebrew Calendar. These are the keys that help unlock the proper chronology of all
the events recorded in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. The events that
the Gospel writers were inspired to record make it very clear that the prophecies of
Jesus Christ's first coming were fulfilled on the holy days of God.

Jesus Christ's life, death and resurrection fulfilled scores of prophecies in the Old
Testament. One of the most profound prophecies that He fulfilled is found in the
book of Isaiah: "...He will magnify the law, and make it honorable" (Isa. 42:21).
Jesus fulfilled this prophecy by revealing the full spirit and intent of God's laws in
the Sermon on the Mount. The Scriptural records of His teachings in the Gospels
clearly show that Christians are to keep the commandments of God not only in the
letter but also in the spirit of the law. The commandments of God include observing
His annual holy days and participating in the New Covenant Passover on Nisan 14.
Partaking of the New Covenant Passover is done in remembrance of Jesus Christ's
death for the forgiveness of sins. The epistle of Paul to the church in Corinth shows
that Gentiles believers as well as Jewish believers are commanded to keep the holy
days and the Passover each year. Notice Paul's command to the Gentile believers at
Corinth: "Therefore, purge out the old leaven, so that you may become a new lump,
even as you are unleavened. For Christ our Passover was sacrificed for us. For
this reason, let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven
of malice and wickedness, but with unleavened bread of sinceritv and truth"
(I Cor. 5:7-8, AT).

Jesus Christ, Who was God manifest in the flesh, sacrificed His life on the Pass-
over day, Nisan 14, as the true Passover Lamb to establish the New Covenant of
eternal life. On the night of His last Passover, Jesus gave His apostles the instructions
for the New Covenant Passover, which consists of the footwashing, partaking of the
unleavened bread, and partaking of the wine. The footwashing symbolizes the true
believer's attitude of love and humility toward Jesus Christ and toward other believ-
ers who are brethren. The broken unleavened bread and the wine symbolize the bro-
ken body and the blood of Jesus Christ, which sealed the New Covenant. By partaking
of these symbols as Jesus commanded, the believer renews his or her commitment to
live by Jesus Christ, Who dwells within each true believer and imparts the power to
overcome sin and receive the gift of eternal life. Notice: "I am the living bread,
which came down from heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he shall live forever; and
the bread that I will give is even My flesh, which I will give for the life of the
world....T[uly, truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man, and
drink His blood, you do not have life in yourselves. The one who eats My flesh
and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up in the last day; for
My flesh is truly food, and My blood is truly drink. The one who eats My flesh
and drinks My blood is dwelling in Me, and I in him. As the living Father has
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sgqt l\te,_and I live by the Fatherl so also the one who eats Me shalt live by Me"
(John 6:51-57, AT).

Anyone who desires to live by Jesus Christ must do as Jesus taught: "The frst of
all the commandments is, 'Hear, O Israel [Substitute your name and ask yourself,
in* I doing as Jesus commanded?"1: the Lord our God is one Lord. And you shall
love the T,ord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind, and with all your strength.' This is the first commandment. And the second is
like this: 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'There is no other commandment
greater than these" (Mark 12:29-31, AT).

How does one love God as Jesus said? The apostle John, whom Jesus loved, was
inspired to show true believers how to love God: "By this standardweknow that we
love the children of God: when we love God and keep His commandments. For this
is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not
burdensome" (I John 5:2-3, AT).True believers express their love for God by
keeping His commandments. Jesus further clarified which commandments of God
Christians are to obey: "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceeds out of the mouth of God" (Matt. 4:4, AT).

During His ministry, Jesus proclaimed that those who live by His words are build-
ing on a lrm and lasting foundation. Notice Jesus' admonition: "Therefore, every-
one who hears these words of Mine and practices them, I will compare him to a wiie
man, who built his house upon the rock; and the rain came down, and the floods
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; but it did not fall, for it was
founded upon the rock" (Matt. 7:24-25,Af . Jesus Christ is the Rock upon which all
true Christians are being built up in the faith (I Cor. 10:4)

It is to this end and purpose that this book was written: to help you, the reader, to
come into a close, intimate, personal relationship with your Creator and Savior, Jesus
Christ, the Son of God; and to help you to grow in knowledge, understanding and
faith in Him; so that you may ultimately be born of the resurrection into the Family
of God, and thus fulfill the purpose of your existence.

Jesus Christ, the Author of the New Covenant, offers you the gift of eternal life
with Him as a glorified son or daughter of God. Through faith in Jesus Christ, repen-
tance from sin, and baptism by immersion, you can receive the gift of the Holy Spirit
and learn to live as Jesus taught, partaking of the Father's mercy, forgiveness, grace
and love (Acts 2:38-39, Rom. 8:1-11). When the Spirit that empowered Jesus to live
a sinless life is dwelling in you, you also will learn to overcome sin in the flesh. At
the resurrection, that same Spirit, which raised Him from the dead to eternal power
and glory, will also transform your body to immortal spirit. This is the promise to all
who live by the teachings of Jesus Christ: "But as many as received Him, to them He
gave authority to become the children of God, even to those who believe in His
name; who were not begotten by bloodlines, nor by the wlll of the flesh, nor by the
will of man; but by the will of God" (John l:12-13, AT).

Please direct any questions, comments or suggestions you may have to the author
at the publisher's address:York Publishing Company; P.O. Box 1038; Hollister, CA
95024-1038.

347



I
2
a
J

4

5 , 6
l
8

9

Eben Shetiyyah

Candlestick

Altar of Incense

Table of
Showbread

Chamber of Knives

Attic of Abtinas

Chamber of the
Pancake Makers

Chamber of
Phinehas as the
Vestment Keeper

Fifteen
Semicircular Steps

Chamber of Lambs

Bath Chamber

Chamber of
Showbread

Chamber of Stones
of Defiled Altar

Water Gate

ll'
Woments Gate

A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus Christ

G;-l
l o r l

I 
t eners 

I

I
M

10

'lT"
Lighting Gate

(Sha'ar ha-Delek)

l,ll
Firstborn Gate
(Sacrifice Gate)

General Entrance
Gate

Soreg

Plan of the Temple According to the Talmud

1 0

l l

t 2
t 3

t4

Gate

,lE
O U T E R  C O U R T

(Women's Hall) usic Gate

Brazen
Altar

n  n n n
n  n n n
Abattoir
n  n n n
n  n n n
n  n n n

@ @
Hearth G:

tl
Kebesh E @

Tables
@ €

@ @

7 P r i e s t s '  D u k a n  H a l l

8 I s r a e l i t e s '  N i . u r r o .  H a l l 9

Gate
Women's Gate



Year
5 B C

,$'W:t.,,,::|.:;t71,,:
..:. :::::aaalaaalal!e;:::.:.:. at 116,,:

3 B C

6AD

Passover
MAR 22

WED

APR 2
FRI

SAB

APR 4
SAB

WED

A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Ltfe of Jesus Christ

LIST OF ALL FEASTS DURING JESUS CHRIST'S LIFE
Unleavened Unleavened

Bread Bread

MAR 23 MAR 29
THU WED

afn" *2- AsK-l&- 
ffiu. "w#D 

,
MAR 31 APR 6

SUN SAB

Trumpets
SEPT 2

SAB

SEPT 18
SAB

: ' q 6  g : ,
s' .yFilSf;d :

SEPT 26
TUE

Feast of
Atonement Tabernacles

SEPT 1I  SEPT 16

Last Great
Day

SEPT 23
SAB

Pentecost
MAY 14

SUN

MAY 30
SUN

JUNE 4
SUN

SEPT 10 SEPT 19 SEPT24
TUE THU TUE

2w %Hn -lffi#N
I  BC  APRT APRS

WED THU
t 1F $ r4m2e
2AD APR 15 APR 16

SAB SUN
3AD , !\ APR{6 ,A,PR$

WED .d - TIfiU
4AD MAR 24 MAR 25

MON TUE
sAD AFRI3 I AFR.I4

. *{SN ;} TLIE

'6W.a::t@W
APR 14
WED

,,::;:xp6;W,:,::,.:1|,8:;.:,','',.::W.:,llLL9l:,:,,,:,:,,:,:,,

APF.22
SAB

SEPT 27
MON

tta.l��jlt:..,',::?,';;€:,1,111:,1t;$:$S::t:,:l::l:1::,:,,,,,,,

OCT 5
THU

wTw .. sEEn29'TIffJ -..y ':ffiU =
OCT 10 OCT 17

TUE TUE

OCT 2
SAB

OCT
SAB

.:,))):,,,:::::
MAR 31 MAY I8

MON SUN
SEPT 13 SEPT 18 SEPT25

SAB THU THU

SEPT22 SEPT27
MON

!5  ,7 ffi trd M"eR2l
Ivttrl

8AD APRg
MON

9AD MAR29- ; \tr FRI 
,

IOAD APR 16
WED

t3,;,ffi@;%l ,,
I4AD APR 2

MON

APR 10
FRI

APR IO
TUE

44dE. 30* :
SAB

APR 17
THU

APR 3
SAB

APR 5
SUN

APR 16
MON

SUN
tl:E :., ::,. .W|\5:",."':.':' 1 t ;-:;,;:.;.t :' :ffi : ;;.,,1 :

JUNE 3
SUN

SEPT 13
MON

:;l:,:::,, r*,r.,.r,
W:,.;ra,,,lllLi

SEPT 20
THU

SEPT 29
SAB

.1$eryliw

.l.tt:,,t'' :l:
OCT 6
MON

SEPT 30
WED

SEPT I8
SAB

OCT 4
THU

OCT I1
THU

.  .  sElgm,*i"' Itffi{ '1 ]
OCT I8

SAB

w#e ffi$,f
JUNE 18 SEPT 27

SUN SAB

MAR 26
SAB

.'r&es,,tSiiiiia:::r,,::,i-'. .. $Ag.r.:rrl:'rlrrrlllllr':

APR 3
TUE

-V!{Ae23'. }41l&,a8:',,,,.:':
SAB 

': rSRl 'rr'r'r'

I/.IAY 27 SEPT 13
SUN THU

SEFT26: @CF{ 0CT8
3AB *  f f iU"  THU

SEPT 14 SEPT 19 SEPT26
WED MON MON

SAB THU THU
sEFf I I : qEP'r 16 5 SEPT 23 .

wED .i ffitotr r@N

APR 23
WED

APR 1
FRI

APR 9
MON: =nsffi" : yw&|xil,,ffi l:,:,,,

MAY 31 SEPT 2I
SUN MON

MdY"23", ssffitt
suN' ' '* st6s

MAY 8 AUG 30
SUN TUE

6sff,2s af#2 ,-sA& sAF '
SEPT 13 SEPT 20

OCT5 OCT 12
MON MON

SEPT 23 SEPT 30
THU THU

K@:t::,:t,:;',,,;,,
22AD

APR 17
FRI

Afn?
wgtr

MAR 26
SAB

APR I1
SAB

APR I2
WED

$l:l lii€:lv::M!W�'

MAY 19
SUN

JUt$g:::&.,,ii
sili![-'f i9]rlrl

MAY 24
SUN

McYj16':': grrii::::':":::
JUNE 4

SUN
:,,ffi41'5'"

U*1q 'lir:r

MAY 12
SUN

SEPT 7
SAB

.#Px- .4TAJ
SEPT 15

TUE
sryT4
,SAF'

SEPT 23
SAB

A P R 1 1
SAB

SUN

,::Mffi9',t:t1}l,,,:a .,,,,,,,, ,
MAR 27 MAR 28 APR 3

WED THU WED
APR, 14 APR 15 APR2I
MON TLJE IvffiN

$EFL?? ' . OCrz ," OGtg -
WED MOI-I ; I#GEN

SEPT 16 SEPT 2I SEPT 28
MON SAB SAB
ocT4 ffTg- 4 .0@T.L6F
SAS lttlF - TTIT}

SEPT 24 SEPT 29 OCT 6
THU TUE TUE

sffT 13 $BPT rS .SEPA?s
MON *SAN ; SAB

SEPT 9
THU

OCT 2 OCT 7 OCT 14
MON SAB SAB

SEPI22 SEgr2?' ,@'Tt
r '*.il!l":F$;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;::::2,:r:l*:,:,L,,:,Tf,:::.:, 1:::::::::::ruu,:{Stlttrirut,,..,,..

SEPT 1 I SEPT 16 SEPT 23
WED MON MON

TUETUE

23 AD !d,AR 24 MAR25 MAR3T
WED THU \tr=ED

24 AD APR 12 APR 13 APR 19
THU WED

25 AD .lPR.2 APR 3- 
MON. TUE

26 AD MAR 22 MAR 23
FRI SAB

zt AD - "apR 9 AFn lo- WED TIffJ
28 AD MAR 29 MAR 30

MON TUE
ZqAD . APR 16 APE 17 .

.SAB $UN
3OAD APR 5 APR 6

WED THU
3l -AF. ,  l v {ARS5 MAR.H

MQN 1 -TUB

., cffiT6 Og tl ffir l8 *s THU XIJE '' @[E ,
SEPT 25 SEPT 30 OCT 7

MON SAB SAB
. sEHf lFl SEP?20 * .SEf'S2? "

satB GIfiJ &rU -j

A E R . 9 ' : .
MON

MAR 29
FRI';:;;:;,;|ffi $$u::,:')

'.,:.;1t11. ;.1.;:.e,:

APR 5
MON

t,j.:,::,, t at:;':'.:,2::
,,:::::,,:;,:,:,,:.,,,,,'StiN':':t:,:."..,.:t::'::

MAY 23
SUN

SEPT 2
MON

SEPT 9
THU

JUNE 5
SIN

MAY 28
SUN

I4AYAE-
&UN

349

sEfT 27
Tt}g

SEPT 16
SAB

:;::li. :4,,
tLir1)t:::,t::Wtt:::::,,.

" "./ trh*t"" '  :
o . "  q f f n  l

MAR 30
SAB

W l - " ,
MAY 19

SUN

MON SAB
ry^f*$' * -@T,6*:t'. ]@N "  ;M,B

THU TUE

.,+rufo tuNE7,
,. M@P suN

APR 9 MAY 23

JUNE I8
SUN

:,:vw.r..:....

MAY 15

O C T I l
SAB

1 6 A D



A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English - The Life of lesus Christ

Appendix A

A SYNCHRONIZED CHART OF
HISTORICAL AND SCRIPTURAL RECORDS

THAT ESTABLISH THE YEAR OF CHRIST'S BIRTH

The primary references that enable us to determine when Jesus Christ was born
are those of Roman historians and of the Jewish historian Josephus, who lived from
about 31 AD to 100 AD. These secular records can be used to establish the reign of
Herod the Great, who attempted to kill the infant Jesus. Josephus records the names
of the consuls who ruled in Rome at the time that Herod began his reign. Lists of all
the consuls who ruled during the years from 509 BC to 337 AD have been preserved
by Roman historians, giving us an exact time frame for dating the reign of Herod,
which is essential to identifying the year of Christ's birth.

Josephus states that Herod received the kingdom in Rome in the 184th olympiad
(Antiquities,l4:I4:5). Each olympiad was four years in length, with the years being
reckoned from July 1 through June 30. The 184th olympiad was from July 1, 448C,
to June 30,40 BC. Josephus also records that Herod began his reign when Calvinus
and Pollio were consuls of Rome. Calvinus and Pollio were consuls from Januarv 1.
40 BC, to December 31,40 BC. Since the 184th olympiad ended on June 30, 40 BC,
it is evident that the reign of Herod as king in Rome began sometime between
January 1, 40 BC, and June 30, 40 BC.

According to Josephus, Herod reigned thirty-seven years from the time that he
had been coronated in Rome (Antiquities of the Jews,17:8:l;Wars of the Jews,1:33:8).
Consequently, the end of his reign occurred sometime between January I,4BC, and
June 30,4 BC. Since Jesus was born during the final months of Herod's reign, all the
historical facts limit the time of His birth to the period from June 30, 5 BC, to
June 30, 4 BC. Because the Gospels place His birth during the fall festival season,
the time is further limited to the year 5 BC. The historical and Scriptural records are
presented in chart form on the following pages.
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Greek
Olympiad

Year
of Rome

722

Year
B C - A D

Hasmonean
Rule Reign of Herod

Roman
Count

Jewish
Count

* 6 3 B C

. 4 0 B C

f 3 7 B C

Jerusalem captured by Roman general Pompey during l79th olympiad. Antonius and
Cicero are Roman consuls (Josephus, Ant.,14:4:3).
Herod receives kingdom in Rome during 184th olympiad. Calvinus and Pollio are
Roman consuls (Josephus, Ant., l4:I4'5).
Hasmoneans' 126-year rule of Jerusalem ends during 185th olympiad. Herod receives
kingdom in Jerusalem. Agrippa and Gallus are Roman consuls (Josephus, A nt., 14'.16:4).
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Greek
Olympiad

Year
of Rome

Year
B C _ A D

Life
of Christ

Reign of
Augustus Reign of Herod Temple

Rebuilt
Roman
Count

Jewish
Count

1 1

t 3

1 5

750

*31 BC Battle of Actium, seventh year of Herod's reign, 187th olympiad
(Josephus, Ant., 15 :5:I ;  15 :5:2).

. 2 5  B C
l2r  BC

$20 BC

5 B C
4 B C

Two-year famine begins in Herod's thirteenth year (Josephus, Ant., 15:9:1).
Augustus visits Syria during seventeenth year of Herod's reign; Apuleius and Silvius
are Roman consuls (Dio's Roman History,LIY:7:4-6; Josephus, Ant.,15:10:3).
Construction of Herod's temple begins in Herod's eighteenth year
(Josephus, Ant., l5;1 1:1).
Jesus born during fall festival season - most likely on the Feast of Trumpets.
Herod dies in thirty-seventh year of having received kingdom in Rome and thirty-fourth
year of having received kingdom in Jerusalem (Josephus, Ant., 17:8:l; Wars, 1:33:8).
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Greek I Year Year I Life
BC - AD I of Christ Augustus I Tiberius

Reign of 1 Reign of
Olympiad I of Rome

Pilate
Governs
Judea

Temple
Rebuilt

I 9

21

23

25

21

29

3 l

a 1
J J

35

39

4

2

4

2

5 t

I

w
3
ffi
5

4

ffi
4

ffi
4

* There is no year zero.
* 26 AD Pontius Pilale ass_u_me_s ggvernance of Judea (Luke 3:1). Jesus begins ministry at

about age thirty (I.k.3:23). Herod's temple 46 years in building (John 2:20).'
. 30 AD Jesus crucified, Wednesday, April 5, 30 AD - The Passover D{r,'Nisan 14.-
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x 46 AD The apostle Paul begins his missionary journeys.
. 66 AD Jewish wars begin.
f 70 AD Destruction of temple occurs.

Greek
Olympiad

Year
of Rome

Year
B C - A D

Reign of
Tiberius

Pilate
Governs
Judea
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Appendix B

JESUS CHRIST WAS TAUGHT DIRECTLY
BY GOD THE FATHER

JESUS DID NOT OBSERVE JEWISH TRADITION

- The Gospels of Matthew and Luke record Jesus' physical genealogy and show
that He was of the line of David, of the tribe of fudah. nithough He wai-born of the
virgin Mary and was human in every respect, nevertheless He was the Savior of
mankind, the Messiah of the world. Because He was divinely begotten by God the
Father, Jesus was the Son of God. His education was differbnt from that of other
Jewish b-o_ys qf the first century. We find no evidence in the Gospels that Jesus was
educated.by t!9 rabbis in Jewish schools or synagogues, or that He was taught to
observe the religion of Judaism and practice Jewish traditions. As the Son ofGod,
there can be no doubt that His education was special.

In order to understand how and from whom Jesus received His education. we
need to examine His words and teachings, as well as what He did. First, we need to
understand that Jesus Christ always kept the commandments of God. Second, we
need to realize that He did not observe the commandments and traditions of Judaism,
which are the commandments of men. Although Judaism claims that these tradi-
tional practices are based on the commandments of God, the truth is that they origi-
nated in the minds of men, not in the words of God. Third, we need to remember tfr'at
as the Lord God of the Old Testament, Jesus was the one Who had delivered the
Ten Commandments. He came to dwell on earth as the only begotten Son of God
the Father, born of the_ virgin Mary. Since He was God in the flesh, Jesus kept the
commands that came from God the Father. He did not keep the traditions that men
had added to the commandments of God.

Some have assumed that Jesus was trained and brought up according to Jewish
tradition. Those who have swallowed this false assumpti,on believe that Jesus prac-
ticed the religion of Judaism and conformed to the traditions of the Jews. Thev ilaim
that Jesus was thoroughly Jewish in habit, custom, tradition, religion and outlook.
Some even claim that Jesus was a Pharisee, perhaps a Pharisaicafrabbi, and there-
fore Jesus would certainly have kept the traditionsbf Judaism. NOTHING COULD
BE FARTHER FROM THE TRUTH! Throughout the four Gospels, we find that
Jesus strongly denounced the traditions of the Jews - ALL OF IHEM! On manv
occasions, Jesus condemned the scribes and Pharisees for rejecting the command-
ments of God in order to keep their own traditions. He said, "...Why do you also
transgress the commandment of God for the sake of your tradition?... 'This
people draw near to Me with their mouths, and with their lips they honor Me, but
their hearts are far away from Me.' But they worship Me-in vain, teaching for
doctrine the commandments of men" (Matt. l5:3,8-9,47').
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Let's take a closer look at these words of Jesus. Jesus emphatically declared to
the leaders of Judaism that in keeping their own traditions, they were transgressing
the commandments of God. In short, such behavior is SIN. Worship that is based
on the traditions of men is vain, empty and useless - just so much sanctimonious
pretense. Yes, with their mouths and lips they professed to serve God, but their hearts
were far from Him!

Think for a moment! Knowing that the traditions of Judaism transgress the com-
mandments of God, would Jesus ever have observed those traditions ? AB SOLUTELY
NOT! What did Jesus do? The Scriptures tell us that He kept the Father's command-
ments: "If you keep My commandments, you shall live in My love, just as I have
kept My Father's commandments and live in His love" (John 15:10, AZ). Jesus
went far beyond keeping only the letter of the law. Rather, He always kept the full
spiritual intent of the law and did those things that pleased the Father: 'And He Who
sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, because I ALWAYS do the
things that please Him" (John 8:29, AT).

Here is plain evidence in the New Testament that Jesus never observed the tradi-
tional laws and commandments of Judaism. Had He done so, He would have been
placing the traditions of men above the commandments of God. If Jesus had obeyed
the commandments of men, He would have been sinning against God! As Jesus
taught, to reject the commandments of God and accept the traditions of men as the
rule of law constitutes sin and transgression. During a confrontation with the scribes
and Pharisees, Jesus challenged them, 'And because I speak the truth, you do not
believe Me. Whichone of you can convict Me of sin? But if I speak the truth,why
don't you believe Me? " (John 8:45-46, AT.)

The Scriptures reveal that Jesus did not sin at any time. In II Corinthians 5:21,
Paul expressly states, "For Him Who knew no sin was made to be sin for us, so that
we might become the nghteousness of God in Him." The apostle Peter also records
that Jesus "DID NO SIN" (I Pet. 2:22).

JESUS'EDUCATION WAS NOT PHARISAIC

Jesus was twelve years old when He observed the Passover and Feast of Unleav-
ened Bread with His parents in Jerusalem, as recorded in Luke 2:41-42. When the
feast ended, Joseph and Mary departed to go back to Nazareth, but Jesus remained.
Having discovered that He was missing, they returned to find Jesus "... in the temple,
sitting rn the midst of the teachers, both hearing them and questioning them. And all
those who were listening to Him were amazed at Flis-understanding and His an-
swers" (verses 2:46-47, AT).

How was it possible for Jesus to have such an extraordinary understanding of
God's Word at such a young age? First, the Scriptures tell us that Jesus had the Holy
Spirit of God without measure. Notice what John was inspired to say about Jesus
when he was questioned by the scribes and Pharisees: "He Who comes from above
is above all. The one who is of the earth is earthy, and speaks of the earth. He Who
comes from heaven is above all; and what He has seen and heard, this is what He
testifies; but no one receives His testimony. The one who has received His testimony
has set his seal that God is true; for He Whom God has sent [Jesus Christ] speaks the
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words of God; and God gives not the Spirit by measureunto Him. The Father
loves the son and has given all things into His hand" (John 3:31-35, AT).

Second, the Scriptures show that Jesus was taught directly by God the Father.
Jesus was not taught by men, nor did He eveifollow ttre tiaditions of men.
Heie is what the Scriptures reveal about Jesus'education: "But then about the middle
of the feast, Jesus went up into the temple and was teaching. And the Jews were
amazed, saying, 'How does this man know letters, not having been schooled?' "
(John 7:14-15, AT.)The phrase "not having been schooled" means that He was not
taught in their schools. He did not attend the rabbinical school of Hillel, as some
have claimed. Jesus Himself tells us where He was educated: "Jesus answered them
and said, 'My doctrine is not Mine, but His Who sent Me"' (verse 16. AT\. Jesus'
teachings were directly from God the Father, Who had personally taught Him. Jesus
told the scribes and Pharisees, "I have many things to say and tb judge concerning
you;but He_Who sent Me is true, and what I havC heard-from Him, these things-I
lpe3_EJq the world....r do nothing of Mysetf [or of any man]. But AS rrrn
FATHER TAUGHT ME, these things I speak" (John 8:26,28, AI1.

_ Ifq4_prophesied that Jesus would be educated directly by God the Father: "The
Lord gqD hath given_me the tongue of the learned, that I itroutO know how to speak
a word in season to him that is weary: He wakeneth morning by morning, He
wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned. The Lord GOD hath opened minE ear,
and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back" (Isa. 50:4- 5, KJIa.As Isaiah had
foretold, Jesus was awakened early in the morning by His Father's voice and was
personally taught by Him. With daily instruction directly from God the Father, Jesus
did not need to be taught by men.

Jesus'education involved not only hearing the Father, but also seeing Him. So
personal was His education from God the Father that Jesus actually saw the Father
and what the Father did: "... Jesus answered and said to them, 'Truly, truly I say to
you, the Son has no power to do anything of Himself [of His own wiil or the wiil of
any manl, but only what He sees the Father do. For whatever He does, these things
the Son also does in the same manner. For the Father loves the Son, and shows Hiir
everything that He Himself is doing. And He will show Him greater works than
!h_ese,- so- that y_oy may_ be filled with wonder....I have no poweito do anything of
Myself; but as I hear, Ijudge; and My judgment is just, because I do not-seekVy
own will, but the will of the Father, who sent Me"'(John 5:19-20,30, AT). No onb
but Jesus could see the Father and what He was doing. This was a unique and special
relationship between Jesus and God the Father.

These words of Jesus in the Gospel of John clearly show that He was not taught
by rabbis 9r ?ny other men who practiced the traditions of Judaism. Concerning thlir
traditional education and schooling, the Jews distinctly said that He was unleaired -"not having bge.n schooled," as recorded in John 7:i5. The Scriptures absolutely
disprove the claim that Jesus was taught in the Pharisaic schools of the rabbis. As
Jesus Himself testified, He was personally taught by God the Father. Jesus had di-
rect, instant communication with God the Father at all times. The Gospels record
that this .spfci-al relationship with the Father existed when Jesus was t*elve years
old, and it had undoubtedly existed from His birth. Notice Jesus' answer to Joseph
and Mary when they found Him teaching the religious leaders at the tempie:
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'And He said to them, 'Why is it that you were looking for Me? Don't you realize
that I must be about My Father's business?'But they did not understand the words
that He spoke to them" (Luke 2:49-50, AT).

As the Son of God, sent to be the Savior of mankind, Jesus had to have a perfect
and complete understanding of the Father's will. If He had failed even once to do the
will of the Father, this sin would have brought Him under the death penalty, and we
would have no Savior. In order to know the Father's will in everything, Jesus had to
be taught directly by God the Father. No man - no scribe, no Pharisee, no learned
sage or rabbi - could have imparted this divine knowledge to Jesus. It is critical for
us to understand this fact so that we will not be deceived into believing that Jesus
was taught by men and that He kept the traditions of the Jews. Jesus always did those
things that pleased the Father, not those things that pleased the Jews. Instead,
He openly condemned the traditions of Judaism as worthless substitutes for the
commandments of God.
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r  , _ , -  _  , ,  , t ?  a \Appenanx L

AUTHOR'S EXEGESIS FOR THE TRANSLATION
OF "THE HOLY SPIRIT'' AND ITS

ANTECEDENTS IN JOHN I4,I5 AND 16

In the author's translation, the true Scriptural understanding of the Holy Spirit is
presented. The Greek New Testament reveals that the Holy Spirit is not a person.
Rather, it is the power of God, which is imparted as the gift of God to everyone who
repents of sin and accepts the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sin.
Upon true repentance, baptism and the laying on of hands, God the Father puts the
power of the Holy Spirit within each true Christian, thereby making him or her His
begotten child. This process is called conversion. However, it is not until the resur-
rection, when Jesus Christ returns to the earth, that all those who have died in the
faith, together with those truly converted Christians who are still alive, will be born
again. They will be transformed from fleshly human beings to glorified children of
God, and will reign with Jesus Christ as kings and priests in the kingdom of God.

In his account of the begettal and birth of Jesus Christ, Luke clearly describes the
function of the Holy Spirit as the power of God. Notice the angel Gabriel's message
to the virgin Mary: " And behold, you shall conceive inyour womb and give birth to
a son; and you shall call His name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the
Son of the Highest; and the Lord God shall give Him the throne of David, His fore-
father; and He shall reign over the house of Jacob into the ages, and of His kingdom
there shall be no end.' But Mary said to the angel, 'How shall this be, since I have not
had sexual relations with a man?'And the angel answered and saidto her, 'The Holy
Spirit [Greek fiveopo crTrov pneuma agionf shall come upon you, and the power
[Greek 8uvcrprg dunamisl of the Highest shall overshadow you; and for this
reason, the Holy One being begotten in you shall be called the Son of God' "
(Luke I:37-35, AT).

Just before Jesus Christ ascended into heaven, He told His disciples that they
would receive power from the Father. Notice: 'And while they were assembled with
Him, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 'await the promise of
the Father, which.' He said,'you have heard of Me. For John indeed baptized with
water, but, you shall be baptizedwith the Holy Spirit lGreek nveulro(Tr oLyr.uo pneumati
agiool after not many days. . ..But you shall receive power [Greek 8uvaprq dunamisf
after the Holy Spirit [Greek Too o(Ttou fiveulrc[to q tou hagiou pneumafos, neuter
gender] comes upon you, and you shall be witnesses unto Me, both in Jerusalem and
in all Judea and Samaria, and unto the ends of the earth' " (Acts l:4-5,8, AT).

In the New Testament, the Greek norJn pneuma, which is translated "spirit," is in
the neuter gender. Likewise, the Greek noun phrases that are translated "the Spirit,""the Holy Spirit," and "the Holy Ghost" are always and only in the neuter gender. No
masculine gender noun is used anywhere in the New Testament to designate the
Holy Spirit, but only the Father and the Son. The use of the neuter gender in every
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scripture reveals that the Holy Spirit is not a person but the power that emanates from
both the Father and the Son.

The forms of the noun pneuma that are found in the Greek text of the New
Testament are as follows:

1) ruveup(J pneuma spirit
2) r,o nvsDlrc to pneuma the spirit
3) to ?rv€l)lrcrToqto pneumatos the spirit
4) rveupo( o(Trov pneuma hagion spirit, holy
!) to o(Ttov ftvsopo( to hagion pneuma the holy spirit
9) to crTlov fivsDlrcrroqto hagion pneumaros the holy spirit
7) to TuvsD[ro ro crTrov to pneuma to hagion the spirit, the holy

The Greek noun pneuma, rn all its various forms, is always and only neuter in
gender. Likewise, all pronouns that refer to pneuma are always and only neuter in
gen{e1, If the Holy Spirit were a person, the nouns and pronouns in the Greek text
would have to be written in the masculine gender, as are all the nouns and pronouns
that refer to God the Father and Jesus Christ. However, nowhere in the Grebk text of
the New Testament is the Holy Spirit ever designated by a noun or pronoun in the
masculine gender.

. It is absolutely incorrect to translate any form or pronoun of nveupu pneuma
in the masculine gender. Unfortunately, because most translators beiiev^e in the
doctrine of the trinity, they have mistakenly used the masculine gender in translating
the. neuter gender nouns_and pronouns in the Greek text which pertain to the Holy
Spirit. Let us examine_ five k9y verses in the Gospel of John that are incorrectly
translated in the King James Version:

l) "Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth
him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall
be in you" (John 14:17, KJn.

^ 
*The Spirit of truth" is translated from the Greek phrase To nvropc[ Tnq

crl,qOetaq to pneuma tees aleetheias - literally, "the Spiritbf tne truth." This nouri
phrase is in the neuter gender. The pronoun "whom" is translated from the neuter
relative pronoun o, and should accordingly be translated "which." If the Greek text
were expresrsin_g-the masculine gender, the masculine relative pronoun oq would be
used instead of the neuter relative pronoun o.

The three personal pronouns translated "him" in this verse in the KJV are incor-
rectly translated into the masculine gender from the Greek neuter personal pronoun
o(oro auto, which is properly translated "it." If "the Spirit" were a person rather than
the power of God, the verse would contain the masculine gender, wtricn would read
o 7lvtDlrotog, rather than the neuter To t[veulrcx. However, there is no such mascu-
line noun anywhere in the Greek New Testament. If there were such a masculine
gender noun, the masculine pronoun o(DToq autos would have to be used with it
instead of the neuter pronoun o(DTo auto.Translators who know and understand the
rules of Greek grammar do not mistake the neuter pronoun c[oto for the masculine
pronoun clDtog. The translation of the neuter pronoun croro in John 14:17 into the
masculine personal pronoun "him" is completely incorrect. The neuterpronoun c[DTo
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is used twice in this verse: "because it [the world] perceives it [cxuro, autol not, nor
knows it [auto, autof."

The KJV translation of John l4:I7 also violates another rule of Greek grammar.
In the Greek text, a noun that serves as the subject of a verse often governs a number
of verbs. In John I4:I7, the noun phrase To ?rvsupcr rng alrl0erag to pneuma tees
aleetheias, meaning "the Spirit of the truth," is the subject. Since the nounpneumais
neuter in gender, the subjects of all verbs that it governs should be translated in the
neuter ge.nder. In John l4:I7, two third person verbs are governed by this noun. In
the first instance, the translators of the KJV have incorrectlv transiated the third
person verb pever memei as "he dwelleth," rather than "it dw-elleth." In the second
instance, the subject of the verb eotot estai, "[it] shall be," was not translated,
making it appear that "he" is the subject of both Greek verbs.

This erroneous interpretation and translation of John 14: I7 by the translators of
the KJV is a result of their belief in the false doctrine of the trinitv. When correctlv
translated, it is clear that the Greek text of the New Testament does not support the
teaching that the Holy Spirit is the third person in a trinity.

Here is the correct translation of John 14:17: "Even the Spirit of the truth, which
[o] the world cannot receive, because it perceives it [cruto auto) not, nor knows it
[cruto autof;but y_ou know it [ooto autof, because it dwells [verb pev€r memei]
with you, and shall be [verb €orcn estai] within you."

2) "But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, h-e shall testify
of me" (John 75:26, KJV).

The word "which," referring to "the Spirit of truth," is correctly translated from
the neuter pronoun o. In John 14:17 , the translators of the KJV incorrectly rendered
this neuter pronoun as "whom." However, in this verse, they have correctlt rendered
the pronoun o as "which."

_ The descriptive noun "the Comforter" is correctly translated from the masculine
Greek noun o ruapcrrlqxol ho parakleetos. While ihis masculine noun is used to
describe a vital function of the Holy Spirit, it does not designate the Holy Spirit, or"the Spirit of the truth," as a person. A descriptive noun never changes ihe gender
of the principal noun. For example: Jesus said that He is'othe true vinE" (John 15:1,
AT).The Greek the word translated "vine" is the feminine noun q crpml,oq he ampilos.
The use of this feminine noun to describe Jesus Christ does not make His g-ender
feminine. In exactly the same way, the use of the masculine noun o napcrrlqiogho
parakleetos to describe a function of the Holy Spirit does not alter the fact that-the
Holy Spirit is neuter. Because the Holy Spirit is neuter in gender - not masculine -
there is no basis in the Greek text for interpreting the Holy Spirit as a person.

Although the Holy Spirit is not a person, it is in accord with Greek grammar to
translate the pronoun ov on as "whom" because its antecedent is the masculine
descriptive noun o zrcxparl,rlroq ho parakleeto,s, "the Comforter." However, it is
misleading to translate the -personal pronoun ov on as "whom" when the principal
noun is to ruveupo( Tng al,qOeraq tu pneuma tees aleetheias, which is neutef in
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gender. In order to eliminate confusion, the author has translated John 15.26 in the
following_manner: "But when the Comforter has come, which I will send to you
from the Father, even the Spirit of the truth, which proceeds from the Father...."

In the KJV the last part of this verse has been translated: "...he shall testify of
me." The use of the personal pronoun "he" by the translators of the KJV gives the
rlnpression that the Holy Spirit is a person. However, that is not the meaning of the
Greek text. The word "he" is translated from the Greek word rKrlvoc ekeinoi. which
means "that" or "that one." As with the pronoun ov on, the antecedent of €Ktlvoq,
ekeinos 1s o naparl,rltoq ho parakleetos, "the Comforter," which is a descriptiG
ngun: Although it is masculine in gender, the principal noun is to Twsopcr rnq
odi,\Tl0flclg to pneuma tees aleetheias, which is neuter. The gender of the principal
noun always takes precedence over the gender of the descriptive noun. Therefore,
the author has translated erervo C ekeinos as ". . .that one shall bear witness of Me"
in order to reflect the true meaning of the Greek text.

Here is the author's complete translation of John 15:26: "But when the Com-
forter has come, which I will send to you from the Father, even the Spirit of the
truth, which proceeds from the Father, that one shall bear witness of Me."

3) "But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in
my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you" (John 14'26, KJW.

As in John 15:26, the descriptive noun ho parakleetos,"the Comforter," is used
with the principal no^un to pneuma, "the Spirit." In the Greek text, the verse begins
with these words: o 6e nuparl,rltoq, To ftveulro( To o(yroV, o... ho de parakleitos,
to pneuma to hagion, o.... The noun phrase To Ttvsopc ro c[Ttov to pneuma to hagion,"the Holy Spirit," is the antecedent of the neuter pronoun o, which has been incor-
rectly translated "whom" in the KJV. Since o is a neuter pronoun, it should be trans-
lated "which." If the Greek text contained the masculine pronoun og, it would be
proper to translate it as "whom" to reflect the masculine gender. However, the Greek
text uses the neuter form of the pronoun, not the masculine form.

The pronoun "he" in this verse is translated from the Greek €Ktlvoq ekeinos and
should be translated "that one." The author's translation of John I4:2dconvevs the
precise rygaling of the Greek text: "But when the Comforter comes, even the Holy
Spi.i!, y_lich the Father will send in My name, that one shall teach you all things,
and shall bring to your remembrance everything that I have told you.'l

The translators of the KJV have also used the masculine pronoun "he" in Verse
16 of this same chapter: 'And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever" (John 14:16, KiV. As verse 17
shows, "the Comforter" is describing the Holy spirit, or "the Spirit of truth" "(KJV),
which is translated from to pneuma tees aleetheias, the sarne noun phrase that is
used in John 15:26. Since pneuma is the principal noun, the meaning oTthe pronoun
is_governed by its neuter gender, not by the masculine gender of paraklietos, or"Comforter," which is a descriptive noun. The author's iranslation of John 14:16
accurately conveys the meaning of the Greek text: 'And I will ask the Father, and He
shall give you another Comforter, that it may be with you throughout the age."
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4) "Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth:
for-he sha-ll not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hia4 that shall he speak:
and he will show you things to come" (John 16:13, KJV).

A11 six occurrences of the pronoun "he" in this verse refer to "the Spirit of truth,"
which is translated from to pneuma crlq alrl0tlaqto pneuma tees ale-etheias. Since
pneuma is neuter in gender, all six pronouns should accordingly be translated in the
neuter gelqgr. The first "he" is an incorrect rendering of the Greek sKflvoq ekeinos
and should be translated "that one." The remainine five occurrences of t'he" are
all subjects of verbs that are governed by the neutJr noun pneuma and should be
translated "it."

The correct meaning of John 16:13 is reflected in the author's translation: "How-
ever, when that one has come, eventhe Spirit of the truth, it will lead [verb o8qyrlo'er
odeegeeseil you into all truth; because it shall not speak [verb ],ulr1oer taieeseil
from itself, but whatever it shall hear [verb crrouorl akouseel shall it speak [ver6
)uuLqoet.laleeseif .And it shall disclose [verb ovcrT]€lfl anag[elei]to you the things
to come."

5) "He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you"
(John 16:14, KJV).

As in John 16:13, the first "he" is translated from the Greek €K€rvoq ekeinos,
meaning "that one." Since the antecedent of ekeinos is "the Spirit of truth; in Verse
13, both the noun and its pronoun are neuter in gender. The secbnd "he," which is the
subject of the verb "shall receive," is governed by "the Spirit of truth," or To l[v€upc[
qg crl,qetuL0cgto pneuma tees aleethiias, andshould also be translated in the neuter
gender. The verb "shall show," which the translators of the KJV have rendered as a
compound verb with "shall receive," is also governed by "the Spirit of truth," and
should accordingly be translated in the neuter gender.

The author's translation of John 16:14 correctly follows the Greek text: "That
one shall glorify Me, because it shall disclose [verb ovayye],er anaggeleil to you
the things that it receives [verb ],r1yetor leepsetail from Me."

As the New Testament reveals, the Holy Spirit is not a person; rather it is the
power of God. All references to the Holy Spirit in the Greek text are in the neuter
gender. The use of the descriptive noun "the Comforter," which is masculine in
g_ende1 does not alter the neuter gender of the Holy Spirit. There is no basis in the
New Testament for the claim that the Holy Spirit is the third person in a trinity.
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Betrayed - 112, 138, 165,206,235,241,275,295,286, Z9Z
Beyond Jordan - 52, 61, 67
Binding and Loosing - 159
Birth of Jesus

Chart - 33-36
Commentary -22-32

Birth of John the Baptist
Chart - 33-36
Commentary -22-32

Blasphemy - ll4, 151, 192, 290
Blasphemy against Holy Spirit - 239
Blessed - 97, l l7, 183, 191, 193, 216, 233, 341
Blessing and prophecy of Simeon - 6l
Blessing for following Jesus - 205
Blessing for hearing God's word - 183
Blessing for keeping God's word - 183
Blessing of Anna - 44
Born - 39, 41, 44, 60, 139, 140, t7 3, 203, 2i 5, 282, 294
Born Again - 60
Bread - 55, 101, 103, 1 18, 138, 143, 152, 153, 154, t8Z, 196,

243,276,277.339
Bridegroom - 108
Brokenhearted - 112
Bury-  131,180,292
By Me -  149,150,  $1,193,279

Caesar - 41, 46, 228, 292, 297
Calendar, Hebrew-6 BC to 4 BC - 33-36
Capernaum - 54,65,67,1 14, 105, 1 13, 1 18, 145, 147, 149,

175,  180
Cast  out  -70,71,  lO2,103,104,  l l2 ,113,  l I4 ,133,135,

r37, 138, t52, 165, 183, 191, 337. 343
Centurion - ll3,3O2
Caesarea- 158
Charts

Count to Pentecost-3O AD - 345
Feasts During Jesus' Life - 349
Genesis 15 Covenant Sacrifice - 258
Hebrew Calendar-6 BC ro 4 BC - 33-36
Jesus' Last Passover-Nisan 14 - 257
Six Days Before Jesus'Last Passover - 216-217
Synchronized Chart Historical and Scriptural Records -
351-354
Three Days and Three Nights in Tomb - 322-323
Twenty-Eight Prophecies Fulfilled Crucifixion Day -268-
273

Chastise -294,295
Chosen -275,281
Christ-43, 44, 47, 48, 49, 53, 61, 62, 65,70, 158, 159, 166,

169, t'7 3, 17 6, t9 t, 20 I, 223, 230, 23 r, 234, 236, 206, 27 9,
29r, 292, 294, 29s, 299, 300, 339. 341

Christians
Cannot serve two masters - 275
Must be faithful in little things - 275
Must count cost - 194
Must enter through narrow gate - 190
Must let their light shine - 184
Must lose life in Jesus - 159
Must love Jesus more than own family - 140
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Christians Elohim - 244
Must take up cross and follow Jesus - 159 Enemy - 128, 181
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Will receive God's glory - 275 Escape into Egypt - 45

Church - 158,177 Eternal life - 60, 65,122,149,150, 18l,192,204,205,222,
Circumcise - 60, 166 240,284
Circumcising - 61 Everlasting life - 60, 6L,62, 120, 148, 149,205,227
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Come again - 181,279,280 Evil originates in heart and mind - 15-
Commanded - 105, 143, 144, 150,153, 159, 170, 178, 193, Exalt - 231

216,343 Exalted- 118,180, 193,200,231
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Jesus' Last Passover and Crucifixion - 245-256 Faithless - 163. 164. 341
Resurrection ofJesus -308-321,325-335 Fall away - 127
Temptation by Satan - 55 Fall festival season * 32, l2O
TheAgonyof theCrucifixion-259-267 Falseprophets -97,103,234,236
The Conclusion - 346-347 False witness - 15 l. 289
The Events on the Wave Sheaf Day - 326-335 Famine - 67, 196,234
The Events Before Jesus'Last Passover - 212-214 Fast - 55, 101, 108, 342
The Sermon on the Mount -73-96 Fasting - 153, 165
Twenty-EightPropheciesFulfi l ledonCrucifixionDay- Father-46,97, 100, 103, 104, 116, l18, 120, 122, 139, 148,

268-273 150,151,158,158,  164,170,171,174,177,178,179,191,
Why This Third Edition Published - 1-21 192, 194, 196,207,222,231,237,240,27'7,279,280,281,

Compassion - l 16, 133, 153, 164, 179, 181, 196,209 282,284,287,337,340,343
Conceived - 59, 60, 61 Father, God the - 47,61,62,65,1 1 8, 120, 122, 148,100, 170,
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206,216,219,228,243,274,2'76,278,281,286,287,288, Found- 61,113,130,216,284,293,336
290,336,337,338,341,342 Foxes- 131, 180

Disciples scattered - 287 Fruit - 39, 48,49,65,103, 104, 114,127,128, 188, 220,222,
Divorcement-2O2 225,277,280,281

Fulfi l led - 60,45, 46,6r,67,70,98, l l2, 129,216,223,235,
Eagles - 199,236 236,274,281,285,286,292,293,298,300,302,304
Earthquake - 302
Earthquakes - 234 Gabriel - 38, 39
Egypt-45 Gali lean -65,243,290,293
Elijah - 38,48,67, l l7, r40, 158, 161, 163, 179,335 Gali lee - 61,66,68,69, l l2, 153, 169,2r9,222,278,293,
Elisha- 67,209 302.303.336
Elizabeth, John the Baptist's mother - 9,3'l-39 Gehenna - 98,99, 139, 177, 184,232
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Generation - 40, 48, 115, 118, 154, 158, 161, 162, 182, 183,
184, 197 ,200, 232,233, 237

Glori f ied - 66, 106, lO7,116,IU,169,190, 198, 200,216,
222, 223, 27 6, 27 9, 281, 284, 285, 302

Glorify - 223, 27 6, 282, 284, 343
Glory - 43, M, 47, 51, 158, 166, l8l, 223, 236, 284
Gnashing - I 13, 130, l9l, 227, 238, 240
Goats - 240
God - 37, 60, 57, 101, r39, 197, 204, 230, 284
God is - 61 , 62, 229. 27 6
God the Father - 62, ll8

Believe in-226
Christians are to become perfect as - 100
Christians must worship Him in spirit and truth - 62
Draws each Christian to Himself - 148
Loves the Son - 173
Father's business - 46
Gave His only begotten Son - 96
Has life inherent - 173
Heavenly Father - 101
Holy is His name - 101
In heaven - l0l
In spirit - 62
Jesus came in His name - 122
Jesus did His will - 148
Loved the world - 60
Works - 173

Gods - 192
Gold - 45,232
Gomonah - 138
Good works - 146,192
Gospel - 46, 66, 67, 7 l, | 17, I 35, 138, 159, 205, 224, 235,

242,343
Grace - 47
Grace of God - 46
Grave - 156,197
Grievous -184,231

Hairs - ll9. 139.239
Hated - 139, 209, 234, 235, 281, 285
Heal - 67, 111, lr2, 126, 137,138, 180, r92,223
Healings

Casting out a demon - 69
Casting out deaf and dumb spirit - 163,164
Casting out legion of demons into herd of swine - 132-133
Centurion's servant - 164
Cut-off ear - 287
Daughter of Canaanite woman - 203
Dumb man possessed by demon - 135
Of blind man - 155, 192,208
Of deaf man - 203
Of man with dropsy - 192
Of man with 38-year infimiry - 120
Of many in Galilee - 153
Of ten lepers - 198
Of woman of 18-year infirmity - 190
Jairus' daughter - 133-135
Leper- 105
Man with withered hand - I I I
Many - 70
Multitudes - ll2, 164
Paralytic - 106
Peter's mother-in-law - 70
Lazarus raised from dead - 200
Only son of widow raised from the dead - I 16

Healings
Sick healed by touching Jesus' clothes - 146
Two blind men - 135
Woman with l2-year hemorrhage - 134

Heart - 61, 99, 104, I 15, 1 I 8, 127, l5t, 152, 187, 238, 27 4,
339,340

Heart. All - 181. 230
Heaven - 52, 60, 118, 143, 144, 148, 149, 153, 154, 17 9, 181,

l 83, 196, 197, 199, 200, 223, 224, 232, 234, 236, 237, 284,
289,336

Heavenly - 60, 101, 102, 179, 182
Hebrew Calendar-6 BC to 4 BC - 33-36

Feasts During Jesus' Life - 349
Help - 68, 151,164
Herod - 140
Herodians - 111. 227. 228
Herodias -65.141.142
High God - 132
High priest - ll0, 202, 241, 287, 288, 289, 290
High priests - 46
His righteousness - 102
His words - 204, 227, 228, 336
Holiness - 41
Holy one - 69
Holy place - 235
Holy spirit - 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 48, 49, 52, 55, I 14, 169, I 8 1,

184,  185,  235,280.249
Descended on Jesus as a dove - 52
Envelopes Virgin Mary - 59
Jesus filled with - 55
Led Jesus - 55
Led Simeon to bless Jesus - 61
Zachaias filled with - 42

Holy Spirit will inspire you - 139
Honor - 65, l2O,122,137, 150,192.222
Hosanna - 216.219.220
Humble - 17 6. 193. 200. 231
Husband - 43, 44,60,62, 196,203
Hypocrites - 100, 101, l5l, 154, 188,228,232
Hyssop - 300

I am - 62, 126, l3l, 132, 148, 156, 170, l7l, 172, 190,222,
285,29r

Idumea - 112
Impossible - 59, 165, 197 ,205
Impotent men-203
In Me - | l'7, 158, l'l 7, 2Ol, 27 9, 280, 281, 283, 285
Increase - 61, 198
Infirmity - 120, 190
Inherit - I8l, 204, 205, 240
Iniquity - 130, 232,235
Isaac -  38,  39,  113,  191
Isaiah - 46, 47, 48, 67, 70, lll, 126, 150, 223
Israel - 44, 60, 67, 113, 135

Jacob -  38,39,62,1 13,  191
James - 68, 112, 134, 137, 138, 16l, 207, 234, 302
Jeremiah -45.158.292
Jerusalem - 44, 46, 48, 61, 62, 65, 7 l, 99, 1 I 3, 159, 16l, li 9,

1 8 l, I 88, 19 t, 209, 216, 219, 235, 236, 293, 338, 34r, 343
Jesus - 59,60,61,55,67,69,105, 106, 107, I I l , ttz, l l3,

r14,128, r32,133, r34,135, r40,146, r48, 16l, 163, r73,
17 5, l7 6, 1 82, 20 1, 2U, 208, 209, 219, 222, 228, 230, 24 t,
243, 27 5, 27 6, 286, 289, 290, 29 1, 296, 297, 298, 300, 30 1,
303, 336, 337 , 338, 340,342,343
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Jesus Jesus
All judgment given to - 173 Moved with compassion for people - 137
Annas questions Jesus - 288 Must lose life in - 140
Anointing for burial - 215, 241 Only begotten Son of the Father - 60
Appears to disciples - 340 Only true Shepherd - 174
Appears to two disciples - 338 Ordains 12 apostles - 112
Appoints 70 for healing and teaching - 180- l8 I Overcame world - 283
Ascension to heaven - 343 Pays taxes - 175
Asks Peter if loves Him- 342 People mock - 299
Asks forgiveness for them - 298 Peter denies - 290
Authorizes twelve apostles to heal and preach - 137 Pilate questions - 294
Baptism in Jordan River - 52 Power of resurrection given to - l'73
Beaten-296 Prays-70, 105, 112,97,283-285
Begins baptizing (disciples do baptizing) - 6l Prays in Gethsemane three hours -283-285
Believe in - I 16 Preaches Kingdom of God - 66
Betrayed with a kiss - 286 Preaches repentance - 66
Birth of Jesus, scriptures -42-43 Preaching in Galilee -66,71
Blesses children - 203 Pre-existence as Creator God - 57
Blood - 277 Prophesied would die in Jerusalem - 190
Body - 276 Raises Lazarus from dead - 201
Body offcross - 302 Rebukes Peter for satanic attitude - 159
Bread of life - 147 -149 Rebukes storm - I 3 I
Builds Church on Himself - 158 Resurrected after three days - 159
Buried - 303 Resurrection
Came in the Father's name - 125 Commentary - 308-321
Came to bring a sword and not peace - 139, 187 Morning after - 333
Came to do Father's will - 148 Refuses vinegar and gall - 298
Cast out money changers - 57 ,220 Rises early to pray - 70
Chiefpriests question - 289 Sanhedrin questions - 289
Childhood - 46 Savior - 6l
Circumcision and presentation - 6l Scourged - 296
Commands Peter to feed sheep - 342 Seen by 500 at once - 341
Commission to apostles - 343 Sent to Pilate - 291
Condemned to death - 29I,292 Seven major miracles
Correctscit iesforlackofrepentance- 118 CursedFig tree-222
Crucifred - 294 Feeding the five thousand - 143-144
Curses fig tree - 220 Feeding the four thousand - 152-153
Does many miracles after resurrection - 341 Healing the man born blind - 172
Escapes Pharisees - 1 12 Rebuking the storm - 131
Escapes stoning - 172, l9l Walking on the water - 146
Exact length of time in tomb - 308-321 Water turned to wine - 53-54

Chart- 322-323 Signs ofHis return - 199
Commentary - 308-321 Spear thrust in side - 301, 302
Scriptures - 322 Taught in every city and village - 125, l9O

Feeds the 5,000 - 143 Teaches
Feeds the 4,000 - 143 About His death and resurrection - L65,192
Final encouragement - 282 Disciples how to pray - 182
Final instructions - 280 During Feast of Tabernacles - 166-167
Final message to disciples - 279 Obedience to God's laws - 147
First miracle - 53-54 On Last Great Day - 169-174
Forsaken by God - 300 Right attitude - 203
Fulfilled wave sheaf offering - 307 He would be crucifred - 159
Genealogy, Legal - Joseph's lineage - 43 Temptation by Satan - 55-58
Genealogy, Physical - Mary's lineage - 43 Commentary - 55
Institutes Christian Passover - 274-277 Scriptures - 55-56
Is the door - 175 The Lord's Prayer - 284
Is the rock, Petra - 158 Thieves crucified with - 334
Judas betrays - 242 Three resurrections performed
Kept Sabbath - custom and habit - 66 Lazarus - 200-202
Light of the world - 46,225 The widow's only son - 198
Ministry - First Passover - 57 Jairus' daughter - 133-134
Miracles at First Passover - 57 Time of betrayal - 285
Miraculous conception - 59 Triumphal entry - 216
Mocked - 296 True bread - 148
Mother and brothers, physical and spiritual - 116 True wine - 280
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Jesus
Walks on water - 146
Warns lawyers and Pharisees - 184
Weeps over Jerusalem - 219
Works - 173

John the Apostle - 68, l12, 138, 243
John the Baptist

Birth - 40-41
Commentary -22-32
Birth and prophecies, scriptures -40-41
Bright and burning light- 173
Buried by his disciples - 142
Cast in prison - 65
Conception - 57-58
Hears of Jesus' miracles - 1 17
How beheaded - 141
Messenger to prepare way for Jesus - 117
Ministry, beginning of - 68-71
Not the Christ - 48
Preaches repentance - 46
Type of Elijah - 163

Jordan River
John baptizing in - 46-47,52
Picture of - 4'1 ,52

Joseph * 62,303
Joseph, Mary's husban d - 43 -44, 42, 45, 52-53, 1 48
Judah - 38.39. 4l
Judas Iscariot - | 12, 138, | 50, 242, 27 4, 27 5, 292
Judas repents, hangs self - 293
Judgment - 98, 102, 112, 115, 123, 124, 166, 170,183, 1 84,

223,232,282
J u d g e s - 1 1 4 , 1 8 3
Justified - 115, 117, l l8, 200

Keep commandments - 204, 279
King - 142, 146, 178, 194, 216, 227 , 292, 294,297
King of the Jews - 44, 292, 293, 294, 295, 296, 298, 299, 300
Kingdom -7 1, 1Ol, ll3, 114, 129, 130, 135, 142, 182, 183,

186, 209, 2r9, 235, 240, 277, 294, 300
Kingdom of God - 57 , 60, 66,7 1,9'7 , 102, ll3, 114, ll7 ,

t26, 128, 129, 130, 138, 143, 161, 177, 180, 183, 186, 190,
t9 t, r93, 197, 198, 203, 204, 205, 209, 224, 226, 230, 237,
2 ' t4 .277.303

Kingdomof heaven -39,46,65,97,98,  1M, 113,  114,  117,
126, 128, r29, r30, 138, 159, 16r, 176, I78, I83, 206,227,
232,239

Kissed- 119,196,286

Labor-  l l8 ,200
Laborers - 137, 180
Lamb -52,53
Last Great Day - 169-174
Last Passover

Commentary -245-256
Law - 45, 47, 53, 61,98, 99, 106, l l0, 1 1 1, l l7, 120,93,

t66, r7 0, 18t, r92, 1 97, 202, 223, 228, 230, 232, 28 r, 292,
293.296.340

Laq spirit of - 96
Lawyers - ll7, 184, 184, 192
Lazarus - 196, 197 , 200, 2Ol, 202, 215, 216
Leaders

Many believe Jesus - 226
Learn - 107. 118.237
Legion- 132
Legions - 287

Leper - 105
Lepers - 6'1, 117, 138, 198
Leprosy - 105
Ltfe - 37, 42, 45, 61, 102, 103, | | l, 120, 122, 140, 148, 150,

159, r7 0, 17 4, t't 7, 1 86, 194, 199, 20t, 204, 207, 222, 2'7 8,
279,281,341

Light  -  3 '7,44,46,60,67,97,16r ,  r70,172,  r84,  196,200,
223,226

Lightning - 181, 199, 236, 336
Lil ies - 102, 186
Little one - 140. 177. 197
Live -  55,  l l7 ,122,135,149,  l8 l ,  201,  229,279
Living - 62,134, 149, 169, 196,228,229,233,336
Loaves - 144, 146, 154, 154, 182
Locusts - 46,48
Lord - 38, 55, 61,99, 104, 105, I 10, 130, l3l, 133, 135, 147,

150, 164, 17 0, r7 3, 1 80, I 82, 1 87, I 88, 198, r99, 201, 209,
216,230, 23r, 237 , 238,239, 240,27 4, 2'75,300,336, 339,
340.342.343

Lot - 199
Love - I 00, 1Ol, 124, 17 l, l'l 4, I 8 1, I 84, 196, 200, 230, 235,

27 8, 27 9, 280, 28r, 285, 342
of God - 230
of Neighbor - 230

Loved - 60, 1 I 9, 200, 201, 204, 27 5, 27 8, 27 9, 280, 281, 283,
285, 300, 336,342,343

Loves - 61, I 13, ll9, 120, 140, 222, 279, 283
Lusts - 99. 127.192

Magdala - 206
Man's vain traditions not acceptable to God - 150
Manna - 148. 149
Maps, of Jesus' travels - 63-64, 16l-162, l9l-192
Marriage - 53, 199, 229, 23'7, 239
Married - l4l, 193, 199, 204, 228
Martha - 182, 200' 201, 215
Mary - 42,43, 45,59, 60, 61, 137, 182,200,201,215,300,

302.303.337
Mary Magdalene - 300, 302,303,336,337
Mary, Virgin, Jesus' mother - 23, 28, 29, 3 l, 39, 40, 42, 44,

46,53
Mattathias - 43
Matthew - 107
Meek - 97. 118.216
Memorial-242
Merciful - 200
Mercy - 41, 42, 97, 109, 1 12, I 35, 1 5 1, 163, 182, 197, 198,

208,209,232
Messiah - 53,62
Midnight - 182,237,239
Millstone - 117, 197
Miracle - 65, 147, 176, 293
Miracles -54,57,143, 148, 166, 173,202,223
Missing verse restored - 335
Mocked - 45, 206, 291, 293, 296, 299
Morning - 154, 169, 206, 222, 237, 238, 291, 336
Moses -  47,  53,  60,  96,  122,125,  147,161,166,  l '73,197,

202, 203, 228, 229, 23r, 339
Mother - 38,40,41,45,46,53,60, 116, 137, 139,188, 203,

207,300
Mother-inlaw - 70. 139. 188
Mothers - 205
Mount of Olives - 169, 216,234,238,280,283
Mountain - 55,62,97, 104, 112, 143, 146, 153, 16l, 162,

165.222.342
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Multitude - 61,l2O,133, 134, l4l, 153,184,226,242,286,
292,342

Multitudes - 135,216
Must follow Jesus in spite of circumstances - 13 I
My God - 300,337,341
My house - 220
My Lord - 59,337
My name - 139, l '76, 178,205,234,235,279,280,281,282,

283,343
My son - 52,16l,163, 196,225
My word -120, 191,237
My words - 38, 173, 2lO, 226, 227, 237, 279, 281

Nails - 340
Naked - 240,287,342
Name of the Lord - 190, 216, 219, 233
Narrow - 103
Nathaniel - 53
Nations - 186, 220, 235, 236, 240, 341, 343
Nazarene - 45
Nazareth - 40, 42, 45, 46, 53, 66, 69, 208, 219, 286, 290, 298,

336,338
Neighbor - 100, 181, 204, 230
Net-68.130.342
New commandment-278
Nicodemus - 5'1 ,60. 169. 303
Night - 45, 57, 61, 68, rr2, 140, I 86, r99, 238, 27 6, 27 8,

303,336,338,342
Ninety-nine - 177,194
Nineveh- 115,184
Noah-43.199.237

O Jerusalem - 190,233
O Lord - 68. 203. 208
Oath - 41, 99, l4l, 142,290
Obey -  69,131,191,  198
Observation- 198,343
Offenses - 99, | 17, 127, I3O, 137, 149, 15 1, I 59, l7 5, l7 6,

r97,234,278,282
Officer- 147,243
Officers - 166, 169, 286, 289
Old Covenant - 96
Olivet Prophecy - 234-240

Abomination of desolation - 235
Completion of age - 234
Days of Noah - 237
Diseases - 234
Earthquakes - 234
False prophets - 234
Famines - 234
Gospel preached - 235
Kingdom against kingdom - 234
Lifestyles - 237
Pestilence - 234
Plagues - 234
Race against race - 234
Revolutions - 234
Sign of coming-234
SignofSon ofman-236
Signs from heaven - 234
Sorrows - 234
Times of Gentlles - 236
Tribulation -234-236

Escape from - 235,237
Upheavals - 234

Olivet Prophecy -Wars -234
Ordained -112,281
Overcome - 183, 283
Owed- l19,  178
Owners - 216
Ox - 190
Oxen - 5'1. 193.227

Parables - ll4, 125, 126, 127, 129,225,227
Counting cost - 193
Dead bury dead - 180
Disciples understood - 130
Exalted ones - 193
Explanation of parable of sower - 128
Explanation of parables to disciples - I 29
Fig ttee - 237
Fisherman's net - 130
God's great supper- 193
Good Samaritan - 181
Grain of mustard seed - 129. l9O
Hand to the plow - 180
Hidden treasure - 130
Judgment of nations - 240
Lazarus and the ichman-275
Leavening - 129,190
Lost coin - 194
Of tares - 128
Pearl of great price - 130
Pounds - 209
Prodigal son - 196
Purpose of - 129
Rich man, storing harvest - 186
Self-righteous Pharisee - 200
Sinful publican - 200
Talents - 200
Ten virgins - 200
The sower- 125-126
Twodebtors- l19
Two sons - 224
Unforgiving servant - 178-179
Unfruitful frgnee -243
Unjust administrator - 196
Unjustjudge - 200
Yineyafi -225
Wedding-227
Wedding feast - 227
Were given so multitudes would not understand - 126
Wineskins - 108
Workers and vineyard - 206

Paradise - 300
Parents - 61, 135, 139, 172, 17 3, 205, 235
Pass - 147, 197 ,208, 284
Passover - 57, 210, 215, 243, 27 2, 27 4, 29 l, 297

First during Jesus' ministry - 57
Fourth, Jesus' last - 242
Last Passover

Approaches - 210
Commentary -245-256
Disciples prepare for - 242
Six days before, Commentary - 212-214

Lesson for Passover - 147
New Testament (Christian) Passover - 2'74-277

Jesus institutes - 27 4-27 7
Part I - Footwashing - 27 4
Part II - Unleavened Bread - 2'16
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Passover
Part III -Wine -2'17

Old Testament - 246
Second - 1 10
Six days before last Passover

Jesus taught in temple darly - 223
Third - 144
Two days before last Passover - 241

Passover seasons, basic framework - 50
Patience - 127, 178, 179, 235
Peace - 41,61, l3l ,  139, l '77, 187,194,216,280,283,340,

34r
Peacemakers - 97
Pearls - 98, 130
Perceived - 106, 146, 226, 228
Perdition - 285
Perfect - 100, 102, 204, 285

The Events Before Jesus' Last Passover - 212-Zl5
Perfected - 190,220
Perish - 60,99,147, l3l, 177,192,202,235,287
Persecute - 97, 100, 120, 139, 184, 233, 234, 281
Persecuted - 9'l ,281
Peter - 53, 134, 147, 158, 159, t6t, t7 5, 197, 224, 27 8, 283,

288, 290, 291, 336, 342
Petra - 158
Petros - 158
Pharisees and scribes

Accuse Jesus and disciples - 107
Accuse Jesus ofdoing miracles through Beelzebub - l14,

183
Are ofspiritual father, the devil - l9l
Are of this world - 191
Cannot understand Jesus'words - l9l
Challenge Jesus' authority -224
Demandasign-206
Hypocrisy of- 184

Exposed - 184
Jesus escapes Pharisees - I l2
Jesus warns of unpardonable sin - 1 14
Knew Jesus was from God - 60
Launch verbal attack against Jesus - 303
Leaven of is their doctrine - 206
Plot to kill Jesus - 162,202
Question about divorce - 202
S e e k a s i g n - 1 1 5
Seek accusation against Jesus - 184
Warning to, because of sins - 184,231-233

Philip - 46, 53, 65, 112, 138, 141, 222, 279
Physical ritual can never spiritually clean evil heart and mind

-  150
Physician - 67, 107
Physicians - 134
Pierced - 302
Pilate - 46, 243, 29 I, 292, 293, 295, 296, 297, 298, 303
Plainly- 190,201,283
Planted - 151, 188, tgg, 225
Pleasures - 127.186
Poor - 97, ll'7, 193, 215, 233, 241
Portion - 187. 196.238
Possessed - 1 33
Possessions - 204
Potter's Field - 293
Pound - 209,215,303
Poured - 57,241
Power - 38, 39, 47, 55, 66, 67, 69, 1 06, 112, 137, 161, 1 81

Power - 184, 227, 236, 284, 287, 289, 296, 343
Power of God - 165, 229, 291
Pray - 38, 52, 100, 112, 133, 137, 146, 156, 161, 180, 182,

r97, 2W, 203, 222, 23 5, 236, 237, 27 9, 283, 284, 285
Prayed - 62, 70, 105, 133, 16l, 200, 278, 284
Prayer - 112, 165, 220, 222
Prayers - 44, 108, 231, 232
Preparation - 297, 302, 303, 336
Prepare - 41, 46, 47, ll7, 243, 279
Prepared - 38, 44, l8'7, 207, 227, 240, 243, 33 1, 336
Price- 130,134,292
Priests - ll0,198,292
Privately - 143, 14, l8l, 234
Promised -41,141.242
Prophesied - 41, lU, 150, 201, 202
Prophesy - 150,290,291
Prophet - 41,62,65,112, I 15, 1 16, 117,119, 129, 137,140,

141
Prophet - 169, l '73, 183, 191, 219,224,226,235,338
Prophets - 41, 46, 53, g'�t, 98, 103, 126, 140, 149, 156, 192,

l 8 I, I 84, 19 l, 196, 197, 206, 230, 232, 233, 287 . 339
Punishment - 240
Purge- 49,280
Purification - 61

Queen- 115,  183

Rabbi- 53,231
Rabboni - 337
Ra ise -48 ,138
Ready- 113,165,278
Rebuke - 157. 197.219
Rebuked -131.163.203
Receive - 1 17, 122, 127, l4O, 166, 169, 176, I 80, 197, 203,

205, 206, 208, 209, 222, 225. 23r. 300
Redemption - 44,237
Rejected - 157,225
Rejoice - 38, 65, 9'1, 17 3, 181, 194, 216, 280. 282
Rejo iced -40,41,44,140,  18l ,  187
Rejo ices -61,177
Release - 294, 295, 296, 297
Remembrance - 27 6, 277, 280
Remission - 41, 47, 48, 277, 341
Repent - 46, 66, 67, 138, 188, 197
Repentance - 47, 48,49, 107, 194, 199
Repentance, attitude of - I 19
Repented - 115, 118, 180, 184, 224,292
Rest  -  1  15,  I  18,  183,  201,  285
Restore -163,208
Resurrection - 173, 193, 201, 228, 229, 335
Resurrection of Jesus

Commentary - 308-321
Resurrection, to judgment - 173
Resurrection, to life - 173
Revealed - 44, 61, I 1 8, 139, 107, 181, 184, 199, 223
Reward -97,100,  l0 l ,  140,  158,  176,300
Rich - 60, 97, 186, 193, 196, 197, 204, 205, 208, 233, 303
Riches - 127. 197.204
Righteous - 37, 107, 130, 166, 2OO, 232, 240. 285
Righteousness - 41, 52,97, 147,224,282
Rise-  100,234,236
Robber- 174,216
Rock - 104,125,158, 303
Romans - 202
Room-61.  186.  193.243
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Rooted - 151 Sermon on the Mount
Rtle-44,207 Prayerguideandoutline- 100-101
Ruler- 134,187,238,239 Scriptures -97-104
Rulers - 166, 169,234,293 Spiritual application of God's laws - 97-104

Two masters, cannot serve - 101-102
Sabbath Servant -187,207,209,231,237,239,240,2'14,281,287

JesusisLordandMasterof  -  110 Serve-41,55,  101,  197,198,222
Jesus kept - 66 Seventy-I78, 180, 181
Jesus teaches on the Sabbath days - 67 , 69 Sheep - 57 , 103, ll1, 137 , 138, 143,203, 193, 177 , 191, 192,
Ofthe first rank and order - 110 194,240,278,342
SecondfirstSabbath- 110 Sickness -69,135,137,200

Sabbath day - 66, l l0, l 1 l, 120, 137, 166,173, 190, 192, Sight - 67,117, 173,208,209
235,302,331 Sign-44,57,115,148,154,183,234,286

Sabbatieite - 87 Signs of the times - 243
Sabbatismos - 86, 87 Simeon - 43,61,44
Sabbat izo-87 Simon- 53,68,70,112,119,138,  150,  156,175,215,241,
Sacr i f ice-  107,110 274,275,278,284,297,339,342

Commentary, maledictory oath - 245-256 Simon of Cyrene carries cross - 297
Sadducees - 48,206,228,230 Sin - 52, l l4, 120, l7O, l7l, 172,174,281,282,296
Salvation - 4l, 44, 47 , 62, 208 Brother against brother, what to do - 177
Samaria - 61.62. 198 Jesus' sacrifice for
Samaritan - 172, l8l, 198 Commentary - 245-256
Sanctified - 192,285 Scriptures - 259-26'7
Satan - 114, 127, 159, 181, 183, 190, 242,276,278 Sinful - 68, 158, 336

Controlsallnationsandkingdomsof theworld-55 Sinners-100, 107, l18, 173, 188, 194,285
Div idedagainstsel f  -114 Sins-41,47,48,  126,  139,173,277,340,341
Kingdom - 1 14 Six days before last Passover
Powerof - ll4 Commentary -212-213
Tempts Jesus forty days - 55-56 Solomon - 43,102, I 15, 183, 186, l9l
Wants to be worshiped as God - 55 Son of God - 39,40,46, 52,53,55, 60, 70, 112, 122, 132,

Save - 60, l l  1, 13 1, 147, 159,177, 179, 199,208,222,226, 147, 101, 173, 192,200,201,289,291,296,299,300, 302,
299.300.301 34r

Saved - 41, 60, 122,173,205,208,235,299,300 Son of man - 53, 60, 68, 97, l l0, 1 14, 1 15, 118, 122, 129,
Sav io r -40 ,43 ,65  130 ,131 ,139 ,148 ,149 ,156 ,157 ,158 ,161 ,162 ,163 ,165 ,
Scourge-57, 138,206,232,296 139,179,180, 183, 184, 187, 199,2N,206,208,222,223,
Scripture - 57,67, 169, 192,225,299,302 236,237,238,240,241,275,276,285,286,336
Scriptures -173,225,229,287,339,340 Sow- 102,125,128,186,209
Seed- 125,127,128 Spir i t -  52,55,61,62,114,149,165,169,340
Seeing- 126, 192 Spiritof truth -279,281,282
Seek - 70, 102,103,14'1,166,169,182,186, l9l, 199,208, Spirits - 69,70, l l2,133,137, 181

336 Steal- l0l, 193,283
Sel l -  187,2M,239,280 Stone- 53,54,55,103,  182,192,200,201,219,224,225,
Send-46,  112,117,137,138,153,  180,  181,  184,  197,232,  226,233,336

237,275,280,28r ,282,285,339,340,343 Sun-70,  100,  125,  130,  16l ,236,300
Sent - 120, 122, 140,148, 149, l7O, 176, 180, 192,226,227, Swear - 99,232,291

275,279,281,282,340 Swine- 132,133,196
Sepulcher - 303,331,336 Synagogue - 66,67,69,'10, lll, ll3, 134, 135, 137, 149,
Sermon on the Mount 173.226. 288

Christian attitude - 99, 102 Synagogues - 64,69,100, 135, 138, 184, 186, 190, 231,232,
Christians are light of world, salt of earth - 97 234,282
Christians are not to swear or vow * 99
Christians are to become perfect as the Father- 100 Tabernacles - 161
Commentary - 96 Talents - 178,239,240
Divorceandremarriage-99 Teach- 147,143, 159,169,173, 182, 186,228,280,343
Eye, light of body - 101 Teaching - 94, 135, 150, 190, 224,287,293,343
False prophets - 103 Tears - 119,164
How to do your religious works - 100 Temple - 38,61,44
How to pray - 100-101 Tempt - 55,228
Judgment,proper- 102 Temptation-s5, 101, 127,182,283,284
Loveyourenemies- 100 Thanks -44,145,147,153,277
Lust is spiritual adultery - 99 The day God died
Magnify and finish giving God's laws - 98 Commentary - 245-256
Matthew 5:17 explanation - 98 Thief - 174, 187,215,238,287
Money, how to use - 101 Thieves - 174, 18l,182,220,299,300
Obedience required for salvation - 98, 1 04 Third day - 53, 159, 165, 19 1, 206, 31'1 , 336, 338, 341
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Thirst - 62,97,146,148, 169, 300
Thirty - 52, 125, 127, 242, 292
Thirty pieces of silver - 242,292
Three days - 57 , ll5, 159,289, 305-321,322,325, 326
Throne - 40, 148, 205, 232, 240, 277
Tomb - 143,303
Tombs - 132,232
Tongue - 41, l5l, 153
Torment - 132, 197
Tormented - 164
Touched - 70, I 05, | 16, 133, 134, 135, | 46, 203, 209, 287
Tradition- 150,151
Traitor- 112
Transgressors - 280, 334
Trespass - 177,197
Trespasses - l0l, 179, 222
Tribulation - 127, 235, 236, 283
True - 46, 62, 65, 122, 148, 166, 17 O, 139, 140, 197, 227,

280.302.343
True God - 284
Truly - r37, 163, 180, 228, 2'7 5, 284
Twenty-eight prophecies fulfilled in one day -226-229

Unclean - 69,l l2, 133,l3'7
Unclean spirit - 69, 1 14, I I 5, 132, l5l , 164, 183
Understand - 126, l5l, 15 l, 1 54, 19 l, 235, 290, 340
Understanding - 37, 46, 151,230,340
Understood - 46, 165, 191, 193, 206, 216
Unpardonable sin - ll4, 239
Unprofitable - 198,240
Unquenchable - 49

Vengeance - 235
Yine - 277 ,280, 281
Vineyard - 185, 206, 224, 225
Vipers -48, 115,232
Virgin - 40

War- 194
Wars - 234
Wave sheaf offering - 326-338
Wedding -187,193,227

Week - 200,336,337,340
Weightier -232
Wept - 1 18, 134, 201, 291, 337
Wheat - 7l, 128, 197 , 222, 278
Wicked - 1 15, 130, 154, r79, 183, 209, 240
Wickedness - l5l, 184, 228
Widows -67.231-232
Wife - 38, 39,68,99, r41,193, r94,197,199,202,203,205,

228,229
Wilderness - 46,47,48, 132, 153,194
will - 6 l, 47, 65, 104, 116, r22, 148, r77, 224. 296
Will of God - 47, 116
Willing - 60, 17 3, r8l, 284, 296
Wine - 53, 54, 65, I l8
Wisdom - 38, 115, 118, 137, 183, 184,235
Wise men - 44.45.232
With God - 37, 104,46,205
Witness - 46, 60, 173, 235, 289, 292
Witnesses - 177, 232, 290, 343
Words of God - 61, 192
Work - 65, 120, 148, 192, 224, 237
Workers of iniquity - 190
World - 4r, 46, 4"1, 52, 55, 60, 65, 97, 127, 129, 130, 148,

l 00, 1 58, 165, r7 0, t9 t, 192, 193, 216, 222, 226, 229, 235,
242, 27 9, 280, 28 1, 282, 283, 284, 285, 288, 29 4, 3 44

Worshiped - 45,62,105,132, 134, 146, l5l, l '73,178,340,
74) ?,41

Worshiper - 173
Worshipers - 62

Your Father - 97, 100, l0l, 102, 139, 177, 186, 222, 231, 337
YourGod -172,337
Your Son - 65, 163, 196, 284, 300
Your strength - 181, 230
Your will - lO1.182.284

Zachaias, John the Baptist's father - 37 , 38, 41, 42
Zarah-38
Zeal - 57
Zebedee - 68, ll2, 138,207 ,283, 302, 342
ZebuJun - 67
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About This Book

The third edition of The Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English: the Lift of fesus Christ by Fred R.
Coulter gives the reader an easy-to-understand, step-by-step account of the life of Jesus Christ. The message
and purpose of the TRUE Jesus come alive throughout its pages. A new precise translation of the Scriptures
conveys the full impact of the words of the Gospel writers.

Using the framework of the Hebrew Calendar, synchronized with the Julian Calendar, the true chronology
of Jesus'life has been accurately depicted. The Scriptural and chronological facts reveal that Jesus was born
in the fall of 5 BC - not on December 25 n I AD. He was crucified on the Passover day in the spring of 30
AD, and His body was in the tomb for three days and three nights - a full72 hours. He was resurrected at the
end of the weekly Sabbath - not at sunrise on Easter Sunday. The commentary sections that explain these
facts are technically accurate and thoroughly researched in order to aid the serious Bible student and minister.
These in-depth commentaries include WhenWas lesus Christ Born,The Sermon on the Mount,The Agony of
the Crucifixion,Twenty-eight Prophecies Fulfilled on the Crucifixion Day,The Day God Died, Jesus'Three
Days andThree Nights of Entombment and the Resurcection andThe Events on the First Day of theWeek.

Graphically illustrated charts simplify such chronologically important events as The Birth of Jesus, Six
Days Before Jesus' Last Passover, JesLts' Last Passover and The Three Days and Three Nights in the Tomb.
Additional feafures include a synchronized Hebrew and Julian calendar, topical and Scriptural indices, a
complete bibliography and strategically placed footnotes.

The flavor of the Holy Land has been capfured through a unique combination of over 100 photographs, as
well as original artwork depicting Jerusalem and the temple of the first century. Maps showing Jesus' joumeys
help the reader to "travel with Him." These features combine to make this the most complete harmony ever
available.
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Jesus Christ as personal Savior for all. He has an active and far-
reaching audio and video ministry. He is the author of several books:
A Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English, The Christian
Passover, The Seven General Epistles and Lord,What Should I Do?
During the years that have passed since the first and second editions
of The Harmony of the Gospels in Modern English, Mr. Coulter has
devoted much time to translating the New Testament into a precise
rendition. His continued research in the Gospels and related histories

has led to this expanded and revised third edition. It is his hope that the third edition of The Harmony of the
Gospels In Modern English: the Lifu of Jesus Christ will serve as a valuable tool for study, teaching and
inspiration to those seeking to understand the truth of God's Word.
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